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PROJECT BLUE 
100% Design Stage! 

 

Project Blue has reached 100% of the design stage! The final design 

uncovers and guides the site’s natural systems to allow the landscape to 

return to what it once may have been. Non-native vegetation will be 

removed and water will flow and form ponds along the pathway. Native 

trees, shrubs, and perennials will shade the stream and provide vital habitat.  

The Kellogg Creek that feeds this riparian community will become a place 

that features significant scientific, cultural, and historic attributes of a scarce 

commodity in Southern California – water! BioTrek will help bring this vision into 

action so that we can all experience the value of our riparian environment, 

providing habitat for wildlife, improving water quality through natural 

biofiltration mechanisms, controlling surface runoff and erosion, moderating 

temperatures, and inspiring learning-by-doing. Construction is expected to 

begin during Winter 2017. 
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OUR CAIMAN ARE LOOKING FOR NAMES! 
New Cuvier’s Dwarf Caiman Come to BioTrek 

The search is on! We are asking all our BioTrekkies to help us name our two new dwarf caiman. Dwarf 

caiman occur in tropical central and northern South American freshwater habitats like forested rivers and 

areas of flooded forest around lakes. Cuvier's dwarf caiman are mainly nocturnal and are important 

predators in their environments. Both of our new caiman are females. 

 

If you have name ideas, please 

nominate them for each caiman and 

we will put our favorites up for a vote! 

You can propose suggested names 

on our Facebook page 

(www.facebook.com/biotrekCPP) or 

send us a quick email with the 

subject “Caiman Names” to 

biotrek@cpp.edu. We look forward to 

your submissions! 

 
 

 
BIOTREK – REFRESHED! 
Tables, Paint, and New Cases 

 

BioTrek is getting a needed 

refresher in its indoor office areas 

and in our Biodiversity 

Conservation Museum thanks to 

recent donations. We received 

two new display cases that will 

showcase biodiversity around the 

world. The College of Science 

provided a set of conference 

tables for use in our rainforest 

overlook and office spaces. This is 

a great complement to the recent 

repainting of our indoor spaces.  

Biodiversity Conservation Museum 
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BioTrek is an education-based project that reaches out to K-12 and college students, government 

leaders, and other community members, emphasizing the need to share knowledge, values and 

behaviors that support biological sustainability on a finite Earth. 

 

FEATURING THE MILKWEED 
Asclepias and Monarchs 

 

BioTrek’s Ethnobotany Learning Center is a Certified Wildlife 

Habitat through the National Wildlife Federation’s “Garden for 

Wildlife” program – and the Monarch Butterflies seem to appreciate 

that! The Monarch Butterfly (Danaus plexippus) is an iconic pollinator 

covering thousands of miles during their annual migration. We have 

recently spotted them among our Milkweed Plants (Asclepias sp), a 

preferred host plant for this species. This year BioTrek will bulk up this 

budding butterfly garden area to continue to 

provide the habitat requirements of Monarchs 

and many other species. 

 

FEATURING SWEETSCENT 
Pluchea odorata 

As you walk past the Palm Oasis along 

Camphor Lane, keep your eyes and noses open 

for Sweetscent (also known as shrubby 

camphorweed and fleabane). It is a plant of moist 

places including freshwater springs/marshes and 

other seasonally moist places. It also occurs along 

major drainages.  

One of the best features of Sweetscent, other 

than its scent, are the “…clouds of pink-violet-

purple flowers that seem to float like clouds above 

the pastel foliage.” The sweet scent of the flowers - 

and the abundant nectar - attract a wide range 

of insects. Insect visitors include smaller butterflies, 

native bees, and honey bees.   

 

 

 

Monarch Butterfly Larva 

Sweetscent in Bloom! 


