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This is our classroom.

Clearing the Way
New programs aim to help students avoid pitfalls

By Justin Velasco

From finding a seat in that all-important prerequisite class to dealing with homesickness, college has long been a 
trying time for many students, and by some measures it’s getting even more challenging.

“It’s tougher in many ways,” says Cal Poly Pomona Provost Marten denBoer. “When I was going to school [in the 
1960s and 1970s], the courses were somehow more prescribed, and there was a lot less going on in my life. Because 
the tuition was paid for, I didn’t have to work off campus when I was in school.”

Classes were also smaller, giving students more one-on-one interaction with their professors; and high schools, 
which were better funded then, did more to prepare their students for college, denBoer says.

The new reality is that students face more hurdles when they walk onto a college campus these days. Because 
of that, Cal Poly Pomona has begun a series of programs designed to simplify their academic lives and smooth the 
pathway to graduation.

From extra advising and additional student housing to sophisticated computer systems that identify signs of 
academic adversity, Cal Poly Pomona is making major strides to ensure student success.

Those efforts are showing promising results. Since 2011, the university has seen its freshman-to-sophomore 
retention rates rise by 3 percentage points a year to almost 90 percent today. 

The Graduation Initiative, a multi-pronged approach to the challenges that today’s students face, is a CSU-wide 
initiative that each university applies to its own circumstances. 

“California has a need for more college graduates,” denBoer says. “By some estimates, the state will be short 
1 million new college graduates by 2025, and we can — we must — help fill that need. We’ve identified some of 
the hurdles students face, and the Graduation Initiative aims to address those challenges.”

One of the approaches is targeting “bottleneck courses” — classes that tend to trip students up and delay 
their progress.

“That typically has been a class with a high 
failure ratio; it’s just a difficult class,” says Victor 
Okhuysen, faculty coordinator of the Graduation 
Initiative Steering Committee.

Make no mistake: The university will not water down 
these classes just to facilitate a higher pass rate. Instead, 
it is shifting extra resources toward them, identifying and 
testing ways to augment learning and improve results, 
Okhuysen says. Already, websites providing supplemental 
materials and visuals have been established for some 
of the courses, a development made possible through 
a grant from the Kellogg Legacy Project Endowment, a 
multimillion-dollar investment in the future from the W.K. 
Kellogg Foundation’s $42 million gift.

 “The feedback from the students is that it really 
helps,” Okhuysen says.

focus More 
Optimistic,
and Still 
Focused

What a difference a few months can make.
Last fall, I shared with you my deep concern 

about the future of the CSU system if voters rejected 
Proposition 30. It would have been hard to imagine 
the consequences if an additional $12 million in 
state funding were cut from our campus’ budget 
— but that did not happen. Proposition 30 passed, 
and while it does not provide additional funding, 
the virtual nonstop cycle of reductions to the CSU 
ended. In addition, our students started receiving 
refunds on the latest tuition increase. 

Although we can breathe a sigh of relief, we 
shouldn’t think that “the good old days” are back. State 
support to the campus is still $56 million less than 
what it was six years ago. If we continue following 
the governor’s proposal for the next four years, we will 
end up where we were in 2010.  We must remain good 
stewards of our resources and continue to encourage 
our friends and alumni to invest in the future of 
education, as Marty Evanson, Kathy Tully and Michael 
Entzminger have done. (Page 5)

Students today face challenges that are more 
complex than previous generations, which is why we 
launched the Graduation Initiative three years ago. 
We know that students who are active in the campus 
community do better in the classroom. We also know 
that improved advising, better analysis of student 
data and a focus on reducing “bottleneck” courses 
can make a difference as well. Our initial efforts 
show significant promise and are starting to pay off. 

We have other good news stories to share as 
well. Our colleges continue to forge strong bonds 
with stakeholders in industry and the arts. Our men’s 
basketball team had a memorable season, winning 
the CCAA tournament and the league championship 
outright for the first time. And as the jacarandas bloom 
in June, we will celebrate another commencement. 

