
Intellectual 
Impact

Universities are often called upon 
to provide philanthropic support for 
the communities they serve. Cal Poly 
Pomona is no different, as we have been 
engaged in any number of worthwhile 
programs throughout the years. But 
the university is not a corporation or 
foundation, and our fiscal resources 
originate from people like you, as well as 
the taxpayers of California. Not all of our 
assets are financial in nature.

One of the greatest assets that Cal Poly Pomona 
can provide the region is intellectual capital. Our faculty 
members are learned people who have researched the 
issues that challenge society. Their expertise and counsel 
have helped numerous private and civic organizations 
effect change for the better. Simply, they help to identify 
and solve problems.

That resource was on display in early November when 
we hosted the second annual EMPIRE Symposium at the 
Kellogg West Conference Center. Thanks to our partnership 
with the Inland Valley Daily Bulletin, the San Bernardino 
Sun, Majestic Realty, the Three Valleys Municipal Water 
District, the Inland Empire Utilities Agency and many 
others, more than 200 community leaders came together 
for research-based presentations on transportation, 
housing, consumer sentiment and logistics.

It was a great day, reflective of the type of work that 
can make a long-term community impact. As you read 

about EMPIRE in this edition 
of PANORAMA, I hope you 
have ideas that inspire and 
inform our next symposium. 
You can always e-mail me at 
president@csupomona.edu.

Thank you for being a 
part of our community. 

 
 

J. Michael Ortiz, Ph.D.
 President

The University Library expansion is expected 
to open this fall. The highly anticipated project 
features a research commons, a two-story grand 
reading room, 23 group study rooms, five group 
listening rooms and 24-hour research lab. 
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EMPIRE-Building in the Local Realm
University Professors’ Research Reveals Trends

By Lisa McPheron 

The Inland empIre may be one of The naTIon’s fasTesT growIng regIons. however, The area’s 
soaring housing market, massive transportation corridor and population boom in the 
last 20 years, surprisingly, have been understudied by academic researchers.

That is until EmPirE, which is a unique partnership among university, business 
and community leaders. The inland Empire begins on the eastern doorsteps of the Cal 
Poly Pomona campus, so it’s a natural fit for the university’s professors to take a focused 
look at this suburban behemoth and what trends affect the region most.

“Cal Poly Pomona has a wealth of intellectual capital; however, as a state university, 
we face limited financial resources,” says university President michael Ortiz. “This 
partnership creates an opportunity for our professors to conduct new and regionally specific 
research. Understanding how big picture issues such as freeway congestion, housing and 
global warming influence people living in the inland Empire is helpful for community 
leaders when they make the hard decisions that affect people’s lives.”

This past November, nearly 200 business and community leaders attended Cal 
Poly Pomona’s second annual EmPirE Symposium at Kellogg West Conference Center. 
Sponsorships and fees to attend the event were used in part to fund a comprehensive 

phone survey of 1,000 households in cities including Upland, Pomona, Ontario and rancho Cucamonga. The information 
collected was used to analyze a variety of topics such as long-term transportation prospects, the current impact of the economy 
on household spending and opinions on public safety, politics and more. 

EmPirE partners, the inland Valley Daily Bulletin and the San Bernardino Sun, each ran a three-day special section, also 
called “Empire,” using much of the research generated by the Cal Poly Pomona professors. 

The scholars represented the colleges of Business Administration, Environmental Design and Letters, Arts & Social Sciences. They are 
Julianna Delgado, Greg Hunter, John Korey, Stacy mcGoldrick, Dimitris Poulakidas, mike reibel, Lynn Turner, Faye Wachs and richard Willson.

“EmPirE draws upon a variety of academic disciplines, which assures the information generated is multidimensional and captures 
many aspects of life in the inland Empire,” says Barbara Way, dean of C.L.A.S.S. and interim dean of the College of Education & integrative 
Studies. “i can’t think of any other occasion when you can learn about how people feel about terrorism, and in the next room, learn about 
the movement of goods from the Port of Los Angeles to distribution centers in Ontario.”

As director of community services for the city of West Covina, michele mcNeill attended EmPirE for insight into economic pressures 
on households and public opinion about mass transit.  

mcNeill found information she sought on transportation during a presentation by Willson and Poulakidas, professors of urban and 
regional planning. The professors discovered that while people are aware of global warming and the environmental impacts caused by 
automobiles, they remain dependent on their cars.    

