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UNIVERSITY
NEWS

An international consortium that includes 
a Cal Poly Pomona biology professor has 
successfully sequenced the genome of the tsetse 
fly, an insect responsible for the spread of deadly 
African sleeping sickness.

Because the disease itself has no vaccine, 
efforts to control it have focused on the flies that 
carry it. It is hoped that by better understanding the 
fly’s genetics, researchers will gain insight into new 
ways of combating the disease. 

“This project is an important first step in 
understanding many different aspects of this fly’s 
biology, including understanding how it is able to be 
such an efficient vector of human disease,” says Cal 
Poly Pomona Biology Professor Peter Arensburger, 
who participated in the project. “It establishes a 
baseline of understanding that future researchers 
will be able to build on to develop methods to slow or 
even stop disease transmission.”

The consortium’s findings appeared on the cover 
of the April issue of Science, one of the world’s 
leading scientific journals.

A pregnant female tsetse 
fly is roughly equivalent 
in size to a housefly. 
Tsetse flies are the 
sole carriers of human 
African trypanosomiasis 
(sleeping sickness).

New Garden Takes 
Campus Back to the Mesozoic Age
Take a walk up universiTy Drive anD go pasT BuilDing 3, BuT sTop Before 
you get to the agriculture building. Turn to your left, step off the sidewalk 
and travel back in time. Way back.

The Mesozoic Garden, which opened in May, boasts a wide variety of 
plants that have remained essentially unchanged since dinosaurs walked 
the Earth. It abounds with cycads, which are reminiscent of squat palm 
trees but are much more ancient.

Narrow dirt paths wind between the cycads and other slightly alien-
looking plants, leading to a small pond stocked with floating ferns and 
water lilies, some of the earliest plants to evolve flowers. 

“It makes a really nice outdoor classroom,” says BioTrek Curator Mike 
Brown, who oversaw the construction of the garden. 

Biology Professor Edward Bobich, who spearheaded the project, agrees.
 “My whole vision was to create a great teaching space,” Bobich 

says. “You can show students pictures on a slide, or you can walk them 
over to a garden with all of these plants that evolved millions of years ago. 
It really helps in the teaching of a lot of our introductory courses.”

Geology students, too, can learn something from the garden, which is 
landscaped with boulders and rocks formed during the Mesozoic.

Some are functional as well.
“Our seating area consists of these big red blocks of sandstone,” 

Bobich says. “You’re sitting on rocks that are at least 70 million years old.”
That seating area helps the garden serve a secondary function as a 

respite from the hustle and bustle of campus.
“I envisioned it not only as a teaching space, but as a place to hang 

out,” Bobich says. “You feel secluded almost. That’s what I wanted, and 
Mike made that happen.”
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The garden shows what life was 
like more than 70 million years 
ago—minus the dinosaurs.

‘ Important First Step’ 
 in Understanding a 
 Dangerous Insect

CAMPAIGN
UPDATE

1 Campaign

6 Years

17,550 Donors
Over $150 Million

We did it!
To learn more, please visit campaign.csupomona.edu
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Ron Gregoire and Eddy Hartenstein 
Receive Honorary Doctorates
Two of Cal poly pomona’s esTeemeD alumni were reCognizeD wiTh honorary DoCToraTes 
during commencement ceremonies in June. 

Eddy Hartenstein (‘72, aerospace engineering and math) is publisher and chief 
executive officer of the Los Angeles Times, where he has been responsible for all aspects 
of print, digital and mobile operations since August 2008. Prior to what he calls his career 
capstone, Hartenstein was a trailblazer in the satellite communications world.

As vice president at Hughes Space and Communications Co., he oversaw the 
company’s acquisition and deployment of commercial communications satellites. In 1990, 
he became president of a Hughes-owned subsidiary founded to develop direct-to-home 
satellite TV service. What followed was one of the most successful new products in 
consumer electronics history: DirecTV. The era of digital television had begun, and home 
entertainment would never be the same. 

For his pioneering work, the National Academy of Television Arts and Sciences 
awarded him an Emmy for lifetime achievement. He is also a member of four halls of fame 
and the National Academy of Engineering. 

“Eddy Hartenstein should be a role model for every student who graduates from Cal 
Poly Pomona,” University President Michael Ortiz says. “His career success is a reflection 
not only of his sharp mind, but of his vision and passion. You simply cannot overstate the 
impact he has had in the world of communication.”

Gregoire (‘71, accounting) is a role model not only for business majors and aspiring 
entrepreneurs, but anyone who seeks career fulfillment and community involvement. He 
became a CPA in 1972, specializing in providing auditing and financial consulting services 
to the automotive industry. His love of numbers, his willingness to take calculated risks, 
and his determination to turn those risks into significant rewards helped him become 
one of the most successful businesspeople in the auto dealership industry in Southern 
California. It also earned him a place in the College of Business Administration’s 
Accounting Hall of Fame and recognition by the university as a Distinguished Alumnus.

Long before retiring, Gregoire cultivated a lifestyle of helping others. He assisted youth 
athletic leagues, cancer support organizations and the Los Angeles Police Department’s 
community youth outreach program, and his ongoing support of the arts has improved the 
quality of life in his community. He has shown his love for his alma mater by serving on 
numerous advisory councils and by helping to lead the $150 million Campaign for Cal Poly 
Pomona. He has also generously supported an array of initiatives in the College of Business 
Administration, including being the lead donor on its new three-building complex.

“Ron is one of those individuals who quietly makes a huge difference,” Ortiz 
says. “He leads by example and gets things done. I treasure his friendship and his 
commitment to the university.”

Students Reimagine the Cabin
a Dozen graDuaTe sTuDenTs who haD noT sTuDieD arChiTeCTure Before This year have Taken on 
the ambitious goal of revitalizing a state institution: camping.

Associate Architecture Professor Juintow Lin’s studio class is rethinking the cabin.  At 
least one model they are working on is expected to be placed in a state park, but the hope 
is that it will prove so popular it will become the new standard for what camping looks like 
in California.

“These are designed with the intention of being very real structures eventually,” 
student Kevin Easterling says. “It’s on its way.”

College of Environmental Design Dean Michael Woo, who serves on the independent 
Parks Forward Commission, was asked to have students take the lead in designing a cabin 
that might jumpstart interest among groups that are not typical campers, such as younger 
people and minorities.

“It is one small part of the work of the Parks Forward Commission, but it is one that is 
going to be very tangible,” Woo says.

