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A GIFT TO THE FUTURE, FOR THE 
GARDEN OF THE PAST  
Thank You Class of 2011! 

 

BioTrek is deeply grateful to the Class of 2011 for their gift to 

the campus.  The graduating class will generously provide an 

outdoor classroom in the Mesozoic Garden Learning Center.   

We are particularly thankful to Ashkan Abbasian and Brittny 

Betts, both of whom are experienced BioTrek docents.  Ashkan 

was instrumental in fundraising for the class gift. It was an honor 

to have them present the gift on behalf of the graduating class. 

 

AT THE HEART OF BIOTREK 
Congratulations Emily Shuk Man Ho! 

 

We congratulate our very own Emily Ho in recieving the Biological 

Sciences Harold Lint Memorial Scholarship in recognition of the work she does 

in botanical research, interpretation, and environmental conservation.  Emily 

works countless hours behind the scenes, interpreting for BioTrek visitors and 

caring for our plant and animal residents,   BioTrek thanks Emily for all her 

dedication. 

SPECIAL FEATURE: OUR VOLUNTEERS 
Meet Jena Portanova! 

 

The time and care that our volunteers invest into BioTrek is invaluable. This 

summer, we feature our volunteer Jena Portanova.  Jena is a recent 

graduate, a new graduate student, an aspiring ethnobotanist, Botanicus 

Club founder, McNair Scholar, and BioTrek volunteer!  Her contributions to 

BioTrek have allowed us to generate a collection of hundreds of 

photographs, as well as formatting them, for new plant signage in the 

Ethnobotany Learning Center.  Thank you Jena! 
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BioTrek is an education-based project that reaches out to K-12 and college students, and 

other community members, emphasizing the need to share knowledge, values and behaviors 

that support biological sustainability on a finite Earth. 

 

CRITTER CHATTER 
BioTrek Spots Wild Animal Activity 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

WANTED: Be on the lookout for 

a vandal  stealing walnuts! 

Feisty hummingbirds are 

showing us their tongues! 

Some birds keep trying to 

pry open the front door… 

Others are just show-offs! 

Meanwhile, the newest red-

tailed catfish has made itself at 

home in the rainforest. 


