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THE UNIVERSITY’S AMERICAN SOCIETY OF CIVIL ENGINEERS (ASCE) STUDENT CONCRETE CANOE TEAM 
hit the water last summer to race in the ASCE National Concrete Competition in Reston, Va. 
Competing against 21 other top engineering schools in the nation, Cal Poly Pomona placed 
14th based on design, construction, speed and overall performance. 

The bright orange tiger-striped canoe is true to Cal Poly Pomona’s Kellogg cereal roots 
was created by a team of civil engineering students.

“As these engineers of the future gather in the nation’s capital, it is heartening to see 
the level of innovation and dedication they bring 
to the table. The best engineers not only make the 
impossible a reality, they work toward perfecting 
it,” says ASCE President Patricia D. Galloway. “Ev-
ery year these students raise the quality of design 
and engineering technique that goes into building 
the canoes, making them sleeker, faster and more 
maneuverable.”

In April, the student team earned the 2004 
ASCE Pacific Southwest Regional Conference 
title, qualifying for nationals when the 21-foot 
racing-caliber canoe not only floated but also 
skimmed over the water.

Howard Hughes Medical Institute Provides 
$1.3 Million for Science Education

 
CAL POLY POMONA STUDENTS WILL LEARN BIOLOGY IN NEW WAYS THANKS TO A GENEROUS 
$1.3 million grant from the Howard Hughes Medical Institute (HHMI).  
  The four-year grant will support a wide range of programs to improve 
undergraduate science, from new courses in hot fields such as bioinformat-

ics and computational biology to research-            
apprenticeship programs that increase opportu-
nities for students to conduct original research. 
The university will also work with teachers of 
underrepresented and disadvantaged students 
from low-performing schools to enhance sci-
ence education and teacher preparation through 
week-long workshops and training programs. 
      “Receiving this award is recognition of the 
outstanding work our faculty has done in en-
hancing the way students learn biology here at 
Cal Poly Pomona,” says Donald Straney, dean 
of the College of Science. “With this grant, 
we will be able to give our students an even 
stronger, hands-on preparation for successful 
careers in the life sciences. And we will make 
connections with other universities that are 
also deeply committed to improving the quality 
of undergraduate education.”

Kim Rhode Wins Gold 
Medal in 2004 Olympics
 
ANIMAL & VETERINARY SCIENCES JUNIOR KIM RHODE 
won the gold medal in women’s double 
trap on Aug. 18 in Athens, Greece, 
becoming both the first and last winner 
of the Olympic event. 
 Considered the most accom-
plished female double trap shooter in 
the world, Rhode was the only woman 
from the United States to compete in 
this year’s event. 
  This gold medal marks Rhode’s 
third Olympic win. She became the 
youngest female gold medalist in 
Olympic shooting history when she won 
the double trap competition at the 1996 
Olympics in Atlanta, Ga; she captured a 
bronze medal in the same event in the 
2000 Olympics in Sydney, Australia.  
  Rhode is a six-time national cham-
pion in double trap and came in first 
place in the 2003 Pan American Games. 
  The women’s double trap event 
debuted in the 1996 Olympics and is now 
being discontinued in an effort to trim the 
number of competitions at the games.

University’s Concrete 

Canoe Competes in 

National Competition

Program Celebrates 20 Years of Helping 
Low-Income Students Prepare for College
FOR 20 YEARS, THE SUMMER BRIDGE PROGRAM HAS HELPED MOTIVATED LOW-INCOME STUDENTS IN 
making the transition from high school to the more challenging environment of a university.  
      The program offers credit-bearing courses that help sharpen skills in math, reading, 
writing and critical thinking. In addition, tutorials, workshops, guest lecturers and other
activities are included in the five-week residential experience. Participants receive 
academic advising, registration assistance and opportunities to socialize and network 
with other students and campus staff. All costs, including registration fees for six units, a 
double-occupancy room and books, are covered by Educational Equity Services. 
 Freshman Matthew Moore, one of more than 2,000 students who have completed the 
program since its inception, describes Summer Bridge as “enlightening.” 
  “I came in here confident but very nervous about the college experience,” he says. 
“The Summer Bridge Program improved my study skills and exposed me to life in the dorms. 
I feel as if Cal Poly Pomona took an interest in me as a human being, and the support I felt 
from the university was incredible.”

STORIES BY Jennifer Parsons, Uyen Mai  PHOTOS BY Tom Zasadzinski
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THE ATHLETIC DEPARTMENT’S 25TH ANNUAL BRONCO GOLF CLASSIC RAISED $27,000 IN SCHOLARSHIP 
money for student-athletes. The 18-hole tournament in June drew a sellout crowd of 144 golfers to 
the Via Verde Country Club in San Dimas. 
  Former National Football League star and Cal Poly Pomona football coach Roman Gabriel at-
tended this year’s event. Gabriel, who was the 1969 NFL Most Valuable Player for the Los Angeles 
Rams and four-time Pro Bowl selection, founded the first golf classic fund-raiser in 1980. The now 
legendary golf scramble has raised more than $600,000 for student-athlete scholarships. 
  “Scholarships are an integral part of our program,” says Julie Hall, director of development for 
athletics. “In many cases, athletic scholarships are the only way students can afford their education, 
and we’re fortunate to provide such a precious gift to our student-athletes.”

Paul Caligiuri Named to 
Soccer Hall of Fame

 
BRONCO HEAD SOCCER COACH PAUL CALIGIURI WAS ONE OF THREE SOCCER STARS 
inducted into the National Soccer Hall of Fame. Ceremonies took place in 
October at the Soccer Hall of Fame in Oneonta, N.Y. 
  “This is a great thrill. I was very fortunate to play with and against so 
many great players,” says Caligiuri. “I believe it’s important to recognize 
my family, my teammates and all my coaches who have been so supportive 
of me along the way. Their support has meant a lot.” 
  Caligiuri scored one of the most memorable goals in United States soc-
cer history when his looping volley from 35 yards out went into the net and 
became the lone goal in a 1-0 victory over Trinidad 
and Tobago in the deciding game for 1990 World Cup 
qualification. That goal lifted the United States into 
the World Cup for the first time since 1950. Caligiuri 
started all seven U.S. World Cup matches in 1990 
and 1994 and played all but 18 minutes. 
  He was also one of the first U.S. players 
to play in the German Bundesliga, and he had a 
six-year Major League Soccer career with the 
Columbus Crew and Los Angeles Galaxy. He helped 
the Galaxy win the Lamar Hunt U.S. Open Cup 
championship in his final Galaxy match in 2001. 
  Caligiuri has been the men’s and women’s 
head soccer coach since retiring as a player in 
2001, leading the women’s team to two straight ap-
pearances in the CCAA Championship Tournament.

University Ranks Fifth in West by 
U.S. News & World Report

CAL POLY POMONA IS RANKED FIFTH ON THE WESTERN REGIONAL 
list of “Top Public Universities-Master’s,” 
according to the U.S. News & World Report’s 
“America’s Best Colleges 2005 Edition.” This des-
ignation is comprised of public schools where the 
highest degree awarded is a bachelor’s or master’s.

Among both public and private universities, in 
the category “Best Universities-Master’s,” the uni-
versity ranked 35th in the top tier of Western univer-
sities with undergraduate and master’s programs.  
  Rankings are calculated by surveying deans 
and senior faculty from schools nationwide who 
rate each program they are familiar with on a 
scale from 1 to 5. Cal Poly Pomona received a peer          
assessment score of 3.2. 

The university’s diversity was also acknowl-
edged. With a diversity index of 0.68 — only 0.05 
from the most diverse university in the nation — Cal 
Poly Pomona boasts the fifth most diverse student 
body in the Western region, in a tie with Houston 
Baptist University.  
  The College of Engineering earned additional 
honors, ranked 14th in the nation on the list of “Best 
Undergraduate Engineering Programs.” 
  “We’ve always been proud of the quality, af-
fordable education we provide at Cal Poly Pomona,” 
says President Michael Ortiz. “Despite the challenge 
of the state fiscal crisis, Cal Poly Pomona remains 
positioned as a premier regional university.” 
  