Students spent two weeks researching the project, which included a visit to Henry W. 
Coe State Park in Northern California. They then devoted another two weeks to designing 
cabins based on specifications for size, portability and price. The cabins also could not 
have electricity or running water.

The class created more than 10 distinctively different cabin designs. Finalists are The 
Wedge, Skyline, Revo Pod, and (pictured below right) C Pitch +.

The 145-square-foot Wedge has a unique roof that sits at a 22.5-degree angle. It 
incorporates wood and glass for a more modern look and can fit one full-size bed and one 
twin-size bed. It also offers a porch where occupants can get some shade on a sunny day.

Skyline has windows that provide natural light and views from two sides. The 

Hospitality 
Management Professor 
Selected as 
Fulbright Scholar

Professor John Self has been 
selected to be a Fulbright Scholar at 
Haaga-Helia University of Applied 
Sciences in Helsinki, Finland. He 
will teach abroad from August 
through November.

Self is the first professor from 
Cal Poly Pomona’s Collins College 
of Hospitality Management to take 
part in the Fulbright Program. He will 
teach hospitality management classes 
with an American pedagogy rooted 
in polytechnic, hands-on student-
based learning. He will also conduct 
research on why restaurants fail — to 
compare with his U.S.-based research 
on the same topic.

He says he is looking forward to 
offering his American style of teaching 
to the Finnish students while also 
gaining a broader view of teaching and 
student learning to bring back to Cal 
Poly Pomona. “I love peeling back the 
onion of a new culture,” he says. “Four 
months is long enough that you’re not 
treated like a tourist.”

John Self is the first professor from 
The Collins College to take part in the 
Fulbright Program.

Eddy Hartenstein 
is a pioneer in the world of communication.

180-square-foot cabin includes areas for 
beds and storage, and an L-shaped porch.

Revo Pod is spread over 150 square 
feet and is inspired by the classical 
lifeguard structure. Lightweight and easy 
to transport, it can fit one to three people 
and provides elements of the traditional 
RV experience. 

C Pitch + consists of wood and steel 
options. It has a generous amount of 
interior floor space that allows for multiple 
beds and plenty of storage. The cabin also 
has wrap-around windows.

“What we’re really trying to do is a 
remix of the architecture and culture of 
camping,” student Laida Aguirre says.

Lin’s students come from a range 
of academic backgrounds, including 
math, landscape architecture and civil 
engineering, and thus are learning a lot of 
new topics while taking on the daunting 
task of rethinking the camping experience. 

“They know it is a real treat to work 
on this type of project. The whole purpose 
is for the community at-large,” Lin says.

The selected cabin could be ready for 
use by the end of the year.

Model UN Team Earns Highest Honors
The National Model U.N. Team won an Outstanding Delegation Award at the 

annual national conference in New York — the best performance by Cal Poly 
Pomona students since 2008.

The team played the role of the Philippines during the conference, which 
simulates the committee sessions, debate and diplomatic negotiations that occur 
at the United Nations. The conference educates students about international 
relations and diplomacy. Nearly 200 universities and colleges participated, each 
representing different member nations.

Team members prepared for the conference by researching the Philippines’ 
position on various issues. At the conference, they served on committees and 
introduced resolutions reflecting those positions.

Trained volunteers evaluated how 
accurately each delegation reflected 
its country’s diplomatic style, how it 
participated in committee, and how 
well it used its rules of procedure.

Recent teams had earned 
Distinguished Delegation Awards, 
which created high expectations 
for this year’s team. But the team 
exceeded those expectations by 
becoming one of 27 chosen as an 
outstanding delegation, the highest 
honor given at the conference.Ron Gregoire 

epitomizes the spirit of community involvement.
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New Deans for Collins and Agriculture
lea r. Dopson has Been appoinTeD Dean of The Collins College of hospiTaliTy 
Management, effective June 30.

This is a homecoming for Dopson, who was a member of the Collins College faculty 
from 1993 to 2001.

“I have admired The Collins College for many years, both during my time on the 
faculty and in the years since,” Dopson says. “It is widely known for its preeminent status 
in hospitality and tourism education.”

Dopson served for the past 12 years as chair of the hospitality & tourism management 
department at the University of North Texas. During her time at the helm, the number of 
students in the program grew more than 300 percent, and full-time faculty grew more than 
100 percent.

She succeeds Ed Merritt, who served as interim dean since July 2013.
Mary Holz-Clause, who has served as the University of Connecticut’s vice president 

for economic development, will become the College of Agriculture’s next dean. She begins 
on July 28.

Holz-Clause comes to Cal Poly Pomona with an extensive background in agricultural 
and economic development. Her career has included serving in government and academia 
and also running her own farm business. Before working at UConn, she spent 25 years at 
Iowa State University, climbing the ladder to become associate vice president of extension 
and outreach and director of global programs.

 “I am honored to become the dean at a college that has helped preserve agriculture 
in Southern California,” Holz-Clause says. “I look forward to working with the faculty, staff 
and students and learning about their experiences.”

Holz-Clause will succeed Les Young, who is retiring after 36 years with the university.

A Cal Poly Pomona student experiences zero gravity in NASA’s 
Reduced Gravity aircraft, also known as the Vomit Comet. In July, 
a group of aerospace engineering students will again hitch a ride 
aboard the aircraft when they test out systems they designed for a 
small satellite they constructed.

Another Stellar Performance for Formula SAE 
Cal Poly Pomona’s Formula SAE team achieved a top ranking in an international 

race and design competition held in Michigan in May. The team placed 14th in the 
Formula SAE Series, beating out all other California colleges and universities.

Each year, the competition asks engineering students to design and build a 
formula-style race car from scratch. It is one of the largest engineering design 
competitions in the world and this year included teams from Germany, Austria, 
Singapore, Venezuela, Canada and India.

JUSTIN ELLERBEE became the first Bronco pole 
vaulter in 38 years to earn All-America recognition by 
placing fifth at the national track championships in 
Michigan. He cleared a height of 16 feet, 8.75 inches 
on his first attempt. JESSICA GIACOLETTI right, also 
earned All-America honors by finishing tied for 
seventh in the high jump. 

Lea R. Dopson

Mary Holz-Clause
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By Esther Chou Tanaka

Cal poly pomona has Been an environmenTal leaDer for DeCaDes, from using reCyCleD 
water in the 1960s to building a center for regenerative studies in 1994 that models 
and teaches best practices. A giant step came in 2009 when the university set an 
ambitious goal of becoming carbon neutral by 2030.

