
PolyTrends  |  winter  |  spring  |  2012           5

M A G A Z I N E

PolyTrends
summer  | fall |  2012

I N S I D E
8 

Environmental biology program combines 
scientific rigor with socio-political understanding 

20
This class of 2012 graduate worked full time 

on the graveyard shift to pay for college
24 

Three-time Olympian Una Morris-Chong 
tells of her life-changing promise kept

Campus icon, historian and raconteur 
Ron SimonS says goodbye after 50 years



On the cOver: David Evans is an Army ROTC cadet and a senior majoring in 
technology and operations management in the College of Business Administration.

4 PolyTrends  |  winter  |  spring  |  2010 

tAblE of CoNtENtS
Vol. 22, No. 2

PolyTrends M A G A Z I N E
|  summer  |  fall  |  2012 

 Dr. J. Michael ortiz
President, Cal Poly Pomona
Scott C. Warrington
Vice President for University Advancement
Dr. Ronald H. fremont
Associate Vice President for University Relations     
offICE of PUblIC AffAIRS, 
UNIVERSItY ADVANCEMENt
Editor Uyen Mai
Graphic Designer Ani Markarian
Photographer tom Zasadzinski
News Editor Esther Chou tanaka
Story Editor tim lynch
Contributors Charlina Allen, Abigail Inman, 
Zoe lance, tony Marraccino, Una Morris, 
Elaine Regus
Website Michelle Magadia
Distribution and Support tambra Williams

PUblIC AffAIRS (909) 869-3342
publicaffairs@csupomona.edu
AlUMNI AffAIRS (909) 869-2963
cpalumni@csupomona.edu
UNIVERSItY DEVEloPMENt (909) 869-4996
support@csupomona.edu

PolyTrends is published by California State Polytechnic University, 
Pomona and is distributed to friends of the university. Opinions 
expressed in PolyTrends do not necessarily represent the views of the 
university. Letters should be sent to: PolyTrends Editor, Office of Public 
Affairs, Cal Poly Pomona, 3801 W. Temple Ave., Pomona, CA 91768.

www.csupomona.edu
Not printed at state expense / Printed on recycled paper

Feature StorieS

8
A Change is Gonna Come 
Environmental biology program combines 
scientific rigor with socio-political understanding

14
In a Class of His Own 
Campus icon, historian and raconteur Ron Simons 
says goodbye after 50 years

24
Olympics Then and Now 
An alumna reflects on past Olympics while a 
current student aims to make history 

DepartmeNtS

2
University News 
Recent achievements throughout campus 

12
Advancing the University
Professor emeritus remains an active influence in biology

18
Events Calendar
Campus events from July through October

20
Class of 2012 Spotlight 
Melissa Stevens worked the graveyard shift to pay for college

22
Campus Perspective
In his words, Tony Marraccino explains why he and his wife choose to give

26
Alumni Spotlight
Jonathan Farrar (’78) begins a new post as ambassador to Panama

28
Campaign Update 
Fundraising campaign surpasses $100 million milestone

As part of its commitment to green printing, 
PolyTrends is printed on FSC®-certified paper. The Forest 
Stewardship Council™ (FSC) promotes environmentally 
appropriate, socially beneficial and economically 
viable management of the world’s forests.



PolyTrends  |  winter  |  spring  |  2012           52     polytrends  |  summer  |  fall  |  2012 polytrends  |  summer  |  fall  |  2012         3

newsUNIVERSItY
news

PhOtOs by Tom Zasadzinski
stOries by Zoe Lance, Tim Lynch, Esther Chou Tanaka

Arabian Horse Center 
Welcomes New Foals
For students and staFF at the W.K. 
Kellogg Arabian Horse Center, spring 
brings an exciting event: the birth of a 
new generation of the famous Kellogg 
Arabian foals.

During this foaling season, eight fillies 
and three colts were joyfully welcomed 
by a devoted group of students in the Foal 
Watch program. About 90 students helped 
mares through pregnancy and introduced 
the new foals to the world. 

The best part of Foal Watch, says 
animal science student Cileah Kretsch, is 
watching her foal grow and develop. She 
and three team members cared for CP 
Spellbound, who gave birth to filly Circe 
on Feb. 18. (Watch a video about Circe at 
bit.ly/circe2012.)

“Seeing [Circe] grow up, I feel like 
she’s a part of all of us because it’s 
something we’ll always have on campus 
that we helped with, like choosing her 
name, taking care of her, being there,” 
Kretsch says. “She used to freak out 
whenever we would go in the stall because 
she didn’t know what we were or who we 
were. But now as we come in more, she’ll 
come up to us and play with us. It’s nice to 
see her get used to people.”

Foal Watch students also have the 
privilege of choosing the foal’s barn name, 
or nickname. Katie Lucot, an animal 
science senior, says her team wanted to 

stay within the witch tradition as they brainstormed 
names for Spellbound’s foal. The group agreed 
on Circe (pronounced SIR-see), a witch and minor 
goddess in Greek mythology who transformed 
Odysseus’ men into pigs.

“We didn’t want anything to be cheesy 
because when this horse shows one day, you have 
to be proud to say this horse is stepping into an 
arena with the Kellogg name behind it,” Lucot says. 

A Celebration of Diversity and Unity
at the annual unity luncheon in april, president emeritus 
Bob Suzuki concluded his keynote speech with an important 
reminder that the effort to achieve cultural diversity and 
unity is “easier said than done.”

Suzuki, in his first formal appearance on campus since 
his retirement in 2003, received a warm welcome at the 
luncheon in April. He lauded Cal Poly Pomona for instituting 
programs and policies to promote diversity in ways that are 
inclusive, and he cited the university as a national leader in 
such efforts.

“Cal Poly Pomona’s institutional identity as a university that 
values both diversity and unity ... means that we respect differences 
among people and don’t stereotype people based on their race, ethnicity, 
gender, sexual orientation or disability.”

The Unity Luncheon, established early in Suzuki’s presidency, marked its 20th 
anniversary with an array of entertainment, recognition of “diversity champions” 
on campus, and a buffet luncheon from Panda Express. The theme for the event, 
hosted by the Asian Pacific Faculty, Staff & Student Association, was “Framing Your 
Identity,” highlighting the fact that people cannot be compartmentalized into specific, 
stereotypical categories.

Early in his presidency, Suzuki made it a priority to improve the academic and 
student life experience of historically underrepresented groups on campus. One result 
was the establishment of the cultural centers.

“It’s fitting that Dr. Suzuki be the keynote speaker on the 20th anniversary of 
the luncheon, which started on his watch,” says Dean of Students Rebecca Gutierrez 
Keeton. “He is a longtime proponent and supporter of diversity, identity development 
and social justice issues. He understood the important role cultural centers play on a 
university campus.”

Cal Poly Pomona, 
Meet Brian Jersky

this summer, the campus 
community welcomes brian Jersky as 
the dean of the college of science.

“We are very fortunate to have 
brian Jersky join the university,” says 
Provost Marten denboer. “A proven 
leader and an exceptional scholar, brian 
should continue the strong work of his 
predecessors in advancing teaching and 
research in the college of science.”

As former dean of the school 
of science at st. Mary’s college of 
california from 2006 to 2010, Jersky 
made connections with businesses, 
alumni and supporters, and helped 
to increase private funding and 
grants for faculty. he also led the 
school in a successful strategic 
planning exercise, which in part led 
to a new interdisciplinary program in 
biochemistry. Family matters in 2010 
drew him to sydney, Australia, where 
he was appointed continuing (tenured) 
faculty at Macquarie University.

Jersky has also taught at sonoma 
state University and held several 
positions at the university. he had a joint 
appointment as an adjunct full professor 
at Uc san Francisco, where he taught 
biostatistics to pharmacy doctoral 
students and incoming clinical faculty.

“this is a great day for me and my 
family, and i am honored to return to my 
csU roots,” Jersky says. “throughout 
my interview, it was clear that cal Poly 
Pomona enjoys a cadre of bright and 
passionate faculty, staff and students. 
this is a campus that truly embraces 
learning by doing.”

 Two-week old Nestle and her mother CP 
Jasmine frolic in a pasture at AGRIscapes.
.

University President 
Emeritus Bob Suzuki

Touzan Taiko drummers 
perform at the 20th anniversary  
Unity Luncheon.

Get to know Circe, a filly born Feb. 18, 
in this video at bit.ly/circe2012 or scan 
the QR code with your smartphone.

 Carly, a week old, 
tentatively exits her stall at 

the W.K. Kellogg Arabian 
Horse Center with her 

mother CP Brittney Bey
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Student Actors to Perform Shakespeare’s ‘Tempest’
the southern caliFornia shaKespeare Festival Will KicK oFF its eighth season by presenting 
“The Tempest,” a play infused with themes of betrayal, forgiveness, romance and magic.

