
6     Panorama  •  Fall | Winter 2013 Fall | Winter 2013   •  Panorama        7

panorama
A resource for 

alumni 

and 

friends 
of 

Cal Poly Pomona

|  Vol. 15, No. 1   |  Fall/Winter 2013   | 



6     Panorama  •  Fall | Winter 2013 Fall | Winter 2013   •  Panorama        7

table of contents
75 for 75
To help mark our 75th anniversary, we came up with 
a list of things you probably didn’t know about this 
place. Here’s one: It all started with a coin flip.

Points of Pride
There’s a lot to celebrate about Cal Poly Pomona.   
This creative reminder is suitable for framing.

A True Bronco
Look around campus and you can’t miss the name 
Kellogg. Just who was the man whose ranch became  
Cal Poly Pomona? You might see some of yourself in him.

Quick Takes
Bite-size news updates  

In a League of Their Own
Bronco Hall of Famers reflect on the coaches who 
changed their lives.

Lasting Lessons
We’ve all had unforgettable teachers.                 
Alumni reflect on theirs.

Dates
Campus events from September through December

4 |

10 |

12 |

16 |

21 |

17 |
19 |

Published by the Office of Public Affairs at 
California State Polytechnic University, Pomona

(909) 869-3342
publicaffairs@csupomona.edu

Cal Poly Pomona
3801 W. Temple Ave., Pomona, CA 91768

www.csupomona.edu
(909) 869-POLY (7659)

Not printed at state expense

panorama

Executive Editor Uyen Mai
Editor Tim Lynch

Graphic Designer Ani Markarian
Photographer Tom Zasadzinski 

News Editors Dan Lee and Justin Velasco
Contributors Ivan Alber, Esther Chou-Tanaka, 

Zoe Lance and Hanna Storlie 
Website Michelle Magcalas

Distribution & Support Tambra Williams

 

President’s Message
Honoring Our Past
Living on campus is one of the great priviLeges i have as president of caL poLy pomona. 
Even though my address on University Drive means I’m always on call, not many people can 
say they commute just a few hundred feet to their office!

Convenience, though, is secondary to the sense of history I feel at Manor House, which 
W.K. Kellogg built in the 1920s for his son Karl, who agreed to move to Southern California 
to manage the bustling Arabian horse ranch on the outskirts of Pomona. Looking to the 
north, Betty Faye and I have the same view that Karl had: lush vegetation that separates the 
property from Mr. Kellogg’s mansion up the road. To the south, though, it is a different story. 
Karl could see the Rose Garden, the meadow and the stables. I see progress.

When Mr. Kellogg donated his ranch to the state of California in 1949, he stipulated 
that it be used for educational purposes and that his beloved Arabian horses be cared for 
and shared with the public. We have been good stewards of that vision, and when I say we, 
I mean the generations of faculty, staff, administrators, benefactors and, most important, 
students who have advanced their lives and the lives of others through higher education.

We stand on the shoulders of those who have come before us.
This year, Cal Poly Pomona celebrates its 75th anniversary, and in this issue of Panorama, 

we do so by reflecting on our history. Our campus is an oasis in Southern California: crops, 
animals and historic buildings interspersed with high-tech facilities, but we are rooted most 
deeply in the people who transformed our lives. Ask yourself what your most significant 
memory is of your time here, and I guarantee that it involves others — inspiring teachers, 
newfound friends, time shared with colleagues. 

In this issue, you will read the words of those who preceded me: Julian McPhee, Robert 
Kramer, Hugh O. La Bounty and Bob Suzuki. Each faced challenges. Each had priorities. All left 
their mark on this university. 

You will also read about faculty and coaches who had an indelible effect on their 
students. It is not an exaggeration to say they changed lives. 

We will also test your assumptions. The name Kellogg is ubiquitous on campus, but do 
you know how much W.K. Kellogg continues to influence and shape the campus decades after 
his passing? I think you will be pleasantly surprised. And speaking of assumptions, we have 
compiled a list of “75 Things You (Probably) Didn’t Know About Cal Poly Pomona.” (Here’s one: 
We didn’t start in Pomona.) I learned quite a few things, and I think you will as well.

I encourage you to embrace your roots at Cal Poly Pomona during this 75th anniversary 
celebration. Come see how much this place has changed — and how the principles evident 
during your time here remain.

It’s a great time to be a Bronco.
Michael Ortiz
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Hugh O. La Bounty
President — 1977 to 1991

 
“I think that faculty members and 

staff members and administrators and 
students are going to see a prestige 

build up around this school in the next 
decades in terms of a state college 

that will probably be second to none.”

Julian McPhee
President — 1938 to 1966

“From the first day on campus 
we encourage our students to 

know what they want, and then 
when they graduate we want to 

be sure there is a place for them. 
This college, both in structure and 

accomplishment, is dedicated 
to the individual’s productive 

application of knowledge.”

Robert Kramer
President — 1966 to 1977

“We are a public institution, a 
peoples’ college, and we can’t forget 
this. We have a responsibility to the 
people of California.”

Bob Suzuki
President — 1991 to 2003

What a tremendous year this is to be part 
of the Cal Poly Pomona family! Though my time 
as president ended a decade ago, it fills me 
with a great sense of pride to have helped the 
university reach such an important milestone.

What began as a small institution focused 
solely on agriculture is now widely recognized 
as a high-tech hub and a beacon of diversity — 
an institution that helps students from all walks 
of life succeed in a vast range of professions. 
Many programs are nationally recognized. 

It wasn’t so long ago that the university 
was a very different place. 

When I arrived in 1991, the university 
didn’t even have a high-speed campus 
network, and registration had to be done in 
person. Those who were on campus during 
that time no doubt recall the lines that could 
stretch for blocks. Shortly thereafter, however, 
we entered a period of great technological 
change. Now, students and faculty alike can 
use their smart phones to wirelessly connect 
almost anywhere, and computers are an 
essential part of most classrooms. Online 
registration is exceptionally easier.

It was also during that era that the 
university’s commitment to diversity began in 
earnest. The cultural centers that now serve 
as the vibrant heart of student life were then 
barely beginning to take shape. They have 
helped the student body better reflect the 
population of the rest of the state.

We also established International 
Polytechnic High School in a series of small 
portable classrooms on the southwest 
corner of campus. Just last year, the school 
celebrated the completion of its very own 
building, and its students, who are largely 
of low-income backgrounds, are doing 
remarkably well — 95 percent of them go on 
to college after graduating.

And although there are now beautiful 
buildings in all corners of the campus, it hadn’t 
seen major construction for decades when I first 
set foot here. With the CSU facing a serious 
budget crunch at that time, we knew we had to 
increase our fundraising efforts. We ended up 
raising $100 million. That spirit continues today 
with the Campaign for Cal Poly Pomona, which 
is well on its way to raising $150 million.

