
  | w w w.csupomona.edu | 

Focus

PANORAMA
7002 gnirpS   |   2 .oN ,8 .loV  |

Japanese Garden/ 
Engineering

A resource for alumni and friends of Cal Poly Pomona

A Better 
Tomorrow

The national conversation 
reflected by the Academy Award-
winning film An Inconvenient Truth 
has inspired many of us to rethink 
what we are doing to promote 
sustainability in our communities.

Since 1992, Cal Poly Pomona has 
been in the forefront of many of these 
discussions via our John T. Lyle Center for Regenerative 
Studies. Its mission is to advance the principles of 
environmentally sustainable living through education, 
research, demonstration and community outreach.  But 
having such a respected program does not mean there is 
no room for improvement across campus.

Cal Poly Pomona is like a small city with multiple 
neighborhoods. It is my job to ensure that each of these 
communities collaborates, especially in areas that have 
a significant impact. I cannot think of anything more 
important than contributing to a better quality of life for 
future generations.

Last month, I joined 34 of my colleagues, presidents 
and chancellors of universities and colleges across the 
country, by pledging my support to the President’s Climate 
Commitment Leadership Circle. Our charge is to reduce the 
emission of greenhouse gases in an effort to ward off the 
worst impacts of global warming.

With that in mind, Cal Poly Pomona will complete a 
comprehensive inventory of all greenhouse gas emissions 
(including emissions from electricity, heating, commuting, 
fertilizer and transportation) and update the inventory 
every other year thereafter.  Within two years, we will 
develop an institutional plan for becoming climate neutral.  

April 22 is Earth Day. I would like to ask you, our 
alumni and friends, to also make a difference. Let me know 
your thoughts and ideas. You can always send an e-mail to 
me at president@csupomona.edu.

Thank you for being a part of our community. 

J. Michael Ortiz, Ph.D. • President 

The Arabian Horse 
Center is on foal patrol 
this spring, as 13 mares 
are due to give birth 
between February and 
May. Michelle Ayala, 
a pre-vet junior spends 
time with one-week-old 
Maddox.

Beyond the “Mare-ternity” Ward
Arabian Horse Center Shows Many Signs of Life

By Lisa McPheron

A cold And nArrow concrete room with one-wAy mirrors And A cot seems more like A holding cell for the less fortunAte 
than a “mare-ternity” ward.

Dozens of Cal Poly Pomona students are filing through these confining quarters to watch over the springtime ritual of 
foaling. Thirteen Arabian mares are due to give birth between February and May, which makes for quite a busy season at the 
W.K. Kellogg Arabian Horse Center.

In the narrow room sandwiched between two freshly painted and sanitized stalls, student volunteers patiently anticipate 
the arrival of a foal, a baby horse. They stand watch using the one-way mirrors to give the pregnant horses a sense of privacy and 
jump into action when the time is right. Trained professionals are also notified and respond immediately.

For some lucky students like equine science majors Leah Paleg and Heidi Fuehrer, the horse they were assigned to care 
for gave birth the night she began to show signs.

Ruth Comelli-Rodriguez hardly shared the same fate. The third-year animal 
science major spent several sleepless nights in February waiting for her mare Princess to give birth. Though sleep 
deprived, she maintained her enthusiasm.

“It was really exciting. I waited and I waited — for five days,” Comelli-Rodriguez recalled. “The foaling was 
probably the most exhilarating experience I’ve ever had. Here at the horse center, this is a regular occurrence, but for 
people like me who hadn’t done this before, it was amazing. I would totally do it again.”

The horse center is situated on 38 acres of green pastures where dozens of purebred Arabian horses thrive. 
The center is deeply rooted in university heritage. When W.K. Kellogg donated his land in 1949 to the university, one 
of the provisions required that the Sunday shows for Arabian horse enthusiasts continue.

The horse center is a part of the world-famous Kellogg Ranch, which was established in 1925 by cereal 
magnate W.K. Kellogg. Kellogg grew to love horses as a boy when he owned a half-Arabian pony, but when he 
parted with Old Spot, he vowed that someday he would have horses and that they would all be Arabians. After 
achieving outstanding success in the cereal food business, he realized his boyhood ambition by establishing the 
Kellogg Ranch as one of the world’s foremost Arabian breeding farms.

In 1949, the W.K. Kellogg Foundation donated the 813-acre ranch and horses to the university on the 
condition that Cal Poly Pomona would continue to utilize the Arabian horses in equine science education and 
breeding. Today, the university’s comprehensive educational program includes instruction at the W.K. Kellogg 
Arabian Horse Center, Sunday exhibition shows that run from October to May, the Equine Research Center 
established in 1980 and clinics offered to the surrounding community.

