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Snapshots of Success
Meet five very different students with a common drive

By Tim Lynch

The sTaTe budgeT crisis has casT a long shadow on campuses across The sTaTe, 
forcing difficult conversations about the direction of higher education. In this climate, 
it’s important to remember the great work, the significant accomplishments, the joy of 
youth and the bright futures being shaped every day across campus. Here’s a look at 
five students who are defining success on their own terms.

JacLyn Zandieh won’T be parTicipaTing in The riTe of passage ThaT mosT 
graduating seniors experience this time of year: the job hunt.

A student in the finance, real estate and law program in the College 
of Business Administration, Zandieh had a career waiting for her when she 
completed her studies in the winter quarter. Northrop Grumman “interviewed 
me on Friday and offered me a job on Monday,” Zandieh says, recounting her 
whirlwind experience at the Career Fair last fall, where several employers 
competed for students with her skills. 

Cal Poly Pomona has the only contract management major on the West Coast, 
putting its graduates in high demand. 

 “It’s the marriage of law and finance,” Zandieh says of her career choice. 
“Contract management is something I’d want to learn for my life and not just for 
a career. You’re not just sitting at a desk crunching numbers every day.”

Zandieh, a self-confessed nerd, says she loves the attention to detail — a 
skill she acquired in the classroom, at her internship and as a member of Cal 

Poly Pomona’s chapter of the National 
Contract Management Association, the 
first of its kind in the nation.

She also loves the opportunity to 
immerse herself in the object of the 
contract. At Northrop Grumman, it will 
be satellites.

Sergio LorenZo ZaragoZa iii 
exhibiTs The poise, quieT confidence and 
wide-ranging interests of a public 
speaker or seasoned politician.

But Zaragoza isn’t studying political 

Tobias Jahn stands out 
on and off the court.

April Marshburn’s capstone 
project provides a blueprint to 
revitalize Escondido Creek. 

it seems that every time i speak in 
public or write for publication, the “b” 
word rears its ugly head and dominates 
the conversation. of course, i am talking 

about budget. The 
noise surrounding 
our fiscal crisis 
can drown out 
some inspiring 
achievements by 
our alumni, faculty, 
staff and students. 
These achievements 
are happening every day, so i am proud that 
we are celebrating success in this edition of 
PanoraMa with some special stories about 
people making a difference.

 cal Poly Pomona believes that the 
educational experience is not exclusive to the 
classroom. Learning occurs everywhere. hands-on 
experience is our strength, in evidence recently 
when our student team of computer whizzes 
captured the Western regional collegiate cyber 
defense competition. This real-world experience 
is propelling graduates into a burgeoning industry. 
Last year, Boeing hired six of our students. another 
example is our accounting students who volunteer 
their time to provide free income tax preparation to 
low income residents in the Pomona Valley.

 in this new-look edition of PanoraMa, you 
will meet students who are using our educational 
model in different ways. Learning occurs in wind 
tunnels and hockey games, at restaurants and 
basketball courts. it is experience that separates 
our graduates from other universities. They are 
ready and prepared to make an immediate impact.

 hands-on learning is cal Poly Pomona’s 
identity and why this university will always be a 
special place to study and work. if you would like 
to share your story, feel free to send me a note at 
president@csupomona.edu.

Michael ortiz • President
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science or communication. The first-generation college student is a mechanical engineering junior — and by all 
appearances a brilliant one, with a resume and pocketful of scholarships that open doors.  

“There are so many opportunities, but people tend to ignore them,” he says. “My goal last year was to 
research the best scholarships out there and to pursue them.”

Mission accomplished. 
He’s the recipient of a $10,000 scholarship and internship from NASA through the Motivating Undergraduates in 

Science and Technology program. He also participates in Academic Excellence Workshops, developing a curriculum 
for the teaching of dynamics, “the story of matter,” which he has presented to student groups to improve his teaching 
skills. And last year, he joined the Baja SAE racing team and designed a fiberglass suspension race seat.

“I see engineering as more than just equations but as a way of life,” he says.  
His interest in the profession is hard wired. At 12, he started working for his father’s construction company. When he 

could drive, he was made a project manager, learning the ins and outs of the business and getting a taste of his future.
Now, he’s focused on earning advanced degrees and becoming a college professor and researcher. 

ToBiaS Jahn can’T help buT sTand ouT. 
A 6-foot-9 power forward on the men’s basketball team, Jahn helped the Broncos claim their first NCAA 

championship this March, a thrilling sequel to last year’s NCAA title game appearance in which the Broncos 
were runners-up. He’s also an emigrant from Germany who speaks three languages and is learning a fourth, an 
international business major with a GPA well above 3 — and an advice columnist.