Now, the campus is taking another major step by broadening its focus from 
carbon neutrality to environmental sustainability.

“While climate change is the most pressing issue of the 21st century with 
regards to the environment, it is not the only one,” says Kyle D. Brown, director of 
the Lyle Center for Regenerative Studies and professor of landscape architecture. 
“We recently shifted our focus from exclusively focusing on climate change to 
looking at broader environmental sustainability issues, because we recognize that 
a lot of issues and opportunities were not being adequately addressed.”

Environmental issues encompass much more than air we breathe, the 
water we drink, the ground we stand on, and the plants we grow. Environmental 
sustainability literally applies to the world around us — including people, 
businesses, education and jobs.

Under a new Environmental Sustainability Task Force headed by Brown, the 
university will look into topics such as transportation and vehicle emissions, water 
consumption, food production, waste and recycling, and community service. He 
will also lead a working group featuring student leaders.

“Caring for the environment should be everyone’s responsibility,” says 
University President Michael Ortiz. “As a university, we have a responsibility 
to the global community to be models and leaders. We also have the resources 
to research innovative ideas, teach our students to be global citizens, and help 
advance sustainable practices in our communities.”

Ortiz hopes the task force will generate solutions that can be shared with the 
larger community, help raise awareness of environmental issues, and guide the 
campus toward its goal of carbon neutrality. 

A recent meeting about transportation to and from Cal Poly Pomona 
perfectly illustrated one reason for the broader, more holistic perspective. Task 
force members started talking about single-passenger cars and the need for a 

new parking structure. But adding 
more spaces could send conflicting 
messages about the university’s 
environmental priorities. An idea: 
Spread out the class schedule to 
more evenings and weekends to 
relieve the demand for parking at peak 
periods. A consideration: Faculty are 
required to have a minimum number 
of office hours and days. Could email 
communication substitute for those 
in-person requirements? Another 
question: Could additional hybrid and 
online classes reduce the number of 
people driving to campus? 

These are the types of questions 
that will require creative thinking, 
perhaps a shift in campus culture 
and operations, and partnering with 
outside organizations, Brown says. 

Over the years, the campus’s 
commitment to the environment has 
earned high marks and recognition from 
organizations such as the Princeton 
Review and the Sierra Club. Most 
recently, the university earned a gold 
rating from the Association for the 
Advancement of Sustainability in Higher 
Education, the premier organization 
for advancing sustainability on college 
campuses. Cal Poly Pomona was scored 

as the top CSU on the list and the third-highest university in California. 
The gold rating from the STARS (Sustainability Tracking, Assessment and 

Rating System) program highlights the university’s success in several key areas, 
including facilities, education, research, dining, purchasing and transportation. 
It also includes areas that might not be considered directly related to the 
environment — community engagement, diversity, employee training and 
sustainable compensation  —  but that are beneficial for the overall health and 
sustainability of the campus and surrounding communities.

It’s reasonable to consider sustainable living as part of environmental 
sustainability, according to Professor Michael Millar, who leads Cal Poly Pomona’s 
Center for Community Engagement.

“Community service is about sustainability, whether it’s helping out on 
Pomona Beautification Day or working up at the Angeles Forest,” Millar says. 
“It’s about using service to incorporate your skills and education into making the 
community a better place. When you make the community a better place, you are 
making it more sustainable.”

Millar links the health of a university to its success in engaging the community 
and reaching its environmental goals. 

“We encourage our students to learn to build reciprocal, two-way 
relationships with people and communities, where there is benefit flowing in both 
directions. When you’re doing it right, the total is greater than the sum of its parts,” 
Millar says. “We are enriched by that community as well. There’s no hierarchy. 
That’s what true health is about. It’s everyone helping each other, working with 
each other.”

The university has broadened 
its approach to caring for 
the environment. It involves 
everyone, and it goes way beyond 
carbon neutrality.

Professor Kyle D. Brown will 
lead the new Environmental 
Sustainability Task Force and 
a working group.

Cal Poly Pomona students share their 
knowledge and experiences with the 
community at large. This project at 
Santana High School in La Puente is just 
one example.

S U S T A  N
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Life doesn’t happen on a whiteboard, which is why Cal Poly Pomona 
students dig in daily, get their hands dirty if need be, and experience the 
real world. When the classroom is a learn-by-doing experience, students 
aren’t just acquiring skills, they’re mastering them.

at Their Fingertips
A photo essay by TOM ZASADZINSKI
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When books or real-life stories are made into movies, the minority characters 
are often replaced with white actors. Why?

The problem is that films are made on large budgets, and they expect to make a lot 
of money. So the first thing they want is Tom Cruise or Harrison Ford or someone who is 
guaranteed to bring in an audience. Because fewer films have been made with minority 
leads, they don’t have a track record of proving they can do that. To make the movie more 
profitable, they tend to whitewash the lead characters.

What can viewers do to change this?

We have to support the shows that give us a diverse cast. That’s why the success of 
“Grey’s Anatomy” is so important. Shonda Rhimes, the writer/producer, does blind casting. 
That literally means that when you write a character, you never say what their ethnicity 
is. You ask casting directors to send any good actor to the audition. When you look at 
that show, you have African Americans, Asian Americans, Native Americans. They’re all 
blended together in one place, which is what a real hospital would look like. 

It sounds like you have high standards for television. Does television have a 
responsibility to teach? 

TV doesn’t have to teach per se any specific thing. But a good, well-written story, like 
a good episode of “Doctor Who,” will teach empathy, will teach communications skills, and 
will teach how people should relate to one another. 

My husband and I sit with my son and talk about “Doctor Who,” and we’ve done that 
since he was 8. He’s met Dickens and Shakespeare through the show. When his high school 
performed “A Midsummer Night’s Dream,” he already had an understanding of Shakespeare. 
When we visited England, we went to Stonehenge. My son had a deeper connection to it 
because of the show. I think you should use television and films as a steppingstone to get 
into stories they claim to represent. So see the movie, and then read the book. 

By Esther Chou Tanaka

Rosanne Welch is a professor, 
television writer and producer, and a 
longtime fan of “Doctor Who.” She’s 
given numerous presentations and 
written articles about the show. Welch 
sat down with PolyTrends to talk about 
TV, storytelling and the importance of 
diversity in the entertainment industry.

Why is “Doctor Who” a good show to 
discuss race and culture?