The center is internationally recognized for its breeding and training programs. This foaling season has 
been particularly successful compared to recent years. Arabian Horse Center Director Bill Hughes credits Kate 
Smith for nearly doubling the amount of new foals. As farm manager, Smith has been responsible for all of the 
artificial inseminations, sometimes driving to Ontario International Airport in the middle of the night to pick up the 

stallion sperm flown in from across the country. 
“Kate has made this her goal in life, to get 

our mares pregnant,” Hughes says. “If she has to 
do the insemination at 12:30 at night, she will. 
She’s very committed.”

Smith has also been instrumental in finding 
students to participate in the foal watch. At least 
two students are assigned to each pregnant mare. 
During the last month before a mare’s due date, the 
foal-watch students check them regularly and take 
them on daily walks. 

(Continued on page 2)
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(Cover Story continued from page 1)

“I think Kate has more than 40 students helping her. We have never had so many on foal watch before,” 
Hughes says. “I think for most of them this is their first birth for any type of animal. They are there when the foal 
takes its first breath. It’s an invaluable experience.”

The springtime arrivals may be the cutest, but they aren’t the only signs of new life at the Arabian Horse Center. 
On April 23, there will be a groundbreaking ceremony for the new W.K. Kellogg Arabian Horse Library. 

Fundraising for the $6 million library project was jumpstarted by a generous grant from the W.K. Kellogg 
Foundation based in Battle Creek, Michigan.

Earlier this year, the foundation granted $5 million to the horse center, which marks the third largest grant 
ever given to the university. The grant allocates $2 million for the construction of the new W.K. Kellogg Arabian 
Horse Library, and $3 million will be endowed for the care of the center.

“This funding will be crucial to us,” Hughes says. “This will help us do deferred maintenance and improve our 
facilities.”

The $2 million gift, which will go toward the construction of a 5,600-square-foot Arabian horse library, 
will provide the impetus of funding to build the library. Additional funding options and sources of support are 
being explored.

Currently the W.K. Kellogg Arabian Horse Library stores its collection in a small room in one of Kellogg’s original 
stables, which now make up Union Plaza in the center of campus. The current library has cramped quarters — not as 
small as the “mare-ternity” ward — but far too small to properly display the university’s collection.

The collection preserves all types of Arabian horse information in multiple formats including newspapers, 
magazines, art work, brochures, newsletters, videotapes, photographs, letters and manuscripts, as well as rare 
books. The collection is intended to be used as a research facility by the university and community at large.

“We have a lot of materials that are in storage,” says Michelle Moyer, the College of Agriculture’s director of 
development. “The new library will provide a much improved setting to display these items and help preserve the 
legacy of the horse center.”

The new library will be built on the horse center’s grounds. Throughout the year, roughly 35,000 people visit 
the horse center, so there will be a steady stream of visitors who likely would be interested in the library’s materials, 
according to Hughes.

“This way people can go to the library and look at all the historical materials and then walk a little bit farther 
and see the live show,” Hughes says.

 The horse show is the longest-running tradition at the university, occurring on the first Sunday of the month, 
October through June, from 2 p.m. to 3 p.m. 

It will be about three years until the new foals begin their training, but they will still be making special 
appearances in the monthly shows. After the traditional shows end, horse center staff members let the baby horses 
run free in the stadium. 

“It’s really fun because the crowd loves seeing the babies,” says Lauren Erk, a fourth-year animal science major 
who works and lives at the center. “It’s a huge crowd pleaser.”

For more information about the W.K. Kellogg Arabian Horse Center, visit                         
www.csupomona.edu/~equine/Kellogg.htm or call (909) 869-2224. A new coffee table book, 
“The Romance of the Kellogg Ranch: A Celebration of the Kellogg/Cal Poly Pomona Arabian 
Horses, 1925-2000” by Mary Jane Parkinson is on sale at the horse center for $99.99.

Connections

Mentors at Metro
Cal Poly Pomona art students had a wonderful opportunity to share their work during a three-week exhibition 

at the Metro Gallery in Pasadena.
The exhibit, aptly named Mentors at Metro, featured work by 16 art and design faculty members alongside 

work by 16 handpicked students. 
More than 400 people meandered through the gallery on opening night of the exhibition on Feb. 17. Another 

1,200 people visited the gallery March 9, 
during the city of Pasadena’s ArtNight.