Spring is a time for new beginnings and fresh 
optimism. Come pay us a visit, and I believe you will 
share in that sense of renewal.



Exhibitions Highlight 
Architecture and Art

The W. Keith and Janet Kellogg University Art Gallery will host an exhibition 
sponsored by the Getty Foundation that showcases the finest examples of modern 
architecture in Southern California homes.

“Technology and Environment: The Post War House in Southern California” will 
appear in the gallery from April 11 to July 12. It is part of “Pacific Standard Time 
Presents: Modern Architecture in L.A.,” a series of programs and events stretching 
from Santa Barbara and Los Angeles to Pasadena and Pomona. The series, which 
is sponsored by the J. Paul Getty Trust, presents a wide-ranging look at Southern 
California’s modern architectural heritage and the significant contributions of Southern 
California architects to national and global developments in architecture. 

The Cal Poly Pomona art department will hold its first-ever “poly-kroma” event,  
a series of exhibitions sponsored by the College of Environmental Design, featuring 
the best pottery, sculpture, graphic design, drawing, painting, and street artwork from 
students, graduating seniors and art department alumni. The event, which will connect 
graduating seniors with professionals in the field, will run June 5 to 15 at the Millard 
Sheets Gallery at Fairplex in Pomona. 

Professor’s Military Poetry Published in Journals
Liam Corley, associate professor of English, has had several poems 

inspired by his military tour of Afghanistan published in literary journals.
During the 2008-09 academic year, Corley deployed as a Navy reservist, 

spending 14-hour days writing and analyzing military intelligence. Corley did 
not directly engage in combat, but he found that returning to civilian life was 
a challenge nonetheless. “While deployed, I wrote more rapidly and clearly 
than ever before, but only on topics of the moment,” he says. “Scholarship 
stopped me cold.”

After several attempts at new research and essays, Corley decided to 
channel his thoughts into a new medium: poetry. Blending direct language and 
poetic devices made the vital connection between being a veteran and a scholar. 
In his poetry, Corley reflects on the cost of war and the reality of life in a war zone.

“I write so that other veterans have words to express the jumbled up 
mess inside,” Corley says. “I hope that my poems in some small way give 
them back to themselves.”

Mentoring Future Cyberwarriors
Student competitors from three Los Angeles high schools were finalists in a 

nationwide cybersecurity competition, thanks to a partnership with the College of 
Business Administration, which provided computer labs and college mentors.

The Edward Roybal Learning Center, North Hollywood High and Franklin High were among just 12 teams from 
an initial pool of 1,200 that qualified for the final round of competition in March near Washington, D.C.

Computer information systems Professor Dan Manson, one of the nation’s most passionate advocates for 
cybersecurity education, initiated the collaboration with the Los Angeles Unified School District. He hopes the 
partnership will get talented students thinking about cybersecurity before they enter college.

“I want this to be as important and as popular as football, baseball and basketball,” Manson says.
Diane Miller (’81, information systems), director of InfoSec Operations and Cyber Initiatives at Northrop 

Grumman, is involved in CyberPatriot. She says the partnership is a model for the rest of the nation.
“They’re boosting students’ expectations on what they can achieve while creating a pipeline of talent that the 

nation so desperately needs,” she says.
To read more, visit http://cyberpatriot2013.

“I was a student at Cal Poly Pomona from 2002 
to 2004, but I have to say my favorite memory 
occurred years later when I became a staff 
member. In June 2012, I performed in the variety 
show on Staff Appreciation Day. I had attended 
Temple City High School and was a cheerleader 
in the pep flags branch of the squad. As fate 
would have it, my green, gold and white flags 
matched my future college’s school colors. I 
performed that day, representing the University 
Library.  Many of my co-workers were stunned 
that I had this hidden talent — a talent that I 
carried with me and never forgot. I was proud to 
share it at my alma mater, Cal Poly Pomona!”