 “I have an answer for everything, not like all the philosophers who try to figure out who we are and never get 
anywhere,” Jahn said in his introductory column in the student newspaper. “I am legit and straight to the point.” The 
first line was admittedly sarcastic. The second rings true.

Don’t ask Jahn a question unless you want an honest answer. He attributes it to being German. “We’re 
straightforward, which is why some people think we’re [jerks],” he says. “In California, people can say one thing and 
mean another.”

Jahn, a junior, would like to continue playing basketball after college, perhaps in Greece or Spain. Injuries 
slowed him this year, but he’s confident in his athletic ability and basketball skills. “I want to take this farther than 
some people think I can,” he says. 

You can take him at his word.

ray BiShoP had an epiphany while eaTing a grilled cheese sandwich. iT was laTe in The evening, and he was enjoying 
his favorite comfort food to counteract another frustrating day of fielding complaints at an electronics store, when he 
realized that something had to change.

“I told my wife, Mei, that I wanted more out of life,” he says. “I told her I wanted to be a chef, and she said, 
‘Well, why don’t you want to own a restaurant?’”

She did the research, and he followed her advice. First, Chaffey College. Then he transferred into the university’s 
hospitality management program. After graduation this spring, he’s headed to the Culinary Institute of America in Napa.

This is heady stuff for someone who dropped out of his first attempt at community college. Today, he serves as 
president of the United Culinarians and works part time as a bottler at Dale Brothers Brewery in Upland.

His interest in beer, cultivated while growing up in Germany, has led to his latest project, Polynation, an amber 
lager brewed at Dale Brothers that bears a unique label designed by a Cal Poly Pomona alumnus. It will be sold at 
the student-run Restaurant at Kellogg Ranch, with proceeds going back to the college. Bishop says the marketing 
concepts he’s learned will come in handy when he opens a restaurant.

His bar menu, he adds, will include grilled cheese sandwiches.

aPriL MarShBurn, a graduaTe sTudenT in landscape archiTecTure, had no idea her search for a capsTone projecT 
would take her home.

“Coming back has been a joy,” she says, reflecting on the study of Escondido Creek that she and three 
colleagues undertook with their faculty advisors last fall. “It’s like being a tourist in the town you grew up in.” 

The 606 Studio project, suggested by a student who had no idea Marshburn lived on the outskirts of 
Escondido, explores a seven-mile stretch of channel and an adjacent bike path that run through town and cut across 
demographic lines.

The project has at times stirred spirited discussion in the community and given her an appreciation for the public 
relations side of her future career. 

“A lot of people have ideas about what we’re trying to do, but this speculation is premature. We will begin 
developing designs after we complete our research,” says Marshburn, who wrote an opinion piece in the local 
newspaper to dispel misinformation. “We have been taught to set aside preconceived notions.”

Supported by a $56,000 grant from the city, the 606 Studio team has visited the area several times, met with 
local groups and hosted community events, and gathered prodigious data. The goal, Marshburn says, is to give the 
city a vision of how to increase access, improve safety and the ecology of the area, and facilitate an appreciation for 
a valuable public asset.

“Ultimately, it’s up to the city to implement a plan,” she says. “We’re just honored to play a part.”

Aerospace Program Receives 
$1.2 Million Award

The college of engineering has received 
$1.2 million in federal funding — totaling            
$5 million over six years — to continue 
upgrading its aerospace engineering 
laboratories and equipment.

The funding primarily will go toward work 
on the supersonic and subsonic wind tunnels, 
which can simulate airflow for aerodynamic 
testing. Through a partnership with the air Force, 
the college received the equipment on a long-
term loan for academic projects and research. 
in addition, the wind tunnels are available to 
companies in the aerospace industry and other 
universities for research, as well as to K-12 
students for tours to promote science, technology, 
engineering and mathematics education.

over the last six years, the grant has also 
allowed the aerospace engineering program to 
expand its research in unmanned aerial vehicles, 
aerospace structures and structural dynamics, 
and spacecraft and rocket development.

Rose Float Makes History

“Jungle cuts,” the cal Poly universities’ entry 
in this year’s Tournament of roses Parade, made 
history by winning two major honors: the Bob hope 
humor Trophy and the Viewers’ choice award. 