“One important goal of the art 
department has been to help our students 
immerse themselves in the world of 
art and design,” says Babette Mayor, 
professor and chair of the art department. 
“This is an opportunity for us to share 
our talent while helping students gain 
valuable insight into a highly rigorous and 
competitive experience.” 

CSU Graduate Science         
Program A First

Cal Poly Pomona is one of 12 California State 
University campuses to take part in the new 
prestigious Professional Science Master’s degree 
program. Thanks to an $891,000 grant from the 
Alfred P. Sloan Foundation, the CSU is the first 
statewide higher education system to implement 
the program.

The PSM degree is an innovative two-year 
graduate program created to meet industry needs by 
providing math, science and engineering graduates 
the skills essential to excel in today’s high-growth 
technical industries.

 The CSU plans to launch 16 new PSM 
programs on the 12 campuses within the next 
three years, which will be implemented in a variety 
of fields, including bioinformatics, biostatistics, 
biotechnology, clinical project management, 
computational science, ecological economics, 
environmental science and forensics. PSM programs 
also feature internships, which provide essential 
industry-based experience and exposure.

 “Professional Science Master’s degree 
programs supply the labor market with highly skilled 
workers that are essential to the state’s future 
economy,” says CSU Chancellor Charles B. Reed. “We 
are extremely pleased that the prestigious Alfred P. 
Sloan Foundation recognizes the exceptional quality 
of the graduate science programs that our campuses 
offer, and their potential for growth due to this 
generous contribution.”

Greeks Plant Trees
The new Chino Creek Wetlands and Educational Park looks a little 

less sparse these days thanks to a large showing of the Cal Poly Pomona 
Greek community. The Greeks came out in force one Saturday in February 
and planted dozens of trees at the new park.

The Inland Empire Utilities Agency’s wetlands park, which is under construction, is located on a 22-acre site 
in south Chino. The park is intended to be an educational resource for its local communities, and 120 Greeks from a 
variety of sororities and fraternities have done their part to bring that to fruition.

“We were really excited to have had the opportunity to participate in the development of the park especially 
because we know it will provide the community with a place for recreation, while also being an educational 
resource,” says liberal arts student Suleyma Andrade, who is a founding member of Gamma Upsilon chapter of 
Lambda Theta Alpha Latin Sorority Inc.

Green Power!
Al gore mAy hAve eArned An oscAr, but he isn’t the only one getting kudos for 
environmental stewardship. The California State University system rated in the top 
10 of colleges and universities in the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency’s Green 
Power Partnership. The CSU ranked fourth in the annual voluntary green power 
purchase program.

Pre-vet junior Fred Li pets a colt 
from Early Promise (above).

Whether touring 
sustainable structures 

or dancing around 
the maypole, visitors 

will enjoy many Earth 
Day festivities.

Celebrating the Earth
Come get your hands dirty at Cal Poly Pomona’s Earth Day celebration on Friday, 

April 20, at the John T. Lyle Center for Regenerative Studies from 2 p.m. until 7 p.m.
The community event is hosted by the Cal Poly Pomona Green Team and offers 

a variety of fun activities for the whole family. This year, the Green Team will be 
working with the university’s Cesar E. Chavez Center to weave the legacy of Cesar 
Chavez with the environmental awareness that Earth Day brings.

There will be food, music, educational booths and speakers. On Saturday, 
April 21, Earth Day activities continue with workshops on biodiesel production, 
organic gardening and more.  

Each day, visitors can take tours of the Lyle Center, which is located on 16 acres 
of the Cal Poly Pomona campus. The center’s mission is to advance the principles of 
environmentally sustainable living through education, research, demonstration and 
community outreach.

For more information about Earth Day, call the Lyle Center at (909) 869-5155.

E-Waste-Not, Want Not
cAl Poly PomonA hAs stePPed uP to offer electronic wAste collection severAl times A yeAr in the wAke of A stAte 
law limiting the disposal of e-waste. 

The next collection will be Saturday, May 26. All members of the campus community and residents of 
Pomona, San Dimas, Diamond Bar and Walnut may bring their unwanted electronics for easy disposal.

“E-waste is the most rapidly growing segment of the municipal waste stream,” says David Patterson, director 
of the university’s environmental health & safety department. “These materials should no longer be disposed of in 
municipal landfills because the toxic substances may enter the environment via ground water or other mechanisms.”