“respondents were more aware of climate change issues than 
expected, and a significant proportion of them were taking climate 
change into account in their travel and vehicle choices,” Willson says. 
“Our findings validated the challenge posed by trying to reduce 
reliance on the automobile for personal transportation. The region 
is very reliant on the automobile; alternative modes such as transit 
have a difficult time competing on a door-to-door travel time basis.”

mcNeill found answers about economic pressures during a 
presentation by Hunter, associate professor of economics. Hunter 
provided an analysis using the highly regarded index of Consumer 
Sentiment method by the University of michigan. He established 

(Continued on page 2)

Professor Stacy 
McGoldrick 
describes how 
people’s perceptions 
of crime tend to be 
worse than actual 
crime statistics.
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New Biography Hits a Homer
for 30 years, John scolInos propelled cal poly 
Pomona’s baseball team into the national spotlight. 
He did so by inspiring and leading teams to national 
and regional victories. 

A new biography, “John Scolinos—The man, 
The Legend,” by Jerry miles, tells the tale of this retired 
Bronco superstar and how he had the second highest 
number of victories as a NCAA Division ii coach. 

Those who are already familiar with Scolinos 
certainly admire the work he has accomplished but 
are more likely touched by his humble persona. The 
lessons Scolinos shared with his student-athletes were not solely based on baseball strategies or 
textbook concepts. No doubt he showed quite a few Broncos how to swing a bat or two, but he also 
taught students about strong character by having it himself, says miles, a former sports writer and 
editor and longtime friend.

“i wanted to write this book as a tribute to John because he is truly one of a kind. He has a 
remarkable reputation as a coach and as a human 

                being, and he has no ego about it,” miles says. “His 
mission is to help people, and those who read this 

book will learn something 
valuable about living life.”

The biography takes 
readers on a journey 
through Scolinos’ life, from 
growing up in Los Angeles 
to his remarkable coaching 
career. Scolinos shares his 
thoughts on baseball, family, 
friends and life lessons. 
Commentaries from people 
whom he has inspired bring 
the story to life and illustrate 
his charming, modest and 
cheerful character.

Look for “John Scolinos—
The man, The Legend,” on   
www.amazon.com.

Connections

Reducing Our Carbon Footprint—One Light Bulb At A time
Green living is taking root at Cal Poly Pomona’s residence halls. More than ever before, students living in the dorms are 

incorporating environmentally friendly lifestyle choices into their daily lives.
Last November, more than 130 student residents traded incandescent light bulbs for the more energy-efficient compact 

fluorescent lamps. 
“We’re trying to reduce our carbon emissions by saving energy,” says Telat Yalcin, a Regenerative Studies graduate 

student, who helped organize the bulb exchange. “This is not just about giving away something for free, and I think the 
students understand that.”

The bulb exchange is but one example of how student residents are being encouraged to adopt green living techniques. 
One way student residents build camaraderie each fall at the residence halls is to decorate their multipurpose rooms. 
Starting last September, all the decorating materials were made from recycled paper and other eco-friendly materials to cut 
down on waste, says Jame’l Hodges, coordinator of residential education & leadership.

“We are building community, and we are doing it in a smart, eco-friendly way,” Hodges says.
These two programs may be small in scope, but they are in step with the universitywide climate 

commitment. University Housing Services is also working with the President’s Climate Commitment Task Force 
to implement additional ways to recycle more and conserve water, says Betty Kennedy, interim assistant 
director and sub-committee volunteer for the task force. 

For more information about the commitment, visit www.csupomona.edu/~climate/.

(Cover Story continued from page 1)

that households are spending less due to economic conditions created by the collapse of the subprime 
mortgage market and slowdown in the housing market. 

“The symposium provided excellent feedback on economic impacts while offering insight on 
the state of discretionary income,” mcNeill says. “The transportation session gave a somber, yet factual, 
perspective on what is necessary for the general public to embrace mass transit. motivating people 
to use public transit over personal vehicles has tremendous power in decreasing smog and improving 
quality of life. While the obstacles for achieving this are present, it appears to be a worthy cause.”

many of the professors found EmPirE to be a valuable professional experience. Professors 
of psychology and sociology Stacy mcGoldrick and Faye Wachs analyzed people’s perceptions of 
terrorism and crime in the inland Empire. They set out to define how opinions on these issues pertain 
to local and federal government and law enforcement, and how political affiliations impact the 
perceptions of threat.

“The EmPirE Symposium creates a valuable opportunity for us to meet with business and 
community leaders. in doing so, we gain a perspective on our work and how to make it more 
accessible to the general public. it also provides invaluable feedback on the issues of concern in the 
local area,” Wachs says.  

Their research has been incorporated into a larger project and is undergoing peer review for a journal.
“The EmPirE project exposed me for the first time to how surveys are written and conducted,” 

mcGoldrick says. “Every sociologist loves the opportunity to ask people questions.” 
As well, geography professor reibel appreciated the opportunity to study the region 

scientifically. reibel analyzed trends in the inland Empire housing market and how and why they vary 
in different local areas. His research looked at default and foreclosure data, as well as housing data, 
providing current patterns and preferences for housing consumption.