The float, depicting a monkey barber shop 
replete with a menagerie of customers wearing 
mullets, beehives and mohawks, drew loud 
cheers as it ambled down colorado Boulevard. it 
was also a favorite of the judges, who awarded 
it the Bob hope Trophy as the most comical and 
amusing entry in the parade. 

“Jungle cuts” made history the day after the 
parade by winning the Viewers’ choice award, 
which is voted on by the public. The float received 
20,788 votes in the online poll sponsored by KTLa-
channel 5, edging out “FFa Today,” a floral tribute 
to the Future Farmers of america. This is the 
second straight Viewers’ choice award for the 
cal Poly float. 

Windfall Gift Adds to University’s 
Equine Legacy
audrey deardorff, a successful horse breeder and owner, 
wanted to ensure that her passion for equine education 
and activities would continue after her death. She died 
in 2005 at the age of 82 and left her horse ranch to 
Cal Poly Pomona, knowing that the university would 
preserve her legacy. 

The university recently received the windfall gift, 
which is valued at nearly $3 million, and includes 6 
acres of land, stables, a barn, three houses and a horse 
arena in Norco. 

For more than 50 years, Deardorff raised and bred 
hundreds of thoroughbreds and racing quarter horses. The 
Deardorff Ranch is home to a private riding school that 
trains numerous young people in the art of English riding.

University Receives National 
Honor for Service

cal poly pomona has been named To The 2009 
President’s Higher Education Community Service 
Honor Roll, the highest federal recognition a 
university can receive for its commitment to 
volunteering, service-learning and civic engagement. 

The Corporation for National and Community 
Service, which administers the annual award, 
recognized colleges and universities for their impact 
on issues such as poverty, homelessness and 
environmental justice. 

At Cal Poly Pomona, the Center for Community 
Service-Learning coordinates a number of ongoing 
volunteer activities, such as the Homework Help 
Center at the Pomona Public Library, the Youth 
Storytelling Mentorship Program at the Boys & 
Girls Clubs of Pomona Valley, and JusticeCorps 
internships at self-help legal access centers. The 
annual volunteer fair last spring drew 42 community 
organizations and 350 students.

Business Complex to 
Break Ground

The college of Business administration will 
celebrate its groundbreaking of a new business 
complex on april 29 at 10 a.m. in the W.K. Kellogg 
rose garden.

The new business complex will include three 
buildings and a courtyard. amenities include 
lecture halls with tiered seating, the 200-seat 
gregoire Family auditorium and classrooms with 
the latest in instructional technology.

The two-year project is funded by voter-
approved california Proposition 1d (the 
Kindergarten-university Public education Facilities 
Bond act of 2006) as well as contributions from 
foundations and private donors.

alumni and the community are invited to 
attend the groundbreaking. The event features 
refreshments provided by einstein Bros. Bagels, 
which will open a cafe in the complex.  For more 
information, call (909) 869-3006.

greg Kamansky gathered his thoughts, waited a moment and said the 
word that was unspoken for so long but so true and on the minds of cal Poly 
Pomona fans and supporters. 

“redemption!” the Broncos men’s basketball coach exclaimed after his 
team defeated no. 2 indiana university of Pennsylvania 65-53 for the ncaa 

division ii championship on March 27 at the 
MassMutual center. 

it was one year ago that the Broncos lost 
in the ncaa title game, losing on a last-second, 
desperation 3-pointer from Findley’s Tyler evans 
in overtime.

There would be little doubt about this 
contest as the men’s basketball team was out to 
claim its first ncaa championship and the 14th 
ncaa title in school history. 

The Broncos, who finished the season 28-6, 
took control from the outset as it scored  the 
game’s first eight points and never trailed against 
a team that entered play on a 15-game winning 
streak. For the game, the Broncos held the crimson 
hawks to their lowest scoring effort on the season 
and 25 points below the season average. 

The Broncos became the first unranked team 
to win the championship since north alabama in 
1979. They also became just the third school to 
lose a national title and win the following year. 

“i am so proud of our team’s effort because 
it took our best game of the year to defeat a team 
that presents so many weapons,” Kamansky said. 
“That we held them to 53 points and stopped their 
big guns speaks volumes about our guys. 

“But it’s more than just defense. We hit shots 
during the entire elite eight, and we showed 
improvement from the foul line the last two games. 
it takes a team to win here, and i can’t say enough 
about how they mesh together and play unselfishly.” 

Senior austin Swift was unanimously 
chosen the tournament’s most outstanding 
player. Joining him as an all elite eight choice 
is senior dahir nasser. 

Broncos Win 
NCAA Championship

Ray Bishop helped develop Polynation, 
a Cal Poly Pomona label beer.

