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Sustainability is a 
goal that speaks not only 
of our desire to reduce 
the campus’ carbon 
footprint and rely more on renewable energy, 
but it also impresses on our ability to provide 
a quality education for students. Especially 
in recent months, this goal is growing more 
important and more challenging each day. 

As caretakers of the Earth, sustainability 
can be a very personal subject – down to what 
we eat and how we live. Through creative edible 
landscaping projects, our students and faculty 
have shown that we can accomplish multiple 
goals at the same time, such as providing food, 
improving quality of life, reducing water usage 
and embracing our natural habitat. 

As a university, sustainability takes on a 
different meaning as we try to overcome great 
financial challenges. These are unprecedented 
days for California, and with ever-diminishing 
state funds, we must ask ourselves how we 
can continue offering a quality education and 
providing access to all students. The fiscal crisis 
underscores the need to invest in bringing in new 
financial resources to the university that will help 
sustain us during difficult economic times and an 
unpredictable state budget.

Through the upcoming comprehensive 
campaign, we will strengthen the identity of Cal Poly 
Pomona on campus and in the region. This branding 
effort will highlight our learn-by-doing educational 
model that has prepared thousands of workers in 
California, launched some amazing careers and 
created vital collaborations. The great success 
stories of our students, alumni and community 
partners will shine more brightly than ever.

I’m always humbled by the generous support 
of our alumni and friends. By working together, I 
know our commitment to educating students will 
only grow stronger.

Michael Ortiz • President

 

The New Garden
It’s Edible, Economical and Environmental 
  
By Esther Chou

Marathon grass or prairie grass? palM tree or walnut tree? rose garden or vegetable garden?
For the environmentally conscious, the choice is simple: Go native, go drought tolerant, go sustainable. With 

water shortages in Southern California, homeowners have more reasons to rethink lush grass lawns, palm trees 
and nonnative plants. Through community activism and class projects, Cal Poly Pomona is helping to promote a truly 
“green” yard, one that combines native, drought tolerant and edible plants. 

For example, prairie grasses are an alternative to Marathon or Bermuda grass because they require little 
maintenance and less water. A blooming crape myrtle tree can be substituted with a peach or nectarine tree that 
produces bright pink and lavender flowers in the spring. Blueberries and Cleveland sage can be used as shrubs, 
artichokes are excellent perennial herbs, and blackberries and grapes grow well on trellises and fences.

How much of a difference can plant choices make? Ask Biological Sciences Professor Edward Bobich. Focused 
on using science to determine the virtues of utilizing native, drought tolerant and food plants, he and others at the 
Lyle Center for Regenerative Studies are installing three traditional gardens and three experimental gardens.

Students will track plant water usage and carbon uptake to determine whether the experimental garden truly 
uses less water and traps more carbon, which could help ameliorate climate change. The traditional gardens will 
include roses, a Chinese elm tree, Marathon grass and Lily of the Nile flowers. The experimental garden will have 
native strawberries, sage, cherries, walnuts, lemonade berries, lemons and prairie grass.

“We think you’ll save 70 percent on your water bill if you have native plants in your yard. We’re actually going 
to measure that,” Bobich says. 

In particular, edible landscaping is an increasingly popular alternative to traditional gardens. Although food 
plants may require the same amount of water as traditional plants, the rewards are far more delicious and bountiful. 
Unlike an ordinary vegetable garden, however, edible landscaping is a permanent or perennial installation that 
doesn’t necessarily change with the seasons. “Instead of putting in flowering shrubs and permanent shrubs, you 
plant material that resembles that and also bears fruit,” says lecturer Megan Fairleigh.

Students in Fairleigh’s intermediate landscape design course showed how beautiful and functional an edible 
landscape can be through a new demonstration garden called Nature’s Table at Descanso Gardens in La Cañada 
Flintridge. During winter quarter, they designed 12 new blueprints for the garden, and three were ultimately 

incorporated into the 
5,000-square-foot space. 

People want more from 
their yards than a simple 
grass lawn, especially during 
an economic downturn, 
says Rachel Young, display 
horticulturist at Descanso. 
Nurseries are selling more 
food-bearing plants instead 
of flowers, and people are 
showing more interest in 

Strength in 
Sustainability

(Continued on page 2)

Lecturer Megan Fairleigh harvests 
rhubarb stalks from Nature’s Table, 
an edible demonstration garden, at 
Descanso Gardens.
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New Major examines Relationship of science and society
CoMplex and often Controversial topiCs suCh as global warMing, steM Cell researCh, bioteChnology in food produCtion, and 
nonrenewable energy resources don’t fall under any single academic subject. The issues encompass a broad spectrum 
of disciplines, and those who want to engage in the legal and public policy debate need a broad educational background 
that includes science, technology, sociology, philosophy, history, politics and economics. Cal Poly Pomona will introduce 
the Science, Technology & Society (STS) program in the fall to address the convergence of these fields. 