The summer theatre festival will bring together eight student performers, three alumni 
and one professional from the Actor’s Equity Association, as well as a team of student 
designers and managers. Opening night is Saturday, Sept. 8, at 8 p.m. in the Studio Theatre. 

“‘The Tempest’ has great comedy, great heart. One of the central themes is forgiveness,” 
says guest director Sam Robinson, whose career includes performances in two versions and 
direction in three iterations. “The characters are so rich. There’s magic in this play.”

A prime opportunity for students to work alongside professionals, the Shakespeare Festival 
has a shorter rehearsal timeline than regular campus productions and a longer performance 
schedule. The experience gives students a taste of professional theatre productions. 

Robinson, who has worked extensively in community and multicultural theatre, says he is 
excited to again work with Cal Poly Pomona students because of their energy and enthusiasm. 

“The diversity of shows produced here on campus really produces artists who take risks 
and generally have fun on stage, whether it’s a drama or a comedy,” he says. “The joy of 
performing is really important.”

Stem Cell Initiative 
Receives Additional $1.5 Million Award 

cal poly pomona has received a three-year, $1.5 million grant reneWal For stem cell 
education and research from the California Institute for Regenerative Medicine (CIRM). 
Building upon a previous $1.5 million grant, the award will increase opportunities for both 
science and non-science majors to learn about stem cells in their coursework, and will 
also continue to offer intensive research internship experiences for highly qualified biology 
students.

“CIRM is on the cutting edge of research. This grant is really going to continue to 
grow biotechnology at Cal Poly Pomona,” says Professor Jill Adler-Moore, who directs the 
Bridges to Stem Cell Research Training Program.

CIRM, a state agency established by Prop 71 in 2004, furthers stem cell research 
and research facilities through grants and loans to California universities and research 
institutions. The biomedical research focuses on developing diagnostics and therapies that 

will lead to life-saving medical treatments.
The CIRM grant is a partnership 

between Cal Poly Pomona and Cal State 
Los Angeles. Each campus selects five 
students a year for CIRM internships 
while developing stem cell curriculum 
and promoting cross-campus faculty and 
student interactions.

At Cal Poly Pomona, stem cell 
biologist Professor Ansel Zhao has 
developed two stem cell courses, one 
for upper-division students and one for 
graduate students. In addition, the grant 
has supported the development of stem 
cell-relevant curriculum in general biology 
courses for both science and non-science 
majors. It has also funded a seminar 
series of CIRM researchers from across 
California who discuss their research 
with faculty and students at both Cal Poly 
Pomona and Cal State L.A.

University Recognized for 
Outstanding Community Service

For its dedicated civil engagement in neighboring communities, 
cal Poly Pomona has been named to the President’s higher education 
community service honor roll.

the federal corporation for national and community service, 
which oversees the honor roll, assesses not only the total number 
of service hours, but also the outcome of the volunteer efforts. the 
university community logged more than 400,000 service hours last 
academic year on numerous projects. three campus-community 
projects also helped the university earn the honor roll recognition: 
the design of a new bicycle path in Pomona, the annual Pomona 
beautification Day, and music education.

“One of our core values is that graduates become 
model leaders who take an active role as citizens in 
a diverse, multicultural environment,” says christina 
Gonzalez-salgado, the university’s civic engagement 
coordinator. “it speaks to the quality of our university 
culture and community members, who not only 
abundantly give of their time but make a difference.”

students and faculty in an urban and regional 
planning class assessed demand for bicycle 
infrastructure around parts of downtown Pomona. Last 
spring, all of the Greek sororities and fraternities on 
campus took part in Pomona’s annual beautification 
Day, which included lawn work for elderly residents, 
trash and graffiti removal, and the restoration of 
dilapidated houses. senior-level undergraduate music 
students coordinated three education projects for 
schools and for the boys and Girls club of Pomona.

“everyone benefits from community partnerships, 
including our students,” Gonzalez-salgado says. 
“these three projects are among the many that have 
touched lives.”

Biology master’s student and City 
of Hope intern Kenna Schnarr 
studies how neural stem cells may 
be used to treat breast cancer.
 

The annual Robot Rally is the culmination of weeks of 
robotics education for local children, who are taught in 
part by Cal Poly Pomona faculty and students.

Pumpkin Festival Marks 
20 Years of Family Fun
noW in its 20th year, cal poly pomona’s 
annual Pumpkin Festival has become a 
tradition for the community to usher in the 
fall season. The free, family friendly event 
will take place Saturday and Sunday, Oct. 
20 and 21, from 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. at the 
Farm Store at Kellogg Ranch.

The grassy field in front of the Farm 
Store will boast about 70,000 locally grown pumpkins to 
choose from. All pumpkins in the field will be $5. Inside 
the store, a wide variety of pumpkins and squashes will be 
available, from pie pumpkins to minis.

“It’s a great family fun day and pretty inexpensive,” 
says Dawn Taccone, the Farm Store manager. “We plan to 
have tons of events like a corn maze, petting zoo, tractors 
to climb, face painting, a book fair, food vendors. We’ll 
have it all.”

A pancake breakfast for a small fee will be held 
Saturday morning from 8 to 11 to kick off the festivities.

Proceeds benefit the College of Agriculture.
Details may change during planning for the festival 

this summer. For more information, visit the Farm Store 
website at www.csupomona.edu/~farmstore or call 
(909) 869-4906.
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Tuxedo Air Prepares for Takeoff
For the 2013 rose parade, the cal poly universities’ annual Float Will add another 
creative concept to their history: flying penguins.

“We wanted a main focal image that was cute, fun and creative,” says Jackie 
Sorensen, design chair for the Rose Float Committee. “Penguins come across as cute and 
adorable. This will be the third float in our history with penguins.”

The winning concept sketch, titled “Tuxedo Air,” features a long runway with a 
penguin wearing aviator goggles, strapped to a set of aircraft wings and preparing for 
takeoff. At one side, a few penguins are getting a lesson on the principles of flight. 
Submitted by a San Luis Obispo student, the idea was chosen from 128 entries in the 
campus’ annual concept contest.

In early May, rose floaters from both campuses came together to finalize the 
design, proportions, decorations and construction process, as well as produce a full-color 
rendering. Construction will take place on both campuses through mid-October, when half 
of the float travels from San Luis Obispo to Pomona.

From early- to mid-December, it’s crunch time at the Rose Float lab. During Design 
Week, which begins as soon as finals end, students work tirelessly to finish construction, 

news
It’s New and Ancient                               
at the Same Time
miKe broWn is assembling a time machine, but don’t go 
looking for a high-tech marvel. His device is made of rock 
slabs, boulders, vegetation and a pond, and it’s designed 
to take visitors back 200 million years. The open space just 
off University Drive between buildings 2 and 3 is being 
converted to the Mesozoic Learning Center — a place to 
relax, study and, most important, discover what life was 
like in the time of dinosaurs.

 “It’s important that we have opportunities to make 
connections with nature,” says Brown, curator of Rain 
Bird BioTrek. “One of the hardest things for students to 
do is visualize organisms and environments from different 
periods of geologic time.”

 The center, made possible by private donations and 
2011 graduates’ class gift, will provide ample opportunity 
for visualization. Already in place is a gathering circle 
of majestic sandstone, as well as strategically placed 
boulders that serve as natural seating. A dry stream lined 
with stones will connect to a pond filled with water lilies, 
and ferns and cycads will be abundant.

 Perhaps most impressive are the trees that will line 
the perimeter: coast redwood, bald cypress and the once-
thought-extinct and now endangered Wollemi Pine. Two 
conifers already have a head start, having been planted 
from seed years ago when greenhouses dominated the 
property. Visitors are welcome, but the scenery will change 
as more features are added.

 “This is very much a work in progress,” Brown says. 
“It’s going to take some time because it’s a volunteer effort.”

 Two landscape architecture students are helping 
Brown and other faculty shape the learning center. When 
it is finished, the campus community will have a chance to 
think about the future as well as the past.

 “To be environmentally literate, we must understand our 
sources of energy and how we can best plan for our future 
energy needs,” Brown says. “Most of the fossil fuels we use 
today were formed in the era just previous to the Mesozoic, 
with some formed during the Mesozoic, which lends itself to a 
discussion of where our energy comes from.”

 “Learning about the Earth’s past can help us 
understand our future.”