— Natalie (Zagami) Lopez, 
Special Collections-Research Help Desk

Another part of the initiative calls for the university to offer more advising and tutoring to help keep students on 
track. The Learning Resource Center now provides students with a one-stop shop for tutoring and writing assistance. 
The convenience means more students are making use of the services it offers.

The university is also developing an “early alert” system to detect those who might be experiencing academic 
difficulties. For example, a single D or F might not be a big problem for some students, but it could be a troubling sign 
for others because of their background or living circumstances. “No matter how brilliant an at-risk student is, if they 
run into difficulties they won’t know where to turn,” Okhuysen says.

Cal Poly Pomona is also planning to build more campus housing, because studies show that students who live on 
campus tend to be more involved in the university community, and those who are involved tend to perform better in 
the classroom.

Another way the university is helping students connect with their peers is by studying learning communities — 
student groups that take classes together and study together as they move through their curriculum. It’s a program 
that’s being made possible through a grant from the Kellogg Legacy Project Endowment. Students might be organized 
into groups based on whether they live together in a residence hall, share a major or have similar passions, such as 
environmentalism.

 “You develop a cohort of students with a common interest,” Okhuysen says. “That helps build a sense of community.”
The university has also unveiled My Bronco Activity Record (MyBAR), an online tool that allows students to 

organize and track their co-curricular activities. It also serves as a powerful resource for advisors.
“We saw that the potential there is huge for promoting engagement, which is one of the pillars of student 

success,” Okhuysen says. “As advisors, we can see if a student is under- or over-engaged.”
The university is harnessing the power of student data through its new Data Dashboard system, which allows 

administrators, faculty and staff to easily access and comb through statistics about groups of students. Previously, 
requests for many types of data had to be tabulated by hand, a cumbersome process that often took weeks or was 
impractical and went unfilled.

Okhuysen says the Data Dashboard allows analysis of specific groups of students. The system would, for 
example, allow the university to track the progress of female engineering students, a cohort that has been historically 
underrepresented in the field.

Taken together, all of these measures make for an ambitious program, but with the recent approval of the Student 
Success Fee, Cal Poly Pomona is well positioned to move forward. The fee, which was approved by 71 percent of the 
students who voted on it, will provide additional funding for academic support, student engagement and information 
technology programs.

There’s still a long way to go, but Okhuysen says the university and its students are on the right path.
“The first couple years of the Graduation Initiative were foundational, but bigger things are yet to come.”

Removing Course “Bottlenecks”
The university is targeting classes with high failure 
rates and offering additional tutoring and study 
materials to help students succeed.

More Campus Housing
Studies show that students are more likely to do 
well academically when they are involved in the 
campus community. The university is building 
additional student housing because living on 
campus can help foster that engagement.

Learning Communities
Groups of students who share common majors, 
housing or interests can take classes together as 
they move through their curriculum.

Data Analysis
The user-friendly, online Data Dashboard helps 
professors and university officials to see how 
specific student groups are performing.

Improved Advising and Tutoring
The university is offering more advising and is 
making tutoring easier to access through the 
Learning Resource Center.

Early Alerts
A computer program still under development will 
flag signs of academic distress among students 
before problems snowball, allowing professors and 
advisors to provide additional support.

MyBAR
This online tool lets students track and organize 
their co-curricular activities, helping them maximize 
their college experience. It also helps advisors see 
whether a student is under- or over-engaged, both of 
which can interfere with academic progress. 

Rossana, a dry sparkling rosé 
made from grapes grown in Cal 
Poly Pomona’s own Horsehill 
Vineyards, is now available at the 
Farm Store at Kellogg Ranch and 
the Restaurant at Kellogg Ranch 
for $20 a bottle. 

Architecture Professor Michael Fox and his students have built 
a full-size mockup of a space module designed to house four 
astronauts for a 60-day mission. The 34-foot-tall model was funded 
through NASA’s eXploration Habitat Academic Innovation Challenge.

flashback In Memoriam: 
William F. Girouard, who taught 

industrial and manufacturing engineering 
for 22 years and was a 2002 recipient of 
the George P. Hart Award for Outstanding 
Faculty Leadership, died Jan. 3 at 91. 