“STS is an interdisciplinary program that integrates knowledge in the natural sciences and in technology as 
well as in humanities and social sciences,” says Peter Ross, associate professor of philosophy, who is coordinating 
the program. “The program prepares students who want a broader perspective on science and technology than that 
provided by a traditional science or technology major.”

The curriculum incorporates existing courses from about two dozen departments across campus, including 
Biology, Geology, Ethnic & Women’s Studies, and Urban & Regional Planning. 

“Engineers might not study history and society, and sociology majors might not know how computers work 
or how chemicals affect certain plants. But it’s important to understand the society that you’re living in,” says 
philosophy student Mark Arranz, who may switch to the STS major. “Why wouldn’t you have a program that 
examines the interdependency of the two opposite ends of the spectrum?”

Donald Straney, College of Science dean, sees the vital connectivity between these subjects that sweep across 
the disciplines.

“This program will prepare students to anticipate and understand the profound impacts on society and the 
environment that modern science and engineering will have,” Straney says.

—Esther Chou

science Faculty shine on National stage
enCouraging faCulty to pursue sCholarly researCh is key to eduCating 
a strong student population. This year, the College of Science has 
demonstrated its ability in fostering new faculty research projects, 
seeing four young professors honored with Cottrell College Science 
Awards from the Research Corporation for Science Advancement 
(RCSA). In the fall, chemistry professor Shantanu Sharma received 
$39,584 and physics professor Alex Small received $28,213. Spring 
awards went to Philip Lukeman and Peter Oelschlaeger, both in the 
Chemistry department, who received $35,684 and $37,432.

“These awards recognize four of our best teacher-scholars, 
faculty who integrate nationally recognized research into their 
teaching. Cal Poly Pomona students will benefit from working with 
such successful faculty,” says College of Science Dean Donald 
Straney. “It is rare to have so many awards made in the same year to faculty on the same 
campus. Our departments have been very successful in hiring the very best faculty in their fields.”

Supporting significant research that contributes to the advancement of science, the Cottrell awards support 
promising new faculty scholars within their first three years. Sharma’s research focuses on the association of 
antiviral peptides with their complementary viral protein partners that may, in the end, assist in the design of 
antiviral drugs to better combat HIV and influenza. Also of note in the medical world, antibiotic resistance is one 
of the world’s most pressing public health problems. Oelschlaeger has joined the battle to combat drug-resistant 
bacteria by studying enzymes in bacteria called metallo-beta-lactamases, or MBLs, that have the ability to resist 
antibiotics. Small’s focus is circuit-based, using computational methods to predict whether and how it’s possible 
to create nano-size circuits using visible light. Light and nanotechnology are also of interest to Lukeman, who is 
exploring DNA nanoswitches and using precise pulses of light to activate and deactivate them. 

—Esther Chou

Keeping it Real in Real Estate 
Fannie Mae Vice President and Chief Economist Douglas Duncan didn’t 

mince words when he told a group of banking, finance and mortgage company 
executives that “we’re not close to economic growth anytime soon.” 

Duncan provided a matter-of-fact overview of California’s real estate 
market during a spring meeting of Cal Poly Pomona’s Real Estate Research 
Council (RERC) of Southern California. “One out of 20 mortgaged homes in 
California is in the process of being foreclosed,” he said.

RERC Executive Director Michael Carney concurred with Duncan’s 
findings: Don’t expect the real estate market to rebound any time soon. 

Members of RERC have benefited from the straight talk they’ve come to 
expect from distinguished guest speakers and Carney, a professor of finance, real estate and law. Over the 
years, RERC has published quarterly reports that provide essential insight into the pulse of the California 
real estate market, the result of painstaking research by Carney and his student assistants. 

A leading provider of California real estate data, RERC is celebrating its 70th year—its 26th at Cal 
Poly Pomona—as a nonprofit. Its members include Bank of America, Grubb & Ellis Company, and Wells 
Fargo Bank. RERC’s next luncheon meeting will be Thursday, Aug. 27, at Kellogg West Conference Center & 
Lodge. For more information, visit www.csupomona.edu/~rerc.