 

Cyber Defense Education 
Boosted by Corporate Gifts 

thanks to a gift from some local and national companies, 
technology-focused students will learn yet another innovative 
skill: cyber defense.

southern california edison, World Wide technology and 
cisco bestowed a gift of nearly $350,000 to establish the sce 
virtual information Assurance Laboratory. the facility, coupled 
with a classroom in the new college of business Administration 
complex, will significantly expand cyber security education and 
collaboration with academic and industry partners. 

the sce virtual information Assurance Laboratory 
will provide students and faculty with hands-on access to 
cutting-edge virtualization technology. the lab will have high-
bandwidth connectivity worldwide, with servers located in a 
secured data center on campus and maintained ‘round the clock 
by it professionals.   

“As technology advances, so do our risk areas, which is 
why it is critical to educate the next generation of cyber security 
professionals. the challenge is to prepare students to anticipate 
threats and to solve problems that don’t exist today,” says 
Mahvash yazdi, senior vice president for information technology 
and business integration and ciO at southern california edison.

  the lab also serves as the virtual stadium and proving 
ground for the nation’s newest sport. the national cyber League, 
which began play in April with seed money provided by the 
national science Foundation, gives students a chance to hone 
their cyber security skills though individual and team exercises. 

the gift makes good business sense for southern california 
edison as well as higher education, says yazdi, who graduated 
from cal Poly Pomona in 1974 with a degree in business 
administration.

  “by investing in higher education, we are fostering the 
academic success of our future workforce,” she says. “this 
is very important to sce, which is why we focus on science, 
technology, engineering, arts and math, all of which build a 
foundation of student empowerment and innovation.”

plastering, painting and character 
details. The float also must pass tests by 
Tournament of Roses officials to prove that 
it can safely travel the 5½-mile parade 
route. Between Christmas and New Year’s 
Day, thousands of students and volunteers 
will prepare the float for its worldwide 
debut, covering it with flowers, seeds, grass 
and other natural materials.

Tuxedo Air will be the 65th 
collaborative entry by Cal Poly Pomona and 
Cal Poly San Luis Obispo, a tradition that 
started in 1949. Students are hoping the 
humorous scene and cute animals will be 
an instant hit with parade audiences and 
judges, garnering another trophy for the 
universities. 

CIS Professor Dan Manson and network 
analyst James Schneider are building the SCE 
Virtual Information Assurance Laboratory, 
which will expand cyber security education.
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                     is Gonna Come
A Ch ange

by esther chou tanaka

For a learning exercise, biology proFessor Jayson smith 
asked his students to adopt a behavior for a week that 
would benefit the environment. Most students became 
vegetarians, and others gave up driving alone to walk or 
carpool. One student made cleaning products using natural 
materials. A few cut down on shower times to conserve 
water, while one person took the additional step of 
forgoing showers entirely.

Environmental biology program 

combines scientific rigor with

 socio-political understanding

At the end of the week, Smith roughly calculated that in a three-day period, the 
75 students in the environment and society class saved 225,000 gallons of water, 2,700 
pounds in carbon dioxide emissions and about 150 gallons of gas. 

“It was a really cool way to communicate that, for very little sacrifice and for very 
little time, we saved this much water and this much gas,” Smith says.

However, “green” choices are not always clearly distinguished as good or bad, Smith 
says. The exercise paved the way for class discussions about “going green” as well as 
more serious environmental concerns.

“There are a lot of unknowns in environmental biology that need to be critically 
evaluated. There’s a lot of misinformation that needs to be sorted through,” Smith says. “I 
really push the students to read both sides and understand both sides and tease out the truth 
or the best-known truth.”

The complex issues of climate change, pollution, biodiversity, and water supply and 
quality are simply that — complex. They require scientists for analysis and to be part of 
the solution-finding effort. 

Cal Poly Pomona’s environmental biology major, a program created in 2003 within the 
Department of Biological Sciences, takes a serious scientific approach while incorporating 
interdisciplinary subjects such as political science, urban and regional planning, agriculture 

and geographic information systems (GIS). 
One of the fastest-growing disciplines on 
campus, it started with 17 majors in 2005, 
then grew to 62 students in 2010 and now 
has more than 150.

Several emeriti faculty deserve credit 
for bringing the major into existence, 
says Sepehr Eskandari, biology professor 
and department chair. “Their vision, hard 
work and intimate knowledge of the 
discipline led to a program that provides 
scientific rigor while at the same time 
allowing students to get a broad training 
in environmental issues.”

To differentiate the new major 
from environmental studies at other 
universities, Cal Poly Pomona faculty were 
mindful to establish a scientific focus. 

“For a while, there were a lot of 
programs in environmental studies that 
didn’t necessarily have a scientific focus,” 
says Professor Joan Leong. “Out of that 
movement of environmentalism, there’s 

“There are a lot of unknowns in environmental biology 

that need to be critically evaluated. There’s a lot of 

misinformation that needs to be sorted through.” 

Professor Jayson Smith

 Biology Professor Jayson Smith researches 
the impact of invasive seaweed on the 

California coastline.

 Environmental biology major Monica 
Santander sequences the DNA of sea slugs 
to learn more of their biodiversity.
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been a trend to integrate the science into it. Now, we’re 
looking at how to solve these problems in a scientific 
manner and how science can contribute.”

“These are biologists who are interested in broader 
issues,” adds Professor Ángel Valdés, an expert in 
evolutionary biology.

The environmental biology program covers three 
major areas: conservation biology; ecosystem ecology 
and management; and environmental microbiology and 
biotechnology. In addition to receiving a strong foundation 
of chemistry, physics and math, students are expected to 
get their hands dirty in the field, whether it’s at the Rain 
Bird BioTrek, the Voorhis Ecological Reserve, or Southern 
California’s beaches, mountains and deserts. (However, 
the department has scaled back the number of field 
courses and trips in recent years because of budget cuts.) 
In fact, one of the degree requirements is completing an 
internship or a research project. Faculty say that it’s good 
practice in learning how to design and conduct a scientific 
study, ask good questions, and analyze and interpret data. 
The experience also deepens students’ understanding of 
science and the many other factors involved.

“There is no substitute for having students go through 
these processes themselves in their own research projects 
or in lab research projects,” says Professor Erin Questad, 
who specializes in plant diversity, invasive species and 
ecological restoration. “This is important for all areas of 
science, but it is really important for environmental biology 
because many of our studies occur in the field and it is 
difficult to have large classes do intensive field work.

Asia, have been purposely and accidentally brought into California, many 
of which have displaced the native species.”

One of those future policy-shapers may be Monica Santander, a 
fourth-year environmental biology student who is also pursuing a minor 
in political science. Part of her interests lie in a research lab, where she 
sequences the DNA of sea slugs to understand their biodiversity, as well 
as their response to climate change. At the same time, she’s considering 
a career in environmental management to help with conservation and 
management efforts. 

Santander, who grew up in Pomona, says the environmental biology 
program provides a comprehensive approach that lays a foundation in pure 
science without ignoring the social and political ramifications.

“You’re taking courses for not just the technical facts, but you are 
also taking courses that make you critically think about issues in a social, 
political, economic and ethical light. You have to understand the impact 
that any decisions can make on all people in society,” she says. “We 
aren’t isolated from the technical, and the technical isn’t isolated from the 
political and social. The two really need to be integrated. In class, we are 
writing, reading, debating, problem-solving, researching and presenting — 
and constantly challenging ourselves in these political and social realms.”

Smith sees environmental scientists helping to lead the charge in 
improving government regulations, finding more sustainable resources 
and showing people how to live a more sustainable lifestyle. With an 
interdisciplinary background, graduates will be able to research the 
science, interpret the results and help create good management and 
policies. In order to create positive change, scientists also need to 
effectively communicate their findings and recommendations, and their 
importance to people outside of their field such as elected officials, 
developers, businesspeople, civic leaders, philanthropists and journalists.

“Changes need to be made in our current structure. We need to start 
looking at more sustainable living, more sustainable resources. There’s 
a need for a lot of innovation in order for that to happen,” Smith says. 
“Giving students the basis for creating that innovation to solve some of 
those environmental problems is so important now. It’s good timing now. I 
see a lot of future jobs and careers in this field.”

“Scientific rigor is also important when our studies may affect 
policy or management decisions, so students should be aware of which 
aspects are important for a solid scientific study.”

Every Tuesday, Questad and student volunteers collect data from her 
experiment at the South Coast Research and Extension Center in Irvine. It’s 
a study of atmospheric nitrogen deposition and invasive grasses, and their 
effect on fire risk. Questad is also working on a $1.4 million grant from the 
Department of Defense to develop a software model that will identify suitable 
habitats in Hawaii and Southern California to reintroduce endangered plants.

“Environmental issues and problems are really coming to the forefront 
for a lot of people,” Questad says. “The students I’ve worked with are 
concerned about their environmental future. They’re seeing problems in 
their everyday lives from pollution, fires and invasive species.”