The university came a long way in my 
short time here, and it has come even further 
in the past decade. We can scarcely imagine 
what lies ahead in the next 75 years, but I 
am confident it’s something we will all be 
proud of.



By Zoe Lance 

No .1 
at 1,438 acres, caL poLy pomona is nearLy 
17 times the size of Disneyland.  

No .2 
according to Lore, when cereaL magnate 
W.K. Kellogg was deciding where to build 
his ranch, he narrowed his choices to two 
locations and tossed a coin. Heads, Pomona. 
Tails, Santa Barbara.  

No .3 
the chimes you hear every 15 minutes 
aren’t actually bells. They’re carillons — thin 
rods that vibrate to make sounds. 

No .4
more than two dozen oranges go into a 
half-gallon of Farm Store orange juice.

No .5
in 1938, onLy 80 students were enroLLed 
in classes — about the number of horses in 
the stables. Today, enrollment stands at more 
than 22,000.

No .6
students in the 1960s came up with some 
unconventional attempts to avoid parking 
citations, from hiding their vehicles among 
the fruit trees near the Rose Float lab to 
camouflaging their cars with hay bales. 
Security officers would pluck dozens of excuse 
notes from car windshields on a weekly basis.

No .11
our first president, JuLian mcphee, was 
also the president at San Luis Obispo. He 
would regularly make 500-mile round-trip 
visits to Pomona to attend student activities 
and sporting events.

No .12
the ornamentaL horticuLture cLub 
registered the “Phalaenopsis Memoria Gwen 
Labounty” orchid in honor of President Hugh 
O. La Bounty’s wife, Gwen, who passed away 
from breast cancer in 1985.

No .13
nearLy 300 current facuLty and staff are 
Cal Poly Pomona alumni.

No .14
needing foLiage for the first caL poLy 
Rose Float in 1949, advisor Oliver “Jolly” 
Batcheller decided days before the parade 
that certain campus plants were overdue for 
“heavy pruning.”

No .15
professor KarL 
Wincher of the art 
department designed 
the university mace 
in 1967. The tapered 
handle is made of 
walnut, topped with 
a coronet-shaped 
bronze head. A sphere 
rests in the coronet, 
representing the atom. 
A faculty member 
carries the mace at 
the front of the graduate procession at each 
college’s commencement ceremony.

No .16
among our 21 honorary doctorate recipients 
are chef Julia Child, comedian Bill Cosby and, 
this year, singer-songwriter Paul Anka. 

No .17
Kovid ho became the one miLLionth user of 
the University Library on June 27, 1985. He 
walked out with the books he wanted and a 
$25 prize — worth about $64 today.

No .18
we were Known as caLifornia state 
Polytechnic College, Kellogg Campus from 
1966 to 1972.

No .19
John scoLinos, who 
guided the Broncos 
baseball team to three 
NCAA titles, was the 
pitching coach for the 
1984 U.S. Olympic 
baseball team. 

No .20
caL poLy pomona boasts about 50,000 
square feet of greenhouse area, the size of 
almost 11 basketball courts. 

No .21
when robert Kramer became university 
president in 1966, he quickly found out that the 
official mailing address was Highway 99 (which 
later became Interstate 10).  Kramer and his staff 
decided that the main entrance would be on 
Temple Avenue, but the school was surrounded 
by farmland, making it difficult to designate a 
street address. One day, Kramer got in his car 
and started driving around campus. After cruising 
Valley Boulevard, he pulled up to the proposed 
entrance. Looking down at his odometer, he saw 
that the mileage read 3,801— hence the new 
address: 3801 W. Temple Ave.

No .22
before it became the voorhis ecoLogicaL 
Reserve, the strip of land north of Building 1 
was privately owned. Housing projects were 
booming, and Forest Lawn Cemetery was 
expanding in the 1980s. If developers or the 
cemetery bought the land, the ecologically 
diverse slice of nature would be history. 
Fortunately, university officials were able to sell 
the old Voorhis campus in San Dimas to Pacific 
Coast Baptist Bible College, and they used the 
proceeds to purchase the area. Dedicated to 
politician and philanthropist Jerry Voorhis in 
1984, the reserve is home to a variety of flora 
and fauna, including a threatened species, the 
Coastal California Gnatcatcher.

You know your way around campus. The name “Kellogg” 

is familiar. You might even be able to hum the fight song. 

But if you think you really know your alma mater, think again. 

No .7
w.K. KeLLogg was fascinated with the 
number 7.  Born on the seventh day of the 
week and the seventh day of the month 
(Saturday, April 7, 1860), he was his father 
John’s seventh child (John was also a seventh 
child). Kellogg had seven grandsons. “Who 
can fail to make a success in anything with 
a combination of seven times seven in the 
family!” he remarked. He adopted 7 as his 
lucky number, making sure that the original 
Rose Garden had seven sections and that his 
mansion was shaped like a 7. 

No . 8
at the first commencement ceremony on 
the Pomona campus in 1957, the names of 57 
graduates were called out as they received 
their diploma. More than 3,600 walked across 
the stage at this year’s ceremonies, and every 
student’s name was read. It’s an important 
campus tradition.

No .9
in the near future, three weLLs and two 
reservoirs on campus will supply water for the 
entire university.

No .10
prince charming’s steed in disney’s 
“Snow White and the Seven Dwarfs”       
was modeled after King John, one of       
W.K. Kellogg’s favorite Arabian horses.
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No .30
the northern part of the Quad used to be 
a parking lot for faculty and staff.

No .31
in the Late 2000s, a white ducK that Lived 
at the pond near the residence halls was 
known to stop traffic on University Drive. It 
would wait in the road until all of the other 
ducks had crossed the street.

No .32
what do 13,000 tuLip buLbs, an 18th century 
violin, and a two-man submarine have in 
common? All were donated to the university.

No .33 
more than 11,000 chairs were set up in 
the Quad for this year’s commencement 
ceremonies, about twice the seating capacity 
of Radio City Music Hall in New York.

No .34 
current funding from the nationaL science 
Foundation totals $10.9 million and supports 
projects ranging from a national cybersecurity 
league to teacher training in science and math.

No .35
spring fiesta, the 
oldest horse in 
the Arabian herd, 
celebrated her 31st 
birthday in April. She 
has foaled eight colts 
and six fillies.

No .36
in 2010, the w.K. KeLLogg foundation 
awarded Cal Poly Pomona $42 million, the 
largest cash gift in the history of the California 
State University system. The gift more than 
doubled the university’s endowment.

No .37
the coLLege of engineering houses 61 
laboratories and has more than 23,000 alumni.