The disposal is cosponsored by the university and Electronic Recyclers. The e-waste collection runs from 7:30 a.m. 
to 3:30 p.m. and will take place in Parking Lot K at the corner of Temple Avenue and University Drive. 
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so it can qualify to become certified by the California Certified Organic 
Farmers association. The same goes for the smaller plots at the Lyle 
Center, Dosier says.

Dosier has carefully arranged for all organic products such as 
seeds, moss and soil to be used in the planting process. He also has 
several organic failsafe measures in place to deal with pesky pests.

Because Pomona Organics is a student enterprise project, it has 
entered into crop share lease with the Cal Poly Pomona Foundation. A 
percentage of the crop sales are used to repay the Foundation and the 
College of Agriculture for expenses accrued to start the project. 

The goal is to become a small self-supporting business, so 
Pomona Organics will continue long after Dosier and Nurre graduate. 

 “Pomona Organics will provide students a self-funding 
opportunity to learn organic row crop production and direct 
marketing,” Dosier says. “We will be fulfilling the Cal Poly Pomona 
motto of ‘Learn by Doing.’ ” 

The students planted the Pepper Tree property during the week 
of March 18. Later this spring, their produce will be available at Cal Poly 
Pomona’s Farm Store at Kellogg Ranch and select farmers markets.

For more information on the Farm Store at Kellogg 
Ranch, call (909) 869-4906 or visit www.csupomona.
edu/~farmstore.

Found in Translation
Many International Students Make English Language 
Institute Their First Stop
By Michelle Spargur

In June 2004, Hiroko Kumada left her family and friends in her hometown of 
Sukushima, Japan, to study at Cal Poly Pomona and earn her bachelor’s degree in 
hospitality management. She had visited America as a high school student and decided to 
study abroad to avoid Japan’s overcrowded and extremely competitive universities.

Every year, a vast number of international students come to Cal Poly Pomona to 
pursue dreams of higher education. Like Kumada, many of them have to hone their oral 
and written English skills before taking university-level courses. Since 1989, the English 
Language Institute (ELI) has prepared these students for the rigors of university life. Most 
ELI students come from Pacific Rim countries including Taiwan, Korea and China. Since 
students don’t share a common language, only English is spoken in the classroom.

Kumada began taking classes at ELI when she didn’t pass the TOEFL (Test of English 
as a Foreign Language), an admissions requirement for international students. Over the 
course of one year, she studied hard to improve her language skills, taking 20 hours of 
classes a week covering core instruction, such as listening, speaking, reading and writing 
skills, as well as five hours a week of an elective such as TOEFL Preparation, American Slang 
and Idioms or American Culture and Cinema. Programs are offered year-round and follow 
the 10-week quarter schedule of the university. 

The motto at ELI is “Don’t just learn English, live it at Cal Poly Pomona,” so students are encouraged to get involved 
in campus life and put their English skills to the test, says institute director Randall Burger. Students are also immersed in 
American culture with field trips, sporting events and holiday celebrations. 

Trips to outlet shopping malls, amusement parks, TV tapings and museums top the list of students’ favorites. This year, 
students are anxiously awaiting the beginning of baseball season, so they can see the Angels play against the Yankees. A star 
pitcher of the Yankees team, Chien-Ming Wang, is Taiwanese and also attended English language courses at Cal Poly Pomona.  

“It’s a point in our favor that Chien-Ming attended classes at our institute (level one) about seven years ago, as did a 
Taiwanese actress and model by the name of Jean Wang,” adds Burger.

Through a bridge program, ELI offers advanced students an opportunity to experience the demands of university life 
by taking two credit-bearing academic courses while they still have the support of ELI staff for papers and projects.  After 
completing level five at ELI, Kumada enrolled in an economic geography course through the program. “The teachers talked 
much faster than I expected, and the homework and reading were overwhelming,” she remembers. However, with the help of 
her ELI instructors, she did well in her classes. 

Kumada successfully passed her TOEFL test, was admitted to the university and is currently working toward her 
bachelor’s degree. She hopes to graduate in 2009 and become a hotel wedding and event planner.

Watching students like Kumada succeed at ELI and matriculate into the university is very satisfying to Burger. “I feel like 
a proud parent,” he says. “Many go on to higher education and earn their Ph.D.s.” 

In addition to preparing students to enter universities, ELI offers business professionals a 10-week intensive training course 
to sharpen their English skills for their corporate careers. During the summer months, many vacationing high school students 
take English language courses and American culture classes at the institute. In a few years, these same high school students may 
return to Cal Poly Pomona to earn their degrees, and they just might begin their journey at the English Language Institute.

For more information about the English Language 
Institute, call (909) 869-4814 or visit www.cpeli.
csupomona.edu.