It’s an excellent example to talk about 
race because the Doctor travels through 
time and space. He meets an assortment 
of people, sometimes on other planets but 
largely on Earth. Science fiction works best 
when it highlights to human beings what 
they’re doing wrong in their humanity. 
That’s what “Doctor Who” does very well. 

For example, there was an episode in 
which we discover an alien race that once 
owned Earth, and they all cryogenically 
froze themselves. When they come back 
to life, they realize that humans have 
taken over. Now there’s this clash of how 
these two creatures can inhabit the same 
place. Of course they’re talking about the 
Palestinian and Israeli conflict. But you 
can do it with fish creatures and humans. 

Why is it important to show diversity 
on television?

People who watch TV are living in the 
real world. The nicest thing I read about TV 
once was from a kid who was from a racist 
family in the South. He said that TV was 
the only time he saw African Americans as 
human beings. He never would have heard 
that message if he hadn’t seen African 
Americans on television shows. The same 
thing can be said about the show “Will 
and Grace.” Gay rights has moved forward 
in our country largely because of that 
program. TV lets people into your home that 
perhaps your own culture would not have 
let enter. And that’s a huge responsibility. 

PERSPECTIVE
CAMPUS

The author Stephen King calls books “a uniquely portable 
magic.” Many members of the Cal Poly Pomona community 
create that magic, either as part of their research or because of 
a passion for the topic. Often, it’s both. In this issue we feature 
an overview and excerpts of the works of five authors, including 
a student who founded a magazine about LA’s cultural scene. 

THE GAME OF LIFE

By Tim Lynch

The Caravan amBling along whiTTier 
Boulevard on a warm Saturday morning in 
the summer of 1940 was hard to miss. In 
front, two well-worn trucks piled high with 
uniforms, bats, balls and, just in case, four 
bases. Snaking behind, nearly two dozen 
cars with families and fans traveling from 
Orange County to East Los Angeles for a 
weekend baseball game.

But it was much more than a game. 
It was Mexican American baseball — a 
way of life and a vital institution in the 
advancement of civil rights. Long before the 

Chicano movement or even the American 
GI Forum, which opened opportunities for 
Latino veterans after World War II, baseball 
was the social force.

Professor Emeritus Richard Santillán 
and colleagues have brought that era back 
to life with several books, most recently 
“Mexican American Baseball in the Central 
Coast.” Like others in the ongoing series, 
it abounds with photos culled from family 
scrapbooks and shines a light on a deeply 
ingrained part of Mexican American culture 
from the 19th century into the 1960s.

Though the competition was intense, 
the games were just part of the experience, 
which typically started on Saturday 
afternoon when the caravan rolled into the 
host team’s neighborhood. Residents would 
turn out to welcome the visitors into their 
homes. While players from both teams 
prepared the field for the next day, women 
prepared the meal — tamales, carnitas, 
pan dulce and other dishes — for the fiesta 
that evening. After the meal came dancing 
and probably alcohol. (It was not uncommon 
to try to disable opposing players with a 
hangover.) Young men and women would 
steal glances and flirt, perhaps eventually 

leading to marriages that brought families 
from different communities together. 
Sunday morning, nearly everyone would go 
to Mass before heading over to the game.

Most important were the 
conversations, the meetings and the 
strategy sessions — the networking—
before, during and after the game. 
Someone in the stands might announce 
that he was collecting money for a political 
candidate or looking to hire an attorney to 
file suit against a business that refused to 
serve or hire Mexican Americans. Women 
would compare notes about their children’s 
educations. The catcher and batter might 
share information about job opportunities.

“Many people have told me the 
baseball game was a political rally where 
important issues were discussed,” Santillán 
says. “You had all these people there, 
including politicians and labor leaders. Out 
of baseball came elections, lawsuits, labor 
organizing. We want to show in these books 
that these Mexican American players were 
not just athletes and their families were 
not just fans. They were active in cultural 
and political life. They were pioneers 

(Continued on page 18)

COVER 
STORY

*For more information about authors
on campus, check out the University 
Library’s Golden Leaves project at 
http://bit.ly/cppgoldenleaves

“Mexican American Baseball in the 
Central Coast”



Perry and Paul Tollett succeeded beyond 
their wildest dreams, but they never forgot 
where it all began. They are contributing to the 
music department’s $2.5 million All-Steinway 
School Initiative — an ambitious plan to 
purchase 29 Steinway pianos and establish 
an endowment to maintain them. Cal Poly 
Pomona will become the first public university 
in California to earn the distinction of being 
an All-Steinway School, giving students 
extraordinary access to the gold standard of 
piano craftsmanship.

“We had a great time here,” Paul says. 
“I think if you go to a school and have a great 
time, you should help out if you can.” 

For more information about the All-
Steinway Initiative, contact, Kristen Daley, 
director of major gifts, at (909) 869-5471 or 
kldaley@csupomona.edu.

By Dan Lee

as a CliniCal psyChologisT anD eDuCaTion 
professor, Aubrey Fine has written many 
academic articles and books during his 
career, but his latest includes storytelling, 
not just science.

Fine is one of the nation’s leading 
pioneers on using therapy animals to 
help treat children with emotional, social 
or physical problems. His latest book, 
“Our Faithful Companions: Exploring the 
Essence of Our Kinship with Animals,”  
explores the psychological benefits of the 
human-animal bond through science and 
individual stories.

“I like being a storyteller, so writing 
books where I can combine my academic 
knowledge with my passion for weaving 
stories makes this even a more worthwhile 
experience,” he says. “The primary reason I 
wanted to write the book was to help explore 
with my readers why we have this unique 
relationship with our companion animals and 
how — for some of us — this relationship 
can make our lives more complete.” 

One example of this mix of science 
and storytelling is a chapter called “Magic, 
Can You Help Me Find Pooh Corner?” It 
delves into the biology of cancer and how 
animals have helped people battle the 
disease by finding a place in their minds 
where they are fulfilled. 

It’s a very personal chapter for Fine, 
because it tells the story of his wife, Nya, 
who was diagnosed with breast cancer 
just days after they got the first of their 
golden retrievers, Magic.

“Our Faithful Companions” is 
written not just for psychologists and 
veterinarians, but also for parents and 
prospective pet owners. Animals can 
provide children a variety of lessons, like 

By Ben Demers

Julianna DelgaDo BoughT a house in 
2002 in the Pasadena neighborhood of 
Bungalow Heaven, and it didn’t take 
her long to join in the community’s 
preservation efforts.