Girouard became a full-time lecturer 
in 1986 after retiring from an engineering 
management career at age 65. 

Robert (Bob) Wilson, 69, passed 
away Feb. 19. He and his late wife, 
Louise, started a scholarship for students 
at The Collins College of Hospitality 
Management and established a $750,000 
bequest for the college and University 
Library. He also established the Louise L. 
Wilson Endowment for the Restaurant at 
Kellogg Ranch’s upkeep. 

2  panorama  | Spring |Summer 2013 | panorama  | Spring | Summer 2013     3  

quicktakes
(Cover story continued from page 1)

Share your Cal Poly Pomona 
M E M O R I E S !

We are gathering YouTube videos, 
photos and memories from our alumni 

and friends in preparation for the

 75th anniversary
of the university in 2013-2014. 

Share your favorite memories by emailing 
publicaffairs@csupomona.edu 

or mail to: Public Affairs, Cal Poly Pomona, 
3801 W. Temple Ave., Pomona, CA 91768.



Leave your mark.

The Campaign for

Science Students Aim 
High with JPL’s Help
By Justin Velasco

A new partnership between the College of 
Science and NASA’s Jet Propulsion Laboratory is 
aiming to take research opportunities for Cal Poly 
Pomona’s graduate students to greater heights.

The pilot program, which is expected to begin in the fall, will allow College 
of Science graduate students to take their courses at Cal Poly Pomona while being 
mentored and conducting their thesis research at JPL, the NASA facility responsible 
for Mars rover missions.

“One of the things we have here at Cal Poly is an abundance of high-quality 
students but not enough labs, especially for those who want to do graduate-level work,” 
says biological sciences Professor Sepehr Eskandari, who has assisted in getting the 
partnership off the ground, along with Harold Yorke, a senior research scientist at JPL; 
College of Science Dean Brian Jersky; Loren Oranski, director of development for the 
college; and Adrian Ponce, manager of JPL’s STEM Higher Education Office.

The partnership will give Cal Poly Pomona students access to state-of-the-art labs 
and equipment, while offering JPL a steady stream of potential recruits, he says. The 
program is being modeled after a successful partnership the biology department has 
forged with the City of Hope Cancer Center in Duarte.

However, the partnership with JPL has the potential to serve students from many 
scientific disciplines, not just biology, he says.

Biology students could pursue research in astrobiology, while geology students 
look at how other planets formed, and computer science students write the programs 
that run NASA’s robotic rovers.

“This is all of the sciences, perhaps even kinesiology and health promotion,” 
Eskandari says. “This will really enhance and enrich the opportunities that our students 
will be exposed to.” 

The program will start off small, but Eskandari says it has lots of potential to expand.
“The pilot program would probably be just a few students,” he says. “Beyond that it 

could grow as large as it may.”
The partnership is not the first the university has embarked on with JPL. 
The JPL Student Independent Research Intern Program matches science and 

engineering students with JPL scientists twice a year to provide the students with 
real-world work experience. 

Another joint program, the California-Arizona Minority Partnership for Astronomy 
Research and Education, has sent Cal Poly Pomona students to participate in research 
projects at JPL, Caltech, the SETI Institute or the Arizona Steward Observatory every 
summer since 2010.

Students Gain Experience 
at Innovation Village
By Amanda Mattox

For two years, Corazon Lara has worked in Innovation Village as a 
laboratory intern at Titan Oil Recovery, analyzing bacteria samples from different 
oil wells to develop nutrients that could one day aid in oil production.

The internship complements the learn-by-doing education the first-
generation high school graduate and college student is receiving at Cal Poly 
Pomona, where she is double-majoring in microbiology and anthropology.

“My internship gives me something that I can use in the future,” Lara says. 
“It’s a good transition to the working world.”

Innovation Village, with numerous jobs and internships, has grown into an 
area of significant opportunity for the Cal Poly Pomona community. 

