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Hank Willis Thomas, “Raise Up” (2014)  
Goodman Gallery at  Art Basel Miami Beach.

Claude McKay’s 
poem and Nella 
Larsen’s novel point 
towards the horizon 
as the Harlem 
Renaissance  authors 
employ literature as a 
medium to call for 
change

Ida B. Wells’ A Red Record 
(1895) focuses on the 
lynching of Black 
Americans in the 
post-Civil War era

Scott, Jennifer The Impossible, 2000 .
Emmitt Till Act (2022)
Made lynching a federal hate crime. 

Modern analyses of late 
19th and early 20th 
century texts 
demonstrate how an 
understanding of diverse 
and intersectional 
narratives catalyze 
change
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