Natural Selection
Student Project Could Grow into 
Substantial Organic Farm
By Lisa McPheron

whAt wAs once An overgrown And AbAndoned orchArd on cAmPus will begin A new life As A student-run orgAnic fArm. known As PomonA 
Organics, the student enterprise had eager retailers lined up before its first seedlings began to sprout in February. 

The venture, which is positioned to have a significant presence in the locally grown, sustainable farming produce market, is lead by agriculture 
seniors Patrick Dosier and Paul Nurre.

“I have a lot of faith and confidence that they will pull it off,” says Dan Hostetler, professor and chair of plant sciences. “This is an excellent project.”
Pomona Organics, a Cal Poly Pomona Green Team initiative, is growing seasonal vegetables and fruit including sweet corn and a variety of bell 

peppers and melons on more than three acres of the Cal Poly Pomona campus. The students will also plant 22 varieties of heirloom tomatoes that span 
the color spectrum and will have various shapes.

“The design of the ranch allows for crop diversity and makes crop rotation manageable,” Dosier says. “These two aspects constitute a large step 
toward environmental and economic sustainability.” 

 The student group has about 15 active members and plans to sell its organic bounty at farmers markets in Irvine, Baldwin Park, Claremont and 
Pomona. Cal Poly Pomona’s Farm Store at Kellogg Ranch and select restaurants on campus also plan to carry the produce this spring.

About a half of an acre of the farm is located on noncontiguous plots at the John T. Lyle Center for Regenerative Studies where specialty crops 
such as daikon radishes are grown. 

The rest of the farm is located on 2.4 acres of Spadra Ranch south of the main Cal Poly Pomona campus. The acreage was home to a grapefruit 
orchard that had long been left to gather weeds. The white marsh-style grapefruits fell out of favor in the 1970s, and as time passed, the declining 
sales could not keep pace with the cost of picking the fruit.

Hostetler arranged for the overgrown property to be cleared during this past winter break enabling the students to get the field ready for 
planting. A lone wild pepper tree was left on the plot, lending a new name and identity to the once-ignored property.

To the untrained eye, cultivating Pepper Tree Ranch looks like a huge undertaking for a student group. However, Dosier and Nurre, who have 
accrued work experience on- and off-campus and have gained a level of insight about plant and soil sciences from their coursework, will be able to 
manage the land, Hostetler says.

“They are both ambitious, quality students,” he says. “Not every student can do what they are doing.”
 The College of Agriculture has data going back several years that show synthetic pesticides and other chemicals were not used on the property, 

“The design of the ranch allows for crop diversity and makes crop
rotation manageable,” says agriculture senior Patrick Dosier, who 
plants heirloom tomato seeds with Magdalena Vree.

“Under my guidance, the students will be doing live 
most of the software development,” says Amar 
Raheja, who has been teaching computer graphics the 
courses for the last six years. dre

few
so 

Since 1989, the English Language 
Institute has prepared many 
international students for the 
rigors of university life.

Winnie Chang and Vicky Chiang, both from Taiwan,
work on a paper during an American idioms and 
slang class.
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“We had complaints from the military that they need to be able 
to track people inside buildings where our traditional GPS receiver 
doesn’t work,” says Morris, director of advanced technology for business 
development with IEC, an industry leader with more than 10,000 of its GPS receivers in use in Iraq and Afghanistan. “When they go into buildings, they have 
the same problem as firefighters. So, when we heard that Homeland Security and the Federal Emergency Management Agency also identified this as an 
immediate problem that had to be solved, we proposed a solution,” Morris says.

IEC developed a system comprised of sensors about the size of a cell phone, which are carried by the firefighters. The sensors relay information to 
each other and allow the IEC’s patented algorithms to calculate each user’s position without the need of sensors installed in the buildings. Information 
is also sent to a computer to be viewed by personnel such as a fire chief at a remote command center. The company’s system, the Integrated GPS Indoor 
Navigation Technology, won the support of a $1.8 million Homeland Security Advanced Research Projects Agency contract to create working prototypes. 

The project led IEC to Cal Poly Pomona’s computer science department — with its emphasis on visualization-software development — for 
creation of this software. For the program to be most effective, the people in charge of an emergency back at the command post need to be able to look 
at a screen and see exactly where all of the personnel are located within a building and interact with the program intuitively. 

“We have a number of engineers at IEC, including our president, Robert Huffman, who are Cal Poly Pomona graduates, and we have become familiar 
with the school’s GIS labs and know they have experience in creating this type of software,” says Morris.  “To be honest, we also know that we are going to 
need employees in this area for years to come, so we figured we should help students develop these skills since they may eventually be working for us.” 