No .38
in the Late 1970s, ornamentaL horticuLture 
student Michael Taylor picked out an oak in 
what is today the Voorhis Ecological Reserve 
and surreptitiously built his own treehouse, 
using it as a quiet place to study and enjoy 
nature.  After two years of secrecy, campus 
police discovered his hideaway, dubbing it 
“The Treehouse Caper.” Taylor was allowed 
to keep his special abode until he graduated. 
The tattered frame remains in the tree, a 
monument to learn-by-doing ingenuity.

No .39
caL tech pomona? when w.K. KeLLogg 
grew dissatisfied with conditions at the 
ranch after he donated it to the University of 
California in 1932, he considered turning it 
over to the California Institute of Technology.

No .40
before he became university president, 
Hugh O. La Bounty was a faculty member in 
the English department. His first office as a 
professor was a renovated janitorial closet in 
the Building 1 basement.

No .41
senior proJects were mandatory for aLL 
students until 1972.

No .42
president bob suzuKi received the order 
of the Rising Sun on Nov. 3, 2003. The Japanese 
government bestows this award on those who 
exhibit exceptional service, and it is one of the 
highest honors that a civilian can receive.

No .43
estabLished in 1995, caL poLy pomona’s 
Pride Center was the first of its kind in the 
CSU system.

No .44
the university Library moved from 
Building 5 to its current location in 1968. 
Students, faculty and staff lined up between 
the buildings and passed down carts of books 
from door to door.

No .45
the LyLe center for regenerative studies is 
carbon neutral, made possible by two large 
Amonix solar panels that track the sun for 
maximum exposure.

No .46
caL poLy san Luis obispo might have come 
first, but the truth is we were essential to their 
success. Way back when, the campus to the 
north wanted to create a citrus production 
program — important stuff if you fancy 
yourself as an agriculture school in California 
— but the weather was too cold. In 1938, 
parents at an annual event at SLO mentioned 
to university President Julian McPhee that 
the Voorhis School for Boys in San Dimas 
was available. Soon afterward, McPhee met 
with Charles Voorhis, and by September of 
that year, Cal Poly students were attending 
classes at the San Dimas campus. The Voorhis 
Unit paved the way for the campus at Kellogg 
Ranch, where we are today.

No .47
the zinfandeL 
grapes growing 
near the Collins 
College are used 
to make Horsehill 
wine. Proceeds 
from the wine, 

which is sold at the Farm Store, support The 
Restaurant at Kellogg Ranch culinary garden. 

No .48
in the earLy 1980s, the housing waiting List 
was so long that a student was allowed to live 
on campus for at most nine academic quarters. 

No .49
in 1992, horticuLturist raLph moore 
created a 
special Cal Poly 
Rose hybrid. At 
the time, the 
yellow rose had 
the deepest 
coloration of all 
miniature rose 
breeds.

No .50
during the buiLding boom on campus in the 
late 1950s, the only lunch option for students 
was a sandwich and a soda from food services.  
(Back then, students lived at the Voorhis site in 
San Dimas and commuted here.)

No .51
more than 50 species of trees Live on 
campus, including the native black walnut. In 
2005, ornamental horticulture student Levi Cox 
designed the Cal Poly Pomona tree walk for a 
senior project to showcase their beauty. The 
guide is available at http://bit.ly/cpptreewalk.

No .52
eLeven superintendents and five assistant 
superintendents in local school districts 
are alumni of the College of Education & 
Integrative Studies.

No .53
our 52 cows each drinK an average of    
35 gallons of water daily. It would take 
13,785 standard water bottles to quench the 
herd’s thirst.

No .54
richard sauL wurman, founder of the 
TED (Technology/Entertainment/Design)  
Conferences, was dean of the College of 
Environmental Design for a short time in the 
1970s. The current dean, Michael Woo, was a 
Los Angeles city councilman in the 1980s and 
’90s and later a mayoral candidate.

No .55
the “c p” Letters first appeared on coLt 
Hill in 1958 when 50 students from the 
Poly Service Club and the Engineering Club 
accidentally laid the letters outside of the 
campus border. The letters were soon moved, 
and a second “P” was added in 2004.

No .56
we boast a two-time aLL-american 
quarterback: Stan Jackson, who taught in the 
kinesiology department and coached the water 
polo team before retiring in 1995. He played 
football for the Broncos in the late 1950s. 

No .25
aLL caL poLy 
Pomona cows are 
marked with a      
“Bar P” brand.

No .26
in the 1940s, we empLoyed no Janitors or 
gardeners: Students maintained the campus 
for about 30 cents an hour, or about $5 per 
hour today, adjusted for inflation.

No .27
at the 50th anniversary commencement 
ceremonies, Matt 
Haines was honored 
as the 50,000th 
Cal Poly Pomona 
graduate. Haines, 
a computer science 
student, was 
randomly selected 
from the class of 
1989. 

 No .28
the army estabLished a Quartermaster 
depot here during World War II. In 1948, 
President Harry S. Truman signed the bill that 
transferred ownership of the Kellogg Ranch 
back to the Kellogg Foundation, and soon 
afterward, the foundation gave the land to 
California State Polytechnic College.

No .29
gabrieLeno native americans once 
inhabited the Pomona area. When excavating 
the land for Building 8 in the mid-1970s, 
workers found a pair of metates, a Gabrieleno 
tool used to grind acorns into food paste. The 
metates are stored in the archives, located on 
the fourth floor of the University Library.

No . 23
the first femaLe students arrived in 
1961. They had a curfew at 10 p.m. on 
weeknights and 1 a.m. on weekends. 
Male students had no curfew.

No . 24
to entice his wife to spend time at 
the ranch, W.K. Kellogg commissioned 
the Rose Garden: Roses didn’t grow 
well in Battle Creek, Michigan. 
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No .63
nearLy aLL of the hay that the horses and 
livestock eat is grown at Spadra Ranch, a 
125-acre farm on Pomona Boulevard. Since 
1953, the farm has been used for crop 
growing and student research projects. 

No .64
a time capsuLe was pLaced in buiLding 1 in 
1961. The capsule, which rests behind the 
plaque outside the main doors, includes copies 
of the Kellogg Foundation deed and bill of sale 
for the ranch, a college catalogue, an issue of 
the Poly Post and four postage stamps featuring 
astronauts. It was opened at the second annual 
Founders’ Day in 1995.

No .65
the bronc’s cheer was the university’s 
first student newspaper. In 1942, the name 
was changed to Poly Views. When people 
began to confuse the newspaper with an 
annual celebration called Poly Vue, the staff 
changed the name to the Poly Post, which has 
stuck since 1962.

No .58
architect myron hunt designed KeLLogg 
House Pomona and the original horse 
stables. He is also famous for designing the 
Huntington Art Gallery in San Marino and the 
Rose Bowl. 