Certainly, some credit for the growing awareness can be attributed 
to the media, such as Al Gore’s documentary “An Inconvenient Truth.” 
This generation of students has also grown up with hybrid cars, compact 
fluorescent lightbulbs, reusable water bottles, and the term “Go Green” truly 
means something to them. Faculty members say that younger students are 
generally more open to or at least are more aware of environmental issues, 
and many have an emotional connection to solving those problems. 

“I was originally a marine biology major at San Diego State University,” 
says Maricris dela Rosa, a senior who is interested in working as a field 
biologist or an environmental consultant at an engineering firm. “I kept 
hearing about environmental problems and how many animals that I wanted 
to study were being threatened. I wanted to make a difference rather than 
studying an animal and just seeing its habitat be destroyed.”

Gabriel Horowitz, a junior, switched from general biology to 
environmental biology in his sophomore year after discovering his passion 
for ecology and his desire to prevent more problems.

“In this day and age, it’s becoming more apparent that our 

environment’s health is threatened by the unsustainable 
practices of people,” says Horowitz, who hopes to work for 
a consulting firm that monitors the well-being of California 
ecosystems. “This has sparked public demand for 
professionals who can properly manage our environment 
and help protect it from further harm.”

Cal Poly Pomona is in a perfect location to produce 
professionals who can find solutions, help shape policy 
that will protect the environment, and teach future 
generations. On-campus resources such as the 76-acre 
Voorhis Reserve, home to more than 300 plant and animal 
species, and the John T. Lyle Center for Regenerative 
Studies provide many opportunities for students to learn 
about the environment and conduct their own experiments 
without having to travel very far.

“Conservation in California is particularly important 
because our state has an unusually high number of 
unique animals and plants,” says Professor Kris Lappin, 
chair of the zoology major/option. “California can be 
thought of as an island surrounded by significant barriers 
such as the Sierra Nevada and deserts. 

“In fact, endemic California species — organisms 
found nowhere else on Earth — are such an important part 
of our environment that California has been identified as 
one of the planet’s biological hotspots. This designation 
also reflects the fact that most of the natural habitat in 
our state has already been lost, along with the wildlife 
that once called it home. An additional issue is that many 
exotic plants and animals, particularly from Europe and 

“Environmental issues and problems are really 

coming to the forefront for a lot of people. The 

students I’ve worked with are concerned about 

their environmental future. They’re seeing 

problems in their everyday lives from pollution, 

fires and invasive species.”

Professor erin Questad

 

Hilary Grez and Ben Lucas 
remove nonnative seaweed 
originally from Japan from a 
tide pool at Corona del Mar.
 
 

 As part of a study on native and invasive plants, biology 
student Andrew Esterson and Professor Erin Questad collect 
leaf samples from the hills surrounding the campus.
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ADVANCING tHE
UniversiTy

Professor Emeritus Peter Castro Bequests 

Scholar-in-Residence and Scholarships

an activeInfluence

by esther chou

From conducting research in France to serving as 
associate editor of a scientific journal to updating 
his successful marine biology textbook, Peter Castro, 
professor emeritus of biological sciences, has had a very 
busy retirement. Since he stepped down from full-time 
teaching in 2003, Castro has been as active — perhaps 
more so — in research and writing.

He frequently travels internationally to present his 
findings, further his research or serve as a visiting scholar. 
In March, he spoke at a conference in Brazil on the 
symbiotic relationship between crabs and reef corals. This 

spring, he was in Paris working with deep-water crabs recently collected in 
Madagascar, New Guinea and French Polynesia.

“I don’t think of myself as ‘retired,’ just not having to drive to Cal Poly 
Pomona every day!” he says.

Castro’s marine biology research began during his undergraduate years, 
inspired by his mentor at the University of Puerto Rico. It’s a passion that Castro 
still hopes to pass on to a younger generation of students.

“He was very enthusiastic, very smart,” Castro says of Professor 
Peter Glynn, a well-known marine ecology expert now on the faculty at the 
University of Miami. “He was very strict and detailed in his research and 
writing scientific papers. He influenced me a great deal.”

Like his mentor, Castro set a high bar for excellence.
“Good students who appreciate a hard professor loved 

him and understood the value of the high standards that 
Dr. Castro set for them,” says Sepehr Eskandari, chair of 
the Department of Biological Sciences at Cal Poly Pomona. 
“He is a true scholar. He has devoted his entire life to his 
scholarship and his field. Few people have the passion, 
desire and willpower to do the same.” Eskandari adds that 
even in retirement, Castro has remained a prolific scholar.

In order to inspire environmentally conscious students 
to pursue research projects that benefit the natural world, 
Castro recently signed a $1.5 million bequest — the 
largest gift to the College of Science — to endow two 
scholarships, as well as establish an environmental 
science scholar-in-residence.

The bequest came a few months after a generous 
$147,000 donation Castro made to establish the 
scholarships. The Rachel Carson Environmental Science 
Scholarship, named after the American biologist and 
conservationist who started the modern environmental 
movement, provides $10,000 per year to support 
undergraduate or graduate student research. The Honors 
Scholarship for the Study of the Environment provides 
$10,000 per year to an incoming freshman or transfer 
student in the Kellogg Honors College whose studies 
serve as a pathway for a career in the preservation and 
enhancement of the natural environment.

“Science is research. To be a scientist you really must 
be actively involved in doing hands-on research,” Castro 
says. “That’s the way I started. It opens a view of the 
world and gives you experiences.”

The scholar-in-residence program will bring in visiting 

faculty for teaching and research. “To have somebody come from another 
country would be a very prestigious thing for Cal Poly Pomona,” Castro 
says. “Some of the large universities — UCLA and USC — normally 
receive many scholars-in-residence.”

Castro’s bequest sets a historic precedent for the biological 
sciences department, Eskandari says, enabling the department to 
attract internationally known experts who would enrich the educational 
experience of students interested in the environmental sciences, as well 
as further enhance the intellectual life of the department. “We indeed owe 
him a great deal of gratitude,” he says.

Born and raised in Puerto Rico, Castro says a high school field trip 
to a marine lab sparked his interest in marine biology. He completed his 
undergraduate education at the University of Puerto Rico, Mayaguez, 
and pursued master’s and doctoral degrees in marine zoology at the 
University of Hawaii. His tenure at Cal Poly Pomona began in 1972. 
In addition to publishing 52 scientific papers, Castro has served as a 
visiting scholar and researcher in Spain, Italy, Australia, France and 
Ukraine, where he was a Fulbright Scholar at Odessa State University. 
He also holds a bachelor’s in history with a minor in art history from Cal 
Poly Pomona, which he obtained in 1992.

One of Castro’s most notable achievements is co-authoring the 
textbook “Marine Biology,” a comprehensive overview of marine 
ecosystems, animals, plants and human impact. Widely used at the college 
level, the textbook is in its eighth edition and has been translated into 
Chinese, Italian, Spanish, Greek and soon into Korean and Portuguese.

Updating the book is a full-time job, and Castro is working on the ninth 
edition. He keeps tabs on current events, new developments and research. 
For example, Castro clipped a recent article about the unprecedented number 
of sea otter deaths along the California coast in 2011.

“I had to change the manuscript [of the ninth edition] to add 
this,” Castro says. “I have to constantly be aware of new things, new 
developments and discoveries. It’s a lot of work, but I really love it.”



fEAtURE 
sTory

by tim Lynch

cal poly pomona has been a part oF ron simons’ dna since the day he set Foot on campus 
as a freshman in 1959. Anyone who knows Simons knows that it is nearly impossible to 
walk away from a conversation with him and not learn something about the university.

“The Rose Garden was built with seven radials because Mr. Kellogg was superstitious 
about the number seven.”

“A natural spring feeds the duck pond, which feeds the Japanese Gardens.”
“In the early days, when women were first admitted, they had to be in their dorm room by 

10 on weekdays and midnight or 1 on weekends … and they had to sign out when they left.”
“There’s a story that Mr. Kellogg buried a time capsule at the Stables, but nothing 

was ever found.”
“Hear that carillon? It was put in by two alums in the late ’60s.”
In a few weeks, Simons’ time at the university will draw to a close. The mementos 

that adorn his desk and walls, reflecting his passion for the rose float program, will be 
packed and carried away. But on this late spring afternoon, the packing can wait. The 
heartfelt goodbyes from a legion of friends can wait.