“This gave me an opportunity to collect custom survey data on subjects of interest and the 
opportunity to meet large numbers of peers and colleagues with similar interests,” he says.

Delgado, a UrP professor, also focused on housing, but her project zeroed in on the housing 
market’s effects on workforce retention. Her research took a close look at available land along key 
transit corridors and the responses from local realtors and community leaders.

Korey, professor of political science, analyzed the public’s perspective on some of the region’s 
economic and social issues. in contrast, Turner, professor of management & human resources, focused 
his research on the impact of the 900-plus distribution centers in Southern California and their 
influence on the logistics and trucking industries. 

State Assemblyman Bob Huff, r-60, attended the symposium and appreciated the attention 
paid to transportation given that his district includes sections 
of eight freeways, which carry the brunt of tractor-trailer traffic 
from the ports of Los Angeles and Long Beach to the warehousing 
distribution centers in the inland Empire. His district also includes 
portions of the three transcontinental railroads that carry goods 
through the region.

“i must say i’m very pleased with the university helping to 
facilitate this and for all the sponsors who also have seen the needs of 
our growing region,” Huff said during the EmPirE Symposium. “There 
are never enough resources. if we do things smartly and wisely, then 
we will be able to build for the future.”  

For more information visit,
e-advancement.csupomona.edu/empire/.

Celebrating 60 Years in Bloom
sIxTy years of TradITIon and a year of hard work boded well for The cal poly UnIversITIes’ rose floaT. The fancIfUl creaTIon “gUardIans of 
Harmony,” won the Fantasy Trophy in the Tournament of roses. The award marked the 46th occasion the universities have earned a top 
honor in the esteemed New Year’s Day parade. 

Throughout the past six decades, the Cal Poly Universities’ rose Float has had the distinction of being the longest-running student 
tradition on the Pomona campus and is the rose Parade’s only float designed, built, decorated and financed by college students.

“Putting together a float takes a lot of work throughout the year,” says Janetta mcDowell, senior coordinator of the rose Float. “By 
the end of the year, it’s crunch time, and the students really appreciate help from the community.”

About 1,000 volunteers joined Cal Poly Pomona and San Luis Obispo students during Decorations Week, which is when the float is 
covered in flowers and other organic materials days before the parade. There is a special bond created among the individuals who dedicate 
their time to the rose Float, and many return year after year.

“i met people who were very different from me whom i would have never met otherwise,” says michele Gendreau, a 1983 Cal Poly 
Pomona alumna and former rose Float Committee chairwoman. “i still consider them my good friends today.”

The rose Float Alumni Chapter is always welcoming former floaters looking to reconnect with their classmates. Visit www.
cpprosefloat.org for more details. 
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Study Explores Barriers to Math Success 
why are There fewer women and eThnIc mInorITIes represenTed In The maTh dIscIplInes? cal poly pomona has receIved 
a National Science Foundation grant that will explore that important question as the nation struggles to 
address the shortage of students entering the fields of science, technology, engineering and math (STEm). 

Through a three-year grant of $449,993, Cal Poly Pomona psychology, sociology and math faculty 
will examine the way stereotypes may undermine girls’ and ethnic minorities’ interest and performance 
in math. Commonly held beliefs such as “boys are better at math than girls” may impact a child’s 
performance, as well as affect their beliefs about themselves.

“Expectations have a huge impact on youths,” says Bettina Casad, an assistant professor of 
psychology and principal investigator of the grant. 

Casad and co-principal investigators Faye Wachs and Patricia Hale have teamed with Pomona and 
Azusa unified school districts to work with 600 middle school students. Cal Poly Pomona students will 
also be involved as research assistants.

researchers will focus on middle school children because girls’ science scores fall behind boys’ 
scores between fourth and eighth grade. 

“Something is happening in middle school that affects girls’ interests in STEm disciplines. This 
‘something’ continues to affect them in high school and college. By looking at sixth, seventh and eighth 
graders, we are hoping to pinpoint when this effect is most pronounced,” Casad says.

researchers will examine the children’s attitudes, as well as those of their parents, teachers, 
peers, counselors and communities. At the end of the project, they hope to identify factors that 
help student success in math and factors that are barriers. Armed with that information, prevention 
programs and teacher training programs can be developed.

List of sponsors
EMPIRE is made possible 

by generous sponsorships. The 
gold sponsors are the Inland 
Valley Daily Bulletin, the San 
Gabriel Valley Tribune, the San 
Bernardino Sun, Majestic Realty 
Co., Inland Empire Utilities 
Agency and the Three Valleys 
Municipal Water District. 