—Marisa Navarro

University Wines 
Win Gold, Bronze 
Medals

Cal Poly Pomona’s wine 
might be called Horsehill 
Vineyards but nobody will be 
asking the university, “Why 
the long face?” The inaugural 
vintage of Horsehill Vineyards 
Rosé won the Gold Medal, 
Best of Class in the Best Rosé 
Limited Production category at 
the 70th annual Los Angeles International Wine & 
Spirits Competition. The 2008 Horsehill Vineyards 
Zinfandel received a bronze medal.

“Horsehill Vineyards is a perfect example 
of a practical, hands-on project that brings two 
disciplines together. We have plant science 
students in the field tending the grapes, and we 
have hospitality management students learning 
about the manufacturing and sale of the wine,” 
says Dean Andy Feinstein of The Collins College 
of Hospitality Management. “The wine is creating 
great synergy between the colleges. Winning 
medals for our efforts only helps.” 

Since the university is not licensed to make 
wine, The Collins College and the College of 
Agriculture partnered with master winemaker Jon 
McPherson at South Coast Winery in Temecula to 
produce the rosé and third-generation winemaker 
Don Galleano to make the Zinfandel at Galleano 
Winery in Mira Loma. 

“Just producing the wine felt like an 
accomplishment,” says Paul Nurre, a graduate 
student in plant science who has been involved 
in the whole winemaking process. “Winning the 
medals took it to a whole other level.”  

Proceeds from the wine sales support a 
culinary garden at Cal Poly Pomona and the 
ongoing production of Horsehill Vineyards wine. 
Produce from the garden is incorporated into the 
menu at the Restaurant at Kellogg Ranch. For 
details, visit www.csupomona.edu/horsehill. 

—Lisa McPheron

Connections
It’s a ‘Monkey Do’ for 
the 2010 Rose Parade Float
the Cal poly universities are Making a style stateMent 
at the 2010 Tournament of Roses Parade.

Echoing the parade’s theme, “2010: A Cut Above 
the Rest,” the student-built float will feature a jungle 
barbershop with monkeys cutting other animals’ hair. 

“We’re going for humor and fun with this float,” 
says Moe Muni, Cal Poly Pomona’s design chair and 
a fourth-year student in the International Business 
Marketing and Technology Operations Management 
programs. “You have to admit, animals getting their hair 
cut in a savannah barbershop is a pretty funny concept.” 

The barbershop design, coined “Jungle Cuts,” was 
one of three finalists from among 85 ideas submitted in 
an annual theme competition involving Cal Poly Pomona 
and Cal Poly San Luis Obispo, joint participants in the 
Rose Parade every year since 1949. The Tournament of 
Roses Committee approved all three top designs, and the 
universities’ Rose Float Committee selected the winner. 

The two campuses will use final drawings of the 
concept to begin assembling parts and building their 
portion of the float. Throughout the lengthy process, 
student committees will work closely to ensure it 
is built to specification. Involvement in this project 
highlights the Cal Poly Universities’ learn-by-doing 
philosophy as students develop these decorative floats 
from design conception to welding together steel 
and pasting petals to driving the contraption down 
Colorado Boulevard. Over the years, Cal Poly floats 
have received 46 awards, including nine Founder’s 
trophies for the best volunteer-built entry. 

To learn more about the Rose Float project or to 
become a volunteer, visit www.cpprosefloat.org.

—Tim Lynch

edible landscaping, she adds. 
Edible landscaping encourages a “garden-to-table culture” in which people 

provide for themselves instead of relying solely on grocery stores and food 
trucked in from hundreds of miles away, says Leigh Ann Belloli, a fourth-year 
landscape architecture student who worked on the Descanso project. “It’s 
healthier for us, and it builds community and family. It’s just a good thing.”

Promoting healthy communities and families is what Fairleigh had in mind 
for her next project, a weeklong special topics class during spring quarter. 
Students installed a 7,500-square-foot garden that includes more than $1,000 
in donated plants, three handmade animal topiaries, a paved walkway and a 

concrete seat wall at the Covina Development Center, a local preschool.
Most of the plants in Danielle’s Garden, named after a special-needs student, are 

edible, drought resistant or kid-friendly. Flora like lamb’s ear and lemon-scented geranium 
are safe for children to touch, feel and smell. Blueberries and strawberries shrubs are 
planted along the pathway so kids can pick, wash and eat. Shrubs planted along the 
buildings and fences are easy to maintain and don’t require frequent watering.

“An edible garden can engage even more senses than a lawn can do,” says 
landscape architecture master’s student Kristen Koehrn. “Kids can discover even more 
when they have more varieties of plants around.” 

Paula Jeppson, the school’s executive director adds: “Danielle’s Garden is an outdoor 
classroom. It’s important for kids to understand the origins of food. They think eggs come from the supermarket and 
strawberries come from little baskets.”