Bronco 
Golf Classic 

Raises 
$27,000 

for Scholarships 

CSU Names Hearst / CSU Trustees 
Award Winners

 
NEXON SUN, A CAL POLY POMONA JUNIOR MAJORING IN BUSINESS ADMINISTRATION, 
was selected by the California State University as one of 14 student 
winners of the 2004-05 William R. Hearst / CSU Trustees Award for 
Outstanding Achievement. 
  The systemwide award provides $3,000 scholarships to financially 
needy students who demonstrate superior academic performance and 
outstanding volunteer community service. These students have also 
overcome profound personal challenges to achieve academic success.  
  A hard-working honor student, Sun has dedicated himself to mak-
ing the difficult lives of immigrants, like his parents, better by creating 
a business that will hire first-generation immigrants, providing them 
a place in society. Sun also volunteers at the local public library and 
serves as Webmaster for the university’s World Traders Club.

The awards are funded by personal contributions from the CSU 
Board of Trustees and an endowment created by the Hearst Founda-
tion. Since its inception in 1974, 108 students have been honored.

President Ortiz and Roman Gabriel, former 
NFL star who founded the golf classic 

while a Cal Poly Pomona football coach.
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By Jennifer Parsons

BARBARA WAY KNOWS ALL TOO WELL WHAT 
it’s like to feel disconnected from higher 
education. 

Way came from a working-class family 
where “college education just wasn’t 
something that was supposed to be possi-
ble for people like us,” she recalls. After 
high school, she married and began rais-
ing a family. It wasn’t until the age of 32 
that Way decided she was going to attend 
college. She set a goal for herself — by 
the age of 40 she had earned bachelor’s, 
master’s and doctoral degrees and found 
her first career-related job. 

In 1996, Way became dean of Cal Poly 
Pomona’s College of Letters, Arts & Social 
Sciences (CLASS) and made a commitment 
to ensuring that those in underrepresented 
communities realize that college is attainable. 

“I identify with the populations that 
need the university and that can attain 
benefits from just knowing that Cal Poly 
Pomona is interested in them, that there is 
a place for them here,” says Way. 

Under Way’s leadership, CLASS faculty, staff and students have spent the past eight 
years undertaking extensive outreach efforts in the city of Pomona. Efforts are aimed at 
connecting residents to higher education and cultural enrichment, while unmasking the 
community’s true identity to surrounding areas.

It’s probably no surprise that Way’s personal values include a strong dose of 
civic culture.

“Working in the community and giving back is something that all of us should be 
doing,” says Way. “Why Pomona? Because we’re in Pomona.”

From establishing the Cal Poly Pomona Downtown Center to bringing the world-class 
Los Angeles Philharmonic to Pomona, CLASS has intertwined a key theme in the majority 
of its outreach programs — promoting literacy through the arts.

In a study launched in 2003, Pomona was reported as one of the cities with the 
highest English literacy problems within a county that has the highest rate of so-called 
undereducated adults of any major U.S. metropolitan area.* Twenty-five percent of the 
adult population in Pomona has less than a ninth-grade education; 45.1 percent of the 
adult population has not received a high school diploma, and only 9 percent has earned a 
bachelor’s degree, according to the U.S. Census 2000.

“The literacy rate in Pomona is not as high as it could be,” says Jonnie Owens, CLASS 
community relations coordinator. “Utilizing the arts, we’ve created programs to improve 
reading, writing and comprehension skills, and provide cultural enrichment. This is espe-
cially important during these times when the arts are experiencing severe funding cuts in 
the schools.”

Ninth-grader Nika Banzuela (shown 
on the cover with her hand-made mask) 
attended two sessions of the Summer 
Arts Academy at the Downtown Center 
this past summer.

“I didn’t really intend to find a place 
like the Downtown Center,” says Nika’s 
mother, Natividad Banzuela. “All we had 
heard about Pomona was that there were 
a lot of gangs, and it wasn’t a very peace-
ful place.”

Instead, what 14-year-old Nika discov-
ered was an opportunity to find exposure 
to the arts. “She is young and talented, 
and this allowed her to discover even 
more of herself,” says Banzuela.

Nika and her new friends may not 
realize it now, but attending the arts 
academy or after-school programs could 
be the necessary key to considering 
higher education. The academy is just one 
of many ways the university familiarizes 
Pomona residents with lifelong learning.

Through its outreach efforts, the 
university has forged a durable partner-
ship with Pomona city departments, 

schools and businesses. CLASS has become a member of the Cultural Alliance of Pomona 
— which includes representatives from Western University of Health Sciences, Mt. San 
Antonio College, Pomona Unified School District, First Baptist Church of Pomona and other 
community organizations. This alliance has helped provide opportunities for children and 
adults to enjoy world-class performance arts right in the heart of Pomona. 

For the past three years, more than 1,700 Pomona youngsters have been introduced 

to the world of opera with fun, high-energy, interactive demonstration recitals by the L.A. 
Opera. The alliance has also hosted performances by one of the world’s premier orches-
tras, the Los Angeles Philharmonic, at the First Baptist Church of Pomona. 

“The program is very important because it reaches an underserved community that 
may not traditionally have an opportunity to hear this type of music,” says Way. 

Pomona Mayor Edward Cortez says cultural concerts such as these are what “life is 
all about.”

“I was raised on that type of music — the old classics, the old legends, and I know 

College of Letters, Arts & Social Sciences 
Makes Pomona Top Priority in Outreach and Service Learning

REVEALINGa community
“This nation and this economy need 
an educated citizenry. It’s the univer-
sity’s responsibility to make sure 
that education is widely available and 
not just a pipe dream.”

*John Meri, “Study Finds Rampant Illiteracy in L.A. County,” Los Angeles Times, September 9, 2004, B1.
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“The program is very important because it reaches an underserved community 

that may not traditionally have an opportunity to hear this type of music,” says Way. 

Pomona Mayor Edward Cortez says cultural concerts such as these are 

what “life is all about.”

Under Dean Barbara Way’s leadership, CLASS faculty, staff and 
students have undertaken extensive outreach aimed at connecting 
residents to higher education and cultural enrichment.
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the arts are special for children and communities,” he says. “We’re also able to tie in 
these performances with visits to the downtown area. In the end it equates to economic 
development and bettering the lives of people.”

The university established the Downtown Center and other outreach programs in an 
effort to support the redevelopment and revitalization of Pomona, a city that is consid-
ered a socio-economically depressed community in Southern California.

In 2000, 23 percent of Pomona’s population lived below the poverty level, 
compared to a national average of 14.2 percent, according to the U.S. Census. 
In addition, 31.4 percent of Pomona households earned less than $25,000 annu-
ally; the city’s median household income was $40,021, compared to the California 
median of $53,025.   

“When I first came to downtown Pomona, there were tumbleweeds rolling down 
the streets and three-fourths of the shops were boarded up,” recalls George Cuttress, 
a member of the Downtown Center Advisory Board and owner of a custom framing shop 
in downtown Pomona. “Now, look at it. The center’s contributions have gone a long way 
toward the revitalization of this community.”

The once crumbling shopping district has slowly been transformed into a vibrant urban 
village of specialty shops, offices, restaurants and art studios.

Cuttress recognizes another positive outcome from the university’s outreach efforts. 
“Cal Poly Pomona’s presence here gives an air of legitimacy toward the arts,” says the 
Pomona resident. “Many people didn’t take a lot of artists seriously, but when Cal Poly 
Pomona stepped into the picture, people began to take notice of the local art world.”

In turn, the campus receives an ongoing education in the realities and issues faced by the 
city of Pomona. This collaborative university-community partnership fosters a spirit of creativ-
ity, experimentation, diversity and lifelong learning, according to university officials. It serves 

as a center of service learning for Cal Poly 
Pomona’s students, faculty and staff.

“Service learning has a very specific 
focus to help students apply the concepts 
and theories they read in textbooks to 
real-life situations in the community. This 
contributes to an enhanced quality of life 
for residents and improvements in student 
learning,” says Way.

It’s also just about being a good neigh-
bor, says Owens.

“We have a lot of human resources 
in our faculty and students, so we should 
make our community a valuable place to 
be,” she says. “Let’s give something back 
and help enrich this community.”

Although the bulk of the Pomona 
outreach projects have focused on artistic 
enrichment, another aspect of CLASS’ 
endeavors, in partnership with two other 
colleges, is Project Renaissance. This 
program is intended to strengthen and revi-
talize a neglected neighborhood in south 
Pomona, bound by Angela and Chanslor 
streets. Using a $400,000 grant awarded by 
the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban 

Development, a Community Outreach Partnership Center (COPC) has been created to provide 
residents job training, tutoring in literacy and computer skills, and participation in drug and 
violence prevention programs.