No .59
in the mid-1980s, the animaL science 
department supplied farm animals for 
Disneyland’s Big Thunder Ranch attraction.

No .60
in the 1960s, caL poLy pomona was the 
first local university to teach a course on the 
history of Africa.

No .61
for the first day of the faLL Quarter in 1956, 
one telephone serviced the entire campus.  

No .62
the benches Lining the waLLs of the coLLege 
of Business Administration complex were 
sponsored by alumni, giving future students a 
place to relax.

No .66
since 1949, the Joint fLoat team from 
Pomona and San Luis Obispo has won 51 
awards at the Rose Parade. 

No .67
our trash cans are smart, Just LiKe our 
students. Powered by solar energy, the BigBelly 
trash cans compact waste and recyclables. 
When they’re full, they use the campus Wi-Fi to 
send a message to facilities management.

No .68
on nov. 26, 1993, 
women’s basketball 
coach Darlene May 
celebrated her 500th win. 
May’s teams averaged 
nearly 26 wins per year 
and never had a losing 
season. The gym where 
she built her legacy 
was named in her honor 
in January 1996, just 
months before she died of breast cancer. 

No .69
the first buiLding constructed on the 
Pomona campus was Building 3, where the 
College of Science laboratories are housed. 
The building was renovated in 2008.

No .70
many buiLdings on campus have had 
previous lives. Building 1 housed administration 
offices before the CLA was built, and Graphic 
Communication Services and a campus snack 
bar once resided in the College of Engineering 
building. The M.A.S.A. building (the small 
structure south of the library) was an office for 
the University of California when it operated 
the Kellogg Ranch. In the 1950s it was used as 
a student photography lab.

No .71
there’s strong evidence (though no 
conclusive proof) that King John is buried near 
the Rose Garden. Another of W.K. Kellogg’s 
favorite horses, Rossik, might be buried near 
the old stables, now called Union Plaza.

No .72
since its inception in 2002, the renaissance 
Scholars program has helped 34 former foster 
youth earn their bachelor’s degree.

No .73
an oaK tree in the agriscapes courtyard 
stands in commemoration of alumnus Stuart 
Sperber, whose company helped develop 
AGRIscapes and the Aratani Japanese Garden.

No .74
before michaeL ortiz was ever a university 
president, provost or professor, he was a 
student at the University of New Mexico. He 
worked his way through school at a service 
station, leaving home at 5 a.m. to put in a 
shift before his first class at 9 a.m. After his 
last class ended at 2 p.m., he’d go back to the 
service station and work until closing. “It was 
great for a sophomore to go to the university 
smelling like a service station!” he recalls.

No .75
and in case you didn’t Know the fight 
song, here it is. We assume you know the tune:

Fight you Broncos 
Fight, fight, fight! 
Charge on in, get the win 
To-night, night, night.

Broncos have the will to score 
Increase the lead and watch us soar 
That’s the way, we end the day 
Po-mo-na is here to stay.

Fight you Broncos 
Fight, fight, fight! 
Time to show the other team 
Our might, might, might!

The green and gold will get the win, 
We are the best there’s ever been, 
The Broncos of Cal Poly

Want to learn more about Cal Poly 

Pomona and its history? Visit the 

timeline at http://bit.ly/cpptimeline

No . 57
every arabian horse at the arabian 
Horse Center today is a direct 
descendant of one of three mares from 
W.K. Kellogg’s original herd.
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Tradition
Our students have been a part
of the Rose Parade since 1949

Legacy
Kellogg’s Arabian horse shows

remain a campus fixture

Beauty
The Rose Garden has been 
dazzling visitors since 1927

Scoreboard
Our sports teams have won 

14 national titles

Outreach
The community is welcome

at Rain Bird BioTrek

Sustainability
The Lyle Center is carbon neutral,

 thanks to two solar panels

Farming
The College of Agriculture

remains deeply rooted here

Diversity
We are the face of 

Southern California’s future

Discovery
Students and faculty work
on cutting-edge research

Education
Learn-by-doing provides

real-world experiencePoints 
OF Pride
Just a few reasons to love 

Cal Poly Pomona
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By Tim Lynch 

caL poLy pomona found a worthy recipient of an honorary 
doctorate in 1998 when it selected W.K. Kellogg. After all, he, more 
than anyone, was responsible for the birth of the university. He donated 
the land, the buildings and his beloved Arabian horses, and the 
foundation he created provided generous support through the years. 
The college even bore his name at one time.

It’s a good thing, however, that the honorary doctorate was 
granted posthumously because the university might have faced 
opposition — from Kellogg himself.

“I did not think I was entitled to anything of this sort. … I was not 
an educated man and did not think I would feel very comfortable with 
a degree attached to my name,” Kellogg once said after a university 
president in the Midwest offered a similar honor.

W.K. Kellogg, who died 62 years ago at the age of 91, was a 
complex man. He spent a lifetime avoiding accolades but put his 
signature on every box of corn flakes that his cereal empire produced. He 
was demanding of his heirs but generous and grateful to his employees. 
He seldom showed emotion but his writing revealed a deep personality.

Drive around campus and you cannot miss his legacy: the Arabian 
horses, Kellogg West, the old stables, his mansion on the hill, the programs 
that bear his name. But his impact runs even deeper. His ethos is part of 
the fabric of this place, and if he were alive today, he would most likely be 
comfortable here because he would see himself in many of the students. To 
understand why, you need to understand the man himself. 

“I feel kind of blue. Am afraid that I will always 
be a poor man the way things look now.”

– W.K. Kellogg in a diary entry in 1884

Life did not come easy to Will Keith Kellogg, the seventh son 
of a working-class couple who settled in Battle Creek, Michigan. His 
teachers considered him dim-witted, though in fact he was nearsighted 
and could not see what was on the chalkboard. At 14 he went to work 
for his father’s broom-making business, traveling as far south as Texas. 
Five years later he returned home and enrolled at the local business 
college, earning the equivalent of a bachelor’s degree in four months. 
For the next two decades, he labored for his older brother John Harvey, 
who, while flamboyant in style, was a recognized leader in the medical 
profession and also served as chief medical officer of the Battle Creek 
Sanitarium, the renowned health spa of its day. W.K., as he came to be 
known, served as the bookkeeper, purchasing manager, shipping clerk, 
quality control supervisor, janitor and foil for his brother’s criticism. In 
1884, four years into his marriage, he confided in his diary that he was 
“Mr. Average Man.”

But that was about to change.

Without W.K. Kellogg, 
Cal Poly Pomona would not exist, 
but his significance to the campus 
transcends his generosity. 
The way he lived shows he was 
the consummate Bronco.   