Fairplex is a silver sponsor. 
Bronze sponsors include Southern 
California Edison and the cities of 
Pomona and Upland.

The biography 
“John Scolinos—

The Man, The 
Legend” details 

the retired coach’s 
famed career.

Professor Lynn Turner 
details the impact of the 

distribution industry 
on the region.  Most 

imports to the United 
States cycle through the 

Inland Empire’s 900-plus 
distribution centers.

Engineering students get a hands-on 
education at Cal Poly Pomona. Here civil 
engineering students study the flow of water. 

Freshman Alex Corning swaps 
an incandescent light bulb for 

a compact fluorescent bulb 
with students Jerick Patricio 

and Telat Yalcin. 

“Guardians of 
Harmony” earned 
the Fantasy Trophy 
for its beauty and 
whimsy.

College of Engineering Marks 
Golden Anniversary
for half a cenTUry, The college of engIneerIng has been commITTed 
to giving its students a hands-on education that puts theory into 
practice. This effective approach to education has propelled many 
students into successful careers.

Take rebecca rhoads, who earned her bachelor’s and master’s 
in electrical & computer engineering. As vice president and CiO 
for raytheon Company, a major defense contractor and employer 
in California, rhoads credits her education at Cal Poly Pomona for 
helping her develop critical thinking and problem-solving skills.

“While technologies have changed several times over 
since graduation, i often call upon my educational foundation,” 
rhoads says.

As the College of Engineering approaches the end of its golden 
year, plans are underway to pay tribute to the 20,000 graduates like 
rhoads who have made significant impact on engineering industries.

“Engineers are the technical problem solvers,” says Ed 
Hohmann, dean of the College of Engineering. “Our students 
succeed in multicultural groups because of their ability to work 
well as team members and team leaders. We are competitive 
because our students are uniquely self-directed in their approach 
to problem solving.”

On may 30, the college will host a 50th anniversary 
celebration. The event will be held the same day as the 
Engineering Projects Symposium, so alumni can come to see 
firsthand what today’s talented students are accomplishing.

For details about the event, contact the College of 
Engineering at (909) 869-2600, or visit www.csupomona.edu/
engineering. 

Owning a Piece of       
the Scolinos Legacy

In the history of Cal Poly Pomona, John Scolinos 
may have impacted the lives of more students than any 
faculty member. In addition to the national prestige he 
brought the campus as its head baseball coach, Coach 
Scolinos taught life skills to tens of thousands of students 
in physical education classes and on the field during his 
30-year tenure.

Friends and students of Coach Scolinos will now have 
an exclusive opportunity to own a small piece of university 
history. If you make a donation of $250 or more to the 
John Scolinos Endowment Fund, you will receive a copy 
of Jerry Miles’ new book, “John Scolinos—The Man, The 
Legend,” autographed by the author AND Coach Scolinos.

To support the legacy of John Scolinos, send your 
donation of $250 or more to

Scolinos Endowment Fund
Office of the Vice President of University Advancement
Cal Poly Pomona
3801 West Temple Avenue, Pomona, CA 91768
Or call Kathy Odenwald at (909) 869-2914.



Roby. “My students are immersed in a second world, and Cal Poly Pomona became a Second Life trailblazer in June when it streamed the commencement ceremonies 
they are asked to really think and synthesize what’s in in Second Life, a first for any college or university in the country. Roby says she and members of the Instructional & 
front of them.” Information Technology Learning (I&IT) plan to do it again this June. 

Second Life users create avatars, or digital Roby is one of a few educators on campus who use Second Life. In February, she offered a workshop at the Faculty Center 
representation of themselves, and communicate by typing for Professional Development on how to use Second Life as a teaching tool. In the virtual world, it’s possible for business 

By Marisa Navarro and talking. When Roby conducts class in Second Life, marketing majors to promote a business, for history majors to recreate a culture they are studying and for computer science 
her students engage in discussions, make PowerPoint majors to erect new buildings using programming code. 