“COPC is becoming a model for a lot of our work in Pomona,” says Way. “The program 
is very important because it reaches a socio-economically disadvantaged group of people, 
many who don’t speak English and are undereducated.”

CLASS’ outreach programs are rewarding but difficult to maintain considering all 
of the funding — which totals nearly $250,000 annually — must come from grants 
and donations, not state dollars. Luckily, many community and business members have 
stepped in to support a cause they realize is vital to a prosperous future.

“This nation and this economy need an educated citizenry, and it’s the university’s 
responsibility to make sure that education is widely available,” says Way. “The way we 
begin to do that is tapping into groups and populations who might not think that this kind 
of ivory tower is anything that their children would ever be able to achieve. They need to 
know that attending Cal Poly Pomona is not just a pipe dream.”

Way’s ultimate goal is to help change the reputation of Pomona.
“I want others to see Pomona as an economically vibrant city where young people 

realize their educational opportunities and as a physically rehabilitated city with nice 
neighborhoods that people want to live in,” she says. 

Way is living proof that it’s never too late to make life changes.

To learn more about outreach programs in the College of Letters, 

Arts & Social Sciences, contact the dean’s office at (909) 869-3500 or visit                        

www.class.csupomona.edu.
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three-fourths of 
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talization of this 
community.” 
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“The program is very important because it reaches an underserved community 

that may not traditionally have an opportunity to hear this type of music,” says Way. 
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what “life is all about.”

The university established the Cal Poly Pomona Downtown Center in 2000 to 
help support the redevelopment and revitalization of Pomona. It serves as the 
hub for a variety of community-based programs.

Members of L.A. Opera quartet (Robert McNeil, Heather Calvete, Cynthia Jansen and 
Eli Villanueva) perform during a free sunset concert at Ganesha Park in Pomona. 
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Habitat 21 Develops

 Strategies for 

Sustainable Settlements 

to Ease Plight 

of the Poor and

 Displaced

 By Laurie McLaughlin

AS HE WAS WALKING AROUND A SPRAWLING 
settlement in Tijuana, Ben Lambert realized one 

solution to the tenuous housing situation in this area may 
be in the form of recycled tires. By taking the hundreds of tires 

he saw lying in and around the Rancho Las Flores settlement and filling 
them with sand and concrete, the cast-offs would become low-tech, do-it-

yourself building blocks for sturdy homes. 
“They use the tires quite a lot for retaining walls, and I thought ‘There’s a way to take 

this to the next level,’” says Lambert, an architecture graduate student. “It’s a way to build 
shelter quickly and create a safe, insulated structure.”

Lambert is currently enrolled in an architectural studio class, a follow-up to a course 
he took last year, for which he submitted his schematics for tire shelters. Along with other 
undergraduate and graduate students in assistant professor Irma Ramirez’s architecture 
courses, he has traveled to Rancho Las Flores to do research and create solutions for their 
building and infrastructure problems. 

“In these architecture classes, we are looking at housing and urban issues in 
disadvantaged communities both in the United States and other countries like Mexico,” 
says Ramirez. “The underlying theme is social responsibility in the field of architecture. 
Students consider the needs of the residents and their cultural influences while develop-
ing urban and architectural proposals that improve their living conditions.”

Just beyond the U.S. border, Rancho Las Flores is a makeshift community populated 
by those who have been affected by Mexico’s uneven economy. Many of the settlement’s 
current residents traveled north with the intention of working stateside, and many end 
up staying in the area and subsisting in temporary housing built from scavenged materi-
als. Rancho Las Flores has no infrastructure, such as water or electricity, because it is an 
informal settlement where residents built homes on underutilized land without approval 
from local government agencies. 

A Natural Habitat
Settling in at 300 W. Second St. in the Pomona Arts Colony in 

March 2000, the Cal Poly Pomona Downtown Center has since served 
as the hub for a variety of community-based programs, including the 
Academy for Literacy through the Arts, monthly gallery exhibits and the 
Ennis W. Cosby Child & Family Service Program and Friendmobile. The 
center also provides technology training for teachers and local entre-
preneurs and has teamed up with the Pomona Unified School District to 
provide the PEER THEATER PROJECT and a computer-based English as 
a Second Language program.

The Downtown Center provides opportunities for the university 
and the community to work together to promote the cultural heritage 
of Pomona. Earlier this year, the center served as home to ENVISION-
ING THE FUTURE, the unique collaborative art project with Cal Poly 
Pomona, the Pomona Arts Colony and Millard Sheets Gallery at Fair-
plex. More than 80 local artists, art students and educators worked 
under the guidance of artist Judy Chicago and photographer Donald 
Woodman. The project brought together the art, academic and busi-
ness communities of the Pomona Valley to promote the power of art to 
educate, inspire and advance change.

The FRIENDMOBILE is a mobile unit that helps students and fami-
lies in crisis by providing free diagnostic services for youths up to age 
18 with emotional and behavioral problems, along with counseling, tu-
toring, parenting classes, youth mentors and learning disability support. 

The ACADEMY FOR LITERACY THROUGH THE ARTS includes 

A Closer Look at the Cal Poly Pomona 
       DOWNTOWN CENTER

▼

Design concept developed 
for Rancho Las Flores, 
Tijuana, by students in 
architecture 499.
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after-school classes, such as drum making, drawing, painting, 
dance and introduction to video production, and the SUMMER 
ARTS ACADEMY for middle and high school students. Acad-
emy classes include introduction to theatre, stage and props, 
photography, Web design, Photoshop, creative writing, film 
history and cartooning. Each session culminates in a student 
showcase of talent. Although fees are affordable for most 
families, the College of Letters, Arts & Social Sciences offers 
scholarships to many in the community who are unable to pay.

The Downtown Center includes three art galleries, a 
multipurpose room and a professional theatre equipped 
with lighting and sound that holds up to 90 people. Vari-
ous community groups rent out event space at the center.

The storefront of the Downtown Center houses an active 
gallery space that features FINE ARTS EXHIBITIONS by local 
artists, as well as world renowned artists. Uncommon to the art 
world, artist are invited to submit proposal of their work to be 
considered in the gallery. Artists who are chosen can exhibit 
their work for up to two months at no cost. They are asked to 
donate a suggested 30 percent of their art sales to the Down-
town Center, and that money is used to fund ongoing programs.

Gallery exhibits usually feature opening receptions, 
which are held in conjunction with the ARTS COLONY’S 
SECOND SATURDAY ARTWALK event with free gallery open-
ings, live music, shops and restaurants all in a six block radius.

For more information on the Downtown Center and its 
programs, call (909) 469-0080.



Visits to Rancho Las Flores provide 
the students a better understanding of the 
daily complexities faced by poor, dis-
placed or transient populations. Working 
in concert with the Habitat 21 program 
— the new sustainable settlements 
project at Cal Poly Pomona’s John T. Lyle 
Center for Regenerative Studies — these 
projects are part of the program’s ongoing 

mission to develop, implement and evalu-
ate sustainable settlement strategies for 
disenfranchised communities in lesser-
developed nations. 

“Our aim is to generate strategies 
that engage the local community as 
stakeholders so that they have a vested 
interest in the ideas and tools we share 
with them,” says Kyle D. Brown, director 
of the Lyle Center and associate professor 
of landscape architecture. “The idea is not 
to necessarily import high-tech ideas to 
resolve problems but rather build on the 
existing resources, knowledge and cultural 
practices of the community.” 

Habitat 21 is committed to addressing 
the needs of the nearly one billion people 
around the world who live in dangerous, 
unhealthy and substandard conditions. The 
Rancho Las Flores project is the first of 
what Brown hopes will be many projects 
the program is involved in, including sites in 
Africa and the Middle East. 

Karen Hanna, dean of the College of 

Environmental Design, is a landscape architect who has worked with underserved popula-
tions throughout her career. She brought the Habitat 21 concept with her when she came 
to Cal Poly Pomona two years ago. The program will partner various academic departments 
on campus to provide research with international non-governmental aid organizations to 
provide knowledge of local communities and refugee situations. 

“With Habitat 21, we are using a cultural approach to finding answers to the chal-
lenges these types of populations face,” she says. “This is right in line with what Cal Poly 
Pomona does, learn by doing. It’s also an outreach opportunity that provides students with 
international experience.” 