Amar Raheja is an associate professor of computer science at Cal Poly Pomona, and while the contract with IEC to develop this program is a 
considerable honor and a testament to the department’s quality research, he sees it primarily as an extraordinary opportunity for the students. “Under 
my guidance, the students will be doing most of the software development,” says Raheja, who has been teaching computer graphics courses for the 
last six years. The department also offers game programming courses that heavily use computer graphics principles. “In our graphics courses, we require 

one big project with a 3-D component, but in this case, it’s not creating 
a game. The information that would be fed into this program would be 

GPS coordinate data in real time.”
While the ultimate application will be a matter of saving lives, 

process of creating the software is a computer graphic engineer’s 
am come true, admits Raheja. 

“Fortunately, the city of Anaheim’s fire department is one of very 
 in the nation that has digitized most of their building schematics, 

we are able to start with those building models and create a 
visualization program on the screen that allows a fire captain at the 
command post to see where his firefighters are in the building, which 
floor they are on and whether the person is immobile, in a panic, etc.”

The next step in the program, according to both Raheja and 
Morris is to develop software for fire departments that do not have their 
city’s floor plans digitized. 

“Our GPS sensors can tell you where a person is within three feet. We 
can tell how many floors they’ve climbed and how far inside the building 
they are. We just won’t be able to see where the walls are,” says Morris. The 
system may also be used for SWAT teams, police and on emergency vehicles.

“We have demonstrated the basic capability of the system, and 
we now have to build it in a way that’s affordable, ergonomically useful 
and easy to understand in the field,” says Morris. “This is a long-term 
program that will likely go beyond 2014, and as it grows, the industry 
will need the expertise of people like the students of Cal Poly Pomona 
who have worked on this program.”

Playing it Safe
Animated Visualization Software 
May Boost 1-UP Chances in Reality

By Laurie McLaughlin

stAying sAfe And sAving lives, thAt’s the first mission for firefighters 
no matter what the emergency is, says Lonnie Morris. “Ask firefighters 
anywhere, and they’ll tell you that’s the No. 1 priority.” And, entering a 
building for an emergency provides unique safety challenges because 
personnel may not be visible to each other inside the structure, nor are 
they visible to the team outside. 

Anaheim-based L3 Interstate Electronics Corporation (IEC) 
has created a solution to this problem with GPS sensors that work 
indoors. Previously, GPS signals were useful strictly outdoors because 
they required an unblocked transmission to a number of satellites to 
triangulate the GPS sensors’ positions. 
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The Power Broker
Alumnus Builds Koreatown and 
Professional Repute
By Laurie McLaughlin

The L.A. Weekly calls architect Christopher Pak a “power 
broker,” but he shies away from the label. 

“For me, I just work hard to make sure that we are the best 
architectural firm,” he says. “In doing so, if I get to meet a lot of 
presumably important people who I think can do good work, I 
will support their cause.” 

Having spent 20 years building an international architecture 
firm and volunteering his time in the community, Pak has achieved 
success both as a professional and as a champion for the Korean-
American population in Los Angeles. This has given him the 
influence and resources to walk and talk with decision makers. In 
the last several years, he’s been actively involved in supporting 
politicians, as well as causes he feels will improve the city. He’s 
flown to Asia with Mayor Antonio Villaraigosa and recently hosted 
a fundraiser for presidential candidate John Edwards. 

Of the people he meets and supports, he says, “The word 
‘important’ is relative, so I don’t put a lot of emphasis on that. 
If they are qualified people who can really do good work for the 
city or county or state or nation, then as an immigrant to this 
country, I should do my part and get involved.”

Pak arrived in the United States from South Korea with his 
family in 1970 and chose Cal Poly Pomona’s architecture program 
as a college student. “I admit I started off pretty slowly,” laughs 

Pak, who earned his Bachelor of Arts in Architecture in 1985. “But by the time I graduated, I was very comfortable with 
the design process because the school offered a good balance of practical and theoretical training. But it was the people 
who came to the lecture series who owned their practices that made me realize I wanted my own firm one day.” 

Pak indeed opened his own firm, Archeon International Group, in 1989. A few years later, he already had a strong 
list of both local and international clientele, including large office and housing projects in Hong Kong, Korea, Malaysia, 
China, Cambodia and Vietnam. His most notable overseas project is Saigon’s 22-story Citibank Tower built in 1993. 