The interim associate dean of 
the College of Environmental Design 
became an active member of the 
neighborhood association, eventually 
serving three terms as president, as well 
as on Pasadena’s Historic Preservation 
Commission and Design Commission.

But her most lasting work is 
“Pasadena’s Bungalow Heaven” published 
in 2012 by Arcadia Publishing.

The 127-page book that she co-
authored with neighbor and local historian 
John G. Ripley was the result of their 
fascinations with the area, which was 
named a Landmark District by the city in 
1989 and listed on the State and National 
Register of Historic Places in 2008.

“I was researching my own house, as 
was John, and we wanted to know more 
about the origins of the neighborhood,” 
says Delgado. “I’m more of an 
archeologist or a detective, so I dug in.”

She spent hundreds of hours poring 
over plans, drawings, photographs and 
other related documents.

“We knew there were some early 
images, but these were scattered all across 
the state in different collections. Fortunately, 
I was able to unearth much more,” Delgado 
says. “No one has published any of this 
before. This is all brand new.”

Bungalow Heaven is considered the 
nation’s finest and largest collection of intact 
middle-class homes — about 1,500 — 
built during the American Arts and Crafts 
period, roughly from 1890 to 1929. The 

neighborhood has a unique character and 
is a throwback to how communities used to 
be. Neighbors are friendly, look out for each 
other and participate in community activities.

“We all have front porches so all you 
have to do is sit out there and the world 
walks by,” Delgado says.

 As a new neighborhood in a 
developing region, Bungalow Heaven 
was fertile ground for experiments 
in domestic architecture. Modern, 
progressive thinking from Frank Lloyd 
Wright, Charles and Henry Greene, 
Gustav Stickley and others, would 
influence popular designs to serve 
changing lifestyles and turn a profit. 
The bungalows built around the turn of 
the century would signify collectively a 
paradigm shift from the rigid formalism 
of the elitist Victorians, based on a 
class system, hereditary privilege, and 
prescribed gender roles, to British 
publisher William Morris’s enlightened 
emphasis on elevating all forms of labor 
of the Industrial Revolution. Morris also 
emphasized marrying the “beautiful and 
functional” (that is, the “High Arts” with 

prosaic crafts), especially in homes for 
a growing, deserving, and democratic 
middle class.

In contrast to their Victorian-style 
predecessors, these new, modest, 
and yet uncorseted Arts and Crafts 
dwellings averaged about 1,200 square 
feet and one to one and a half stories. 
With restrained ornamentation and 
a nod to nature through the use of 
local materials, especially raw stone 
and wood, they were built on ample, 
50-foot-wide lots that were relatively 
long and narrow. They were equipped 
with welcoming porches, open-flowing 
floor plans, built-in furniture, and plenty 
of operable windows to bring in light 
and air. They were simple, efficient, 
inexpensive, cheerful, leisurely, and 
comfortable. No product was better 
suited to take advantage of the valley 
nestled below the glorious San 
Gabriels. The bungalow brought the 
outside in, eliminated the need for 
servants, gave women free time from 
household drudgery, and provided for 
healthy outdoor living, sleeping, and 
recreating, becoming a haven from the 
impersonal workplace or ideal space 
for happy retirement.”

body is able to cope under incredible 
circumstances, even when being 
deprived of substantial quantities 
of essential things that sustain life. 
However, when hope goes away or is 
lost, we give up the fight and the spirit 
is broken …

Hope is what Magic provided for 
Nya. Magic knew, and still knows, 
how to get past Nya’s emotional 
armor. Magic is able to pick up on 
nonverbal cues and engage Nya even 
when a direct invitation isn’t given. 
When she was a puppy, she would 
just wander over to Nya and nudge 
her way into her human friend’s soul.

Nya has been cancer-free for 
almost eight years. Her remarkable 
relationship with Magic is stronger 
than most I have witnessed. Although 
my wife hesitates to admit it, they 
are soul mates, and it is still amazing 
to watch the two of them together. I 
often find them sitting next to each 
other, silently gazing into each 
other’s eyes and holding paw and 
hand. It is a heartwarming sight that 
never gets old.”

.

A SLICE OF HEAVEN

expressing affection, Fine says. They can 
also provide children a source of solace 
during difficult times, such as when 
parents divorce. The book includes a 
chapter that serves as a guide for anyone 
considering getting a pet.

 About a week after Magic 
joined our family, my wife had surgery. 
Over the next several months, Magic 
became my wife’s best friend. They 
were inseparable. For a young puppy, 
Magic was keenly interested in Nya 
and would never leave her side. One 
daily ritual was particularly special: 
they would hold hand and paw 
together for hours often in silence. One 
evening several months later, Nya said 
to me with tears in her eyes, ‘I guess 
we were supposed to get her. Taking 
care of her keeps me busy and brings 
me joy. She brings me happiness and 
things to do so that I don’t have to sit 
around and worry about myself.’ …

What I have always found 
inspiring was Nya’s strength for 
always having hope. The human 

ANIMALS’ MAGNETISM

“Our Faithful Companions: Exploring the 
Essence of Our Kinship with Animals”

“Pasadena’s Bungalow Heaven”
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By Ben Demers

for alison pearlman, an arT hisTorian anD 
associate professor in the art department, 
restaurants present a complicated yet 
rewarding object to study.

Pearlman’s book, “Smart Casual: The 
Transformation of Gourmet Restaurant 
Style in America,” looks at the role of 
restaurants as conveyors of class values 
and interests and discusses how gourmet 
restaurants have transformed since the 
mid-1970s to appear more casual. 

Pearlman says this interest in 
restaurants started at a young age when 
her family would bring her to such eateries 
as Hippopotamus Hamburger on Van Ness 
Street in San Francisco. 

“From my child’s points of view, they 
were magical places,” Pearlman says. 

“I saw the purple-clad happy 
abstraction of a hippopotamus that greeted 
me at the entrance of Hippopotamus 
Hamburger, one of my favorite places, and 
saw the job I first wanted when I grew 
up. As an adult, I learned that the magic I 
found then was the product of real labor. 
The hippo was probably hot in his costume 
and making minimum wage.”

But this improved understanding 
didn’t make the restaurants unappealing to 
Pearlman, especially when she gained an 
appreciation for interpreting culture. 

“The visible spectrum of restaurants 
is vast. It also plays a decisive role in the 
consumer experience, the marketing and the 
ultimate social significance of this ubiquitous 
cultural institution,” Pearlman says. 