Ultimately, Habitat 21 will conduct and support research that can be utilized on an 
international level. 

“Right now, we are concentrating on cultivating these partnerships with aid organiza-
tions and other universities, as well as working to attract funded research,” she says. 

One such partnership that Hanna and Cal Poly Pomona formalized last year is with 
Universidad Iberoamericana (UIA) in Tijuana. The architecture students and faculty at UIA 
have conducted research alongside Ramirez and her students. They tour Rancho Las Flores 
together during study visits, and the UIA students help not only with language translation, 
but also interpret some of the cultural customs within the settlement. 

“One of the things our students lack is constant access to these types of communities. 
Students and faculty who live in Tijuana have a local point of view, and 
they assist us in expanding our interpretations of the community through 
their inside perspective on the cultural value system,” says Ramirez. 

As the quarter progresses, students in the studio class will continue to 
travel three hours to Rancho Las Flores with their cameras and sketchbooks 
in hand. Some of the other research projects from last year’s class included 
reclamation of sewage in lieu of a real sewage system; moveable housing 
that could easily and quickly be deployed in the event of evacuation; cre-
ation of public space for social gatherings; and flood mitigation techniques 
since the settlement is set on a flood plain.

Lambert isn’t sure when or how his tire shelter proposal will be 
implemented. As the Habitat 21 program grows with more formalized 
partnerships and grants, there will be funding in the future for projects 
like his. In the meantime, he hopes to organize a town-hall meeting with 

the residents of Rancho Las Flores to 
share his suggested techniques. 

“When I spoke with the residents, 
they were very open to talking about 
what’s going on there. It’s easy to come up 
with the idea, but they are the ones who 
have to live with it.”

Clockwise from bottom left: Students and 
faculty from the Universidad Iberoamericana 
lend a local perspective; students get a birds 
eye view of the Rancho Las Flores settlement; 
tires and salvaged items are often used to 
construct the temporary homes; back on the 
Cal Poly Pomona campus, Quy Le describes 
her experiences at the Tijuana neighborhood 
and Ben Lambert explains his concept to 
classmates and professor Irma Ramirez 
(seated center).
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 Tom Zasadzinski

For more information on Habitat 21, contact the John T. Lyle Center 
for Regenerative Studies at (909) 869-5155 or visit www.habitat21.org.

Tijuana photos courtesy of Habitat 21
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Nearly four decades later, his daughter, Farrah, joined the team as a freshman 
during the program’s winning streak. She continued involvement with the program, 
serving as head delegate of the 2003 team, representing Belize.

“When the opportunity arose, I said I wanted to help a good university with a good 
cause — to keep the Model U.N. team going for many years to come,” says Hassen. 

Since the 1970s, Cal Poly Pomona has sent a student delegation to the annual Na-
tional Model United Nations (NMUN) conference in New York during spring quarter. 
The conference is the largest student-administered conference in the country, and in 
2004, it attracted more than 3,000 students from universities in the United States and 
from 23 different foreign countries. 

“I think that the Cal Poly Pomona students who have gone through this program 
are probably among the most successful and outstanding of our graduates,” says 
Model U.N. Team advisor and history professor John Moore.

Students attending the conference engage in a week-long realistic simulation of 
the United Nations at the actual U.N. headquarters. Delegations, which are assigned 
adoptive countries months before, are briefed by real diplomats from the countries 
they represent. This year, students got an unusual bonus when they were visited by 
current U.N. Secretary-General Kofi Annan and his wife. 

Many students mention one of the biggest challenges is to see issues through 
their adoptive countries.

 “You can’t go to Model U.N. as a U.S. student trying to push U.S. views forward 
as if they are Finnish views,” says former head delegate Jennifer Franco, who served 

on the 2000 team that represented Finland. 
“As a U.S. student, you must go there cleansed of an American identity, who 

now thinks only as a Finnish citizen or Finnish diplomat might think. It’s a very 
tricky process.”

Franco’s 2000 team received the 
conference’s highest honor, an Outstand-
ing Delegation Award, receiving as well 
the Outstanding Position Paper Award, 
which were also garnered in 2004. 
This year, she assumed the prestigious 
position of the NMUN Secretary–Gen-
eral, the top administrator of the entire 
conference. Franco currently works as a 
policy consultant for the Senate Repub-
lican Caucus in Sacramento. 

Many of the students credit Moore 
with their success. 

“The heart of the program is the 
class that we take with Dr. Moore during 
Winter Quarter,” says Farrah Hassen, 
who graduated in 2004. “We study the 
U.N. and its committees, as well as the 
countries we’re assigned to. We learn 
absolutely everything about the country, 
from its national pastime to its foreign 
policy position on issues such as global-
ization, women’s rights and terrorism.”

Building up to the exciting week in 
New York, students begin their rigorous 
work months earlier. Team members, who 
represent a variety of majors on campus, 
must first go through an interview process 
to qualify. The course is structured differ-
ently from a traditional one, with various 
group research assignments culminating 
in position papers that will be submitted to 
the NMUN conference.

Award-winning Model U.N. Program 
Primes Diplomats-in-Training

“These papers are of a high standard and require in-depth research, strong 
analysis of international policies and careful interpretations,” says Moore. “We have 
won the Outstanding Position Paper Award for the past four years, which demon-
strates that our students are at their highest level of competence.”

Because the curriculum is so challenging, students learn early on that interna-
tional career diplomats cannot slack off.

“You don’t get to miss class,” says Moore. “I compare it to being on a basketball 
team. They practice by themselves even when there is no practice. It’s a self-generat-
ing phenomenon — everyone drives each other to the highest level of performance, 
and no one wants to be left behind. It’s a total team experience.”

Moore, who has guided the team since 1977, says the course curriculum includes 
current world and historical affairs, U.N. background and committees, and adoptive 
country research. Students challenge each other to learn their country’s history, poli-
tics, educational system, foreign affairs and global roles. And if that isn’t enough, they 
are also learning about other countries as part of the globalization process. 

“Prior to leaving for competition, we almost always receive a briefing at the Los 
Angeles consulate of the country we are going to represent,” says Moore, who says the 
team usually has lunch at a restaurant that represents the country they are modeling.

“It’s a good way to completely enter the persona of our adoptive country,” he says.
Former team members stress that their Model U.N. experiences were the most 

definitive of their college years. 
“I learned how to research, how to read critically and how to analyze text,” says 

Hassen.  “At the 2003 conference, I had a chance to simulate the Inter-American Court 
of Human Rights as one of the judges. That week, I was able to interpret and apply 
international covenants and conventions. 

“We had a case regarding migrant workers’ rights that Mexico submitted to the 
court. The question was whether legal status had anything to do with human rights 
and whether those human rights should be protected. It was after that simulation that 
I decided to apply to law school and focus on international law,” she says.

Franco and Hassen are among hundreds of Cal Poly Pomona students who con-
tinue to look back on their Model U.N. education, something the Hassen Endowment 
hopes to continue to nourish in future students.

“My experiences in U.N. simulation have strengthened my commitment to 
defend human rights,” says Hassen. “I want to pursue human rights law and hope to 
one day work for the U.N. tribunal.”

Global Learning

Basking in the glow of their awards at New York landmarks, the 2004 Model U.N. 
team (left page) represented Syria while the 2001 team (top) represented Costa Rica; 
alumna Jennifer Franco (left) headed up the 2000 Finland team and also served in the 
top position of secretary-general in 2004.

History professor and team 
advisor John Moore with 
alumna Farrah Hassen, who 
was head delegate in 2003. 

 T
om

 Z
as

ad
zi

ns
ki

 T
om

 Z
as

ad
zi

ns
ki

14    PolyTrends | FALL 2004 | WINTER 2005 PolyTrends | FALL 2004| WINTER 2005      15

By Jennifer Olds-Huffman

Good things usually come in threes, 
but for Cal Poly Pomona’s Model United 
Nations team, good things definitely 
come in higher denominations. For the 
last seven years, the university’s Model 
U.N. Team has excelled in international 
competition, bringing home an impres-
sive number of awards year after year.

Thanks to a generous alumnus’ gift 
of $50,000, to be matched by other private 
funds, an endowment was established 
last spring to support the Model U.N. 
program. This endowment will provide 
funds to help successive teams compete 
in the unique program to experience 
international diplomacy firsthand.