Innovation Village is home to about a dozen private companies that have 
hired both interns and Cal Poly Pomona graduates, says Sandra Vaughan-Acton, 
who oversees Innovation Village as director of the Cal Poly Pomona Foundation’s 
real estate department. “These companies continue to support the mission of 
the university by providing these jobs and internships at a time when college 
graduates are worried about their job prospects following graduation.”

Major benefits for students working or interning at Innovation Village are the 
proximity to campus and the willingness of companies to adapt to school schedules.

Lara hopes to continue working in a laboratory after she graduates in 
2014. She would like to become either a clinical laboratory scientist or work in 
forensic science.

“I love to do anything with lab work,” she says.
ASI President Christopher Osuala is another 

student interning at Innovation Village. Osuala, who 
is majoring in electrical engineering with a minor in 
business marketing, found an internship at Southern 
California Edison’s transmission and distribution 
business unit. 

The internship has given him experience 
and technical skill — he hopes to work full time 
for Edison after graduation and then become a 
manager after earning his MBA — and it has helped 
him develop a better understanding of how his 
education connects with his work at the internship. 
He even appreciates the dress code, wearing 
slacks and button-down shirts.

“These clothes put me in a business mind-set, 
and I now carry that mentality and professionalism 
into the classroom,” Osuala says.

To learn more about Innovation Village, visit 
www.innovationvillage.org/.

Rethinking 
Our City Streets
 

ENV students and faculty 
merge urban environments
By James Brasuell 

What do you get when you cross the congested roads 
of Los Angeles with the tourist-friendly streets of Berlin? 

The College of Environmental Design asked that 
question at a conference and workshop to produce a 
street-centric vision for the cities of the future.

The “Re:Street” conference grew from an ambitious 
partnership between ENV, Bauhaus University Weimar in 
Germany (a branch of the school famously synonymous 
with the influential Bauhaus architectural style of the 
early 20th century), and the Goethe-Institut Los Angeles, 
a German cultural institution. 

The event, held April 5-6 at the headquarters of the 
Los Angeles County Metropolitan Transportation Authority 
in downtown Los Angeles, gathered design professionals 
and policymakers from Germany and Southern California to 
think up new approaches to designing streets.

“By juxtaposing the different trajectories of urban 
development in the United States and Europe, we will 
discover new ways to design streets that continue the 
process of urban renewal,” says Associate Professor of 
Architecture Axel Prichard-Schmitzberger. The professor 
was one of the event’s key collaborators, along with 
ENV Dean Michael Woo and Professor Wolfgang Christ 
from Bauhaus University Weimar.

The common characteristics of Southern California 
and Germany’s development since World War II include 
neglect for urban neighborhoods. Southern California’s 
history of building outward and prioritizing the car remains 
one of its most famous attributes. Meanwhile, cities in 
Germany tailored their urban centers toward tourism. 

Recent demographic changes have made urban 
environments popular again, requiring both regions to 
face a common challenge: how to reformat urban streets 
to accommodate healthy lifestyles and improve the 
quality of life for local populations. “‘Re:Street’ asked 
participants to reimagine streets as places for living and 
working, rather than just for driving,” Woo explains.  

“‘Re:Street’ takes the Southern California 
environment, which our Cal Poly Pomona students think 
they already know, and imports a European perspective, 
which could produce new ways of thinking about our 
streets and cities,” Woo says.

Along with the German officials, a group of 
students from Bauhaus also made the trip to participate 
in a weeklong, collaborative workshop with ENV 
students from the departments of urban and regional 
planning, architecture, and landscape architecture. 