“It is significant for me because it was my first high-rise, and there I was halfway around the world doing it,” he says. 
It was also the first major construction of its kind in that country by an American architect since the Vietnam War. 

In Los Angeles, he’s built and renovated many buildings for clients, including the historic Hollywood Roosevelt Hotel, 
the former I. Magnin Building and more than 1,000 units of affordable housing projects in underserved communities. 

“Right now, one of our most exciting projects is a Metro Rail station in the heart of Koreatown,” he says. The $160-
million, mixed-use development is at the corner of Wilshire Boulevard and Western Avenue and includes condominiums 
and retail space. It’s a “smart growth” project that allows him to combine his love for strengthening communities and his 
desire to improve the city he lives in. 

“With smart growth, we’re really trying to build more density around these train stations so that we get out of our 
cars and use other means of transportation. It’s the only way we can grow in this city without clogging up our streets 
any further,” says Pak, who has long been a champion for increased mixed-use zoning in Koreatown, for which he’s faced 
strong opposition but also enjoyed enthusiastic support. “It’s one of the ways to provide quality of life so that we can live, 
work and shop in the same area and not spend hours each day commuting.” 

His time is spent on a number of commissions, panels and committees working to integrate Koreatown into the 
fabric of the greater community and vice versa. 

“When you talk about the city of Los Angeles being the most diverse city in the world, Koreatown is a microcosm 
of that. It’s not just Korean-Americans there but a balanced mixture of Latinos, African-Americans, whites and Asian-
Americans who live and work together,” he says. “We’re making a natural progression and reaching beyond the borders of 
our community to do business with a cross-section of people. “I’m just an individual doing my piece, and I hope I’m doing 
a good job at that.”

In Retrospect
34-Year Art Career Features Mixed-
Media Altars and Socio-Political Themes  

Hughes Elected Officer of Equestrian Federation 
Bill Hughes, director of the W.K. Kellogg Arabian Horse Center, was elected vice president of the United States 
Equestrian Federation’s National Affiliates Working Group. Hughes also serves on USEF’s Executive Committee 
and Board of Directors.

Whitaker Wins Best Actor Oscar  
Former theatre student and Cal Poly Pomona football player Forest Whitaker (1979-1980) 
won the best actor Oscar for his role as Ugandan dictator Idi Amin in “Last King of Scotland.” 
His portrayal also won him awards from the Golden Globes and Screen Actors Guild.

By Lisa McPheron

Art Professor stAnley wilson mAy be retiring this June After A 34-yeAr cAreer At cAl Poly PomonA, but the Artist in him will 
never truly retire. 

The third-generation Angelino is an acute observer of the human condition who has been working out the intricacies of life 
through his art. His drawings and large mixed-media altars are often charged with socio-political themes that draw from African 
and Latin American imagery and culture.

“Art is about investigation,” Wilson says. “I’ve spent my whole life investigating, and I’m still investigating.”
On the eve of Wilson’s last quarter at Cal Poly Pomona, the Keith & Janet Kellogg University Art Gallery will present a 

retrospective of his work from 1973 to the present, which will remain up until April 28. 
While some soon-to-be retirees may be planning Alaskan cruise vacations, Wilson has been sifting and sorting though his 

life’s work readying for the show. He has curated shows before at the university’s Kellogg Gallery, which he helped establish in the 
late 1980s. However, it has been a challenging new experience to organize his first autobiographical show.

“I hope the work affects people like I was affected by life,” he says. “I want to show pieces that illustrate the radical shifts and changes in my art.”
Wilson became fascinated with materials such as wood, fiber and rope, as a young boy watching one of his grandfathers do carpentry 

work in his workshop. 
“It was really interesting. It was magic,” he recalls watching his grandfather. “Early on, I saw the real beauty of materials, which I’m still 

teaching my students today.”
Wilson has left his familiar surroundings of the Los Angeles Basin many times to gather new inspiration abroad, leading to pivotal shifts in 

his art.
When Wilson began teaching at Cal Poly Pomona in 1973, his body of work was limited to a certain skill set he picked up in art school, he 

says. He was committed to static work — work that hangs on walls or sits on a pedestal — he recalls.
“You spend most of your early life developing skills,” he says. “It takes time to develop your unique signature. That was always something I 

was searching for.”
He traveled to Mexico several times and grew intrigued by the use of masks in religious rituals.
“One trip was not enough,” he says. “I had to go back.”
However, it was a trip to West Africa in 1977 where he became enthralled by altars, which he has incorporated into his work ever since. On 

his visit to Nigeria for the 2nd World Conference of Visual and Performing Arts, he ventured from the large cities into non-westernized villages. He 
interacted with Yoruba, Ebo, Muslim and Hausa people — drawing new sources of inspiration.