Farm Store to Sell University Wine
cal poly pomona’s horsehill vineyards wine, made from 
grapes grown on campus, is now available at the Farm 
Store at Kellogg Ranch. 

The Collins College of Hospitality Management 
and the College of Agriculture partnered with master 
winemaker Jon McPherson at South Coast Winery in 
Temecula to produce and bottle the rosé for the university. 
Roughly two-thirds of the 2008 harvest yielded 328 cases 
of Horsehill Vineyards Zinfandel Rosé.

The 2008 Zinfandel Rosé won the Gold Medal, Best 
of Class in the Best Rosé Limited Production category 
at the 70th annual Los Angeles International Wine 
& Spirits Competition. The 2008 Horsehill Vineyards 
Zinfandel received a bronze medal in the category Limited 
Production Zinfandel from 2007 or Later.

Marketing team members create a display 
for the university’s award-winning 
Horsehill Vineyards wine.

Lifelong equine enthusiast Audrey 
Deardorff left her horse ranch to the 
university, home of the W.K. Kellogg 
Arabian Horse Center. 

Mark Waters adjusts a cross-flow fan wing before 
flight-testing the craft in the subsonic wind tunnel.
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By Marisa navarro

as elecTronics become an indispensable parT of our lives, The daTa embedded in Them conTain a goldmine of informaTion 
that helps law enforcement nab crooked corporate executives and unscrupulous shareholders.  

“We’re in an information age,” Professor Gregory Carlton says. “We’re also in a litigious age. Together, these 
two worlds are going to make this field expand rapidly.” 

Extracting data requires a methodical process and an in-depth knowledge of information systems. One missed 
step could corrupt data or make the evidence inadmissible in a court of law. 

To address these issues, Cal Poly Pomona launched the Advanced Computer Forensics Lab and created the 
Computer Forensics Certification 
Program. Housed in the College 
of Business Administration, the 
lab promotes student learning, 
advances academic research 
and provides space for law 
enforcement agencies to conduct 
work. The certification program 
helps law enforcement agencies 
learn the latest techniques 
in retrieving evidence from 
computer systems. As director 
of computer forensics programs, 
Carlton oversees the lab and the 

a new internship program with the ontario 
reign, the minor league affiliate of the Los angeles 
Kings, offers cal Poly Pomona students an insider’s 
knowledge of the professional sports industry. 

The internship program launched fall 2009 and 
has a dozen business students performing tasks 
that range from selling season tickets to tracking 
consumer spending to drafting press releases. The 
students’ duties, however, are more varied given 
the fact that they also attend home games. Fans 
who are greeted at the door, meet team mascot 
Blaze the dragon or participate in contests during 
intermissions are more than likely encountering a 
cal Poly Pomona student.

interns are essential for minor league teams 
that often have a modest staff size, says evan 
Flagg, a reign senior account executive. They also 
bring a much needed jolt of energy. 

“When you’re working 22 days in a row, it’s 
almost necessary to have interns here who can 
provide a fresh outlook and fresh ideas to the 
organization,” Flagg says. “Seeing their excitement 
gets us excited too.”

The reign is relatively new to the area — its 
inaugural season at citizens Business Bank arena 

Plugging Into a New Field 
University launches computer forensics lab and certification program

College of Business Administration 
students Alfred Morales and 
Wendy Carpio get hands-on 
experience through the internship 
program with the Ontario Reign.

Business students are a big part of 
the team for the Ontario Reign

By Marisa navarro

began in 2008 — and there wasn’t an internship program in place when the team opened its doors. When 
the college of Business administration approached executives about implementing an exclusive internship 
program, no one hesitated. cal Poly Pomona has a reputation of producing a diverse student body that has a 
tireless work ethic and strong ties to the community, says Flagg, who grew up in the Pomona Valley.   

as a third-year accounting student, christian Mora was introduced to software programs in his accounting 
classes, but it was during his internship with the reign that he really mastered them. The ontario resident 
became so adept using the programs that he helped implement them for the team’s charity, the hope reigns 
Foundation. Mora is now determined to apply his accounting skills to a sports franchise when he graduates. 

“i love the internship,” Mora says. “i actually have a better sense of what i want to do with my life.” 
oscar andrade commits 15 hours a week as a ticket sales and service intern while juggling his 

commitment to school and a full-time job. 
The sacrifices he has made are worth it as andrade has been inspired to work in professional sports 

ever since he took Professor James Swartz’s sports marketing class. andrade says he has benefited from 
working with the account executives who have acted as mentors, offering tips and advice on how to 
succeed in professional sales. 