The ENV students, led by faculty from both 
universities, devoted their spring break to an intense 
week of exploring the streets of Los Angeles and drafting 
a “manifesto” that will guide the creative activities and 
academic exploration of future “Re:Street” events.
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visions

The Collins College of Hospitality Management’s Board of Advisors hosted more than 680 people at the JW Marriott Los Angeles at LA 
Live to honor Caroline Beteta, president and CEO of Visit California, with the Robert Mondavi Wine & Food Award, during Hospitality 
Uncorked on March 23. The evening was a celebration of all things California, including locally sourced food and beverages. The gala 
featured exclusive silent and live action lots, multiple music and entertainment acts, celebrity chef tastings, and a dessert lounge. 
Giving totals are expected to gross $455,000.

campaign update

Corazon Lara, who is double majoring in biochemistry 
and anthropology, analyzes bacterial samples for Titan 
Oil Recovery, located in Innovation Village.

A partnership between Cal Poly Pomona and JPL will allow science 
graduate students to do their thesis research at the facility. Geology 
students could, for example, study the geology of other planets.

Passing Along Their Success
From Modest Beginnings

“You can come from nothing and still have your name on a building.”
Kathy Tully (’76, marketing management and ’80, master of business administration) knows what it’s like 

to live modestly, to strive and to succeed. When she moved from Florida to California to pursue a college 
degree, she had $1,000 in savings and a trunk modestly filled with the bare necessities.

Today, she is senior vice president and wealth advisor for Morgan Stanley and is continually listed 
among the top 10 percent of financial advisors for the company. She recently pledged $75,500 to the College of 
Business Administration and, overall, has contributed $100,000 to the new CBA complex. A room in Building 
163 will be named the Kathy L. Tully Classroom.

An Entrepreneurial Spirit
Businessman Michael Entzminger (’76, marketing management), shares Tully’s passion to give back: 

He has pledged $50,000 to support the new CBA complex. In gratitude, a department office will be named 
the Mach 1 International Business and Marketing Department Suite, after the international freight company 
Entzminger founded in 1988.

“Cal Poly Pomona was a beautiful fit for me with the class sizes and the opportunities for hands-on 
learning,” says Entzminger, who worked multiple jobs as a student, including one as advertising manager for 
The Poly Post, which fueled his entrepreneurial spirit.

“Now, I’m trying to give back to the institution that was so wonderful to me.” 
Additional naming opportunities at the new business complex are still available. For more information, 

contact Jeff Cox, the college’s director of development, at (909) 869-2755.

Responsibility to Help Others
College of Agriculture alumnus Marty Evanson (’63, animal husbandry) thanks his parents for supporting 

him financially during his time on campus — but even more so, he is thankful that they instilled in him the 
desire to help others. 

“Today, there are young people out there who deserve to go to college and can’t afford it. Isn’t it our 
responsibility to help them?” says Evanson, who staked out a very successful career in the meatpacking business.

He has pledged $100,000 through a bequest to establish the Martin J. Evanson Endowed Scholarship, 
which will help undergraduate animal science students who demonstrate financial need. For more 
information about planned giving opportunities, please contact Dan Wood, director of planned giving, at (909) 
869-4825 or dewood@csupomona.edu. 
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dates

Southern California Tasting & Auction
May 5 — Enjoy a variety of wines and beers, delectable 
cuisines and live entertainment at the sixth annual 
Southern California Tasting & Auction. Wine, dine and 
make a difference: Proceeds from the event benefit 
scholarships and academic enrichment opportunities. The 
event will take place at Cal Poly Pomona’s Rose Garden 
and Aratani Japanese Garden from 1 to 4 p.m. 
(909) 869-4731
www.polytaste.com 

Professor for a Day
May 6-10 — Alumni are invited to teach a class. On 
May 9, a luncheon will be hosted for the guest lecturers 
at the Restaurant at Kellogg Ranch from noon to 1 p.m. 
(909) 869-2963 
alumni@csupomona.edu

CBA Executive Speaker Series
May 9 — The College of Business Administration 
alumni chapter hosts Jon Storbeck, vice president of 
Disneyland Park. The event begins at 6 p.m. RSVP to 
(909) 869-2963 or alumni@csupomona.edu. 