“I first heard about the Model Unit-
ed Nations program when my college 
roommate was on the team,” says engi-

neering alumnus and 
university supporter 
Khaled Hassen ’68. 
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Engineering technology professor Tom Tice led a group of students involved in the 
Construction Engineering Management Association to construct the P and to refur-
bish the existing CP.

While the hillside has taken on an additional letter, the traditional look and feel 
of the CPP has not changed. 

“Alumni who come back to the university — whether they are from the 50s, 70s 
or 90s — are always looking for certain visual landmarks such as the CP on the hill,” 
says Simons. “Some alumni who have been back could swear that the second P has 
always been there, and that’s how we know that the changes were not so radical.”

This year, Cal Poly Pomona student clubs continue a four-decade tradition of hik-
ing up the hill to paint the block letters in bright colors 

and festive designs. The only difference 
is now they bring a little more 

paint with them.
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During the late fifties, Warren “Skip” Tyler and his college classmates decided they 
wanted to do something that would really distinguish Cal Poly Pomona’s identity in the 
surrounding communities. A group of about 50 students trekked up a steep, rocky hill 
above the campus and, using about 300 gallons of cement, dozens of hoes and picks, 
and a bulldozer, formed the letters CP that are still seen and painted on the university’s 
hillside today.

The university celebrated a milestone this past June when, nearly five decades later, an 
additional P for Pomona was added to the landmark CP on the hill.

While much has changed on campus since the original CP was built, there are still 
many mainstays at Cal Poly Pomona, including the university’s hallmark learn-by-doing 
philosophy, a strong sense of community, the Arabian horse heritage and more. 

“No matter how much time passes, there are some things that are just a part of the 
university’s identity,” says Ron Simons, associate vice president for development, who 
has been at the university — either as a student or administrator — for nearly 45 years. 
“Even though we’ve gone from a small all-male college with only three agricultural 
majors to a broad and diverse university, there is still a strong sense of family with our 
students and alumni.”

The original CP project was spearheaded during the 1957-58 academic year by Tyler, 
who served as president of Cal Poly Pomona’s Interclub Council and ASB vice president. 
Dozens of students helped to complete construction of the concrete CP letters during the 
1958-59 academic year. The engineering club was responsible for drawing and laying out the 
plans and forming a foundation for the sign; other students hauled cement and rock donated 
by a local company up the hill.

“There was a growing tradition all around the country for many schools and cities to have 
their initials on a hill somewhere,” recalls Tyler. “We decided to put up good-sized letters in a 
prime location on Kellogg Hill where people driving up Valley Boulevard could see them.

“We had to work fast, but we had a lot of fun,” he recalls.

identity,” says Rachiel Lucero, project coordinator.
The third concrete letter was unveiled at a ribbon-cutting ceremony last summer. 

Nearly 70 faculty, staff, students and alumni attended the historic event at Kellogg 
West to celebrate the addition and renovation of the university’s CPP on the hill. 
  The Cal Poly Pomona Alumni Association, under the guidance of past board 
member Lowell Overton, organized the project to add the “P” as a legacy to retired 
President Bob H. Suzuki and his wife, Agnes, who were concerned about the mistak-
ing of the two Cal Polys.

Similar to Tyler’s project in the fifties, dozens of current students from various 
disciplines were involved in the creation of the additional P. The design of the letter 
was created by art student Katie Sullivan, who submitted her plan into a contest 
for art professor Sarah Meyer’s graphic design / typography 
class. Sullivan’s design was chosen from 79 entries. 

W R I T T E N  I N  S T O N E
Painting the CPP letters 
on Kellogg Hill is done by 

campus clubs that sign up for 
the opportunity to leave their 

mark. For those who have never 
experienced this firsthand, they 

may never fully appreciate the 
effort it takes to get the job done. 

Consider these facts:

is for POMONA

Hillside 
Letters 

Represent 
Both 

PAST 
and 

PRESENT

By Jennifer Parsons
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The CPP concrete letters are approximately 30 feet by 40 feet.

Nearly 25 gallons of paint are needed to cover all three letters. 

During the academic year, students paint the letters an average of once a week.

It takes about two hours to paint the letters with the help of 12 students and four mops.

With supplies in tow, painters have to hike nearly 430 feet to reach the letters.

The plan to add another P was 
intended to alleviate public confusion 
between Cal Poly Pomona and Cal Poly 
San Luis Obispo. From 1938 to 1966, 
California State Polytechnic College 
was one institution with two campuses 
— one in San Luis Obispo and the other 
in San Dimas (later moved to Pomona). 
Even after the institutions detached to 
form separate colleges, they continued 
to bear the same abbreviated name, 
“Cal Poly,” which became a continued 
source of confusion.

“By adding this additional P, 
Pomona will be included in our name 
always, and it is easier to have our own 



By Betty Ortiz

WHAT AN AMAZING YEAR IT’S BEEN! BETWEEN 
living in the guest house of Kellogg House 
Pomona for the first six months then transi-
tioning down to the Manor House, our first 
year at Cal Poly Pomona has been a very 
“moving” experience. In many ways, we 
were newlyweds for the second time around. 

The Manor House is an important 
part of the university’s history. While we 
were preparing our move into the house, I 
was proud to take the executive commit-
tee of the Academic Senate on a tour, 
detailing the planned renovations. We 
later hosted members for lunch, allow-
ing them to share in the pride that we 
have for our new home. It is a university 

“This has been one of the most 

wonderful years of my life. I love 

meeting all the students, professors 

and staff. What has impressed me 

the most is the number of people 

I meet who not only attended school 

here but are now employees 

at the university.””

Betty Ortiz shares a moment with 
several Renaissance Scholars at 
Manor House; daughter Megan 
attends a university function for 
donors with her parents; handing 
out thousands of wieners at the 
annual Hot Dog Caper in the fall is 
no small task.

treasure. Much of the credit for the renovation goes the facilities management staff. I have 
been very impressed with the dedication and skill of this group of people who have helped 
revive the house. It is a pleasure to open the door to this magnificent place to anyone who 
wants to see it. It comes alive when it is full of people.

In the course of learning about Cal Poly Pomona, I have become acquainted with many 
people on campus. The Renaissance Scholars are truly a special group. They are young 
men and women who have emancipated from the foster care system and are now attend-
ing college. The scholarship event in their honor had me and many others in tears. To hear 
their touching stories will make your heart burst. We had a picnic for this group, and I 
was overwhelmed when they presented us with a beautiful bonsai tree with an inscribed 
plaque. I greatly admire and respect the strength of these students and how they have 
overcome obstacles and challenges. 

One of the strengths of this university is the support provided by its many benefactors 
and friends. The President’s Council Scholars dinner was a wonderful evening as we recog-
nized some outstanding students and the “heroes” who sponsor these scholarships. During 
my brief tenure, I have met numerous supporters of the university and am awestruck by 
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CAMPUS 
PERSPECTIVE

their commitment to the campus community and our students. This has 
empowered Cal Poly Pomona to evolve into one of the finest universities 
in the state. In my role as a university ambassador, I have the privilege of 
becoming friends with many of these people. 

Serving the community is one of my priorities, so I lent support to the 
new charter School of Arts and Enterprise in downtown Pomona, the Cal 
Poly Pomona Downtown Center and Partners in Education. These are groups 
that are serving the greater community, positioning the university in an important way.

Cal Poly Pomona is a campus of traditions — the Rose Float, Hot Dog Caper, Founders’ 
Celebration, Fall Conference, Pumpkin Festival, our beautiful Arabian horses, Bronco-     
Fusion, and of course, all the athletic, theater and art events. This has been one of the most 
wonderful years of my life. I love meeting all the students, professors and staff at these and 
other events. What has impressed me the most is the number of people I meet who not only 
attended school here but also are employees at the university. 

Living on campus gives us a unique experience, and we have the biggest front yard in 
Pomona! Our dog, Piglet, loves to visit the duck pond and meet the students. Walking on 
this beautiful campus is a joy, and we appreciate how well kept it is. Now if Cal Trans can 
just clean up our freeway exit at Kellogg!

The 2004-05 year is going to be a great one, and I hope to get acquainted with all of 
you. Go Broncos!

Betty and Mike Ortiz joined the Cal Poly Pomona family in August 2003. President Ortiz is 

the university’s fifth president.



By Jennifer Olds-Huffman

Guitar music is deeply 
ingrained in the American 
musical consciousness, 
encompassing genres that 
range from folk to funk to 
rock. The name that is syn-
onymous with guitar music 
is Fender, the instrument of 
choice for beginning musi-
cians and megastars alike. 