“It was an amazing, amazing two weeks,” he says.
Growing up in the rich multicultural makeup of Los Angeles, Wilson had Buddhist, Jewish and Catholic friends. He had seen altars in their 

houses of worship and in his family’s Baptist church, but until his trip to Nigeria, he had not considered the altar as an artistic vehicle of expression. 
When he returned in 1977, Wilson began making huge altars, some 

deeply personal while others are poignant political commentaries on such 
issues as the war in Iraq and apartheid in South Africa. 

“Altars are magic, metaphysical pieces,” he says. “They 
have sacred qualities that can be really exciting.”

Wilson’s retrospective will include up to six 
large mixed-media altars, as well as many drawings 
and clay work. For information about the exhibit, 
which runs through April 28, contact the Kellogg 
Gallery at (909) 869-4302 or visit www.csupomona.
edu/~kellogg_gallery.

Jacobs Awarded Lifetime  
Achievement Medal 
Judith Jacobs, associate director of the Center for Education & Equity in 
Mathematics, Science & Technology, has received the prestigious National 
Council of Teachers of Mathematics Lifetime Achievement Medal. 

Lyman’s Warped Tour Subject of Exhibit 
A creation of recreational administration alumnus Kevin Lyman ‘84, 
the Warped Tour, is the subject of a Rock and Roll Hall of Fame 
exhibit called “Warped: 12 Years of Music, Mayhem and More.” The 
Warped Tour is a touring music and extreme sports festival that 
sells more than a half million tickets each year.

Governor Appoints Merino to        
State Board 
Architecture alumnus Michael Merino ‘86 has been named to the California Architects 
Board by Governor Arnold Schwarzenegger. Merino, the well-respected CEO of 
Michael Merino Architects in Orange, has 25 years of experience in the industry. 

Ronald Muldrow, 57, a former music faculty member and legendary jazz guitarist (Jan. 31)
Professor of computer sciences Peter Laszlo, 65 (Jan. 19)
Elisheva Goldstein, 59, professor emeritus in the chemistry department (Jan. 15)
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Snyder to Oversee CBS Interactive Web Sites 
Engineering alumnus Stephen E. Snyder was named Chief Operating Officer of CBS Interactive. Snyder ‘90 will oversee all 
operations of the unit’s Web sites, including CBS.com, CBSNews.com, CBS SportsLine.com and more. 

Bornstein Wins Major League Soccer’s Rookie Award 
Chivas USA defender Jonathan Bornstein was chosen Major League Soccer’s Rookie of the Year after leading his team to a berth on the 2006 MLS Cup 
Playoffs. Bornstein played for Cal Poly Pomona in 2002 and 2003, earning All-CCAA honors. 
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“Art is about investigation,” 
says Stanley Wilson. 
“I’ve spent my whole life 
investigating, and I’m still 
investigating.”

“When you talk about the city of Los Angeles 
being the most diverse city in the world, 
Koreatown is a microcosm of that,” says 
architecture alumnus Christopher Pak.
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Are YOU subscribed to Poly@lumni?

Poly@lumni is a monthly e-mail newsletter that 
provides alumni at-a-glance info on alumni events, 

campus news, class notes, alumni spotlights and useful 
links. To subscribe for free, visit 

www.calpolypomonaalumni.com and click on 
“Poly@lumni” on the right. 

Or call (866) CPP-ALUM.

In Memoriam

An Easy Way 
to Stay 

Connected!
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Applying to the university – (909) 869-3210
To receive an application or find out about enrollment procedures

extended university – (909) 869-2288
To learn more about career enrichment opportunities

employment Hotline – (909) 869-2100
To check out job openings at the university

university Advancement – (909) 869-4997
To make a gift to the university in support of student scholarships and needs

Alumni Affairs – (909) 869-2963
To join the Alumni Association and receive university publications
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To find answers to any other questions you may have
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PAid
Cal Poly Pomona

DID you kNoW that 
Cal Poly Pomona student fees account for  
only 21% of university funding?
66% comes from state appropriations
13% comes from external resources*

?

(909) 869-4997
www.give2cpp.com

tne
mecnavdA ytisrevinU fo noisiviD

Our role is to generate external resources to 
help students succeed at Cal Poly Pomona.
*This includes contracts & grants, fundraising 
contributions & gifts, investment & endowment income.
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