For the past seven years, Pearlman 
has studied this visible culture of 
restaurants to better grasp the meaning of 
their designs, especially menus, websites, 
dress codes, composition of food on plates 

By Zoe Lance

if There’s an up-anD-Coming BanD in los 
Angeles, Ally Hasche knows all about it. 

But she doesn’t just know about it. She 
interviews band members, writes stories 
and publishes them in her own magazine. 
Centered on the art, music, film and food 
of LA, VIA Publication is a gateway to the 
city’s colorful cultural scene. In addition 
to being available online, the magazine, 
which Hasche co-founded in 2013, is sold in 
independent bookstores across the country, 
and at the Los Angeles County Museum of 
Art and the Museum of Contemporary Art 
gift shops.

Hasche exudes California cool: 
relaxed with a no-fuss style, but when she 
talks about her favorite musicians and the 
people she’s interviewed, her eyes light 
up. “There’s a lot of really cool stuff going 
on in LA that people need to pay attention 
to,” she says. 

Balancing student life by day and 
event coverage by night, Hasche works 
on the semiannual publication year-
round. She constantly scours the Internet 
and venues near her Echo Park apartment 
for new projects.

As a music editor, she’s in her 
element when rocking out with the 
internet public radio station Dublab and 
mingling with Creative Underground Los 
Angeles, an organization that promotes 
artistic collaboration.

“I look for smaller, local things that 
are happening and have longevity in print,” 
she says. We want them to be things that 
you can pick up in two years and still say, 
‘Wow, that’s cool.’” 

Hasche, a Northern California 
resident, came to Cal Poly Pomona to 
study art history. Soon after arriving, 

and even plates themselves. 
“Smart Casual” examines changes 

in the restaurant experience, especially 
a newfound openness to exhibition 
kitchens, tweaking of foods to make them 
appear more common and a relaxation of 
dress codes. 

This resulted, in part, from influential 
new consumers with different lifestyle 
demands as well as the changes to 
how restaurants are ranked and chefs 
recognized. Pearlman stresses that 
standards have been changing shape but 
not diminishing.

Published by the University of 
Chicago, “Smart Casual” also provides 
a recent history of the restaurant 
experience, starting from when maitre 
d’s played the most important role in 
restaurants around the 1950s to the 
increased interest in culinary excellence 
and the foodie culture of today. 

“Like art-world institutions, 
restaurants can be sharp definers of social 
hierarchy. We all know that restaurants 
can be exclusive: on the basis of financial 
capital (prices can prohibit); in terms of 
cultural capital (insufficient education in 
menus and manners can intimidate); and 
by social capital (not being well connected 
may keep one from the prized table or just 
getting through the door),” Pearlman says.

“Paradoxically, restaurants can 
also offer refuge from class constraints 
elsewhere in society. For socializing, the 
restaurant provides an alternative setting 
to the home. This can be equalizing. In 
the restaurant, all diners have servants. 
Other people worry about decorating 
the place and keeping it clean. There, as 
opposed to at home, we can be our most 
appealing social selves without fear of 
being upstaged by humbling truths about 
our circumstances.”

 Who would think midtown 
Manhattan an ideal place for 
transporting me back to nature? But 
[Chef April Bloomfield] had managed 
exactly that by enveloping my lamb 
burger in layers of aesthetically 
effective context. As I ate at the 

she and three friends led a donation 
campaign to launch VIA Publication 
(www.viapublication.com). 

“It was scary to start this magazine. 
I had just moved here, and we were all 
pretty new,” she says. “People were really 
supportive, and we were able to make 
more than our original goal.”

When dreaming up the title, they 
thought that it needed to express the 
magazine’s purpose as a translation of 
cultural information. 

“We look at ourselves as a type of 
navigation tool for people interested in LA 
music, art and food. We are documenting 
and archiving cultural LA content and 
creating a format in which that information 
can travel to our readers.”

Hasche hopes that with every page 
turn or click, the reader sees the vibrant 
side of her beloved city.  

 “People have this misconception 
that everyone who lives in LA is in the 

Breslin, I was literally surrounded by 
nose-to-tail reminders. The couple 
to my left ordered a house specialty 
of stuffed pig’s foot (for two) — a 
colossus of calf and hoof — and to 
my right stood the large, oval dining 
table reserved for whole-suckling-pig 
dinners. What’s more, a section of the 
menu was devoted to house-made 
terrines, delectable deposits for the 
sundry parts of an animal.

The presentation of my lamb 
burger was a form of pastoral poetry. 
The weighty thing wasn’t penned in, 
on a rimmed plate, but unbound, on 
a flat carving plank, like the free-
roaming animal it came from. The 
choice of wood was significant. A 
minimally processed material, it 
retains its link to nature. The ‘thrice 
cooked chips’ echoed the bucolic 
theme. They were thick, oak-colored, 
roughhewn, and piled loosely into 
a squat, parchment-lined, miniature 
metal pail. Glistening by the table’s 
lantern, the little bucket conjured 
visions of old farm tools near 
wheelbarrows and creeks in Romantic 
English landscape paintings.”
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LA WOMAN THOUGHT FOR FOOD

 The music scene in Los 
Angeles is vast and saturated. In 
the midst of this massive network, 
there is a pulsing support for local 
musicians. Bands are still forming 
in garages, playing in basements, 
recording in their bedrooms and 
eventually emerging from their humble 
beginnings. There is a foundation built 
for these musicians forming in LA. 
Whether we find them at house shows 
or crowded bars, we live in an active 
and accessible environment that is 
constantly generating new bands.”

VIA Publication “Smart Casual: The Transformation of Gourmet 
Restaurant Style in America”

film industry, but there is so much going 
on that’s really weird and off the beaten 
path,” she says. “You don’t have to look 
that hard for it. That’s why I wanted to 
start the magazine. I think it’s important 
that people know about those things.” 
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Sept.

22nd Annual Pumpkin Festival
October 18 & 19 from 8 a.m. to 5 p.m.
Usher in the fall at Cal Poly Pomona’s annual pumpkin festival. Enjoy 
a pancake breakfast at the Farm Store before perusing the pumpkin 
patch to pick the perfect pumpkin (say that five times fast!). The event, 
which takes place at the Farm Store, includes a petting zoo, horse 
rides, food stalls, live entertainment and game booths. Admission to 
the event is free, but prices for food and activities may vary.
www.csupomona.edu/~farmstore/pumpkin-festival.shtml

Farewell Reception
December 1 from 4 to 6 p.m.