“When you think ‘Fend-
er,’ you think Americana,” 
says industrial engineering 
alumnus Al Guzman, currently 
the senior vice president of 
operations at Fender USA. 
“The name has been around 
since the 1930s, and it packs a his-
torical punch. A Fender guitar isn’t just 
any guitar — it’s a name brand associated 
with the American tradition as identifiable as a 
T-Bird or Corvette. It’s an icon.”

Guzman’s role is to supervise the manufactur-
ing end of the musical instruments that have made 
Fender the leading guitar-maker in the world. Fender 
USA currently employs more than 2,000 people world-
wide and produces about 9,000 guitars a month.

He started at Fender soon after graduating from Cal 
Poly Pomona. Then owned by CBS, the company stopped manufacturing guitars in the 
United States in 1985, causing Guzman to leave for other industrial arenas. However, 
Fender USA, a private company, was formed in 1985 and began producing guitars 
again in 1986. Guzman was delighted to return. 

Guitars such as the American Standard Stratocaster, Fender’s best-selling 
instrument, are available in a number of semi-custom configurations, including necks 
made of maple or rosewood, as well as a variety of colors and trim options. A second 
product line, the Fender amplifiers, features high-end tube and solid state amplifiers.

Fender guitars are considered an art form, and each model begins in the design 
room. Once the initial design is created, the manufacturing team devises a cost-effective 

      By Laurie McLaughlin

FOR SEVERAL MONTHS, ARTIST JENNIFER LEONG WAS DEEP IN THE WORLD OF THE HOGWARTS 
School of Wizardry and Witchcraft. Commissioned by Warner Bros.’ consumer 

products and merchandising department to illustrate the characters from the 
“Harry Potter and the Prisoner of Azkaban” movie based on J.K. Rowling’s book, 
Leong found herself giving two-dimensional life to Harry Potter, his friends Ron 

Weasley and Hermione Granger, and a host of other magical and mysteri-
ous personalities from the popular series. 

“The project took hours and hours,” says Leong, who 
worked on the more than 40 Potter paintings at the dining room 

table in her Pasadena bungalow. 
“For five months, it was really all I 

did.” Of course, she was also sworn to 
secrecy. “I signed a thick confidentiality 
agreement,” she says. “And the experience 
itself was sort of mysterious because a 
messenger would leave each project at my 
door . . . I wasn’t supposed to show people 
what I was doing, but I was so busy, I 
didn’t have time to see anyone anyway.”

The invisibility cloak has now been 
lifted, and her work can be found in toy 
departments around the country on the 
packaging of all sorts of Harry Potter-
related merchandise: board games, card 
sets, sticker books, calendars and other 
ephemera promoting the books and mov-
ies. When she’s in Target, Leong is thrilled 
to see her paintings on the merchandise 
— an image of Buckbeak, the half-horse, 
half-bird hippogriff that saves the day; 
Hagrid, the Hogwarts groundskeeper in 
his big furry coat; and, of course, Harry, 
Ron and Hermione barely escaping from 
another scrape with “You-Know-Who.” 

“I had no idea what products they 
were going to use the paintings for, so ev-
ery time I see one, it’s as much a surprise 
to me as anyone,” she says as she displays 

a collection of games she’s acquired. “But, 
I do buy them.”

Before another wave of Potter 
projects begins pending the fourth movie 
release, Leong, who graduated from Cal 
Poly Pomona in 1999 with a bachelor’s 
in communications with an emphasis in 
advertising / public relations, is blending 
her two primary passions: working with 
animals and painting. Since graduating 
in 2002 from the Art Center College of 

Animal Lover and Artist 

JENNIFER LEONG ’99

Works on Popular 

Harry Potter Series
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“I spend time with the 
animals I paint and 
their owners to get to 
know the personality 
of the pet.”

“A Fender guitar isn’t just any guitar — it’s a name 
brand associated with the American tradition as 
identifiable as a T-Bird or Corvette. It’s an icon.”(please see page 24)
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AL GUZMAN ’83 Rocks
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handed down through generations, says Schilling. 
“But I did save the museum millions of dollars. So, my salary is justified here for 

the next 100 years,” he says with a laugh.
Schilling has been with GCI since 1983, when he answered a classified ad while 

completing his bachelor’s in chemistry at Cal Poly Pomona. 
“The title of the ad caught my eye — ‘assistant scientist job’  — which was a 

rare request,” he says.
He got the job and has seen the department not only grow, but also move to its 

present location as part of the expansive Getty Center complex above the hills of the 
Sepulveda Pass overlooking Malibu and West Los Angeles. 

Schilling is now one of the institute’s senior scientists, and his charge is to help 
curators and conservators analyze and preserve works of art. One area to which he 

devotes a great deal of time is researching contemporary paints and 
what they are made of. 

“This will serve future curators and conservators because they’ll know 
what artists of our time used to create their masterpieces,” says Schilling, 
who also earned his master’s in chemistry from the university in 1990. “Our 
function is analogous to the medical world: the art object is the patient; the 
conservator is the doctor, and we’re the medical lab.”

The GCI lab is quite impressive, with state-of-the-art equipment 
and a staff of 25. Because analytical samples from works of art are often 
no larger than the size of a hole made from a straight pin, Schilling and 
his colleagues have earned a reputation for refining the usual labora-
tory test procedures, such as gas chromatography (which identifies the 
organic content in a specimen such as paint) to accommodate minus-
cule bits of paint, clay, brick or adhesive painstakingly taken from a 
discreet spot in the artwork. 

His expertise is chemical analysis, and his profession has taken 
him all over the world, including the Valley of the Queens, near Luxor, 
Egypt. There he twice visited the tomb of Queen Nefertari, where 
he measured the colors of the wall paintings — all that is left of the 
elaborate 3,200-year-old tomb that has been plundered in antiquity. 

Closer to home, Schilling and his colleagues contributed the sci-
ence behind the conservation of the once controversial 1932 América 
Tropical mural by artist David Alfaro Siqueiros on a wall at Olvera 
Street in Los Angeles. The artist painted a crucified Mexican Indian on 
a cross with a pair of sharpshooters shooting at the American eagle 
perched above the Indian’s head. Because of objections to the imag-
ery, the mural was whitewashed, which ironically may have helped 
preserve it over time. When conservators began their work 60 years 
later, Schilling’s team of scientists found that Siqueiros had not used 
automotive paint, as was believed, but instead used dry pigments and 
rubbed them into the wet cement in a technique similar to fresco. 

Currently, Schilling is working with two Cal Poly Pomona chemis-
try graduate students Jesus Jimenez and Casey Greet on paints that 
have recently entered the art-supply marketplace. 

“These are products that are supposed to be similar to oil paints, 
but they are water-mixable and may be cleaned at the faucet rather 
than using paint thinner,” he says. The students will run the products 
through extensive analysis to determine what ingredients are in the 
new innovation. “This is the first work of its kind on this paint, and 
our students will be the first to publish their findings on this type of 
research,” says Schilling.

Analyze This
WINDIE SCOTT ’74  
Continues to Lead

By Jennifer Olds-Huffman

WINDIE SCOTT FIRST MARCHED INTO HISTORY WEARING A 
tartan skirt and carrying a trumpet for the Sacred Heart 
Academy marching band. This may not seem significant 
except that Scott was one of three children selected from 
a segregated Catholic school in Biloxi, Miss., to integrate 
the previously all-white Sacred Heart Academy in 1967. 
Although Brown v. Board of Education was decided in 
1954, it took more than 10 years to be implemented in 
the South, and the first schools to experience desegre-
gation were the private parochial schools such as Our 
Mother of Sorrows.

“I look at the picture of me in my band uniform, 
and it forces me to remember how far I have come,” 
says Scott, a deputy state controller and vice presi-
dent of the California State Bar….

To read the full profile on Windie 

Scott ’74, political science, be sure to 

read the December / January issue of 

Poly @lumni. If you are not receiving this 

e-magazine — packed with informa-

tion on events, profiles, campus news, 

class notes and much more — sign 

up at www.calpolypomonaalumni.com. 