This afternoon, Ron Simons has a few more stories to tell.
“If you talk long enough, you start to believe it yourself,” he says with his signature 

self-deprecating humor, downplaying his nearly iconic status on campus.
Simons is affectionately known as Mr. Cal Poly Pomona, a title bestowed on him in 

the 1990s by Agnes Suzuki, the wife of then-President Bob Suzuki. He has worn the honor 

Ron Simons’ love of Cal Poly Pomona began 

during the Eisenhower Administration. More than five 

decades later, after receiving an honorary doctorate, he’s 

about to head out — but not before telling a few stories …

well, not only because of his crisp memory 
for names, dates and university lore, or the 
fact that he has known all five university 
presidents and traversed every corner 
of the campus, but for a love of Cal Poly 
Pomona that he doesn’t try to disguise. 

In June, he received recognition 
that humbled and left him speechless — 
at least briefly: an honorary doctorate 
recognizing his service to the university.

“I’m blown away,” he says. “When 
the president told me, he came in and 
gave me a proposal he wanted me to 
read for a funding project, and stuck 
in this proposal was this letter from 
the chancellor, saying congratulations. 
Initially, I thought it was for the person 
we were reaching out to, and I told the 
president, ‘That makes good sense.’ He 
just kept looking at me, and I read down 
and here’s my name. It was almost like 
going into shock. I’m so humbled to 
receive something like this. I don’t know 
how I can be worthy of it.”

And to think he almost didn’t come to 
Cal Poly Pomona.

His father, a farmer in the Imperial 
Valley, had planned to send him to a 
university in Northern California to study 
agriculture, but he changed his mind shortly 

1962
Ron Simons wasn’t just the “Man on 
the Moon.” He also engineered the 
sphere to spin without making himself 
dizzy along the 5½-mile parade route.

1964 
Anyone who knows Simons well will tell 
you that he loves cars. Here he is with 
his 1963 Corvette in front of his sister’s 
house in Westchester. He kept a close 
eye on it from the third floor of Alamitos 
whenever he brought it to campus.

 1964
Julian McPhee 
congratulates the new 
graduate. Simons has 
known every president 
in the university’s 
history and has worked 
for four of them.

 1965
Simons’ only time away 
from the university was 
a three-year stint in the 
Army, where he served 
as a lieutenant after 
graduating from Officer 
Candidate School.

1970
Sandi Davis is crowned Miss Poly 
Vue by a dapper young administrator. 
Davis, a longtime executive 
assistant to the university president, 
remembers Simons struggled to place 
the crown — one of the few times he 
ever came up short on an assignment.

1975
Simons gets 
the third 
degree: his 
MBA from 
Pepperdine.

2006
Singer Paul Anka serenades Simons 
with a rendition of “My Way” at the 
Founders’ Celebration. The event 
also included the establishment of 
the Ronald R. Simons Scholarship 
Endowment, recognizing his 
decades of service to the university. 
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“He is such an icon. There is no one like him and there 
will never be another. He is the best mentor I ever had – 
such a kind and generous person.”

]WALter ALLen 
mayor pro tem of covina and former cal Poly 
Pomona student body president who met simons 
in 1970

“He’s a unique one: indomitable, farsighted and always 
at the ready to say and do the right thing.”

]KAy WiLsOn-bOLtOn
chaplain and former mayor of santa Paula 
who met simons when both were students and 
served on the rose Float committee together

“I can’t think of any other person — family, friend or 
work associate — that has been as dedicated to a cause 
as Ron.  From the first day I met Ron, you knew that he had 
Cal Poly and Rose Float running in his veins.  If you drew 
blood, I wouldn’t be the slightest bit surprised if hydraulic 
fluid came out.”  

]rOb KObUs 
vice president theatrical production finance at 
Warner bros. who met simons while working as 
rose Float chair

before Simons graduated from high school.
“He’d heard about this place, Cal 

Poly, and thought it would be a better fit 
because it was less research oriented and 
more learn by doing,” Simons recalls. They 
agreed that he would stay just part of the 
year and then transfer.

The evening he arrived, while 
hanging out near his dorm on the Voorhis 
campus in San Dimas (forerunner to 
Cal Poly Pomona and the place where 
students lived), Simons had a life-
changing conversation.

“A roommate named Jack Dragovich 
came up to me and said, ‘I’m going over to 
the main campus to attend a meeting on 
building Cal Poly’s rose float. Would you like 
to come along?’ I went and agreed to join in. 
Here we were, building something that was 
going to be seen by people around the world. 
… I’ll be honest, I was excited. I got hooked, 
and, as they say, the rest is history.”

The rose float lab isn’t much to look 
at: a hodgepodge of machinery, parts and 
detritus from previous floats on a large 
concrete slab next to an old corrugated 
building on the eastern fringe of campus. 
Dust storms blow through in the fall, and on 
winter nights the cold can numb your hands. 

It is Simons’ home away from home.

“I’ve got a lot of fond memories of this place,” he says. “I literally celebrated my 18th 
birthday here when I was a freshman, and this last year I celebrated my 70th birthday here.”

He speaks almost reverently of the floats he helped build and the innovations that 
earned the two Cal Polys a reputation as leaders in animation and creativity. If you check 
out the 1962 float, “Man on the Moon,” in the university archives, you will see a young 
Simons dressed as an astronaut. He waves to the crowd along the parade route before 
ducking into a sphere that begins to spin in the lap of a crescent moon. It was a design he 
perfected to ensure he wouldn’t get dizzy along the parade route.

“I recall people saying, how ridiculous, a man on the moon is so futuristic — 
remember, this was 1962 — and seven years later we wind up with a man on the moon.”

Of course, life on campus in the early 1960s wasn’t just rose floats. There was the 
caiman named Snappy, the bottle of hooch that blew up in his dorm room in the middle of 
the night, the student’s car that mysteriously wound up in the pond, the friend who woke 
up in his bed on the roof of the dorm … and so much more. 

Simons points to a patch of grass west of the Alamitos residence hall. “Someday, 
when they do an excavation, they’re going to find my pet alligator. After Snappy died, we 
had a midnight ceremony — pall bearers, candlelight — and we buried him here.” 

Alamitos is one of four original student residence halls on campus, and Simons is the 
original student resident, having moved in a week before classes started in 1960. “They 
wanted to have, as they said, ‘a male presence’ when the house mothers arrived a week 
before school started” for their safety, and Simons was the logical choice because he had 
worked on campus that summer.

House mothers?
“It was a different time,” he says. “In fact, women were not enrolled until the fall of 1961.”
A few months before the 300 coeds arrived, Cal Poly President Julian McPhee sent 

out a memo that Simons says went something like this: “’We’re going to have young ladies 
coming in next year. We’d like to see you clean your act a little bit. No running around 
in short pants with no shoes or shirts. Maybe check your language. … And now for you 
students, I’d like to see the same out of you.’

“We got a kick out of that.” 

“I have many fond memories, but a favorite is that I 
could invariably depend upon Ron to satisfy my frequent 
need for some good chocolate candy.  If I went to his 
office and found that he was away from his desk and the 
bowl of chocolates empty, I need not worry. Ron had given 
me special dispensation to dip into a file drawer that 
contained the candy stash.”  

]AnitA KLein 
who served as the university president’s 
executive assistant for many years

“What’s nice about Ron is that he shares his kindness 
with other creatures as well.  Did you know that he spent 
thousands of dollars on a goose that ate the wrong thing, 
cancer treatments for his cat, and he even saw to it that 
the duck crossing sign was put up again on campus by the 
pond? How lucky we all are to know Ron!”

]KAthy hArchAriK 
former business professor and current president 
of Pace setters

“The guy gets things done and has fun while he does.”
]MiKe bOyLe 

radio show host in colorado and a member of 
the class of 1966

2007
The road in front of the CLA 
is renamed Ron Simons 
Circle for the year, much to 
the pleasure of the honoree 
and his wife, Judy. It was a 
gift from longtime university 
benefactors Art and Sarah 
Ludwick. 

2010 
Some of his close friends say 
Simons can tell a fish story 
every now and then, but 
there’s no doubt about this 
one. He brought in this large 
salmon during his annual trip 
to British Columbia.

2010
It’s time to toast another Cal Poly 
Universities’ entry in the Rose Parade. 
“Galactic Expedition” won both the 
Fantasy Trophy and the Viewers’ 
Choice Award on New Year’s Day 2011. 
Simons’ love of the rose float program 
started his first day on campus as a 
freshman in 1959.

2012 
Long known as Mr. Cal Poly Pomona, 
he added another title — and another 
gift to display on his car.

 

2012 
“I’m blown away,” he says 
about receiving an honorary 
doctorate. “I don’t know how I 
can be worthy of it.” President 
Michael Ortiz does the honors 
at the College of Agriculture’s 
commencement ceremony.