Tractor & Car Show and Strawberry Festival
May 11 — The annual event, fun for the whole family, 
will be held at the Farm Store at Kellogg Ranch from 
10 a.m. to 4 p.m. Activities include strawberry picking, 
a petting zoo, tractor and horse rides, food vendors and 
live entertainment. www.csupomona.edu/~farmstore/
tractor-car-show.shtml 

Poly-kroma
June 3-15 — Support students and alumni of the 
art department at this first-of-its-kind art and design 
exhibition. All exhibits will be held at the Millard 
Sheets Gallery, located at the Fairplex in Pomona. The 
opening reception will be held June 7 from 5 to 9 p.m.  
www.poly-kroma.com

Summer Camps
Beginning June 17, 
Bronco Athletics will 
offer two basketball 
camps. The first will be 
for ages 4-12 on June 
17-18. The second will 
be for high school boys 
on June 21-22.
(909) 869-2810

Pinpoint

W E A R E 

P R O U D O F O U R 

A LU M N I!
Share awards, career, 

grad school, family or 

retirement news by emailing 

alumni@csupomo
na.edu.  

Making the Most of  
His CPP Experience
By Abigail Inman

There’s hardly an on-campus position that ASI 
President Chris Osuala hasn’t held at Cal Poly Pomona.

Osuala has served as a diversity ambassador, a Black 
History Month chair, a Welcome Week leader, a math tutor, 
an intern at Southern California Edison, a volunteer with 
the Prison Education Project and president of his fraternity 
before being elected to lead student government.

He has come a long way since he arrived on 
campus in 2007, determined to get more out of his 
college experience than he did in high school.

“I wanted to make sure by the day I graduated that 
I didn’t have any regrets about college,” Osuala says. “I 
wanted to make sure I got the full college experience.”

That experience included performing spoken word 
poetry in Ursa Major at a student talent show — and 
overcoming a bad case of stage fright in the process.

“I love Cal Poly Pomona,” Osuala says. “I’ve 
had so much growth here. When I go to conferences, 
I’m always bragging about my school, telling other 
students, ‘You don’t even know what you’re missing.’”

His school spirit is part of what inspired Osuala 
to run for ASI president: It was a chance to give back 
to the university that molded him. His platform while 
campaigning with running mate Christine Hall reflected 
this, highlighting school pride, publicity for Cal Poly 
Pomona’s hands-on programs, and promotion of ASI.

Osuala’s workload has been particularly hefty. During 
his term, propositions important to the CSU were put before California voters, the Student Success Fee was proposed and 
approved, and voter registration occurred on campus — events that required a lot of heavy lifting. Rather than giving up on 
sleep, social life or responsibilities, he found he could accomplish a lot more just by streamlining his schedule.

“I cut out a lot of the fat. I don’t have time to waste. I have meetings and class and work all day, and I need to 
find time to do my homework, so the time I would have spent just lazing around or watching TV, I can’t do that. I don’t 
even own a TV anymore.”

Osuala is closing in on graduation, and the idea of leaving the university is strange to him.
“This is my home, you know?” he says with a sweeping gesture that encompasses the campus. “This is what I know. 

I have a family here. I love Cal Poly. So to imagine leaving and not coming back is weird.”
Still, he knows his experiences have prepared him well for the workforce. 
“The boy that came here September 25, 2007, and the man who is going to graduate June 15, 2013 are 

completely different people. Cal Poly Pomona helped me grow into the person I am today.”

“I don’t have time to waste. I have meetings and class and work all day, and I need to find 
time to do my homework, so the time I would have spent just lazing around or watching 
TV, I can’t do that. I don’t even own a TV anymore.”