For more information, call the Office of 

Alumni Affairs at (909) 869-2963 or e-mail 

cpalumni@csupomona.edu.
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Tom Zasadzinski

Tom Zasadzinski

“It looked authentic to me, and it looked authentic 
to the curators and conservators, but I did save the 
museum millions of dollars.” 
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MICHAEL SCHILLING ‘83, ‘90 
Helps Identify and Preserve Valuable Masterpieces

Marching On

By Laurie McLaughlin

More than 20 years ago, one of 
Mike Schilling’s first assignments 
for what is now the Getty Conserva-
tion Institute (GCI) was verifying the 
authenticity of a painting depicting 
the Madonna and Child. The Getty was 
planning to purchase the apparent 14th-
century work of art for a sizeable sum. 

“It looked authentic to me, and it 
looked authentic to the curators and 
conservators,” says Schilling. 

After 50 tests using an X-ray fluo-
rescence spectrometer, a non-invasive 
machine that identifies the elements in 
a specimen without actually touching or 
harming it, he detected elements from 
pigments that weren’t available in the 
14th century; instead, it was most likely a 
reproduction created in the 19th century.

“Truthfully, it probably was not a 
forgery but a replica commissioned by a 
wealthy person in the style of a master,” 
and the painting most likely lost its 
ersatz provenance over time as it was 
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Permanent 

Art Collection 

Is Impressive

Despite Limited

 Archival Space 

By Pam Noles

Much of the working life of Dr. Therese Mahoney consists of 
hidden treasures. As curator of the University Permanent Art Collec-
tion Archive, Mahoney oversees an impressive gathering of works: 
precious watercolors by Arthur Dove, tiny ivory figures carved in 19th-
century Japan and everyday items from the mid-20th century such as a 
chubby vacuum cleaner with a ring around its sphere, making it look 
like a ‘50s pop futurist’s vision of tomorrow.

The archive, Cal Poly Pomona’s permanent art collection, began 
with a donation of 42 pieces in 1962 and has grown to comprise more 
than 1,000 pieces. Because the archive has no permanent showcase, 
its holdings are in painting storage racks, flat files and boxes upon 
boxes stored throughout campus — in space totaling less than 1,000 
square feet.

“As curator, when I go to the Ink & Clay show to see the prize win-
ners, I’m always hoping they’ll be something small,” Mahoney says, jok-
ingly. “My thought is always, ‘where is it going to fit?’ Maybe that’s why I 
like the miniatures — 200 pieces, and they can fit in a small area.”

Those miniatures are part of the Raymond Burr / Robert Benevides 
Collection, one of the four components of the archive. An eclectic 
group created by a donation from the actor, its holdings include 19th 
century lithographs from Germany and a wide assortment of 18th and 
19th century pieces from Japan, including woodcuts, sword guards and 
200 netsuke, delightfully tiny carvings of ivory, bone or wood.

ADVANCING THE
UNIVERSITY

▼

(LEONG continued from page 21)

(GUZMAN continued from page 21)

plan for the entire production process, determining 
whether the guitar can be made using existing equip-
ment and optimal processes to help keep manufactur-
ing costs down. 

“We want to always adhere to the design of the gui-
tar, but we have to make sure that the guitar is designed 
for manufacturing,” says Guzman. “You can have a really 
nice-looking guitar, but if you can’t produce them on a 
consistent basis, it doesn’t make much sense.”

Within the Fender USA factory in Corona is the 
custom shop, which manufactures those special, one-
of-a-kind instruments that end up on magazine covers 
and in rock-and-roll calendars throughout the world. At 
the custom shop, the sky is the limit. Customers work 
closely with designers, selecting customized paint jobs, 
exotic woods, unique shapes and more. 

“When you buy a Fender guitar, you’re buying 
history,” says Guzman, who helped the university make 
history last year by arranging for the donation of a 
Fender FR 50 Resonator Sunburst guitar to be played by 
the Smothers Brothers and then auctioned at Founders’ 
Celebration. The proceeds helped fund scholarships 
and programs to benefit students. 

Guzman, who notes that his education at Cal 
Poly Pomona gave him a running start in industrial 
engineering, also guest lectures at area schools, 
introducing students to the world of manufacturing. 
Just as musicians are passionate about their music, 
Guzman is equally so about the manufacturing pro-
cess. Industry, he says, it what you make it.

“Some of our employees are touring musicians, 
some are guitar teachers, and some have a great 
time playing chords in their garage,” he says. “The 
thing about Fender is that we all have a passion for 
what we produce. It’s more than just a product. We’re 
producing a dream.”
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This fall, 
the Office of 

Alumni Affairs launched 
“Cal Poly Pomona 

Alumni Connections.” 
Alumni will be able to find former classmates, 

update their addresses and search for 
or post jobs through the Career Center. 

Personal identification numbers and passwords 
will be mailed in the coming months. 

For more information, call 
(909) 869-2963 or e-mail 
cpalumni@csupomona.edu.
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Design in Pasadena, Leong has been using her signature style 
— a technique that is reminiscent of the old masters — to cre-
ate commissioned oil paintings for pet owners and magazines.  

Her first subject was her own dog, Grimis, a pit bull with a 
gentle spirit that she rescued from the pound. 

“I painted him for my thesis project,” says Leong, who 
also owns birds and a horse. 

With the encouragement of her thesis professor, she 
continued with animal portraiture and now has a large portfolio 
and a long waiting list of clients. 

“I spend time with the animals I paint and their owners to 
get to know the personality of the pet” as well as the surround-
ings they live in. One portrait features Taz and Chamba, two 
Chihuahuas in what looks like a rustic setting from a century 
past. They are actually pets belonging to a neighbor. 

“We wanted to do something that looked very ‘Pasadena’ 
with a garden setting on a typical California afternoon,” says 

Leong, who also volunteers with the Pasadena Humane 
Society and fosters dogs looking for new owners. 

One of her celebrity clients is Pocket, a 
Chihuahua / dachshund mix whose latest portrait 
features him wearing a top hat. In fact, he 
wouldn’t be out of place in a Harry Potter story.
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Abstract Expressionist, 
Dadaist and Surrealist prints are 
among holdings in the Dee Roy 
and Mary M. Jones Memorial Art 
Collection, established by alum-
nus Jim Jones for his parents, 
which also features winning 
pieces from the university’s pres-
tigious annual Ink & Clay show. 
This portion also showcases the 
emerging technology of digital art, 

culled from the university’s juried 
“DPI” competition.

Famed Ojai potter Beatrice 
Wood is the primary focus of the 

Bruce Jewett Ceramic Collection. Wood 
is central to the American Dada move-

ment, and 25 of her lustrous ceramics are 
featured in the collection.

Then there are the more than 200 mass-produced 
objects within the Channing Gilson Industrial Design Collection and Archive. Its 
toasters, television sets, chairs, clocks and adding machines celebrate the unique and 
groundbreaking forms everyday objects can take when designers unleash their artistic 
vision to challenge the possibilities brought by technological advances. The collection 
also includes rare personal papers and drawings of Jean Otis Reinecke, the industrial 
designer whose creations include the ubiquitous Scotch tape dispenser.

Far from being a gathering of thrift store fodder, the Gilson collection is a valu-
able exercise in memory. Mahoney remembers when a water fountain common 
in older high schools was exhibited, and people kept walking up to it expecting it 
to work. That sort of personal encounter helps people connect these items to the      
context of their cultural heritage, recognizing them not just as form but                        
 as part of their personal experience.

“These things are in danger of 
disappearing; they’re vanishing from our 
landscape,” Mahoney says.

Professor Maren Henderson, who 
teaches art history, agrees. The Gilson 
collection is among the most significant 
industrial design collections west of the 
Mississippi, she says. Henderson regu-
larly brings her students to look at the 
items as part of course work to deepen 
their understanding.

“It’s marvelous to be able to take 
students over there and have them experi-
ence these pieces,” Henderson says. 
“Industrial design is the idea of progress, 
technology and art coming together to 
improve our lives.”

More than a collection of pretty 
items, the University Permanent Art Col-
lection Archive is a working repository. 
The paintings, sculpture and other ob-
jects are fundamental to the university’s 
mission to support teaching, research 
and preservation.

Mahoney is excited that some of the 
Japanese prints archived were exam-

 New Endowments to be Matched 
 up to $5,000 Each

AT A RECENT MEETING OF THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS FOR THE CAL POLY 
Pomona University Educational Trust (UET), a decision was 
made to set aside $200,000 from an unrestricted reserve to 
fund a $5,000 incentive award to any newly established 
named endowment of $10,000 or more. To date, a little more 
than half the funds have already been claimed. The $5,000 
awards will continue on a “first-come, first-served” basis until 
the entire $200,000 allocation has been depleted.