July
9-12
Baseball Camp
Bronco Athletics works closely with youths 
in grades 1 to 8 during these fun and 
educational spots clinics. 
scolinos Field 
(909) 869-2810

August
6-10
Volleyball Camp
Bronco Athletics works closely with  
youths age 12 to 18 during these fun and 
educational clinics. 
Kellogg Gym
(909) 869-2810

September
8-30
‘The Tempest'
The Southern California Shakespeare 
Festival will present “The Tempest” by 
William Shakespeare on Fridays and 
Saturdays at 8 p.m., and Sundays at 2 p.m.
studio theatre
(909) 869-3800
www.southerncaliforniashakespearefestival.org

21
alumni in the Outfield 
Mingle at a pre-game mixer with 
refreshments and enjoy a Los Angeles 
Angels of Anaheim game. 
Angel stadium 5 p.m.
(909) 869-2963 or 
cpalumni@csupomona.edu

calendar

13-21
The Collins College Wine, food 
and arts Tour of Italy
Alumni spend a week in Italy attending 
cooking classes and visiting food markets, 
museums, and family-owned wineries.
www.csupomona.edu/~alumni/italy/

18
annual meeting and Pumpkin 
festival Preview
Join the Alumni Association and the 
College of Business Alumni Chapter for an 
exclusive Pumpkin Festival preview.
Farm store 
5:30 p.m.
(909) 869-2963  

18-27
‘Proof’
A play by David Auburn about the struggles 
of a mathematician’s daughter against 
mental illness.
studio theatre 
8 p.m.
(909) 869-3900

20-21
20th annual Pumpkin festival
Play games, try a corn maze, visit a petting 
zoo, eat food and pick your own pumpkin 
from a patch of thousands. (Read more on 
page 5.)
8 a.m. to 5 p.m.
(909) 869-4906E

ve
n
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He fondly recalls the names of the men who inspired and encouraged him and his 
classmates.

“A lot of us weren’t, shall I say, headed to being Rhodes Scholars. We’d come off of 
working ranches and farms, but they knew we had the capacity to learn, and they helped 
us work it out. We were really blessed to have some great professors.”

Simons enlisted in the Army and entered Officer Candidate School after graduating 
in 1964, serving three years before returning to campus for a second degree. What he 
encountered was a very different Cal Poly Pomona. Hair had gotten longer. The music had 
evolved. Attitudes and roles had changed. “There were demonstrations at the flagpole in 
front of the administration building. I’d been in the military, so I had to learn to adjust to 
this. It hit me pretty hard.”

He turned to an old friend, the rose float program.
The dean of students had asked him to take over because the chair had become 

academically ineligible just three months before the parade. 
“I said great, I’d love the challenge. What’s the design?”
There was no design.
“I said OK … let’s call the committee together and get on this right away.”
There was no committee.
“I said OK, how much money did we get budgeted?”
There was no budget.
“He said, ‘Well, what do you think?’ And I said yeah, let’s do it.”
The 1968 float, “The Mouse That Got Away,” won the Princess Award for its 

breakthrough animation.
“I remember the thrill that New Year’s morning of seeing that banner go in front of 

the float. It was actually one of the highlights of my life.”
But not quite the highlight.
At the post-parade dinner, an attractive young woman, the guest of a student body 

officer, caught his eye.
“It took me about a year to convince Judy that she needed to start going out with 

me, and it was another year and a half later that we were married. We’re classified a rose 
float marriage — people who met, dated and got to know each other as a result of the 
rose float experience. We have a number of them in our record book of alums.”

At the same meal, University President Robert Kramer told Simons he had a job 
waiting for him when he graduated. A year later, when a marketing opportunity in Salinas 
fizzled, Simons went to see Kramer.

“Do you remember when you said to see you if I ever wanted to work at Cal Poly? He 
said absolutely. And then he said, ‘What do you want to do?’”

Simons asked to form an office of alumni affairs.
“His words to me were “Go start one.” It was like déjà vu from my rose float days. There 

was no budget, no space, no staff, just the charge, “Go start one.’”
He did, setting up an office in a former storage closet that was so small, meetings had 

to be held in the hallway. He charmed secretaries to type papers and take on projects, and he 
started compiling piles of cards and notes about alumni. Those humble beginnings grew into 
what today is known as University Advancement, with dozens of staff and the responsibility 
of raising millions of dollars a year.

Simons looks back on his long career, 
almost amazed at his good fortune and all 
the friends he’s made along the way.

“It was the right time and right place 
for a lot of things for me. I officially retired a 
few years ago but they hired me back as a 
retired annuitant. Nobody’s really sure what I 
do. … It’s how I’ve lasted as long as I have.”

24
alumni association 
Golf Tournament 
The Cal Poly Pomona Alumni Association 
will host its annual golf tournament to 
benefit student scholarships.  
south hills country club 
in West covina
9 a.m. shotgun start
(909) 869-2963

October
9
fall Career Day
University Quad
10:30 a.m. to 2:30 p.m.
(909) 869-2342

13
matthew myers 5K run/Walk
Everyone is invited to run or walk the 
5K, with proceeds going to student 
scholarships.
W.K. Kellogg Arabian horse 
center 
8 a.m.
www.mattsrun.org

Watch Ron Simons share stories across campus in this video found 
at bit.ly/Simons2012 or scan the QR code with your smartphone.
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by elaine regus

Melissa stevens has dreamed of being an 
equine veterinarian since she started riding horses 
at age 3. but her experiences at cal Poly Pomona 
opened her eyes to countless options she might 
explore after she takes a year off to decompress and 
catch up on her sleep.

For the past four years, stevens, who has been on 
her own since she was 17, juggled a full-time job as a 
graveyard-shift dispatcher trainer for the Los Angeles 
county sheriff’s Department and a full-time student 
workload. she participated in the Pre-vet club and 
the Meat science club, competed on the cal Poly 
Pomona equestrian team, cared for pregnant mares 
on campus through the Foal Watch program and 

nursed sick foals off campus as part of the chino valley equine hospital Foal team. 
she survived by catnapping in her car between classes.
stevens graduated in June with a degree in animal science. her schedule 

was grueling but her courses and extracurricular activities exposed her to career 
possibilities she never knew existed.

“When i was in high school, i wanted to be a vet and that was it,” stevens 
says. “cal Poly has opened my eyes to everything you can do with an animal 
science background.”

For a while, she charted her “life map” with colored markers on a 3-foot-
by-4-foot white board in her bedroom where she outlined her future options: vet 
school, family, grad school, career choices and the unknown. 

Pre-vet club speakers and this year’s annual california Association of Meat 
Processors convention at chico state, piqued her interest in working for the U.s. 
Department of Agriculture (UsDA) as an animal inspector or biologist.  the U.s. 
Fish and Wildlife service is another option.

stevens and three teammates from the Meat science club attended the 
convention in February. they competed against students from four other california 
universities with meat processing programs to see who made the best fresh 
sausage. stevens was named runner-up grand champion for her “hatzbach” 
sausage made with pork, white wine, apple-cider vinegar and two key ingredients: 
nutmeg and allspice. she named it for the German town where her great-uncle, a 
butcher who was her inspiration, lives.

stevens, who had never made sausage before, tried five recipes before finding 
the right formula. she learned the basics from her meat science class and then 
researched the right proportions of salt and water online. her great-uncle gave her 
pointers on the right spices to add for the best taste.“it was cool to put something 
together that someone who’s been judging meat for 40 years liked,” stevens says. 
“i was blown away when they called my name.”

shelton Murinda, a professor and one of the Meat science club advisors, says, 
“Melissa’s win demonstrates that we have a very competitive meat science and 
processing program here at cal Poly Pomona.” 

it also speaks well for stevens, who took on several leadership roles and 

2012
ClASS of

After 4 years of working 

the graveyard shift 

while taking a full load 

of courses, this 2012 

graduate looks forward 

to the unknown

Ready for
frequently volunteered to help with 
fundraisers or other club activities 
despite her heavy work schedule and 
hefty package of classes, Murinda says.

“Melissa is easygoing and one 
of those students that other students 
want to be around. she’s always 
cheerful and always volunteering to 
help,” Murinda says. “she’s also one of 
those dependable students that if you 
want something to be done right, you 
can depend on her.”

stevens was event chair for 
the Meat science club and, as 
symposium chair for the Pre-vet club, 
she planned the annual trip to the 
American Pre-veterinary Medical 
Association symposium at north 
carolina state University.

bob Karmann, the other Meat 
science club advisor, says stevens 
is a natural leader who is respected 
by the other students and has the 
ability to handle difficult issues in a 
mature manner.