Long before Cal Poly President Julian McPhee ever uttered the 
words “learn by doing,” the Kellogg brothers employed the concept to 
develop a product that would dramatically change Americans’ eating 
habits. They were convinced that flaked cereal would be a hit at the 
sanitarium, though they struggled to bring their concept to creation. 
After several failed attempts, they prepared a batch of cooked wheat 
but became distracted and left it out overnight. When they returned the 
next day, they found a moldy mess — a moldy, flakey mess.

Soon, the brothers had fine-tuned the process and were mass-
producing cereal, but success brought friction, and W.K. started his 
own company in 1906. When his factory burned down a year later, he 
organized production at a secondary plant, borrowed money and met 
immediately with an architect to build another. His cereal was catching 
on, and he would not be deterred.

Kellogg’s Corn Flakes quickly became the nation’s breakfast staple, 
but it wasn’t the slightly sweet taste that distinguished them from dozens 
of competitors in Battle Creek. It was the quiet man behind the bold 
signature on the box. His years of selling brooms, his entrepreneurial 
spirit and his understanding of human nature — a hands-on experience 
courtesy of his brother — made him a marketing genius. 

 “The Sweetheart of the Corn,” modern advertising’s first cover 
girl, graced his cereal boxes. He devised Wednesday Is Wink Day: “Give 
the grocer a wink and see what you’ll get,” a New York newspaper ad 
suggested. Any woman who followed through on the slightly risqué 
suggestion received a free box of Corn Flakes. He purchased the largest 
electronic billboard in Times Square and pioneered the use of coupons. 

Soon, W.K. was a millionaire — and that made him feel a little 
uncomfortable.

“It is my hope that the property that kind 
Providence has brought me may be helpful 
to many others, and that I may be found a 
faithful steward.”

– W.K. Kellogg

W.K. Kellogg might have insisted that his grandchildren count 
the change that they returned to him whenever they bought ice cream 
— teaching accountability was important — but his vision of the 
workplace was far ahead of its time. He built medical and dental clinics 
at his plant and installed a nursery for the children of female workers. 
During the depths of the Depression, he switched from three eight-hour 

Big Man
on Campus
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W.K. Kellogg seldom showed emotion, but his horses always made him happy.



shifts to four six-hour shifts to put more people to work. He used 21,400 
shares of his own company stock to establish the Twenty-Five Year Fund, 
which assisted longtime employees in need.

In 1925, he donated $1 million to create the Fellowship Corporation, 
the forerunner of his foundation, which focused on helping disabled 
children and their families. His motive was born of personal tragedy — 
a grandson who had fallen from a second-story window and suffered 
severe injuries. W.K. Kellogg funded the first school in the nation that 
mainstreamed disabled children.

Make no mistake, though, W.K. Kellogg was not ascetic. The same 
year he started sharing a significant portion of his wealth, he indulged 
his passions, building a mansion and a bird sanctuary at Gull Lake in 
Michigan, and buying an 800-acre ranch in the hills west of Pomona, 
where he fulfilled a childhood dream of raising Arabian horses. Few 
things gave him as much pleasure as riding his chestnut stallion Antez 
or hosting a Sunday afternoon horse show. 

W.K. Kellogg had achieved prosperity beyond his wildest imagination, 
but he never lost his perspective and sense of social responsibility. When 
he endowed his foundation in 1935, he went all in, allocating his full share 
of the Kellogg Company, roughly 55 percent of the common stock.

“He told his children that he did not intend to make them wealthy,” 
says Jim McHale, vice president of program strategy at the W.K. 
Kellogg Foundation. “He certainly left them enough so they could pursue 
their education, and he certainly was able to live comfortably for the 
remainder of his life, but most of his wealth went into the foundation.”

He also donated his land — the Gull Lake property to Michigan 
State University and the ranch to the University of California. When it 
appeared that the latter was not meeting his standards, he arranged to 
allocate it to the federal government during World War II, and in 1949 it 
became the property of California, to be used as the southern branch of 
the state college in San Luis Obispo, the precursor to Cal Poly Pomona. 

“A philanthropist is one who would do good for 
the love of his fellowmen. I love to do things for 
children because I get a kick out of it. Therefore, I 
am a selfish person and no philanthropist.”

– W.K. Kellogg in a letter to writer Paul de Kruif

Other than W.K. Kellogg’s heirs, perhaps no one knows the man 
better than Russ Mawby, who joined the W.K. Kellogg Foundation in 
1964 and served for 30 years, including 25 as the president and CEO. 

“When I joined the foundation, a number of staff who had started 
in the 1930s and ’40s were still there. Mr. Kellogg was very much a 
presence for them, which helped me better understand him,” Mawby 
says. He also forged friendships with the Kellogg grandchildren and 
immersed himself in Kellogg history. 

By getting to know Kellogg — “a kind, thoughtful and courteous 
man … formal in style and dress, but not aloof” — he developed a 
deep appreciation for W.K.’s priorities:

“Education offers the greatest opportunity for really improving one 
generation over another,” Mawby says, citing Kellogg’s own words.

On his watch, the foundation invested in many projects at Cal 
Poly Pomona, including the construction of Kellogg West to support 
lifelong learning. 

“I wanted to be a good steward of that which one man really made 
possible,” Mawby says. “I wanted to be true to his vision and his values.” 

That commitment to stewardship is palpable in Jim McHale’s 
description of the ongoing relationship between the foundation and Cal 
Poly Pomona.

“Sometimes my colleagues at the foundation wonder why I want to 
go out there once or twice a year,” McHale says. “They think I’m going 
to make sure Cal Poly Pomona is continuing with the Arabian horses, 
and that’s certainly part of it because Mr. Kellogg required that, but more 
important, I’m going out to sit down with the president to get an update on 
an institution that, at the end of the day, was what Mr. Kellogg cared about 
the most. Yes, he loved his horses, but they weren’t nearly as important as 
his interest in creating a university for the people of California.”

“Thousands of people have taken their needed, 
rightful place in the world because he helped 
them help themselves.”

– An excerpt from the Mutual 
Broadcasting System’s story of W.K. Kellogg’s life

The campus in 1949 — a few buildings and a lot of open space 
— was far different from the campus of today, but McHale says the 
students then and now have much in common.

“Pomona at the time was considered a rural area, and a lot of 
the students might not have had access to an institution of higher 
education. Mr. Kellogg wanted to make sure that they had that 
access. … And while Cal Poly Pomona continues to serve traditional 
rural kids, it also is serving an awful lot who otherwise would not 
have this opportunity. When you think of the number who are first-
generation college students, who are people of color … it’s really quite 
remarkable, and I believe Mr. Kellogg would be very pleased.”

W.K. Kellogg would indeed be comfortable among this generation 
of students, who are driven, hands-on learners with a social conscience.

 “So many students I meet there have tremendous potential and 
big ideas,” McHale says. “Mr. Kellogg would like that, which is why he 
has given them an opportunity.”