Swapping out an entire grass lawn for a sustainable garden may sound like a radical idea, but most 
neighbors will be curious, not critical, according to Todd Lininger, a regenerative studies master’s student. In 
fact, a front yard garden of fruits, vegetables and native plants can build community. 

“If you have to pour a valuable resource like water on something, you might as well be getting a return on 
your investment. You should be feeding yourself,” Lininger says. “Having a grass lawn gets you nothing. And 
then, you grow it just to cut it.”

Through Food Not Lawns, a community group he co-founded two years ago, Lininger and 50 volunteers 
have helped replace several grass lawns with edible and native plants in the Claremont and Pomona area. The 
volunteers, many of whom are Cal Poly Pomona students, help design the garden; plant trees, vegetables and 
herbs; and install a drip irrigation system. In addition to these extreme lawn makeovers, the group holds monthly 
meetings for neighbors to learn from one another, get gardening advice, and exchange plants and seeds.

This summer, Koehrn is conducting her own extreme makeover on her parents’ front yard in San Diego. She’s 
designed a terraced garden of edible and non-edible low-maintenance plants to replace the grass and ivy. People have 
been supportive throughout the planning process, she says.

“With all the neighbors we’ve talked to, they sound excited 
that we’re even paying attention to our yard. Any time you’re in 
your yard and interacting in the community, it shows that you care 
and that you’re trying to participate in something that’s bigger than 
your community,” Koehrn says.

Sharing produce from the garden can win people over, Lininger 
adds. “We’ve made friends with our neighbors who we didn’t know 
very well because we bring them bags of food,” he says. “People 
will walk by, talk and swap vegetables. 

“A garden can be beautiful and useful.”

Environmental Design 
students installed a 7,500 
square foot edible and 
drought-tolerant landscape at 
a local preschool as part of a 
week-long special topics class.

Peter Oelschlaeger, Philip Lukeman, 
Shantanu Sharma and Alex 

Small are winners of the Research 
Corporation’s Cottrell College 

Science Award.

Angie Osorio harvests a pepper at an 
edible demonstration garden landscape 
architecture students helped design.
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Visions

curriculum. In the back, numerous plastic bins 
containing the ingredients for the hands-on 
exercises line the wall and rest on desks. Some 
are as simple as mousetraps. Others involve 
robotic arms. The teachers will take those 
ingredients back to their schools, along with a 
deeper understanding of how best to ignite their 
students’ interest in engineering.

“These instructors and their schools have 
made a thoughtful, serious commitment that will 
reap benefits down the road,” says Ed Hohmann, 
dean of the College of Engineering, who notes 
that the nation will soon face an engineering 
crisis when Baby Boomers, the backbone of the 
profession, start retiring in large numbers.

Without younger engineers to fill the void, the 
economy could suffer. Students who develop an 
early interest in engineering are not only better 
prepared to succeed at college, they are also 
better prepared to launch their careers. And by 
introducing younger people to engineering in a 
hands-on fashion, more females are likely to enter 
the traditionally male-dominated profession.

“It’s a win-win for everyone,” Hohmann says.

of this native plant.
“This tree is the most common tree on Cal Poly 

Pomona’s campus. This really is the symbol of our 
natural landscape,” Bobich says. “Our project is to 
know how to have a successful habitat for these trees 
and what are the ideal conditions.”

Their research has turned up some interesting 
results. Black walnuts are more likely to grow on the 
north side of hills, possibly because there is more 
water and less solar radiation, making it easier for 
seeds to germinate. However, as graduate student 
Brandy Wood discovered, established trees (more than 
3 years old) on the south sides of hills are often more 
productive than trees on the north side. 

Bobich and his colleagues also have observed 
that walnut trees can survive wildfires. In fact, most 
will thrive after a fire, growing two to four new 
trunks. The resprouting stems also grow faster and 
photosynthesize at a higher rate. 

“Walnut trees could be the only native plant that 
survives frequent fires,” Bobich says.

At the Lyle Center for Regenerative Studies, 12 
acres of land are dedicated to the restoration efforts, and 
about 400 black walnuts live in a flourishing ecosystem. 
The secret to their success is simple: “We really don’t do 
anything,” says Juan Araya, a lecturer at the Lyle Center. 
“The land has been untouched for about 12 years. There 
are no cows, no cutting, no trimming, no mowing. We’ve 
left them to restore themselves.”

Over the years, the trees have rebuilt their own 
ecosystem. Old branches that have fallen provide 
homes for insects and animals. Squirrels pick and bury 
walnuts in the ground. And some of those nuts give 
birth to new trees, helping the forest to regenerate.