To get to Teshia Roby’s class, students pass cascading presentations and take field trips to other parts of Second Julie Shen, a reference librarian who specializes in computer information systems and computer science subjects, also 
waterfalls and palm trees with stunning green fronds. If Life, including an island that is an accurate depiction of uses Second Life. Currently, she is exploring ways that the virtual world can help Cal Poly Pomona students. Access to library 
they’re late to class, there is no need to run—they can just ancient Rome. When the students are not in class, they can databases could be one such benefit, Shen says. 
propel themselves upward and fly. sit in a café and listen to live, original music, test drive a “I see this as not a revolutionary step but an evolutionary one,” Shen explains. “Students want information to be 

Virtual flight, that is. BMW or buy an island with real U.S. dollars. electronically available anyway. To them a book is a book even if it is a Second Life [electronic] book.” 
Roby, an assistant professor in the College of Education San Francisco-based Linden Research, Inc. opened Roby and Shen say they view Second Life as an extension of some of Cal Poly Pomona’s top education goals including the 

& Integrative Studies, conducts her Alternative Learning Second Life for public use in 2003. Since then, universities enhancement of distance learning. Roby says her students respond positively to interacting with avatars instead of typing in 
Environments course in Second Life, a three-dimensional such as Harvard, Stanford and Columbia have created a a chat room. 
virtual world that is becoming a very real way to meet presence there. Some higher education institutions, such “Students want courses that take them outside of the traditional setting of coming to campus and sitting in a classroom 
friends, promote businesses and teach students. as Ohio University, own virtual islands and have recreated and being here between 8 a.m. and 4 p.m.,” Roby says. “We’re not looking to replace anything but really expand the 

“I’m a huge proponent of active learning,” explains their campuses in Second Life. boundaries of where we reach our students.” 

Second Life is Not Your 
Daddy’s Board Game

Sprouting Profits
Soil-less Farming Raises             
Year-round Lettuce 
By Lisa McPheron

As cities and populations continue to expand, pushing 
farms farther away from urban areas, it can be difficult to 
find hearty locally grown produce. But, that is not the case 
at Cal Poly Pomona where students find reward in reaping 
what they grow. 

“It’s important for us to stay on top of industry trends, so we can prepare our students to pursue careers in that industry In one of eight new state-of-the-art greenhouses 
if they choose,” Fujimoto says.at the university, the College of Agriculture is cultivating 

Fujimoto first taught hydroponics several years ago in the Horticulture Unit greenhouses that will soon be demolished hydroponic lettuce year-round and selling it a mere 
to make way for a $41 million College of Business Administration building. In the past year, eight new greenhouses totaling hundred yards away at the Farm Store at Kellogg Ranch. 
about 35,000 square feet have been built at AGRIscapes, a 40-acre complex on campus that showcases sustainable farming You don’t get more locally grown than that.
and urban landscaping practices that are environmentally beneficial, economically viable and technologically sound.“Usually by the time you buy lettuce in a grocery store, 

This past fall quarter, Fujimoto’s students improved their crop production thanks to the advanced design of the it was harvested six or seven days earlier,” says Dan Hostetler, 
new facility. The new greenhouses feature automated shade systems, insect screening, heating units and automatically chair of the Plant & Soil Science department. “Our lettuce at 
controlled ventilation.the Farm Store will be sold within two days of being cut. All 

“It’s amazing coming here from the old greenhouses. We managed to get two crops in one quarter using the new you have to do is taste it to tell the difference.”
greenhouses, as opposed to one crop in the old building,” Fujimoto says. “We were really able to speed up production because Delicious lettuce isn’t the only benefit from this new 
we can monitor the environment so closely.”venture. Continual planting of the leafy crop provides a 

Students were required to work in teams and were responsible for germinating seeds in small cubes of foam commonly used by real-world setting to teach agriculture students about 
florists for flower arrangements. After the seeds sprouted, in about three days, they were transferred to long gutter-like trays where hydroponics: the science of growing plants without soil. The 
water continually cycles. The teams were required to monitor the pH level, salt and nutrients in the water in an effort to create the method conserves water by cycling nutrient-rich water over 
optimum environment for their plants. Students grew bib, romaine and red leaf lettuce and herbs, including basil.  the plants’ roots. In a region as arid as Southern California, 

“I definitely like the hands-on classes,” says Victoria Vanderwiel, a student majoring in plant science. “I really liked water conservation is a vital key to sustainable farming, says 
this class because it was the first time we were actually responsible for our plants. We tended to them, and if they weren’t Professor Terrance Fujimoto, who teaches hydroponics.
growing properly, we had to figure out what we were doing wrong.”In North America, the hydroponic greenhouse farming 

Fujimoto plans to teach the class again next fall. In the meantime, more hydroponic trays will be installed, and the industry is valued at more than $2.4 billion and is growing 
crop yields will more than double for the Farm Store. Student Gloriana Lew, a plant science major, will oversee the lettuce at a rate of 10 percent per year, according to the Progressive 
production throughout the year. Gardening Trade Association, which promotes earth-

In academia, it can sometimes take a long time to see the fruits of one’s labor. Fujimoto has enjoyed that not being the friendly, organic and water-wise gardening. In California, 
case with the lettuce lab. greenhouse/nursery products are the second leading 

“With a system like this, you see instant gratification. It only takes about three to four weeks to grow lettuce,” he says. agricultural commodities behind only dairy products, 
“Once it starts to grow, it just doesn’t stop.”according to U.S. Department of Agriculture data.  
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says Administrative Services 
Coordinator Kristin Surber, 
who oversees the student 
officers. 