The most significant manifestation of the foundation’s commitment 
to Cal Poly Pomona took place in 2010, when it provided $42 million, a 
record cash donation to a California State University. The endowment 
will provide roughly $2 million annually in perpetuity.

“We wanted Cal Poly Pomona to be able to remain on the cutting 
edge of developing programs that are going to be relevant moving 
forward,” McHale says. “We want to make sure that the legacy wasn’t 
lost between Mr. Kellogg and the university.”

University President Michael Ortiz says the gift, which comes with 
no restrictions, has been a game-changer.

“What makes the gift special is that there are no strings 
attached,” Ortiz says. “We started looking at how we could create 
opportunities for students that would enhance their opportunities at 
the university. We are following the Kellogg Foundation’s philosophy of 
trying to make the world a better place by focusing on people.”

He says it also provides a unique enticement down the road when 
the day comes to find his successor.

“Think about recruiting a president and in the conversation 
saying, ‘You will have from an endowment an income of $2 million of 
undesignated funds annually.’  People with good ideas can come here 
and immediately have resources. They can change lives.”

“I’ll invest my money in people.”
– W.K. Kellogg 

W.K. Kellogg believed in faithful stewardship. It is a principle 
he passed on to his foundation. And it is one that resides at Cal Poly 
Pomona — another reason W.K. would find himself at home here.

W.K. Kellogg left a lasting mark at 
Cal Poly Pomona, and his belief in 

education to improve people’s lives is 
carried on in the work of the Kellogg 

Foundation. “I wanted to be true 
to his vision and his values,” says 
Russ Mawby, above right, former 

president and CEO of the foundation. 
Jim McHale, below Mawby, says “Mr. 

Kellogg would be very pleased” by the 
way Cal Poly Pomona serves 

first-generation students.
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Horsehill Vineyards 
Produces Sparkling and 
75th Anniversary Wines

Cal Poly Pomona’s Horsehill Vineyards 
has produced its first sparkling wine and 
created another vintage to celebrate the 
university’s 75th anniversary.

Rossana, the sparkling wine, is named 
after W.K. Kellogg’s stunning foundation 
Arabian mare. A classically styled brut rosé, 
Rossana is produced from Zinfandel grapes 
grown at Horsehill Vineyards that are lightly 
pressed to capture its blush hue. 

“Its versatility makes it an excellent 
choice for many occasions and cuisines … and 
should be enjoyed very chilled,” says Margie 
Ferree Jones, associate professor at The 
Collins College of Hospitality Management.

The second wine, which was created for 
the 75th anniversary, is the 2011 Kellogg Cuvée. 
Master winemaker Jon McPherson combined 
Zinfandel from Horsehill Vineyards on campus 
with Syrah and two lesser known red varietals 
called Touriga Nacional and Mataro. Aged in 
oak barrels, the four varietals create rich berry 
notes that move into a smoky blend of spice 
and sweet floral aromas that are beautifully 
shrouded in a well-knit veil of tannins.

Rossana  is available while supplies last 
in the Farm Store at Kellogg Ranch and the 
Restaurant at Kellogg Ranch for $15 a bottle. 
The cuvée will retail for $20 starting Sept. 23 
through the holidays. After January the wine 
may sell for $25 a bottle.  

quicktakes

Again Among ‘Best in the West’
Cal Poly Pomona has been listed as one of the “Best in the West” universities, 

alongside USC and UC Berkeley in Princeton Review’s annual report. The “2014 Best 
Colleges: Region by Region” were chosen mainly for their excellence in academics, as well 
as positive student surveys.

The list recognizes 644 colleges, including 125 in the western region. The university was 
also listed in Princeton Review’s “Guide to Green Colleges” for four consecutive years and 
“The Best Business Schools” in the past two years. This year, the Sierra Club ranked Cal Poly 
Pomona 48th on its national list of greenest universities.

in Memoriam

Robert L. Beardmore, 84, developed the mechanical engineering department’s curriculum 
into the applied engineering programming that still exists to this day. He died Jan. 13.
Robert Gilbert, professor emeritus of theatre, died after a three-year battle with leukemia. He 
was 74. Gilbert directed and acted in more than 100 plays in his career. 
Edward Appel, founder of the agricultural services and inspection/agricultural biology 
program, died on March 16, his birthday. He was 94. Appel helped restart the agricultural 
inspection program at the Voorhis campus, which was suspended during World War II.
Walter Coombs, longtime chair of the social sciences department, died March 31 at 94. He 
had a long career in public service, working for the State Department, the governor’s office in 
Montana and the Los Angeles World Affairs Council.
George Galbreath, longtime economics professor, died June 15 at 86. He helped establish 
the Academic Senate and Cal Poly Federal Credit Union. He was the first to receive the 
university’s Outstanding Teaching Award.
Lea Virginia Johnson, 97, who taught for 18 years at the Teacher Preparation Center, died 
June 22. She was named the Distinguished Teacher of the Year in 1974. 
Henry C. Co, 63, a professor in the technology and operations management department, died 
July 29. Co helped create the supply chain and operations technology lab and develop the 
e-business track.

The Game of Life
Hall of Fame athletes remember the coaches 
who shaped them both on and off the field

By Ivan Alber

a coach’s Lessons in techniQue and strategy can Last a season, but the Lessons that 
influence an athletes’ character can last a lifetime.

Four members of the Cal Poly Pomona Athletics Hall of Fame say their coaches were superb 
mentors who inspired them to seek careers that touch others’ lives.

Softball stars Barbara Reinalda and Suzy Brazney played for head coach Carol Spanks, who led 
the Broncos to eight appearances in the College World Series during her 15 years at the university 
starting in 1978. Spanks and assistant coach Shirley Topley guided the team on and off the field.

“Both Carol and Shirley taught you the right way to play,” Brazney says. “Always play hard, 
never trash talk. Go about your business and do your thing. And then, for sure, always give back 
to the game and the community.”

Today, Brazney is the head coach at Golden West College in Huntington Beach, while 
Reinalda serves as the associate head coach at Yale.

Another Hall of Fame member involved in coaching is Darrell Miller, who earned baseball 
All-American honors in 1979 before being drafted by the then California Angels and playing five 
seasons in the big leagues.

One of the monumental steps in Miller’s baseball journey came when, as a recruit, he arrived 
at Cal Poly Pomona for his first meeting with renowned coach John Scolinos.

“I had never met anyone like him,” Miller says. “The way he looked at me, it just seemed 
like he was a really calm person. He spoke very clearly and powerfully. My spirit connected with 
his, and I just knew that’s where I was supposed to be, at Cal Poly Pomona.”

Now serving as Major League Baseball’s vice president of youth and facility development, 
Miller has been a guiding force behind the league’s Urban Youth Academy, which provides free 
instruction at four baseball academies in underserved communities.