Bobich advocates for incorporating black walnut 
trees in residential landscaping, especially at homes in 
the Inland Empire. Not only do they require less water 
compared with other trees, they also provide plenty of 
shade and produce a delicious fruit.

Teaching the Teachers

By Tim Lynch

Brian Engstrom wants to build a better mousetrap, but he’s not out to catch mice. Rather, the 
second-year math instructor at Don Lugo High School in Chino hopes to capture his students’ interest in 
engineering by showing them the discipline’s real-world applications. 

The hands-on assignment is one of several that 60 junior high and high school teachers from 
throughout San Bernardino and Los Angeles counties are learning about this summer in Project Lead the 
Way, an intensive two-week program at Cal Poly Pomona designed to promote engineering education.

This is the first time the university has hosted the national program, joining San Diego State University 
as the only institutions in California to provide such training. Four courses are offered—Introduction 
to Engineering Design, Computer Integrated Manufacturing, Principles of Engineering and Gateway to 
Technology—and each condenses a year’s worth of instruction into two weeks. The Project Lead the Way 
curriculum was introduced in 12 New York high schools in 1997. Today, the programs are offered in more 
than 3,000 schools in 50 states.

Engstrom says Project Lead the Way demonstrates how to show students ways that math and science 
apply in everyday life. The mousetrap exercise, for example, involves taking the device apart and then 
reconstructing it on a computer using 3-D animation software.

Upland High School teacher Doug Hutchings believes a solid grounding in engineering is critical for 
some students who might otherwise get overlooked in college admissions.

“There’s a whole group of kids who struggle in English but shine in math,” he says. “I’d love to help 
make their transcripts sing.” 

The classrooms in the College of Engineering where the program is being taught look like a 
cross between a computer lab and a high-end yard sale. Up front, master teachers show their aspiring 
colleagues the software applications and digital tricks of the trade involved in Project Lead the Way’s 
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A Living Legacy
Plant Researchers Give Black Walnut Trees a Boost
By Esther Chou

dotting the hills and fields of Cal poly poMona with their blaCk trunks and dark green leaves, southern California 
black walnut trees are an important part of the university’s history. They are the campus’ oldest living residents and a 
significant element of the region’s native environment.

Over the years, residential and commercial developments have reduced the trees’ population in the San Gabriel 
Valley, Chino Hills and Puente Hills areas. However, with more than 1,000 trees on campus, Cal Poly Pomona is one 
of the rare places in Southern California where walnut woodlands abound.

Biological Sciences Professor Ed Bobich and Biological Sciences Department Chair Frank Ewers, both plant 
biologists, and their students are studying the trees, their habitat and the germination process to aid the restoration 

West project, which includes a cosmetic and seismic 
retrofit as well as the construction of a building that 
can accommodate 40 hotel guest rooms.

Storey and Feinstein anticipate breaking ground in 
spring 2011.

In addition to construction plans, Collins College 
faculty plan to work with Kellogg West employees 
to develop a program that would allow students to 
participate in hotel operations. Hospitality Management 
programs at Cornell University, the University of 
Houston and the University of Central Florida have 
benefited greatly by having real-world hotel operations 
incorporated into instruction, Feinstein says.

“More than 40 percent of our students want 
to run hotels someday. It’s a natural step for the 
college to develop a hotel class like the RKR where 
students interact with the public in a living laboratory 
environment,” Feinstein says. “We are lucky to have 
the support and partnership with Kellogg West to 
develop this concept.”

Good Neighbors
The Collins College and Kellogg West embark 
on $30 Million expansion and Renovation
By Lisa McPheron 

the Collins College of hospitality ManageMent is well-known for the 
student-managed and-operated Restaurant at Kellogg Ranch (RKR), which 
has served the surrounding community for nearly 20 years. The college 
now wants to build upon that tried-and-true concept of a living laboratory 
to include hotel operations. 

The college need not look far for a partner. Kellogg West Conference 
Center & Lodge, which shares the same hilltop location on campus, shares a 35-year history with the college. Faculty 
offices and classes were once held at the hotel. The first students, who learned to chop, sauté and draft a profit and 
loss statement, did so in the expansive Kellogg West kitchen and meeting rooms. Those days ended by 1990 when 
the college raised enough private money for its first building. 

For the past 19 years they have simply been good neighbors—but that is changing. The college and Kellogg West are 
embarking on a $30 million expansion and renovation that will bridge the two entities both physically and conceptually. 