CSOs patrol the campus 
late into the night, especially 
around the various housing 
complexes where more than 
2,800 students reside. if they 
see something suspicious, 
they immediately contact 
the officers on duty by radio. 
CSOs also provide assistance conducting crowd and traffic control 
during large events or emergencies on campus.

“We’re out there in the remote areas like the dorms and 
keep our eyes out,” says lead CSO randy Gomez, who is earning 
his bachelor’s degree in electrical and computer engineering. 
“The experience changes a lot of people, and some even switch 
majors because they decide to go into law enforcement.” 

Gomez wants to utilize his engineering degree and his 
interest in law enforcement by seeking out technical careers with 
agencies like the FBi, CiA or U.S. Customs and Border Protection. 
He would not be the first to pursue a career in law enforcement 
after being a CSO. 

David Hernandez ’07, who earned his bachelor’s degree in 
behavioral science, is a now a deputy for the riverside County 
Sheriff’s Department. He opted to work for the University Police 
Department to validate his decision to be a peace officer.

“i thought that interacting with the officers and seeing 
them conduct their duties would assist in my decision of 
either continuing to pursue a career in law enforcement or 
to change my career path,” Hernandez says. “The officers 
provided me with great guidance. They spoke to me about their 
experiences and both the positive and negative aspects of the 
career. i applaud the program for offering positions to college 
students. individuals thinking of a career in law enforcement 
need to become involved in the program.” 

Life Lessons Learned On Patrol 
Community Service Officers Learn from PD 
(Professional Development)
By Lisa McPheron

when charITy TroJanowskI ’03 enrolled aT cal poly pomona she dIdn’T expecT To have a close connecTIon To The UnIversITy oUTsIde of The classroom. 
That changed when she began working for the Cal Poly Pomona University Police Department as a community service officer. 

The physics major soon found her college world expanded far beyond the classroom as she become involved in campus life. instead of just 
coming to campus to attend classes, she began contributing to the overall wellbeing of the university community, and she loved it, she says. 

“Working as a CSO was my first job that carried a lot of responsibility. it became a huge part of my life,” says Trojanowski, who is 
now working on her Ph.D. in physics at UC riverside. “i learned how to work with others and how to treat people with respect and dignity. 
We had to work with the public and provide a service. Sometimes there were conflicts, and we had to learn how to deal with different 
situations in a professional manner.”

The Community Service Officer Program may not be tied to a classroom or follow curriculum, but it is a rich learning environment for 
students interested in careers in law enforcement and for students such as Trojanowski who simply benefit from the professional development.  

“These students receive real-world experience in their interactions with other members of the campus community. At the same time, 
the campus community benefits from their enthusiasm, their attention to detail and their passion for assisting others,” says Police Chief 
michael Guerin. “most do not go on to become police officers, but all are better equipped to face the next chapters in their lives.”

Currently 18 students are CSOs, and the program may expand in the coming year.
“These students are the ‘eyes and ears’ for the university police officers, and they bring additional safety and security to campus,” 

Visions
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Reference librarian Julie 
Shen and professor Teshia 
Roby both use Second Life to 
enhance student learning.

Jesse Samson, a senior plant science major, 
trims hydroponically grown lettuce in an 
AGRIscapes greenhouse at Cal Poly Pomona. 

The new 15,000-square-foot University Police 
Department and Parking & Transportation 
Services building creates more room for 
growth for the CSO program.

Community 
service officers 

Lonnie Fyles, 
Wayne Massengale 

and Raymond 
Kurniawan are 

the “eyes and ears” 
of the University 

Police Department.

Virtual Possibilities



 
Architecture Professor Honored For work in Mexico
Irma Ramirez, an assistant professor of architecture, has been honored with the Citation for 
Distinguished Engaged Scholarship by the New England resource Center for Higher Education. She 
earned this honor for her extraordinary work with deeply impoverished communities in Tijuana, mexico.
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University of Nevada, Las Vegas, is The Collins School of Hospitality management’s new dean. He 
started in December.

Student Earns top Agronomy Award
Patrick Dosier, a senior plant science student studying agronomy, was selected as a 2007 Golden 
Opportunity Scholar by the American Society of Agronomy. Dosier is one of only 15 college students 
nationwide to earn this honor.
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began working for Cal Poly Pomona in 1989, her distinguished service has included positions as director 
of the Office of Student Life & Cultural Centers and associate director of University Housing Services.