“Coach Scolinos taught us the three C’s: class, character and concern,” Miller says. “It’s 
about showing class in all situations, having character and then showing concern for those 
around you. Those three things have always carried me.”

The Broncos’ first Hall of Fame class, inducted in 1986, included Sue Gozansky, who played 
six sports — two per quarter.

“I was honored to be inducted because I had such a great experience at Cal Poly Pomona,” 

Sue Gozansky

Barbara Reinalda

Darrell Miller

Suzy Brazney (front row, third from left) played on 
the 1980 softball team under coach Carol Spanks.



An ‘Evening of Champions’
Just as the Hall of Fame members developed deep and 

lasting relationships with their mentors, they formed lifelong 
friendships with fellow inductees. The Homecoming and Family 
Weekend on Feb. 7-8 will be a reunion for the university’s 
greatest athletes, who will be re-inducted and will welcome a 
new class of honorees at an “Evening of Champions.”

“The greatest part of Homecoming will be to sit around with 
teammates and rehash the time we spent together at Cal Poly 
Pomona,” says Barbara Reinalda, who was inducted into the 
university’s Hall of Fame in 1992. “Through all of the different 
activities scheduled for that weekend, the most memorable part 
for me will be to enjoy the company of my former teammates.”

Homecoming and Family Weekend activities will start with 
the invite-only induction ceremonies on Feb. 7. 

The Bronco baseball program — national champions in 
1976, 1980 and 1983 — will host Dixie State on Feb. 8 at noon 
on Scolinos Field. Nearby, the Homecoming Festival will get 
underway at 1 p.m.

After the festival, fans and alumni will pack Kellogg Gym 
to watch the Bronco basketball teams host conference rival Cal 
State East Bay in a doubleheader starting at 5:30 p.m. The women’s 
basketball program owns five of the Broncos’ 14 national titles.  
The men’s squad, which finished last season with a record of 28-3, 
captured its first Division II championship in 2010.

To learn more about the weekend, visit www.
broncoathletics.com/hof. To nominate someone for the induction 
into the Hall of Fame, go to 
www.broncoathletics.com/hof.

Gozansky says. “Lorelee Miller [who was an MVP in six sports from 
1961 to 1965] was in the same induction class. I always thought she 
was the greatest athlete, so it was a special honor to be inducted 
alongside her.”

Dorothy Kiefer, the first female professor in the university’s 
kinesiology department, coached Gozansky in tennis and 
basketball and had a lasting impact: Gozansky guided the 
volleyball team at UC Riverside to three national championships in 
a career lasting almost four decades.

“We became great friends after my time at Cal Poly Pomona, 
and she was an important role model for me,” Gozansky says. “I’ll 
always remember going to her house with the team for pizza after 
games and spending time with her family.”

For Reinalda, Brazney, Miller and Gozansky, the Bronco teams 
turned into a second family through all the tough practices and 
long road trips.

“I learned a lot from my coaches at Cal Poly Pomona,” 
Reinalda says. “They spent a lot of time getting to know the 
student-athletes and figuring out what style of coaching worked 
for each individual. When they told me I’d make a good coach, I 
knew I could trust that they knew what they were talking about.”

To hear more from these Hall of Famers, and to see how you 
can participate in selecting the 2014 Hall of Fame inductees, go to 
http://bit.ly/17oLCW3.

By Dan Lee

College of Science
Professor Barbara Burke

before transferring to caL poLy pomona in 1997 from a LocaL 
junior college, I lacked any real academic and career guidance. The 
SEES program provided me with the necessary mentoring and focus 
I needed to complete my undergraduate degree, but it was Dr. Burke 
who identified my potential to do more than just obtain a bachelor’s 
degree in chemistry. As a result of her guidance and nurturing, I gained 
the confidence in my abilities to apply for graduate school. Even during 
my doctoral program she would still reach out to make sure I was 
doing well and provided encouragement when needed. Today I have 
my doctorate in chemistry from the University of Southern California 
and enjoy a career as a scientist in the research and development 
organization of a Fortune 500 ‘Top 10’ pharmaceutical company.

 — Gregorio V. Sanchez Jr., ‘01

CLASS 

Professor David Speak

through the countLess office hours i spent with professor speaK, 
I not only developed the ability to think analytically (something 
crucial in my profession), but I developed a strong sense of charitable 
responsibility. Because I am a financial advisor, I am constantly 
around the wealthiest people in the world. My client base is almost 
all highly educated, and their net worth can range from $1 million to 
$500 million. Consequently, it can be very easy for someone to lose 
true perspective on the struggles that many experience every day. 

However, the values Professor Speak instilled in me about 
charitable giving greatly influences how I advise my clients and how I 
live my life. One of the principal goals in my business is to encourage 
my Taiwanese and Chinese American clients to contribute portions 
of their vast wealth to programs that assist underprivileged youth in 
areas like education. Additionally, the social responsibility Professor 
Speak taught through example has inspired me to establish several 
scholarships for underprivileged youth at Cal Poly Pomona. Because 
of Professor Speak’s generosity, I am fortunate to be very successful 
in my profession. He gave me an opportunity to succeed when I was a 
student struggling to make ends meet. In return, I hope to provide the 
same helping hand I was given to others in my position.

— Chung-Hsieo (Sean) Yu, ‘01 

Lasting impressions
What makes a great professor? The answers are as varied as the students in class, but it’s 
doubtful that “knows the material” would top anyone’s list.  Greatness transcends the mere 
imparting of knowledge. We asked a sampling of alumni to share their reflections about the 
professors who made a difference in their lives.  If you would like to share yours, we would 
like to hear them. Visit the 75th Anniversary Memory Wall at www.csupomona.edu/75th and 
complete the simple online form. Don’t worry; there won’t be a pop quiz.
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Kellogg Art Gallery: 
Ink & Clay Exhibition  
Sept. 14 - Oct. 26
For the first time, the annual Ink & Clay 
exhibition at the W. Keith & Janet Kellogg 
University Art Gallery will be open to artists 
from all 50 states. Drawings, sculptures and 
ceramics will be on display. The exhibition is 
free and open to the public, and the gallery 
will be open from noon to 4 p.m. Tuesday 
through Sunday. A reception will be held 
Saturday, Sept. 21, from 3 to 6 p.m. For 
details, call (909) 869-4302.