“The expansion of the college and the renovation and expansion of Kellogg West are not dependent on the 
other, but we gain so much value and potential when we combine our efforts,” says Collins College Dean Andy 
Feinstein, who is leading the fund-raising efforts to pay for the joint project. 

The proposed plans, designed by alumnus Russel Tyner of the architectural firm Houston/Tyner, place four new 
academic buildings on the hillside between the college and Kellogg West and a new hotel building adjacent to the 
main lodge. 

The academic buildings will create much needed classrooms, study and gathering space for students as well as 
faculty and staff offices. Taking advantage of the natural slope, the design will create a setting that is space-efficient 
and environmentally friendly. Edible landscaping, featuring hops and herbs, will be used in this area to practice and 
promote sustainability.

The college’s founding benefactors, Carol and Jim Collins, pledged $5.25 million to start a campaign to generate 
the $10 million needed for the college expansion. Efforts are ongoing to raise the matching donations.  

Paul Storey, executive director of the Cal Poly Pomona Foundation, will oversee the execution of the Kellogg 

University Hosts National Program to 
Promote Engineering Education

Brand New
university Invests in its First 
Identity-strengthening Campaign

By Uyen Mai

ask 10 people what sets Cal poly poMona apart, and 
you’ll probably get 10 different answers. The university 
hopes to strengthen and unify its brand through its first 
identity campaign, set to launch this fall.

The long-term and multi-channel campaign 
features dramatic black and white images that 
highlight the university’s successful polytechnic 
approach, which provides valuable hands-on learning 
opportunities for students.

“This is historic for Cal Poly Pomona. We’ve 
never done anything like this before,” says university 
President Michael Ortiz. “Strengthening our identity is 
an absolute must if we want to attract more external 
support. This initiative will lay the groundwork for a 
successful comprehensive campaign.”

The identity campaign comes at a critical time for 
the university with the state in a full-blown fiscal crisis 
and massive budget cuts threatening the university’s 
educational mission. Cal Poly Pomona’s successful 
learn-by-doing model comes at a price, with state-
of-the-art equipment and advanced technologies 
an integral part of the student experience. To help 
fund scholarships, endow faculty positions and build 

premier facilities, the university is planning a comprehensive fundraising campaign. 
“Look at the declining state funding for education and you’ll see how increasing support is the key to delivering 

on our educational mission not just today, but for generations of students to come,” Ortiz says. 
The identity campaign will begin within the university at the start of fall quarter and then expand into the 

region over time, developing a consistent and unified case for support while showcasing the advantage of a Cal Poly 
Pomona education.

 

This is our classroom.

Junior high 
and high school 

teachers learn 
about methods and 
hands-on activities 

to promote 
engineering 

education in their 
schools.

This is our classroom.
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Carl Grether shows two of the horses from his 
stable, Tom Grether Farms Inc., in Somis.

I N  M e M O R I A M
Professor Emeritus Frank Glaser passed away April 25. 
Glaser was a faculty member in the Mathematics & Statistics 
department since 1970 and continued lecturing until his death.

Professor Emeritus Bernard Zimmerman, who helped 
establish the Architecture department, died June 4. He was 
79. Zimmerman joined Urban & Regional Planning in 1968, 
retiring in 2000.

Rudy Vargas, a longtime employee for I&IT Learning, died June 
4 from complications after surgery. He retired in December 
after working as MediaVision’s executive producer for 17 years.

Professor Emeritus Rodman F. Garrity, who helped build the 
university’s teacher preparation program, died Feb. 16. He 
was 86.

Professor Emeritus G. Dow Worley died in September. A faculty 
member in Technology & Operations Management, he taught in 
the College of Business Administration for more than 30 years.

Something to Smile About
Alumnus Honored with statewide Health Award
By Carla Sanders

A child of immigrants who emigrated from Mexico when he was 3, alum-
nus Dr. Guillermo J. Camacho (‘93, biological sciences) was told by a school 
counselor that he should be a social worker rather than a dentist. Undaunted, he 
entered Cal Poly Pomona, taking the first step to achieving his difficult goal. 

“In high school, I knew our family was among the poorest people,” 
Camacho says. “I wanted to change that and go into a career the opposite of 
that. For me, the key was to stay focused.”

Now a neuromuscular cosmetic dentist with his own practice in West 
Covina, he routinely encourages other first-generation college students to also 
pursue their dreams. 

“I’ve always felt it was important to do something to help others, to give 
back,” Camacho says. “I want to help others succeed.” 

Recognizing his passion for mentoring youth, as well as his achievements 
in his field, Camacho was honored in June with one of three statewide Cham-
pions of Health Professions Diversity Awards, given annually by The California 
Wellness Foundation. Camacho received $25,000 in recognition of his efforts to 
ensure the success of underrepresented minorities in the health workforce. 