“she explains to the other 
students why this way is better, in a 
loving way,” Karmann says. “Most of 
the time she is right on, but she may be 
the only one who sees it that way.”

stevens’ work ethic stems 
from her parents. her mother works 
graveyard shift for UPs and was 
recently promoted to manager, and 
her father is an L.A. county sheriff’s 
Department lieutenant.

stevens recently purchased a 
fixer-upper on a half-acre of horse 
property in norco, otherwise known 
as “horsetown UsA.” she’s looking 
forward to exploring the community’s 
massive trail system with blaze and 
ruby, her two Appendix horses (half 
quarter horse and half thoroughbred). if 
she winds up going to school or getting 
a job out of state, stevens says she can 
always rent it out.

she plans to travel to new 
Zealand and europe before applying to 
veterinary school, grad school and a 
couple of government agencies in the 
fall. then she’ll wait and see where 
her future takes her.

“When I was in high school, 
I wanted to be a vet and 
that was it. Cal Poly has 

opened my eyes to everything 
you can do with an animal 

science background.”
— Melissa stevens

Anything
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by tony Marraccino

When my WiFe, terri, and i decided to 
donate the proceeds from the sale of 
some rental property in Oceanside to Cal 
Poly Pomona, it was a no-brainer.

We were tired of managing the 
property and were ready to slow down 
and start enjoying life. I had survived a 
bout of stage 3 colon cancer five years 
ago. I lucked out but you never know 
when it can come back, and we had a lot 
of traveling to do.

We had built up quite a bit of 
equity in the property so our tax advisor 
suggested we consider creating a 
charitable remainder trust to reduce the 
significant tax burden we would incur. 
The beauty of a charitable remainder 
trust is you pay no taxes on the equity 
of the property you donate and, with the 
tax credits we received, we could write 
off most the capital gains on a second 
piece of property we sold at the same 
time. It’s a good exit strategy for someone 
invested in real estate, plus we receive a 
percentage of the sale price as a monthly 
annuity until we both die.

Since we each have a son from 
previous marriages, we plan to purchase 
two term life insurance policies equal to 
the value of the property. That way, when 
we die, the kids have cash and don’t 
have to worry about managing or selling 
some property.

The other major benefit of a 
charitable remainder trust is you’re 
helping somebody and you’re giving back. 
It’s a great solution on a lot of fronts.  

We chose Cal Poly Pomona for two reasons. First of all, we have a personal attachment 
to the university stemming from my time there as an undergraduate. I was one of three 
students in the first engineering technology graduating class of 1972. And second, Dan 
Wood, director of planned giving, was very responsive and very knowledgeable. The process 
can be very complicated, but Dan knows his stuff and he’s persistent but not pushy.  

We stipulated that the money be divided between equipment and maintenance for 
the College of Engineering and the Rose Float program. I have a soft spot for the Rose 
Parade float. It takes students from engineering and humanities and puts them together 
and teaches them how to lead. The engineers rely on the artists to design the float, and 
the humanities people learn how to do more technical things like welding and bolting 
things together. It puts all the disciplines together plus it meshes the students from Cal 
Poly Pomona and San Luis Obispo, which is super. 

For several years after graduation, I would get up at 3 a.m. on New Year’s Day, 
drive to the spot where the Cal Poly students gathered, and make them bacon and egg 
sandwiches and coffee on a Coleman stove I hauled around in a little green wagon. The 
past few years, we’ve gone over and talked to the kids, but the days of Coleman stove and 
wagon are long gone.

The other portion of the proceeds will go to the College of Engineering to pay for 
equipment and maintenance. The College of Engineering taught me how to weld, use a 
lathe and do things with my hands that made it possible for me to succeed in life. It taught 
me to think outside the box and to be creative. Maintenance may not be the most sexy 
thing to donate money to but it’s critical to keep things running smoothly. Engineering 
equipment is very expensive and it gets out of date quickly. The College of Engineering 
constantly needs to update its equipment if it’s going to keep up with USC, Caltech and 
other top engineering schools. We graduate more engineers every year than all other 
schools in California combined, and most of our graduates get jobs, which is the most 
important thing.

PersPecTive
CAMPUS

We Give
TONY MARRACCINO (’72, engineering 
technology)  says his significant 
gift was a ‘no-brainer’

We feel very fortunate to be able 
to help the next generation of engineers 
and  leaders in a way that benefits them 
and also relieves a lot of stress on us. The 
charitable remainder trust is a great tool, 
and we don’t understand why more people 
don’t take advantage of it.

Why

 I have a soft spot for the 
Rose Parade float. It takes 
students from engineering and 
humanities and puts them 
together and teaches them 
how to lead. The engineers 
rely on the artists to design 
the float, and the humanities 
people learn how to do more 
technical things like welding 
and bolting things together. 

Alexandra Uribe and Edwin Cruz decorate a zebra for 
the Cal Poly Universities 2010 float, “Jungle Cuts.”
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by Una L. Morris-chong

my early liFe in Kingston, Jamaica Was poor in money but richly blessed in the support and 
love of family, especially my mother. 

At only 10 years old, I lost my mother to illness. It was the most tragic and defining 
moment of my life. My mother knew the life-changing power of that moment because she 
asked me to promise I would pursue education to the fullest. I have kept that promise with 
a bachelor’s degree, a medical degree and a diagnostic radiology specialization. I’m not 
done learning yet, and have committed to pursuing a law degree.

The ability to focus, once acquired, is an amazing asset in life. My focus was sadly 
borne of loss, yet many people find focus in their own way – often through pursuing a 
passion and exercising personal discipline.

At a young age, I learned that I had skill and a passion for two things: learning and 
running. A sharp focus on learning brought me to Cal Poly Pomona to start my higher 
education. A sharp focus on running brought me to three Summer Olympic Games — in 
1964, 1968 and 1972 — as an athlete representing Jamaica.

Balancing two demanding passions is not an easy thing. Sacrifice is a given. I enjoyed 
dancing as a college student but rarely had the opportunity to go out. I spent most of my 

time studying or running, and occasionally doing both at the same time. I felt 
uncomfortable at a party if I knew work was still to be done or a lesson left to 
be learned.

I found Cal Poly Pomona to be supportive of both passions and an amazing 
place to expand my knowledge of the world. Since I understood the loss caused 
by illness, I was drawn to the medical profession. A Cal Poly Pomona degree in 
zoology opened the door I needed. The zoology bachelor’s degree allowed me 
to work with animals, which I enjoyed, but also counted as medically related as 
required by medical schools.

I can’t say that my passions always got along. After starting medical 
school at UC San Francisco, I was debating whether to continue my pursuit of 
a third Olympics. I eventually decided to stick with my Olympic dreams and do 
whatever was necessary, without a coach, to qualify.

Whatever was necessary turned out to mean warming up with note cards 
in hand, running between classes and my clerkship, and filling every available 
space in my waking day with training — either physical or mental.

Then the day came when I was late for my clerkship. The doctor 
supervising me asked why, and I explained that I was out running in preparation 
for the Olympics. His concern that I could not balance both led to a meeting 
with the dean of medicine at UCSF. He offered to allow me to take a light load 
that year and graduate later than my fellow students. I thanked the dean for the 
offer and promptly went on to maintain a full class load, graduate on time and 
qualify for the 1972 Olympic team.

Nearly 40 years have passed since that decision. I cannot say that I regret 
any of the sacrifices I made to maintain my focus. Now with a loving family of my 
own, as well as a medical practice, I know the rewards that focus and dedication 
bring. I look forward to the next adventure — perhaps mentoring young students 
who start with little more than a dream and willingness to work. 

Using my life as an example, I hope to show that a goal and the 
willingness to set aside momentary interests for that goal are the traits that 
lead to success.

Radiologist 

UNA MORRIS-CHONG 

(’70, zoology) reflects on 

her journey to a degree 

and three Olympics

Then and now
olYMPICS

Drive a Deep

Una Morris-Chong’s laser focus and commitment to hard work led her to 
her first Olympics appearance in 1964 in Tokyo. She placed fourth in the 
200-meter race and is seen at the top of the picture, in lane 1.

Aiming to Make 
Olympic History

Animal and veterinary sciences 
student Kim rhode is hoping to make 
history at the London Olympics this 
summer. if she places in the top three, 
she will become the first American to 
win medals in individual events at five 
consecutive Olympics. 

rhode is only 33 years old, 
but has already competed in four 
Olympics and taken home a medal 
at each (two gold, one bronze, one 
silver) in shooting events. 

she made her first Olympic 
appearance in Atlanta in 1996 when she 
was a 17-year-old high school student, 
stunning the international field with a 
gold medal win in double trap. she took 
home a bronze in sydney and a gold in 
Athens. When women’s double-trap 
was discontinued in beijing, rhode 
made a remarkable switch to skeet 
shooting and won silver. 

Leading up to the 2012 summer 
Olympics, rhode set the world record 
in skeet shooting by hitting 75 of 75 in 
three qualifying rounds and 99 of 100 
during the final.