Arabian Horse Center 
Reunion BBQ & Tour
Oct. 5-6
The W.K. Kellogg Arabian Horse Center will 
host a reunion for alumni, friends and family 
to mark Cal Poly Pomona’s 75th anniversary. 
The weekend will kick off with a barbecue on 
Saturday at 6 p.m., featuring an auction and 

entertainment by rhythm and blues band The 
Blue Buzzards. On Sunday morning, enjoy a 
cowboy breakfast followed by tours of the 
Arabian Horse Center, the Arabian Horse Library 
and Kellogg House Pomona. After a presentation 
of the Arabian horses, the first horse show of 
the year will begin at 2 p.m. The registration 
deadline for the barbecue and breakfast 
is Sept. 29. For more information, visit        
www.csupomona.edu/kellogg-arabian-
horse-center-reunion. 

Kellogg Honors College: 
A Decade of Excellence
Oct. 11
The Kellogg Honors College will commemorate 
its 10th anniversary by hosting astronaut Story 
Musgrave, who will give a talk titled, “Design a 
Life for Yourself: One Little Step at a Time.” The 
speech, which is free and open to the public, 
will take place from 5 to 6:30 p.m. in the Bronco 
Student Center, Ursa Major. For details, email 
honorscollege@csupomona.edu. An honors 
college alumni reunion dinner will follow.

Pumpkin Festival 
Oct. 19-20
It’s that time of year again! Choose from 
thousands of pumpkins right out of the patch 
next to the Farm Store. Enjoy a pancake 
breakfast, a corn maze, a petting zoo, horse 
rides, entertainment and lots of activities for 
kids. The festival will be open from 8 a.m. to 5 
p.m. Alumni Association members are invited 
to a preview event on Oct. 17 from 5:30 to 8:30 
p.m. Admission is free, and guests are asked to 
RSVP by Oct. 11. For more information, contact 
the Office of Alumni Affairs at alumni@
csupomona.edu or (909) 869-2963.

Matt’s Run
Oct. 19
Join the Cal Poly Pomona community for the 
eighth annual Matthew Myers Memorial 5K 
Run/Walk. The event begins at 8 a.m. in front 
of the W.K. Kellogg Arabian Horse Center 
and is open to participants of all ages. Early 
registration is $35, or $20 with a student ID. 
Same-day registration will be available at 6:30 
a.m. for an additional $5. Proceeds from the 
event support scholarships. For details and to 
register, visit www.mattsrun.org. 

Robert Lawrence Balzer 
Exhibition Preview 
nov. 7
Preview an exhibit of wine artifacts and other 
antiques from the late renowned wine journalist 
Robert Lawrence Balzer’s collection at the W. 
Keith & Janet Kellogg University Art Gallery. 
The exhibition is open to the public Nov. 9 
through Dec. 21. For more information, call 
(909) 869-3110.

Kellogg Distinguished     
Public Lecture Series
nov. 14
Annie Leonard, author and environmental 
activist, will discuss the environmental costs 
of a consumer-driven culture as part of the 
Kellogg Distinguished Public Lecture Series. A 
reception will take place at 6 p.m. before the 
lecture at 7 in the Bronco Student Center, Ursa 
Major. The entire event is open to the public, 
but registration is required. To register, visit 
www.csupomona.edu/~kellogglectures. 

Holiday Open House
Dec. 1 & 8
Tour Kellogg House Pomona while it’s dressed 
up for the holiday season. Enjoy the festivities 
and treats from noon to 2 p.m.  For more 
information, call (909) 869-2251.

datesCEIS 
Professor Tony avina
when i met dr. avina, i was a fuLL-time mother, wife and speciaL-
education educator working beyond the bell. I was very hesitant about 
going back to school and obtaining a credential in a field [administration] 
dominated by males and where a 10- to 12-hour day is the norm. One 
thing that especially impressed me about Dr. Avina is his passion to inspire 
female educators to pursue higher education and not be afraid to take on 
leadership positions  … Many times throughout the program I questioned 
whether I was fit to become an administrator and if I truly believed in a 
school system that is constantly changing and is influenced by external 
factors that are irrepressible. It was Dr. Avina who continuously reminded 
me that in order to create change we must become change agents to 
inspire positive movement. Without a vision there is no purpose.

Through Dr. Avina’s encouragement and support, I am proud to say 
that I was recently appointed as assistant principal of Schurr High School 
in Montebello Unified School District. In fact, on July 11, the board of 
education appointed four assistant principals and one principal. Three out 
of the five individuals appointed are former students of Dr. Avina. He is 
truly an exceptional mentor who goes above and beyond to support and 
inspire students in the administration credential program. Dr. Avina is a 
change agent who has inspired many educational leaders and, without a 
doubt, will continue to inspire generations to come. 
 

— Elizabeth Rodarte, ‘85

College of Business Administration
Professor Emeritus David Parry 
he was a gem of a guy. he demanded competence and thoroughness. 
He was tough and didn’t like to give partial credit, and for good reason: 
You don’t get partial credit as a developer. … The way he taught about 
benchmarking real estate supply and demand was phenomenal and 
hooked me for life. I am at the top of my field in a specialized class 
of real estate. I’ve transacted over a billion dollars’ worth of golf real 
estate and use all the same fundamentals I learned from Professor 
Parry and other professors to accomplish this.

— Joe Guerra, ‘84

Collins College of Hospitality Management
Professor Robert Small
my Junior year, i tooK his wines & spirits course. LittLe did i Know 
that class would open my eyes to a whole world of opportunity. Every 
bottle of wine has a story, so learning about the different varietals, 
regions and wine-making process, paired with Dr. Small’s personal 
anecdotes, piqued my interest in beverage, food and travel. The following 
quarter I was his teaching assistant in the very same class and was 
privileged to attend a wine education trip he conducted through the 
Central Coast. This was the first of many wine-focused trips for me, 
which I attribute to the initial experience with Dr. Small. His passion for 
food and wine was infectious. Now, 15 years later, I couldn’t be more 
excited about the upcoming Food and Cultural Tour of southeastern 
France, which will be led by Dr. Small this fall. He is an accomplished 
educator, author and business owner. He has inspired me to continue to 
learn, evolve, teach and take risks. I am infinitely grateful for those gifts!

— Sara Madden, ‘99

Visit our 75th Anniversary website 
to see more of what’s happening on 
campus. www.csupomona.edu/75th
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Attention 
Alumni 

Parents: 
Please share 

new addresses of 
sons and daughters 

who are 
Cal Poly Pomona 

graduates.

Call (800) 722-5765

Cal Poly Pomona is marking its 75th anniversary 
with a full year’s worth of activities, events and commemorations.

Arabian Horse Center Reunion Barbecue & Tour — October 5 and 6

Pumpkin Festival — October 19 and 20

Kellogg House Pomona holiday tours — December 1 and 8

Homecoming and Family Weekend — February 7 and 8

Come Join the 
Celebration!

For these events and more, visit our 75th anniversary website: www.csupomona.edu/75th/

Do you have an interesting, funny or nostalgic story about your time on campus? Share it with us.
www.csupomona.edu/75th/wall.html