“i’ve learned how everything really functions,” he says. “i’ve learned how to talk to people and how 
event planning works. it’s really something you have to learn hands on.” 

andrade, who will graduate in June, will take everything he learned with the reign when he searches 
for jobs in the sports and entertainment industries. andrade has a reason to be hopeful about fulfilling 
his career goals. Former cal Poly Pomona student and reign intern Steve nunez now works for aeg, a 
worldwide company that either owns or has a controlling interest in Staples center, home depot center and 
L.a. Live, as well as the Kings and the reign. nunez certainly had an edge on the competition because he had 
gone through the team’s training program and had solicited advice about job interviews from the reign staff.  

“We’ve truly appreciated everything they’ve done for us,” says James collins, the reign’s vice president 
of ticket sales and service. “The best benefit we can give them in this industry is the networking contacts.” 

certification program, as well as computer forensics 
studies for undergraduate and graduate students. 

The lab opened in fall 2009 with a reception that 
brought representatives from several agencies including 
the Los Angeles, El Monte and Ontario police departments 
and the California Department of Motor Vehicles. 

Ashraf Massoud, who supervises the Computer 
Forensics Unit for the California Franchise Tax Board, 
attended the open house. Massoud considers Cal 
Poly Pomona’s programs a valuable resource because 
computer forensics is a relatively new career field, and 
not many people have university degrees in computer 
forensics. There is a need to distinguish the expert 
from the novice. 

“Having a professional certification is always 
good to have for court purposes,” Massoud says. “It’s 
really important to go before the court with proper 
certification that shows you are an expert in this field, 
and you are not a guy in his garage trying to tinker 
with computers.” 

The certification program launched April 2. Offered 
at least twice a year, it takes students as few as six 
weeks to complete. Courses in the program range from 
learning how to extract data from computers, cell phones 
and iPods to learning how to use professional software. 

The certification program is open to people from 
all skill levels. 

“We’re in an information age. We’re also in a litigious age. 
Together, these two worlds are going to make this field expand 
rapidly,” Professor gregory Carlton says of computer forensics.

Good Neighbors
Education and industry find common ground in Innovation Village 

By esther chou

when you Think of businesses you’d find on a universiTy campus, booksTores and fasT food resTauranTs are whaT ofTen 
come to mind. At Cal Poly Pomona, high-tech industry leaders have also found a home on campus, and their presence 
is complementing the university’s academic mission and boosting the economic growth of the region.

In January, Southern California Edison joined Innovation Village, moving the core of its transmission and 
distribution engineering group from the company’s headquarters in Rosemead. Not only do these engineers design 
and maintain the region’s electrical system, they are also building the infrastructure for a smart grid and are on the 
cutting edge of delivering renewable energy to Southern California. A recent survey showed that about 20 percent of 
the engineers at Innovation Village are Cal Poly Pomona alumni.

“Universities are the drivers of good economic development,” says Ed Barnes, the university’s vice president 
of administrative affairs. “Innovation Village is doing what we envisioned — generating research, jobs and 
opportunities for students, faculty and graduates.”

Edison and the College of Engineering are working together in developing curriculum in the specialized field of 
power engineering. Edison is a perennial partner and sits on the college’s 20-member advisory committee. 

“One of the biggest challenges facing Southern California Edison is the need for engineering talent. Our industry 
is undergoing major transformation as we convert our supplies of electricity from fossil-based fuels to renewable 
energy supplies and simultaneously convert our electric grid to be smarter and more efficient,” says David Mead, 
Edison vice president of engineering and technical services. “Our presence in Innovation Village enables us to partner 
with the university in many ways, including influencing the curriculum to ensure new graduating engineers are ready 
for the exciting challenges we face.”

Barnes led plans for Innovation Village about 15 years ago to attract research and development organizations 
interested in partnering with Cal Poly Pomona. The university and the companies jointly benefit from the infusion of 
fresh perspectives, collaboration among faculty scholars and working professionals, and employment of students 
and graduates. Once complete, the 65-acre technology park is estimated to have an economic impact of $500 million 
annually to the local economy.

The American Red Cross became the first major tenant when it opened its Southern California headquarters and 
state-of-the-art blood processing center. In five years, it’s opened doors for hundreds of students looking for part-time 
jobs, internships and careers. 