A named endowment at the donor’s discretion may 
be set up for a variety of support programs to include 
scholarships, faculty assistance, research, and equipment 
purchases — just to name a few. Endowments are set in 
perpetuity, where the principal will never be spent, and 
only the earnings may be used for the intended purpose. 

During the past six years, more than 200 separate 
endowments have been set up at Cal Poly Pomona with a 
principal total of just over $21 million and growing.  

 For more information on how you can take advantage of 

this special and limited offer, please contact

RON SIMONS Associate Vice President for Development

CALL (800) 722-5765 or (909) 869-4996 

E-MAIL rrsimons@csupomona.edu

MAIL Cal Poly Pomona, 3801 W. Temple Ave., Pomona, CA 91768
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Incentive Award 
Launched

(Clockwise from top left) A lusterware 
pottery item from the Beatrice Wood 
collection; student David Barillas 
gazes at a glazed clay ceramic 
piece by Steve Nabalin, exhibited in 
the University Library; a print from 
the Peter Pan Portfolio by Arthur 
Rackham; curator of the permanent 
art archive Therese Mahoney displays 
an original lithograph of “Cheval 
Mourant” by Pablo Picasso.

ined by students for the first time this fall, as part of a course.
“When students can hear about things in their art history 

class and see them in person, it’s a whole different feel,” she 
says. “When you have the work of art in front of you, you see 
things you can’t really get from looking in a book or at a slide.”

Mahoney enjoys bringing the art out of storage to be 
experienced. Because the collection has no permanent home, 
the works are usually seen only through museum loans, stu-
dent coursework or by setting up displays at various locations 
throughout campus. At present, the archive is not open to the 
general public, but some ceramics from the collection are on 
display in the University Library.

The curator’s dream is to have a space where scholars and 
students could conduct research, and the public has a viewing 
area where the university could share some of the archive’s 
treasures through rotating displays.

“That’s my ideal, if I could have anything I’ve ever wanted,” 
Mahoney says. “As curators, we always want more space.”

For more information on how to support the archive, contact 
Carrie Geurts, director of development for the College of Environmental 
Design, at (909) 869-4468 or e-mail clgeurts@csupomona.edu.



SATURDAY, MARCH 5, 2005

PACIFIC PALMS RESORT, 
CITY OF INDUSTRY

Through Dec. 24
HOLIDAY GIFT PACKS AND    
POINSETTIAS

The Farm Store at 
Kellogg Ranch 
(909) 869-4906

Dec. 26 to 31
CAL POLY ROSE FLOAT DECO WEEK

Brookside Tent, Pasadena 
(909) 869-3642

Monthly through May
ARABIAN HORSE SHOW AND TRAINING CLINICS

First Sunday of each month
W.K. Kellogg Arabian Horse Center
2 p.m.
(909) 869-4988

Jan. 6 to Feb. 18
INK & CLAY 31 
W. Keith and Janet Kellogg 
University Art Gallery
(909) 869-4301

Jan. 8
“A COMEDY OF ERRORS” THEATRICAL READING 
DIRECTED BY LISA WOLPE

Cal Poly Pomona Downtown Center
7 p.m.
(909) 469-0080

Jan. 27
ENGINEERING / HI-TECH JOB FAIR

Kellogg Gym
11 a.m. to 3 p.m.
(909) 869-2341

Feb. 10
HER STORY — A SALUTE TO 
WOMEN IN SPORTS

The Restaurant at Kellogg Ranch
11:30 a.m. to 1 p.m.
(909) 869-2825

Feb. 12
NATIONAL GIRLS AND WOMEN IN 
SPORTS DAY INCLUDING WOMEN’S 
BASKETBALL VS. CAL STATE L.A.
Kellogg Gym
5 p.m. to 7:30 p.m.
(909) 869-2810

Feb. 17
HOSPITALITY CAREER EXPO

Collins School of Hospitality Management
10 a.m. to 2 p.m.
(909) 869-2341

Feb. 24 and 25
APPAREL NEWS DAY

Apparel Technology Building
(909) 869-3377

Feb. 25
HILDA SOLIS SCHOLARSHIP DINNER AND 
RECEPTION

Bronco Student Center
(909) 869-5035 

Feb. 25 to March 6 
“TWELFTH NIGHT” THEATRE PRODUCTION

University Theatre
(909) 869-3800

Feb. 26
ENGINEERING OPEN HOUSE

College of Engineering
www.csupomona.edu/~engineering

March 5
FOUNDERS’ CELEBRATION FEATURING 
GLEN CAMPBELL

Pacific Palms Resort, City of Industry
5 p.m.
(909) 869-4852

April 7
EDUCATION EXPO . . . TEACHER JOB FAIR

Bronco Student Center
1 p.m. to 5 p.m.
(909) 869-2341

April 9
“AS YOU LIKE IT” THEATRICAL READING 
DIRECTED BY LINDA BISESTI

Cal Poly Pomona Downtown Center
7 p.m.
(909) 469-0080

April 15
GOLDEN LEAVES AWARDS

University Library
Noon
(909) 869-3086

April 21
CAREER DAY . . . MAKING CONNECTIONS

University Quad
10 a.m. to 3 p.m.
(909) 869-2341

April 29
DISTINGUISHED ALUMNI AWARDS DINNER

The Restaurant at Kellogg Ranch 
6 p.m. to 8:30 p.m.

(909) 869-2963
 

May 20
ENGINEERING 
PROJECTS 
SYMPOSIUM

College of 
Engineering
7 a.m. to 1 p.m.
(909) 869-2600

May 13 to 22
“FUDDY MEERS” THEATRE PRODUCTION

University Theatre
(909) 869-3800

MEN’S BASKETBALL VS. BYU, HAWAII

West Region showdown
Monday, Jan. 3  7:30 p.m.

PACK THE GYM NIGHT

W/MEN’S BASKETBALL VS. CSU SAN BERNARDINO

Friday, Jan. 21  5:30/7:30 p.m.

W/MEN’S BASKETBALL VS. CSU BAKERSFIELD

Friday, Feb. 11  5:30/7:30 p.m.

BASEBALL DOUBLEHEADER VS. CSU SAN BERNARDINO

Saturday, Feb. 26  11 a.m.

The following concerts are in the Music 
Recital Hall at 8 p.m. Admission is $7. For 
more information or a complete list of per-
formances, call (909) 869-3554 or visit 
www.class.csupomona.edu/mu.

Jan. 28 
CHARLES LINDSLEY MEMORIAL VOCAL     
SCHOLARSHIP FUND-RAISER

Feb. 5 
LORI HUFF FACULTY RECITAL, SAXOPHONE

March 8 
CAL POLY POMONA JAZZ BAND

BRONCO 
ATHLETICS

Below is a select listing of upcoming events. 
For information on these or other home games, call 
(909) 869-2812, or visit www.csupomona.edu/~athletic.

NOTEWORTHY

C A L  P O L Y  P O M O N A  P R E S E N T S

Performing at Founders’ Celebration, 
Cal Poly Pomona’s premier social and support gala

Reservations will be accepted through Feb. 4, 2005, or until filled.
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The following upcoming events are open to the public. Campus parking costs $5. 
For more calendar information, visit http://polycentric.csupomona.edu, and click on 
“What’s happening at Cal Poly Pomona.”

EVENTS 
CALENDAR
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Private table for 10 starting at $3,500      
Individual seats $375

IRS regulations require the deduction of $85 from
 your donation for each individual seat.

For more information or to make 
reservations, call 
(909) 869-4852 

or visit 
www.founderscelebration.com

Proceeds from 
Founders’ Celebration help 

fund student scholarships and 
academic enrichment.



C A L  P O L Y  P O M O N A

Office of Public Affairs

3801 W. Temple Ave.

Cal Poly Pomona

Pomona, CA 91768

ATTENTION 
ALUMNI 

PARENTS: 
Please share 

new addresses of 
sons and daughters 

who are 
Cal Poly Pomona 

graduates.

CALL (800) 722-5765
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U.S. Postage

PAID
Cal Poly Pomona

This original 1935 ARTHUR DOVE watercolor, Garden Forms, 
is part of the university’s permanent art collection. (See story on page 25). 

Dove is considered a pioneer in the development of abstract art in the United States.
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