“These three leaders understand the importance of mentoring our state’s 
youth toward earning a college degree with a goal of securing a career in 
health care,” Gary L. Yates, president and CEO of The California Wellness 
Foundation, said of the honorees. “Programs and support systems are needed 
to ensure the success of thousands of students who will be able to deliver cul-
turally competent, language-proficient health care.”

Camacho, whose years at the university included roles as both scholar and 
cross-country athlete, maintains a steady interest in Cal Poly Pomona and its 
students. He not only volunteers his services as a dentist, but he has also donated 
mouthpieces for several Cal Poly Pomona sports teams. Camacho is a frequent 
visitor and guest lecturer on campus, speaking to students in the Renaissance 
Scholars and Science Educational Enhancement Services (SEES) programs.

Barbara Burke, director of the SEES program, praises Camacho for his 
willingness to talk to students and share his story.

“He stresses how important it is to stay in school, stay focused and get 
your degree,” Burke says, noting that Camacho also speaks with students in-
dividually after class. “He tells them if you really want something, you have to 
be persistent. He connects with them. And they really appreciate that.”

Giving back is natural for Camacho. When he was a student at Cal Poly 
Pomona, he received much-needed support from the SEES program, which 
helps first-generation college students who are seeking science-related 
careers. He went on to earn a doctor of dental surgery degree from the UCLA 
School of Dentistry, and then completed an extensive residency in hospital 
dentistry at University of Washington Medical Center and affiliated hospitals. 
Camacho has also been trained in orthodontics, receiving a certificate from 
Progressive Orthodontic Seminars, and he has trained at The Las Vegas Insti-
tute, whose prestigious program has made him among the top cosmetic and 
neuromuscular dentists in the country. 

“He has helped so many people at Cal Poly Pomona,” Burke says. “We 
are thrilled he was recognized.” 

Camacho says he and his wife, Ruby, will use the award money to start 
college funds for their three children – now 10, 8 and 5 – so they won’t have 
any of the financial hardships he endured.   

Academia to Afghanistan
Compiled by Tim Lynch

english professor liaM Corley has had a Most unusual sabbatiCal. as a lieutenant in 
the Navy Reserve, he has spent the 2008-09 academic year in Afghanistan, serving 
on a NATO base with the International Security Assistance Force. He routinely puts 
in 14-hour days and shares a 7-by-15-foot “metal box” with two other soldiers—but 
you won’t hear Corley complain about the work, his colleagues or his purpose. Here, 
drawn from his writings about military life, are some of his observations:

ON WHY HE ENLISTED:
“How could I, an educated person committed to justice, diversity, and peace, lend 

my abilities to the engines of war? My short answer is that we all are equally culpable 
for military actions from which we equally benefit. There are no innocent bystanders, 
especially in America, where the ballot box and the Internal Revenue Service are only 
the most overt signs that our social and political system and our economy operate 
with citizens’ continual and tacit assent. … My visceral responses to the terrorism of 
September 11, 2001, and the abuses of Abu Ghraib were similar: Something must be 
done to make our world a better, safer place, where hatred, cruelty, and violence are 
forever extinguished.”

—“An Officer and a Professor,” 
The Chronicle of Higher Education, March 24, 2006

ON WRITING:
“If I wrote as much in the States as I do here, I would probably already be 

tenured. Scratch that—I’d be an academic superstar.  Even more ironic for a 
professional writer, the papers I produce here, despite the inevitable sequestration 
due to classification levels, circulate more broadly and are read more closely than 
anything I’ve ever published in public forums as an academic.”

—“An Academic in Afghanistan,” 
The Chronicle of Higher Education, June 29, 2009 

ON YOUNG PEOPLE:
“My faith in the ability of 18- to 22-year-olds has been most delightfully 

refreshed and strengthened by working closely with junior enlisted members of 
the Army, Air Force, Navy, and Marines. All-nighters are nothing to these kids, 
and they aren’t working hard for an A. What they are working for is as varied as 
the individual choices that brought them all into the military to begin with, yet I 
am more impressed by their discipline and bonhomie in miserable circumstances 
than their largely unspoken values and motivations. This too is often the case in 
our classrooms. What explains the hardworking student who works two jobs and 
still outperforms the querulous complainer who finds every grade unfair and every 
deadline unreasonable?”

—“War as Sabbatical,” 
an essay dedicated to the memory of Emory Elliott – April 18, 2009

To read more of Liam Corley’s writings or watch a video of him briefly 
discussing the role of literature in democracy and welcoming veterans to Cal 
Poly Pomona, visit www.csupomona.edu/~panorama.