“The name ‘Innovation Village’ says to me that we’re separate organizations that have found innovative 
ways to synergize with the university,” says Charlie Wilcox, CEO of the American Red Cross Southern California 
Blood Services Region. “This relationship is successful on a number of levels, such as sharing resources, attending 
community events and lectures at the Red Cross, hiring students as part-time workers and interns, hiring graduates, 
and recruiting blood donations from the campus.” 

The development also includes the Center for Training, Technology and Incubation (CTTI), which allows emerging 
companies to nurture innovative ideas and projects. The 52,000-square-foot complex opened in 1998 and more than 
a dozen students have found internships or full-time positions with the incubator companies. Today, CTTI includes 
companies such as Mesa Associates, an engineering firm that works with electric utilities, and BioMedix, a biotech 
company specializing in food safety testing systems.

Innovation Village continues to grow. Construction is underway for a second Edison building, which is slated for 
completion in mid-2011 and will house about 400 power operations employees. 

Career Center Provides 
Alumni Support
it’s no secret that the recession has made it more 
difficult to find jobs. But it’s not an impossible job 
market, says Tom Munnerlyn, director of the career 
center. he shares how the career center can be a 
resource for alumni as they look for a job, consider 
a career change or seek networking opportunities. 

How does the Career Center help alumni in 
their job searches?
We offer a wide range of services for alumni. The 
most popular is Broncoconnection, which has 
hundreds of job listings. Many of these postings 
are not advertised to the general public because 
some employers specifically recruit our students. 
We also offer drop-in advising, career counseling, 
and workshops on topics such as resume writing 
and interviewing techniques.

Does the Career Center help alumni network?
our career day events can be used as networking 
opportunities. a lot of the recruiters are cal Poly 
Pomona alumni, and they’re great for networking 
and getting career information. We also host 
panel discussions, where we invite employers 
to talk about different topics, such as relocating 
and interviewing. it’s important to note that even 
if you have a job, you should be networking now. 
it’s as easy as keeping in touch with a professor 
or attending an event. if you do get laid off, you’ll 
have a built-in support network to help. 

How can the center help alumni who are 
considering career changes?
We’ve seen a lot of alumni who have been caught 
in this economic downturn. Many people realize 
they need to assess their careers, and some have 
changed their career interests. We encourage 
alumni to work with our career counselors. For 
alumni who are considering graduate school or 
improving their professional skills, we can help 
them find a program, apply for funding or counsel 
them on whether it’s a good career decision.

Are employers hiring? 
yes! companies are hiring, but you need to be 
on your game. you need to be market ready and 
be able to describe your skills and career goals. 
recently, we’ve seen a little uptick in the number 
of employers coming to our events, so that’s 
encouraging. also, the federal government is 
the no. 1 employer, and federal agencies offer a 
variety of jobs. Many of their starting positions 
will help recent graduates build their skills and 
experiences. These positions have opportunities 
to later move up within an agency, move to a 
different agency or even relocate.

Alumni can use the services of the Career Center free 
of charge one full year after graduation. After that, 
alumni can continue to access the center’s services 
for a nominal fee. Contact the Career Center at 
(909) 869-2342 or http://dsa.csupomona.edu/career 
for more information.

Freshly settled into the university’s technology park, southern California Edison 
civil engineers John Kao and Kevin Donlon look over structure diagrams in 
the company’s new building. 

Scoring Internships
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In Touch with Nature
Professor emeritus helps move imperiled sucker fish

By Sabrina roberts

professor emeriTus jonaThan baskin walks Through 
the shallow waters north of Pasadena as he carries an 
electrofisher, a mechanical device he uses to transmit 
a weak current into the creek to zap nearby aquatic 
creatures momentarily unconscious.

Before the animals awaken, he scoops up as 
many Santa Ana sucker fish as he can. While this 
may seem like an unorthodox way to catch fish, it has 
helped ensure the survival of the species.

Baskin, along with Cal Poly Pomona students and 
alumni, rescued 130 of the small, olive-gray fish from 
the Big Tujunga Creek in October, just before a storm 
moved in, because they could have been imperiled 
if the area were struck by mudslides. The fish were 
taken to a refugium in Riverside County, where they 
will stay for a year until conservationists can ensure 
their safety in the wild.

The Santa Ana sucker fish is one of only three 
native fish in the Los Angeles Basin, and its future 
is threatened because seasonal rains can trigger 
floods and mudslides that make the environment 
uninhabitable. Last August, the Station Fire burned 
much of the vegetation surrounding the creek, greatly 
increasing the danger.

 Due to a series of winter storms and the charred 
landscape above, the creek remains at risk, which 
made Baskin’s actions all the more prudent.