Business Professor Appointed to National 
Advisory Committee
Susan Peters, chair of the international Business & marketing department, has been appointed to 
serve on a national advisory committee for the rising to the Challenge project. The U.S. Department 
of Education program is examining if a higher education produces graduates who offer meaningful 
contributions to society and the workplace.
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Outstanding Teacher Award from AASCArr (the American Association of Schools and Colleges of 
Agriculture and renewable resources). A former practicing veterinarian and surgeon, Alderson joined 
the university in 2003 to lead the animal health science program. 

Hostetler Selected as USDA Fellow
Plant & Soil Science department chair Dan Hostetler has been recognized as an E. (Kika) de la 
Garza Fellow in the U.S. Department of Agriculture’s Hispanic-Serving institutions National Program. 
Hostetler is one of 20 individuals chosen to collaborate with USDA scientists on issues such as food 
security, biotechnology, landscape horticulture and agribusiness. 
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County/Long Beach chapter of the California Society of CPAs.  He is the senior vice president and chief 
financial officer for mission Hospital in mission Viejo.
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Stars in his Eyes
Childhood Passion Becomes Second Career
By Laurie McLaughlin

davId JUrasevIch’s favorITe obJecT In The sky Is The sIxTh planeT from The sUn, and when 
he looks through the powerful telescopes at the mount Wilson Observatory, he 
says, “Saturn is the thing that hooked me as a nine-year-old, and now looking 
through this giant telescope at its rings and pastel colors is something to die for. 
… it’s one of the public’s most enjoyable objects to see. When they look at it, 
they just don’t believe it.”

in 2005, Jurasevich, who earned a bachelor’s degree in mechanical 
engineering from Cal Poly Pomona in 1973, embarked on his second career 
and became the superintendent of mount Wilson Observatory, just north of 
Pasadena in the San Gabriel mountains. 

“i was an amateur astronomer as a kid, and when i retired [from a career 
in chemical manufacturing], i was already acquainted with the observatory and happened to be at the right 
place at the right time when they needed a superintendent,” says Jurasevich, but he had one condition when 
accepting the job: “The director had a plan for the rebirth of the observatory. The hook for me is that i not 
only get to be around such impressive equipment in a historic place that’s still doing cutting-edge science, 
but i will also be a part of the restoration of the observatory for the enjoyment of future generations.” 

mount Wilson Observatory was founded in 1904 and when it was built, the developers knew that 
the spot was perfect for viewing the heavens. Despite a massive population explosion since then and the 
attendant bright lights of the big cities, the observatory’s location still provides unparalleled viewing and 
does not suffer from light pollution. 

“it has the best ‘seeing’ on the entire North American continent because of the way air flows over the 
mountain. The ocean winds ride above the inversion layer, and the smog stays below,” says Jurasevich, who is 
in charge of the observatory’s day-to-day operations. During its 104 years, a number of the most important 
astronomical findings were made at mount Wilson, including Edwin Hubble’s discovery of the expanding 
universe, as well as proof of the sun’s magnetism, the determination of stars’ ages and the existence of galaxies 
other than our own. Today, it continues to be both a working laboratory and museum open to the public. 

Jurasevich is also an astrophotographer—a hobby that he admits is technologically challenging, but 
his images have been published in magazines, and he exhibits these extraterrestrial objects on his Web site, 
www.starimager.com. 

“The learning curve for astrophotography is extremely steep. You have to learn about the integration of 
software and hardware and invest in sophisticated equipment,” he says, adding that he has special tools that 
allow him to take long exposures and track planets and stars as they move across the sky. “For me, it’s artistic 
expression and keeps the blood pressure down,” he laughs, and admits to feeling awed by humankind’s 
relative insignificance. 

“The observatory is L.A.’s best-kept secret,” says Jurasevich, and he plans on helping to change that with 
his involvement in the facility’s restoration, public-education program expansion and fundraising over the 
next several years. “This job is like a double-whammy for me. All of the great pictures that i was looking at as 
a kid were taken from this observatory, but it’s just as wonderful to be a part of the rebirth of mount Wilson.”

Up Close and Personal
Alumnus Juggles the Physics of
High-speed Cameras and Speeding Bullets
By Laurie McLaughlin

Mark Massie rides a unicycle. “This is probably the nerdiest thing I could do,” he says. 
But when he’s out riding around—for recreation, races or multi-day marathons—Massie 
and his one wheel are quite popular. “During a race, a guy said ‘You’re my hero!’ just because 
I was riding a unicycle,” laughs Massie, an engineer who counts himself among those in the 
pocket-protector set. “Cool people think it’s cool.” 

Had the cool guy who announced his appreciation for Massie’s travel hobby 
known what Massie does for a day job, he would’ve been even more impressed. He’s 
the president of Nova Sensors in Solvang, Calif., a company he founded in 1998 that 
specializes in infrared technology. 

