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THINGS ARE GETTING A BIT ROCKY! 
The Mesozoic Garden Learning Center 

 

Preparations are underway for the outdoor classroom in the 

Mesozoic Garden Learning Center… and BioTrek went shopping!  A 

team of volunteers from the Geology, Landscape Architecture, and 

Biology departments have selected Mesozoic-age stones that will 

serve as seating in the garden. Color, shape, size, composition, and 

geologic characteristics were carefully considered in choosing 

each boulder.  Meanwhile. landscape architecture graduate 

student 

volunteers have 

generously 

contributed 

their expertise in 

drafting the 

design.  We are 

on a roll!   

 

SPECIAL FEATURE: OUR DOCENTS 
Meet the BIO 488S Docents! 

 

BioTrek provides environmental education to visitors of all ages. 

The capstone service-learning course, BIO 488S Interpretation of 

Science, trains our very 

own biology students to 

communicate the value 

of nature to the local 

community. If it were not for our student docents, we would not 

be able to provide such a valuable service to thousands of visitors 

each year. Thank you docents! 

We also extend our congratulations to five of our summer 

students who received a professional certification through the 

National Association of Interpretation. 
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[BIOTREKKIES] 

[VISIT BIOTREK!] 

Free Open House Days!   

Doors will be open from 

12noon-4pm, with docents 

available for free BioTrek tours.  

When:  November 19th 

January 21st   

February 18th  

April 21st    

May 19th  

Parking is available in Lot M. 

Saturday Parking Fee: $3/vehicle  

Tours at BioTrek! 

BioTrek Tours are also available 

Tuesdays and Thursdays 10-

11:50 am by appointment for 

large K-12 school and 

community groups of 40 or 

more people.  For tour 

schedules, please contact 

Curator Mike Brown at 

mabrown@csupomona.edu 

Tour Fee: $6/person. 
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SCOPING OUT THE PLACE 
Shovelnose Catfish Snatches Spectacles! 

 

Our shovelnose catfish must be trying to get a better perspective 

on things…  The glasses-eating catfish snatched up our volunteer’s 

glasses when they fell in the water!  The catfish completely swallowed 

her glasses, refusing to give them up until high and dry “on-shore” 

where it “regurgitated” them back.  Perhaps the catfish was just 

jealous of our “spectacled caiman.”

WHAT’S A “KURNER”? 
Behind the Scenes of a Meadow  

 

Our BioTrekkie Robert Kurner grew meadow sedges, grasses, 

and wildflowers from seed over the summer for our new 

meadow.  The grass to meadow conversion is scheduled to start 

later this fall.  Keep an eye out for the elusive “Kurner” at-work 

among the new plantings! 

CROP CIRCLES AT CAL POLY? 
Orange ones no less! 

 

If you noticed the appearance of strange fluorescent 

orange circles near Building 3, do not be alarmed!  We are 

simply gearing up for the start of the Mesozoic Garden Learning 

Center.  These particular circles outline the future outdoor 

classroom!   

 

GRANTS ARE BACK! 
FEDCO Classroom Enrichment Fund 

Please check out our website for more information on how a FEDCO grant could sponsor your visit!  

Website: http://www.csupomona.edu/~biotrek 
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BioTrek is an education-based project that reaches out to K-12 and college students, and 

other community members, emphasizing the need to share knowledge, values and behaviors 

that support biological sustainability on a finite Earth. 

 

CRITTER CHATTER 
The Latest News from the Wild 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Feisty hummingbirds are 

showing us their tongues! 

FALL has arrived!  Leave it to the 

California buckwheat (Eriogonum 

fasciculatum) to give us a sneak 

peak at fall colors… 

The new plant labels received a 

stamp of approval from the locals. 

The most pressing 

question on 

everyone’s mind is:  

or dancing? 

Dinner… 

The garden spiders report healthy insect activity 

from their perch high up in the garden 