“This species is important because it is one of a very 
few remaining native freshwater fishes we have here in 
Southern California,” Baskin says. “It forms an important 
link in this very fragile ecosystem of our local streams, 
which are so heavily impacted by human development.”

There are also plans to reintroduce the sucker 
fish to the San Bernardino Mountains, Baskin says, 
because they could thrive in this secluded environment, 
and it is a part of their natural range. 

“I enjoy this work because it is an opportunity to 
make a concrete difference that can benefit our local 
ecosystems and species,” Baskin says. 

Preserving the Santa Ana sucker fish population is 
an extension of Baskin’s commitment to teaching about 
nature as well as protecting it. 

Baskin has taught in the university’s biological 
sciences department since 1971. Although he has 
retired from full-time teaching, he continues to work 
with students and alumni. This spring, several students 
will join in his research into South American catfishes, 
providing them with valuable opportunities to apply 
classroom concepts to real-world situations.

Alumnus Named to CMAA’s National 
Board of Directors 
alumnus ronald Banaszak (’95, hospitality 
management) has been elected to the national 
Board of directors for the club Managers 
association of america. an active member of The 
collins college alumni community, Banaszak is 
general manager/chief operating officer of the 
St. Francis yacht club in San Francisco and a 
certified club manager. 

Professor Named to State Committee
oscar e. chavez, assistant professor in animal 
health science, has been appointed to the 
registered Veterinary Technician committee, 
which reports directly to the california Veterinary 
Board. The five-member committee helps to ensure 
standards for veterinary technicians, which may 
include licensing, regulation and legislation. 
chavez’s two-year term begins in June.

Collins College Professor Receives 
National Honor
collins college Professor Jerald chesser, cec, 
FMP, cce, aac will join the ranks of Julia child, 
emeril Lagasse and Jim collins when he is 
inducted into the national restaurant association 
educational Foundation’s college of diplomates 
in May. This designation honors a select group of 
professionals who actively support and strengthen 
the advancement of professionalism and 
education within the restaurant and foodservice 
industry. chesser is an internationally recognized 
speaker, author and educator. 

Alumnus a Part of Airliner’s 
Successful Maiden Voyage
When the fuel-efficient Boeing dreamliner 
787 took its first flight last dec. 15, many in the 
aviation industry watched with great anticipation. 
one of them was alumnus david Leclair (’90, 
industrial engineering), vice president of business 
development and program management at Volvo 
aero Services. The company has a long-term 
working relationship with Boeing and will share 
in the benefits throughout the industry from the 
introduction of the aircraft. 

Alumna Lauded for Distinguished 
Service to Auto Industry
The automotive hall of Fame presented alumna 
Juliana Terian gilbert (’80, architecture) with its 
2009 distinguished Service citation. The automotive 
hall of Fame’s oldest recognition, the award 
recognizes individuals who have significantly 
improved the industry or their respective 
organizations. Terian gilbert is chairwoman of the 
rallye group, a luxury auto group based in new 
york, making it the largest female-owned auto 
dealership network in the nation.

Wondering what your classmates are 
up to? Stay connected with cLaSS noTeS, 
found online at www.csupomona.edu/alumni/
classnotes.html. 

Southern California Tasting & Auction
May 2 — Cal Poly Pomona will host its third annual 
Southern California Tasting & Auction from 1-4 p.m. 
in the picturesque Rose Garden and Aratani Japanese 
Garden. The event features a wide selection of wines, 
enticing cuisine samples from the region’s most popular 
restaurants, music and entertainment. Proceeds will 
benefit student scholarships and academic enrichment 
opportunities. (909) 869-4731 or www.polytaste.com.

Shakespeare’s Macbeth
May 7-16 — Ruthless ambition for the throne causes 
bloody repercussions in William Shakespeare’s dark 
tragedy “Macbeth,” staged in the University Theatre. 
(909) 869-3800. 

Tractor & Car Show
May 8 — The annual Tractor & Car Show features a 
broad range of family-friendly activities from 10 a.m.-
3 p.m. at the Farm Store at Kellogg Ranch. Activities 
include a strawberry-picking patch, guacamole contest, 
face painting, tractor and horse rides, petting zoo, food 
and entertainment. (909) 869-3637.

Alumni Networking 
May 11 & 26 — Tap into Cal Poly Pomona’s powerful 
alumni network by attending the College of Business 
Administration’s Inside Track. The free networking 
sessions attract a diverse group of professionals each 
month. The next Inland Empire reception is from 5-7 
p.m. on May 11 at El Torito, 12369 Foothill Blvd. in 
Rancho Cucamonga.  The Orange County reception is 
from 5-7 p.m. on May 26 at Prime Cut Cafe, 1547 W. 
Katella Ave. in Orange. (909) 869-2315.