Professor scores 
NAsA Fellowship

Chemistry Professor Rakesh Mogul has 
been awarded a fellowship for this summer and 
fall from NASA’s Astrobiology Institute to study 
extremeophiles, tiny organisms that can survive 
under the harshest conditions and most likely 
would be the first signs of life that explorers 
would find outside Earth.

Active Alumnus’ Firm Ranked 
Among the Best in the Nation

HMC Architects has been ranked 34th among the 
nation’s top 50 architecture firms, as announced in the 
May 2009 issue of ARCHITECT magazine. Senior Vice 
President for Healthcare Bob Kain (’73, architecture), 
a member of Cal Poly Pomona’s University Educational 
Trust and the College of Environmental Design’s 
Partners Circle, serves as the principal for some of 
the firm’s largest medical facility projects, including 
the $400 million Kaiser Downey Medical Center. HMC 
won 53 awards in 2008 and was a national leader in 
sustainable projects.

Academic Advisor selected to 
National Fellowship

Thavery Lay-Bounpraseuth, academic advisor 
in Student Support & Equity Programs, has been rec-
ognized as an E. (Kika) de la Garza Fellow through 
the U.S. Department of Agriculture. This summer, she 
learned about the education policy-making process 
and research and funding opportunities during a 
two-week fellowship in Washington, D.C.

Alumna Named Coordinator of 
Women’s Basketball Officials

Former women’s basketball point guard Violet 
Palmer (’88, recreational administration) became 
coordinator of women’s basketball officials for the West 
Coast Conference. She will continue to referee for the 
NBA and WNBA, where she has officiated hundreds of 
games. Palmer toppled gender barriers on Oct. 31, 1997, 
when she became the first woman to officiate a major 
U.S. professional sport. 

2009 DistinguisheD Alumni
Cal Poly Pomona has honored nine outstanding graduates 
with the Distinguished Alumni Award, the highest honor 
given by the Alumni Association. Now in its 49th year, the 
awards program recognizes alumni who demonstrate 
extraordinary professional achievement, community 
involvement and service to the university.

Dan Andrews
Class of ’90, College of Agriculture

Founder of Dan Andrews Farms, a fruit and 
vegetable growing and shipping company

John Andrews
Class of ’92, College of Agriculture
CEO of Trinity Farms in the San Joaquin Valley 
and a leader in agriculture for the state

Victoria Basolo
Class of ’91, College of 
Environmental Design

Associate Professor in the Department of Planning, 
Policy and Design at the University of California, Irvine

Jill Bosich
Class of ’93, The Collins College 
of Hospitality Management
Chef-owner of Cowgirl Cookie Company and 
culinary arts teacher at Orange Coast College 
in Costa Mesa

James Chew
Class of ’84, College of Engineering

Vice President of Science and Technology for 
Alliant Techsystems Corporation

una morris
Class of ’70, College of Science
Diagnostic radiologist and former 
Olympic runner 

John A. mortberg
Class of ’70, College of Letters, 

Arts & Social Sciences
Former purchasing manager for City of Cerritos and 
developer of Carson’s Disaster Purchasing System

Bob Pletka
Class of ’06, Ed.D. College of 
Education & Integrative Studies
Superintendent of El Centro Elementary School 
District and author of “My So-Called Digital 
Life” and “Educating the Net Generation”

lawrence taff
Class of ’80, College of 

Business Administration
Oversees financial management and property 

operations for Pacific Office Properties in Hawaii

Honorary Doctorates 
Awarded to Industry Leaders

Cal Poly Pomona and The California State 
University presented honorary doctorates in June to 
recognize two individuals for the impact they have 
had on their industry as well as their service to the 
university.

Richard N. Frank, chairman of Lawry’s 
Restaurants Inc.,  was recognized during The 
Collins College of Hospitality Management 
ceremony. A long-standing advocate and supporter 
of The Collins College, Frank established an 
endowed lectureship series bearing his name.

Don B. Huntley of Huntley Moore Farms in 
Fresno was recognized during the College of 
Agriculture ceremony. A highly successful farmer, 
businessman and avid art collector, Huntley 
graduated from Cal Poly Pomona in 1960 with a 
degree in animal husbandry. 
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“What I do here in Afghanistan is a lot 
like what I do in the States. I research, 
I analyze, I teach. Alternately, I read, 
I think, I conquer. The basic skill-sets 
of an English professor and a military 
analyst are nearly equivalent.”

—“An Academic in Afghanistan,” 
The Chronicle of Higher Education, June 29, 2009
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connected!
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