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HIGHLIGHTS
University Receives 
High Marks for Value and 
Scholarships

In the 2016 PayScale 
College Return on Investment 
rankings, Cal Poly Pomona 
alumni shine when it comes to 
their pay in the workforce. The 
report compares the salaries 
of college graduates 20 years 
after they earn their degree. 

Cal Poly Pomona ranks No. 
88 among public universities 
nationwide for awarding 
scholarships and fellowships, 
according to The GoodCall 2016 
Best Schools for Scholarships 
Report. The survey, which 
shows that the university is 
playing a key role in offsetting 
tuition costs, found that Cal Poly 
Pomona awarded an average of 
$4,495 to students. 

Campus Making Progress 
in Black Students’ 
Academic Success

A recent study by the 
Education Trust highlights 
the university’s significant 
strides in improving academic 
success among black students. 
Cal Poly Pomona ranked 
ninth best at improving the 
graduation rates of its African 
American students out of the 
232 institutions examined in 
the study, “Rising Tide II: Do 
Black Students Benefit as Grad   
Rates Increase?” 

At Cal Poly Pomona, 
the gap in graduation rates 
between white and black 
students was reduced by 
almost 11 points, placing 
it just ahead of Cal State 
Fullerton and just behind 
Miami University-Oxford 

in Ohio. That’s significant 
progress, but there remains 
an graduation gap of about 8 
percentage points. 

In all, eight of the CSUs 
made it into the top rankings. 
They are: San Diego State 
(No. 1), Chico State (No. 4), Cal 
Poly Pomona (No. 9), Cal State 
Fullerton (No. 10), Cal State 
Long Beach (No. 25), San 
Francisco State (No. 42), San 
Jose State (No. 48) and Cal 
State Northridge (No. 52).

Collins College Celebrates 
$10-Million Expansion

The Collins College of 
Hospitality Management’s 
$10-million expansion opened 
for classes in spring 2016. 
The 12,000-square-foot 
building was entirely funded 
by donors and earned LEED 
Gold Certification from the 
U.S. Green Building Council. 
The designation recognizes 
best-in-class practices for 
sustainable building design 
and construction. 

“This new building will 
serve as a centerpiece of 
excellence for undergraduate 
and graduate education, and 
is a beacon for future leaders 
in the industry,” President 
Soraya M. Coley says. “If our 
graduates are to continue to 
be in high demand — and 
they are — they need to have 
access to the best learning 
environment we can offer.”

Building 80 is made 
possible through the 
generosity of distinguished 
donors Jim and Carol Collins, 
Andrew and Peggy Cherng, 
the J. Willard and Alice S. 

Marriott Foundation, and Hae 
and Shina Park. The expansion 
includes classrooms, a grab-n-
go cafe and student commons, 
faculty offices, a conference 
room, and work stations for 
teacher’s assistants. 

Historic Investiture for 
President Coley

Soraya M. Coley was 
officially conferred as Cal Poly 
Pomona’s sixth president at 
the Investiture ceremony on 
Feb. 5. An audience of more 
than 1,000 packed Kellogg 
Gym to witness the event, 
which included a processional 
that featured university leaders 
from across the country, 
campus representatives, civic 
leaders and colleagues from 
other academic institutions. 

The president and her 

husband, Ron Coley, cemented 
their lifelong commitment to 
Cal Poly Pomona’s mission 
by establishing the Ron and 
Soraya Coley Endowment 
Fund, pledging $100,000 to it.

Rose Float Continues 
Award-Winning Tradition 

Sweet Shenanigans, the 
2016 Cal Poly Universities 
Rose Float, won the Lathrop 
K. Leishman Award for Most 
Beautiful Non-Commercial 
Float in the 127th Rose Parade.

Covered in more than 
46,000 flowers, the float 
featured eight giant gummy 
bears playing among super-
sized scoops of ice cream and 
giant lollipops. The 68-year 
partnership between Cal Poly 
Pomona and Cal Poly San Luis 
Obispo has yielded 56 awards. 

President Soraya M. Coley is flanked by CSU 
Chancellor Timothy White, left, and Presidents Emeriti 
J. Michael Ortiz and Bob Suzuki at the Investiture.
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OUR STUDENTS
Hispanic . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .39%

Asian . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 24%

White . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 20%

Other . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 8%

International Students . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 6%

Black/African American . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3%

American Indian/Native Alaskan . . . . . . . . .0.2%

Hawaiian/Pacific Islander . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 0.1%