Watch pre-Olympic coverage 
for rhode and her historic quest. the 
women’s skeet medal events are 
scheduled for sunday, July 29 in London.
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AlUMNI sPoTlighT

Alumnus JONATHAN 

FARRAR reflects on his 

education and career as 

he begins a new post as 

ambassador to Panama

by tim Lynch

When Ambassador Jonathan 
Farrar (’78, political science) presented 
his credentials on May 15 to Panama’s 
President ricardo Martinelli, it marked 
yet another milestone in a Foreign 
service career that began more than 
three decades ago and has taken him 
throughout Latin America, from Mexico 
to belize to Paraguay and Uruguay — 
even cuba.

in many ways, the journey began 
at cal Poly Pomona.

Farrar came to campus in the 
fall of 1974 with broad interests and 
intellectual curiosity but only a general 
idea about what he wanted to study. 
he had spent time in Mexico through 
a student exchange program, but 
diplomacy was not on his radar. During 
his freshman year, while scanning the 

course catalog, he came across a senior seminar class on Alexander solzhenitsyn’s 
recently released “Gulag Archipelago.” 

“i thought, ‘i’d really like to read that book,’ so as a freshman i went to 
[Professor John Moore’s] office and asked if i could join, and John being John, he 
said yes. so i found myself in John and his wife Linda’s living room with a bunch of 
cal Poly Pomona seniors discussing the works of Alexander solzhenitsyn.”

it was an experience that would change his life. beyond sparking an interest 
in the soviet dissident, it fueled a mentor-student bond that continued throughout 
Farrar’s time on campus.

in 1977, when Moore formed cal Poly Pomona’s first national Model United 
nations team, Farrar joined as captain. representing Poland, the team put in long 
hours of preparation before heading to new york for the competition.

“it was an incredibly positive experience,” he says, not only for his first up-
close look at the world of international diplomacy, but for the realization that he 
and his teammates could hold their own against some of the most prestigious 
universities in the nation. “We knew that with the right guidance and the right 
mentors we could compete with anyone.”

Another major influence was John esterline, a professor and former Foreign 
service officer who recognized Farrar’s potential and encouraged him to take the 
Foreign service exam in Los Angeles.

“i passed it — it was an intense full-day affair — and then there was the oral 
examination, and i passed it as well,” Farrar says.

the on-campus experience that changed Farrar’s life the most involved an 
encounter with a classmate in psychology 101. they volunteered to work on a class 
project together, “and she intrigued me because she didn’t hesitate to edit me and 
correct my english,” even though she was a vietnamese immigrant and he was a 
staff member at the Poly Post.

“she” was terry nguyen, whom Farrar would marry in 1980 after graduate 
school and just before they drove to Washington, D.c., for the start of his career in 
the Foreign service. 

“being in the Foreign service is an incredible career because you get to 
represent your country both in the United states and overseas,” Farrar says. “you 
get to do something new and different and exciting every couple of years because 
that’s life in the Foreign service: every couple of years you get a new assignment.”

Farrar says each of his assignments has been rewarding for both the 
professional and cultural opportunities. in Mexico, he reconnected with the family 
that took him in years earlier when he was a high school exchange student. he and 
terry arrived in belize soon after it gained independence from britain. in Paraguay, 
they witnessed the birth of democracy after longtime strongman Alfredo stroessner 
stepped down.

“it was an incredible time — a time to see a society begin to change and begin 
to open, and for people to begin the build the foundations of democracy after 34 
years of one-person rule,” Farrar says.

his next assignment, in Uruguay, lasted four years and was his three 
children’s favorite.

“it was a small post,” he says. “they were at a small school — 210 students from 
kindergarten through 12th grade. … i was on the board at the school and even served 
as president at one point. Our daughter graduated from a high school class of 10.”

Perhaps his most challenging duty followed: chief of mission of the U.s. 
interests section in havana, cuba, a country that has no formal diplomatic ties with 

the United states.
“We carry out many of the same 

functions of an embassy, but under the 
diplomatic umbrella of the embassy 
of switzerland,” Farrar says. “We 
operated under travel restrictions and 
were essentially limited to havana and 
some of the outskirts. We had to think 
about ways to get out and connect 
directly with the people of cuba. One 
thing we decided to do was to go to a 
different parish every sunday for Mass. 
… before we were done, we had been 
to 75 different churches until we ran 
out of them within our travel limits. … 
We were able to meet some incredible 
people along the way.”

Forming strong bonds is one 
of a diplomat’s prime goals, and he 
acknowledges keeping in touch 
“almost to an extreme” with people he 
has met along the way, including some 
from his undergraduate days.

Farrar has some straightforward 
advice for current students thinking 
big in life:

“take full advantage of what 
cal Poly Pomona has to offer. take 
the Foreign service exam. you have 
nothing to lose and perhaps the world 
to gain.”

Other Worldly                            
             experiences “Take full advantage of 

what Cal Poly Pomona 
has to offer. Take the 
Foreign Service exam. 
You have nothing to lose 
and perhaps the world 
to gain.”
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CAMPAIGN UPdaTe

by tim Lynch

cal poly pomona reached a historic milestone on march 28 When it surpassed $100 million in 
donations and pledges just 18 months into the public phase of its ambitious comprehensive 
fundraising campaign.

“To generate this level of support in this economic environment is truly amazing,” says 
university President Michael Ortiz. “It speaks to our well-deserved reputation as a place of 
academic excellence, as well as to the passion of our friends and alumni who believe in our 
mission to educate tomorrow’s leaders.”

The Campaign for Cal Poly Pomona was publicly launched in the summer of 2010 with 
a goal of raising $150 million over the life of the campaign. This undertaking has laid out 
four goals: to strengthen the university’s ability to provide hands-on learning opportunities, 
to prepare students for the changing demands of workplace, to increase research and 
scholarship opportunities, and to ensure that a quality college education remains within 
reach for underrepresented communities.

The campaign’s success rests in the actions of longtime benefactors and new supporters, 
in gifts large and small, says Scott Warrington, vice president of university advancement.

“We have more than 5,000 donors who were inspired to give for the first time. Many of 
them are alumni who told us that they wanted to show their appreciation for what their Cal Poly 
Pomona education has done for them.”

A major catalyst within the campaign has been a $42 million gift from the W.K. Kellogg 

A Historic

Foundation — a record cash donation to a 
California State University. By the conclusion 
of the campaign, the university’s endowment 
will surpass $100 million, more than tripling 
its starting point.

“A robust endowment is critical 
for the long-term health of a university,” 
Warrington says. “An endowment is a gift 
that keeps on giving, allowing a university 
to adapt to changing times.”

Signs of the comprehensive campaign 
are evident throughout campus, starting 
with the recipients of more than $5 million 
in scholarships this past academic year 
alone. It is also visible at the John T. Lyle 
Center for Regenerative Studies, where 
two large solar panels donated by Amonix 
Inc. have made the 16-acre site carbon 
neutral. The Collins College of Hospitality 
Management, where a new master’s 
degree building is in the planning stages, 
and the nationally recognized cyber security 
program's world-class virtual war room 
for intercollegiate competitions are other 
examples of the major impact donors and 
alumni have made on Cal Poly Pomona.

“With the support we have received, 
you can feel the renewed energy on 
campus,” Warrington says. “We are 
confident our campus community, alumni 
and supporters will rally together to get the 
university across that finish line.”
Learn more about the Campaign 
for Cal Poly Pomona online at 
campaign.csupomona.edu. 

M i l e s to n e

There are numerous ways to 

enhance the Cal Poly Pomona 

experience including:
Cash 

Pledges
seCurities

gifts of Business 
interests

real estate
Bequests

retirement Plan 
designations 

life insuranCe 
CharitaBle remainder 

trusts (life inCome 
arrangement)

“If I didn’t receive 
scholarships, I probably 

wouldn’t be here today. For 
some students, scholarships 
can make or break a college 

career. People who give really 
impact a student’s future.”

—Desire Logan 
Bell-Blackman scholarship 

recipient and former foster youth

Ways to Give 
To encourage people to support organizations such as the university, donors receive 

generous tax breaks and savings opportunities. However, these gift strategies require 

careful forethought. We look forward to meeting with you and your advisors to 

structure a gift that best fits your personal, financial and charitable goals.  

For more information about ways to support Cal Poly 
Pomona and its important mission, contact Director of 
Planned Giving Daniel E. Wood at (909) 869-4825 or 
dewood@csupomona.edu. 

www.yourcalpolypomona.com

Leave your mark.

Fundraising campaign tops $100 million, 
changes already evident on campus
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Attention 
Alumni 

Parents: 
Please share 

new addresses of 
children who are 
Cal Poly Pomona 

graduates.

Call (800) 722-5765

Thank you for your support!