Alumni and Angels Baseball
August 2 and September 20 — Network with 
fellow alumni while enjoying a Los Angeles Angels 
of Anaheim game. The Collins Hospitality Society 
hosts an event Aug. 2, and the College of Business 
Administration alumni chapter will gather Sept. 20.  
Networking begins at 5 p.m.; both games start at 7:05. 
(909) 869-2963 
alumni@csupomona.edu

Southern California Shakespeare Festival
September 7-29 — This production of “Midsummer 
Night’s Dream,” a comedy about love and the power 
of magic, features performances by Cal Poly Pomona 
students and alumni. Curtain times vary; staged in the 
Studio Theatre.  
http://southerncaliforniashakespearefestival.org/

Pumpkin Festival Preview
October 17 — Cal Poly Pomona Alumni Association 
members, family and friends are invited to an exclusive 
Pumpkin Festival Preview event.  
(909) 869-2963 
alumni@csupomona.edu 

Matt’s Run 5K
October 19 — Everyone is invited to run or walk the 
Matthew Myers Memorial Scholarship 5K Run/Walk. 
Proceeds go to student scholarships.
(909) 869-4706
www.mattsrun.org

Memorable Season, 
Promising Future
By Ivan Alber

The men’s basketball team nearly scaled 
the heights to another national championship 
in a season highlighted by several notable 
achievements: The Broncos won their first-ever 
outright regular season conference title, followed 
by their first California Collegiate Athletic 
Association tournament championship. 

Overall, the team finished 28-3, matching 
the record for wins set by the 2009-10 national 
championship squad. The Broncos went on a 
12-game regular season winning streak that 
culminated in a 74-49 thumping of Cal State 
Monterey Bay during homecoming.

Head Coach Greg Kamansky was named CCAA 
Coach of the Year, while senior Mitchel Anderson 
was named All-West Region First Team, and 
Terrence Drisdom was voted to the Second Team.

After a first-round victory at home against 
Sonoma State, the Broncos beat San Francisco 
State and Chico State to win the CCAA title at 
Citizens Bank Arena in Ontario. The team beat 
Chico State again in the first round of the NCAA 
tournament, but the Broncos lost to No. 2 Seattle 
Pacific in the next round. 

Still, the future looks promising. 
Although the team is losing Anderson and 

Mohamed Fall, the 2013-14 Broncos’ squad will 
feature All-CCAA honorees Drisdom and DeRonn 
Scott, along with returning starters Bryce Brady 
and Barry Bell.
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achievers LAURELS
A Boost for Education

Fifteen future teachers have received $5,000 
scholarships that allow them to focus on their clinical 
practice. For some, the awards spell the difference 
between completing their credential program and 
dropping out. For others, it means not having to work full 
time while dealing with the rigors of student teaching.

Since 2007, Partners in Education has provided 
scholarships for 81 teacher candidates. The scholarships 
are awarded to students who demonstrate dedication to 
community service and a commitment to education. 

Accolades for Design
Architecture students Jenny Kim and Andrew 

Lords received honorable mention in the Live/Make 
Competition held by the Cincinnati chapter of the 
American Institute of Architects. Their redesign of a 
former factory in industrial Cincinnati impressed critic 
Aaron Betsky enough that he gave Kim and Lords 
additional kudos in Architect magazine.

Architecture students swept the awards for the 
Coalition for Adequate School Housing’s 2013 Student 
Design Awards. Veronica Hernandez (first place), 
Shimin Cao (second place), and Armita Kalantari (third 
place) worked on their submissions as part of a studio 
class for third-year architecture students. 

2013 Distinguished Alumni
Cal Poly Pomona will honor nine alumni this spring 
with the 2013 Distinguished Alumni Award. The award 
recognizes professional achievement, community 
involvement and service to the university. 
The recipients are:

DAN STARK (’81), 
 College of Agriculture
A. BARRY HIRSCHFELD (’64), 
 College of Business Administration
REBECCA A. SUMMERS (’08), 
 College of Education & Integrative Studies
TERRI DEERR (’84), 
 College of Letters, Arts & Social Sciences
MARTIN J. COLOMBATTO (’82), 
 College of Engineering
FRANK O. BOSTROM (’73), 
 College of Environmental Design
SCOTT D. KERBY (’79), 
 College of Science
PAUL KRAMER (’93), 
 The Collins College of Hospitality Management
MARTIAL THIRSK (’64), 
 Athletics
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Original painting by Ani Markarian, painted exclusively for the Southern California Tasting & Auction
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