Seussical the Musical
May 13-15 — The Music Theatre Workshop presents 
“Seussical the Musical,” based on Dr. Seuss’ books, in 
the Music Recital Hall. (909) 869-3548.

Student Art Exhibits
May 18-June 12 — The W. Keith and Janet Kellogg 
University Art Gallery will feature two student 
shows. The Senior Show includes work by the art 
department’s graduating fine art majors. The juried 
exhibit 2D/3D showcases work by both fine arts and 
graphic design majors. (909) 869-4302.  

Open University Summer Session
Beginning June 21 — Improve your skills, update 
your knowledge or satisfy your curiosity. The community 
is invited to take academic credit courses through 
the College of the Extended University without formal 
admission into a program. Cal Poly Pomona will provide 
a broad range of classes through a 10-week session 
beginning June 21 or two five-week sessions beginning 
June 21 and July 28. www.csupomona.edu/~summer.  

Summer Camps
Make this summer 
memorable by enrolling 
your children in the 
university’s summer 
camps. The W.K. Kellogg 
Arabian Horse Center 
offers a weeklong horse 
camp for children 10 
to 17. (909) 869-4988. 
Bronco Athletics will 
offer numerous summer 
sports camps and clinics 
between late June and 
August. (909) 869-2810. 
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A Different Ballgame
Bronco basketball alumni 
play professionally abroad

By Tim Lynch

in every country, at every level, the object is the 
same — score more points than the other guys — but 
Larry gordon and Walter Thompson are finding there’s 
more to basketball when it’s played thousands of miles 
from home.

 gordon and Thompson, key members of last year’s 
Bronco basketball team that fell just short of a national 
championship, were recruited after the season to play professionally. gordon wound 
up in Zwolle, about 50 miles outside of amsterdam. Thompson, a frequent visitor to 
Mexico, chose to play in the port city of Veracruz. 

 Soccer is the national pastime in both countries, but they’ve learned that 
basketball attracts passionate fans.

“They cheer hard whether we’re winning or losing,” gordon says of the 600 
people who crowd the Landstede team’s gym. american players are expected to 
perform better than the dutch players “because we come from a country where for 
most of us basketball is our first sport.” 

 The expectations are even higher in Mexico, where some arenas that seat several thousand are 
similarly packed.

“The life of an american basketball player can be very good — we’re treated very well and are 
considered superstars — but you can feel the pressure to perform,” Thompson says. 

 “Playing college basketball in front of thousands of wild and crazy fans did not prepare me for what 
Mexico had to offer,” he says. “Basketball has become very popular there, and fans will let you know 
exactly how they’re feeling. When you play well, they cheer like there’s no tomorrow, but when you play 
badly, they make you feel like the world is going to end. either way, though, you can’t let the fans dictate 
how you play.”

 The allure of a foreign culture has not distracted gordon from his mission: to someday play in the nBa. 
 “it’s been all business,” says the 6-foot-5 forward, who leads his team in rebounding and is second 

in scoring. “Working on my game is my top priority. There will always be time to do other things later.”
Thompson considers his rookie season a success, but the highlight came afterward when he was 

selected to play for Mexico in the FiBa americas tournament against national teams from Panama, 
argentina and Brazil. “it was a lot of fun to compete at a high level in a tournament that was televised 
internationally,” he says. “We could hardly understand one another, but nonetheless, it gave me a chance 
to realize that basketball is a great tool for connecting people from different cultures and backgrounds.”

Both reflect fondly on their time as students at cal Poly Pomona.
Playing for the Broncos “really means a lot to me,” says gordon, who was an all-american in his senior 

season. “i wish it could have ended with the title, but i’m proud of myself and my teammates. When i make it 
to the nBa and they do a story on my life, my senior year at cal Poly is going to be one of the highlights.”

Thompson says he feels the same way.
 “My experiences at cal Poly Pomona, my teammates and the friends i made are memories that will 

remain with me for as long as i live.” 

Larry gordon 
finds Dutch fans 
expect strong 
performances from 
American players.

“When you play well, they cheer like there’s no tomorrow, but when you play badly, they make 
you feel like the world is going to end,” says Walter Thompson (right) of fans in Mexico.

using a seine net, Jonathan Baskin (right) 
searches for threatened sucker fish in the Rialto 
Drain with recent zoology graduate greg Brittain. Ph
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