The university community, 
alumni and neighbors are 
invited to bid farewell to 
President Michael Ortiz 
and his wife, Betty, and 
thank them for everything 
they have accomplished 
during their 11-year tenure. 
The reception at Kellogg 
West will begin with a brief 
video looking back at their 
time at Cal Poly Pomona 
and the impact they have 
had. The event will feature 
live entertainment and 
opportunities for photos.

CBA Alumni Chapter Angel Game
September 12 at 5 p.m.
Business alumni will gather for a mixer at the OC Sports Grill and then 
head over to Angel Stadium of Anaheim for the game at 7:05 p.m. 
For more information, call (909) 869-2963
alumni@csupomona.edu

‘The Tragedy of Julius Caesar’
September 13 - October 5
Saturdays at 8 p.m. and Sundays at 2 pm.
The Southern California Shakespeare Festival celebrates its 10th season 
with a performance of Shakespeare’s “Julius Caesar.” The performance will 
take place at the Studio Theatre. For more information, call (909) 869-3800.
www.southerncaliforniashakespearefestival.org

Sunday Horse Show 
First Sunday of the month at 
2 p.m., October through May
Come see the beautiful Arabian 
horses that Cal Poly Pomona is 
famous for. The shows at the 
W.K. Kellogg Arabian Horse 
Center were started by W.K. Kellogg in 1926.
www.wkkelloggarabianhorsecenter.com

The Collins College Wine, Food and 
Arts Tour of Italy
October 6-14
Alumni will spend a week in Italy attending cooking 
classes, visiting food markets, taking in the history and 
culture of the region, and more. For more information, call 
(909) 869-2963.
alumni@csupomona.edu

Resumaniac
October 7 from 11 a.m. to 4 p.m.
Students from all majors are invited to the Career Center 
to have their resume vetted by employers. Alumni are 
invited, but they must pre-register. For more information, 
call (909) 869-2342.

ASI Alumni Event
October 8 from 6 to 8 p.m.
Visit with old friends and make some new ones while 
getting an exclusive tour of the new Bronco Recreation 
and Intramural Complex. For more information, call 
(909) 869-2963.
alumni@csupomona.edu

Fall Career Fair
October 16 from 10:30 a.m. to 2:30 p.m.
Employers will visit campus to talk to, and potentially hire, 
students and alumni. The event takes place in the Quad.
For more information, call (909) 869-2342

Matthew Myers 5K Run/Walk
October 18 at 8 a.m.
Proceeds from this scenic 5K go to student scholarships. Runners and 
walkers of all ages are welcome. The event starts at the W.K. Kellogg 
Arabian Horse Center.
http://mattsrun.csupomona.edu/

Insect Fair
October 18 & 19 
from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m.
Whether you’re looking to conquer a phobia or add to a collection, over 
half a million live and preserved insects will be visible at the annual 
Insect Fair at the Bronco Student Center.
www.csupomona.edu/~farmstore/Insect-Fair.shtml

Engineering Distinguished Lecture
November 18 from 4 to 6 p.m.
The Distinguished Lecture Series was established to broaden the 
educational experience of Cal Poly Pomona students, faculty and staff. It 
will take place in the Bronco Student Center, Ursa Major.

Oct.

C A L E N D A Rand leaders who broke down the barriers of 
segregation and discrimination. We want to 
show this with women as well. We’ve published 
photos of more than 70 softball teams between 
the 1930s and ’50s to highlight that they were 
involved in political life.”

Santillán, who grew up watching the 
Dodgers play at the Coliseum, became active in 
the Chicano movement in the late 1960s while 
studying at Cal State Los Angeles and began 
his career at Cal Poly Pomona in 1980 teaching 
ethnic and women’s studies. For him, the baseball 
research has been a joy and a journey with a few 
surprises along the way. Among his findings is the 
probability that baseball was not simply something 
that new immigrants picked up, but that many 
brought the sport with them from Mexico, where 
their ancestors had played since shortly after 
the war with the United States in the 1840s. He 
also discovered that Mexican American baseball 
created networks from throughout California, the 
Southwest and the Midwest.

“I’ve learned so much about Mexican 
American history by looking at baseball,” 
Santillán says. “It has challenged many of the 
sacred cows we believed in.”

The next book in the series will be “Mexican 
American Baseball in the Pomona Valley.” The 
University Library is hosting a related exhibit 
through Sept. 14. Here is an excerpt:

 Mexican Americans worked 
largely in the packinghouses, railroads, and 
in the citrus fields.

Like their counterparts throughout 
California and the nation, they quickly 
established a complexly detailed set of 
organizations that promoted civil, cultural, 
and political rights. Moreover, they created 
sports networks at the local, state, and 
national levels. Nearly every community, 
small or large, had baseball teams 
representing it. … Moreover, teams traveled 
to nearby communities, crisscrossed county 
lines, traversed within their respective 
state borders, across state lines, and 
ventured into Mexico. … It must have been 
an incredible sight to see dozens of cars 
and trucks carrying players and their fans 
to out-of-town games. As they approached 
their destinations, the cars honked their 
horns, signaling their arrival. With sports, 
interlinked communities built a stronger 
sense of pride and cultural unity and a 
common destiny.”

COVER STORY (cont. from page 13)

Nov.

The Summer Read continues on page 14.
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What It Takes to 
Get Ahead
By Kimberly Lee

Commencement is a time to 
celebrate what can feel like the end of 
an education marathon, but for many graduates there is little time 
to savor the moment before the next race — the job hunt — begins. 

In a competitive market, it’s not just success in the classroom 
or an internship that distinguishes the successful candidate. Just 
ask 2012 graduate Valeria Ramirez. 

Ramirez credits the quick start to her career as an industrial 
engineer at King’s Hawaiian to her involvement and experience at Cal 
Poly Pomona, where she honed her confidence and leadership skills.

“Engineers have a reputation for not being the most personable 
or comfortable in group or team settings,” Ramirez says. “Being able 
to develop these skills was definitely a huge plus.”

Ramirez not only attended networking events 
as a member of the Institute of Industrial Engineers 
and the Society of Hispanics in Science and 
Engineering, but also served as a BroncoStampede 
Ambassador. Her duties included speaking to 
high school students and visiting with alumni and 
friends of the university at events.

Striking up a conversation with a stranger was 
not always easy.

“I’m really shy at first,” Ramirez says. "After 
I interacted with more people with different 
personalities, I began to get better at carrying on 
conversations.”