Massie graduated in 1978 with a bachelor’s in physics, but he first attended the 
university to study biology. “Dr. Klaus Kronenberg, a professor teaching an elective 
class, had the ability to make physics fun, and I got the impression that I could build 
mathematical models for all things in nature and predict the future with equations.” 

Massie continued his studies in physics earning a master’s at Cal State Los Angeles 
and a Ph.D. at UC Irvine. He went on to work for a number of companies and taught 
part time at Cal Poly Pomona for 15 years.

During his career he worked at Xerox, and he was on the team that developed 
one of the first laser printers. He also worked at Aerojet Electronic Systems where 
they introduced infrared cameras and satellite systems, and he then moved to Amber 
Engineering, which was the first company to make handheld thermal infrared cameras. 

“These are cameras used by the military that can see things that are hotter 
than the things around them and provide a very clear image,” says Massie. Used for 
night surveillance, the cameras are very sensitive and can see a missile launched from 
Vandenberg Air Force Base when it is 3,000 miles away. At Amber, his team also created 
a camera that orbited the moon on the Clementine satellite for three months in 1994 
photographing and mapping Earth. 

“The photo it took is now in the Smithsonian. Building an infrared camera for a 
satellite was one of my life’s proudest moments,” he says. 

In 2006, Nova Sensors created the electronics for the camera in the Roadrunner 
satellite. “Each pixel in the camera’s images is three-quarters of a meter, so it’s a very 

high resolution with lots of uses,” he says. The Roadrunner is primarily used by the military, but 
the technology is similar to Google Earth online. 

Another of Massie’s high-profile achievements is the development of an infrared sensor 
that works like the human eye. “We first built this at Amber in the 1980s, but at the time we 
didn’t know what to do with it,” he says. 

This type of sensor chip is able to quickly distinguish between important and superfluous 
information within an image, and today, Massie’s company has so drastically improved on 
this technology that Wired magazine recently published an article called “Bullet Time” about 
Massie’s “high-speed camera that can follow speeding bullets midflight.” 

“Our sensors allow cameras to run faster while preserving the essential information that 
needs to be seen,” Massie says. “They run so fast that they can track a bullet, which is good 
for building a system to protect the president and all sorts of other things in today’s world, 
including surveillance and terrorism.” 

Spending his days in the fast-paced high-tech world is what makes his leisure time on a 
unicycle so attractive. “People in technology like doing totally different things,” says Massie, 
who of course, can juggle while unicycling and has done so at his daughter’s parties. “I like 
unicycles because it’s really a physics problem—it’s the inverted pendulum problem. Plus, 
people notice you.” 

As if tracking speeding bullets is not enough to grab attention. 

Are YOU subscribed to Poly@lumni?
Poly@lumni is a monthly e-mail newsletter that provides alumni at-a-glance info on 

alumni events, campus news, class notes, alumni spotlights and useful links. 
To subscribe for free, visit www.calpolypomonaalumni.com and click on 

“Poly@lumni” on the right. Or call (866) CPP-ALUM.

An Easy Way 
to Stay Connected!

i n  M e M o r i a M
Stuart Sperber, 70, an alumnus of the 
Cal Poly Pomona Voorhis Campus and 
longtime supporter of the university 
passed away Sept. 7 after a courageous 
battle with throat cancer. Before his 
passing, he was granted an honorary 
Doctor of Science degree during the 
College of Agriculture commencement.
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Mechanical 
engineering alumnus 
David Jurasevich is 
the superintendent 
of the Mount Wilson 
Observatory.

Physics alumnus Mark Massie is the president 
and chief scientist at Nova Sensors. He keeps 
life fun as an avid unicyclist.
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Our role is to generate external resources 
to help students succeed at Cal Poly Pomona.
*This includes contracts & grants, fundraising contributions 
& gifts, investment & endowment income.

(909) 869-4997
www.give2cpp.com

DiD you know that 
Cal Poly Pomona student fees 
account for only  21% of university funding?
66% comes from state appropriations
13% comes from external resources*
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involved with Extended University – (909) 869-2288

Cal Poly Pomona? To learn more about career enrichment opportunities

 HERE ARE A FEw Employment Hotline – (909) 869-2100
To check out job openings at the university

FREqUENtLY CALLED 
University Advancement – (909) 869-4997

NUMBERS: To make a gift to the university in support of student scholarships and needs

Alumni Affairs – (909) 869-2963
To join the Alumni Association and receive university publications

Public Affairs – (909) 869-3342
To find answers to any other questions you may have

Visitor Center – (909) 869-3529
To schedule a tour of campus
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