Those communication skills were essential 
at King’s Hawaiian, where Ramirez led a team 
whose responsibilities included identifying ways to 
increase productivity and efficiency on the factory 
floor. In June, she accepted a position at Naked 
Juice with more of a management role.

Ramirez enjoys returning to campus to 
encourage prospective students to pursue higher 
education, and she understands the obstacles that 
some face.

She credits her success to her mentors: 
President Michael Ortiz and Janeth Rodriguez, the 
assistant director of alumni affairs.

“I don’t think I would have made it all the way 
through college without them,” Ramirez says.

She is paying her gratitude forward by sharing 
her experience with prospective students.

“It’s my way of letting them know that no matter 
how hard things are now or how much harder they will 
get, the work will pay off. The struggles and successes 
they have now will be rewarded in due time.”

Tireless Pursuit of a Dream
By Carly Owens

he’s Been asi aTTorney general … involveD in 18 Business CluBs … Chair 
of an entrepreneurship group … a commencement volunteer… a double 
major while holding two jobs.

Johndaniel Morales calls himself an addict to being involved. 
“A lot of people ask when I study,” he says. “It’s usually when 

they’re sleeping.”
After receiving his degree in international business and marketing at 

commencement in June, he is taking the first steps toward his new life, with 
a job as a marketing brand analyst for Safeway Corp. in Pleasanton, Calif. 

Morales is moving out of Southern California for the first time and is 
enthusiastic about his new beginning.

“I told the interviewer honestly that the job was the only position that 
I wanted to do in life.”

With a resume boasting multiple positions on campus, including 
vice president of information for the United Business Student Senate, 
ASI attorney general and competition chair of the entrepreneurship club 
Enactus, Morales knew that being engaged was the key to his success. 

“If you like to be involved and like to make a difference, it will never 
be easier than on a college campus, especially at Cal Poly Pomona.”

Of all the clubs he’s joined, he says Enactus stands out. 
“Enactus creates an annual report that measures the impact of 

their projects,” Morales says. “I had never seen that in a club before — 
actually trying to measure their impact afterward.”

Morales kept his GPA above a 3.0, but he understands that in today’s 
market, it’s more than just the GPA. His work in ASI allowed him to learn 
from President Christine Hall and administrative assistant Vicki Jackson. 

“Christine is so dedicated, she’s really amazing,” he says. “Vicki gives 
a lot of students guidance. She doesn’t tell you what to do, but she helps 
you figure it out yourself.”

Morales says he has simple yet important advice for students: Show 
up and make a difference.

“I believe in two things: collaboration and working for a cause bigger 
than yourself. Volunteering and being involved are the simplest ways to 
do this. It’s a simple decision, because it makes college fun and gives you 
experience, and you make friends.”

By Emily Velasco

muCh of moDern souThern California Can Be TraCeD To a miD-CenTury Boom in The aerospaCe 
and defense industries. Manufacturing plants sprouted across the region practically 
overnight, replacing an avocado and citrus-driven economy with a tech-based one that 
supported millions of middle-class jobs.

But Southern California’s luster faded. Manufacturers left the region, seeking out cheap 
land, inexpensive labor and lower taxes elsewhere. In a little over 20 years, the number of 
people employed by LA County’s aerospace and defense industries plummeted by 70 percent. 

Now a consortium of 40 local governments, colleges, universities and nonprofits — 
Cal Poly Pomona among them — is working to reverse that trend. And it’s received a huge 
boost from the federal government, which is encouraging such efforts across the country 
with up to $1.3 billion in grant funding.

“AMP SoCal represents a tremendous opportunity for Cal Poly Pomona to help 
shape the future of Southern California,” says University President Michael Ortiz. “This 
partnership will allow our talented faculty and students to work alongside some of the 
best and brightest from around the region.”

The consortium Cal Poly Pomona belongs to, the Advanced Manufacturing Partnership 
of Southern California (AMP SoCal), spans LA, Orange, Ventura and San Diego counties. 
It was recently named one of 12 regional organizations from across the country that will 
participate in the U.S. Commerce Department’s Investing in Manufacturing Communities 
Partnership initiative. 

“AMP SoCal is the response to President Obama’s call to become globally competitive 
as a nation,” says Behnam Bahr, associate engineering dean for research and graduate 
studies. “The goal is to enable innovation, secure the talent pipeline and improve the 
business climate for the country.”

Bahr heads the committee that represents Cal Poly Pomona in AMP SoCal. He says 
as a whole, the partnership will focus on three areas: maritime engineering, aerospace 
engineering and cybersecurity. The university can focus more specifically on manufacturing, 
unmanned aerial vehicles, supply chain 
management, port infrastructure, and 
transportation safety and logistics. 

Marie Talnack, director of Cal Poly 
Pomona’s Technology Transfer & Industry 
Clinic Office, says AMP SoCal intends 
to address the region’s skills gap, an 
impediment to growth. 

“How are we going to get good 
manufacturing jobs in this country if 
we have a retiring workforce and young 
people aren’t going into manufacturing?”

Many major aerospace and defense 
corporations have already left or are 
in the process of leaving Southern 
California, but Talnack says there are 
plenty of component manufacturers that 
still call the region home. They’re the 
ones that AMP SoCal seeks to help.

“The role that industry plays in this 

is to inform educational institutions about 
what they need their workers to be trained 
in,” Talnack says. “We as educational 
institutions need to listen to that.”

For faculty, the partnership means 
that they will be given preferential 
consideration when they apply for federal 
grants in those areas.

Meanwhile, students will see 
the development of new curricula that 
emphasize skills more closely aligned 
with the needs of industry. They will 
also see additional opportunities to get 
professional certifications in their fields. 

“Most importantly, the benefit will 
be for our students as funds become 
available,” Bahr says. “It translates to 
student support and funded research, and 
thus our future engineers will be even more 
globally competitive than they already are 
when they enter the workforce.”

Talnack says that won’t be much of a 
stretch for the university, with its learn-by-
doing, polytechnic emphasis. 

“We’re doing here exactly what the 
federal government was asking to be 
done,” she says. “It’s what we do.”

ALUMNI SPOTLIGHT
Cal Poly Pomona is part of a major endeavor to 

revitalize Southern California’s manufacturing base.
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Launching a major fundraising campaign in the depths of a recession required 
a deep belief in the transformative power of a Cal Poly Pomona education. 

Exceeding our goal of raising $150 million required an 
unwavering commitment to that belief. 

I am deeply thankful to everyone involved in achieving this milestone.

University President J. Michael Ortiz
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