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It has been an exciting year at the
College of Business
Administration, one that has been
filled with academic excellence
and generous contributions from
alumni and friends. Many of this
year's notable activities have been
included in the stories below. I
hope you take the time to read
them.
 
This e-newsletter is part of a
greater effort to communicate directly with our dedicated
alumni and friends. There is often negative news about the
California State University system in the media concerning
budget problems and rising tuition costs. I want you to feel
assured that despite the state budget crisis, our business
faculty members continue to deliver the high quality
education our students demand. To my delight, our most
ambitious students surpass our highest expectations.
 
Sincerely,  
Richard S. Lapidus
Dean, College of Business Administration 



COLLEGE NEWS 

CBA Maintains Prestigious Accreditation
 

The College of Business Administration at Cal Poly Pomona has maintained its business
accreditation by AACSB International-The Association to Advance Collegiate Schools of
Business.
 
Less than 5 percent of business schools worldwide have earned this distinguished
hallmark of excellence in management education. 
 

Read more.   
 

  
   

 
Record-breaking Attendance at CBA Commencement Ceremony  
 

Record-breaking crowds descended onto Cal Poly Pomona on June 11 to celebrate
the 55th annual Commencement ceremony for the College of Business
Administration.

The 11,000 seats quickly filled for the 9 a.m. ceremony as family, friends and loved
ones watched our graduates enter the next stage of their lives and prepare to make
their mark on the world.  
 
Read more.  
 

 
 

 
Students Display Business Skills in New Web Reality Show  
 

For a month, a select group of students applied their business skills in ways they never
imagined. They were solving real business problems and interacting with executives and
corporate recruiters all while being filmed by an aspiring director doing her first Web
show.

After nine students had been told to "return to the classroom," Matthew Martin, an
international business and marketing student, won the competition. 

"It feels amazing," Martin says. "I entered this competition to get some career
experience, network professionally and pump up my resume. I have achieved all of

those goals and more."  
 
Learn more about the competition.  
 



Business Complex Update 

When Dean Richard Lapidus stood in front of the
future home of the College of Business Administration
a little more than a year ago, there was nothing but
empty land.

Now, in just 15 months, the site has transformed. The
3-building complex is more than 60 percent complete,
says Project Manager Chi Kwan Fong.

Walls are being painted and windows are being
installed as work continues with the mechanical, electrical and plumbing aspects of construction. Also, the
complex's signature canopy - made of copper and cedar - is in the process of being installed.

"These buildings are designed to complement our learn-by-doing approach to education," Dean Lapidus says.
"I'm looking forward to the day when students will be able to take classes here."

Construction is on track to be complete by February 2012.  Then, the site will go through a series of safety
tests and evaluations before faculty and staff move in during summer 2012. Students can begin taking classes
in fall 2012.

CBA has been planning for a new facility for more than a decade. Due to state budget woes, construction on
the complex suffered setbacks, but university officials, state lawmakers and the CSU Chancellor's Office
fought for its completion. The $30 million project is predominately funded by the voter-approved California
Proposition 1D -- The Kindergarten-University Public Education Facilities Bond Act of 2006 -- as well as
donations from foundations and private donors.  

Marketing Class Connects Students with Entertainment Executives

Tatiana Guerrero may only be a student but for 45 minutes she had the
eyes and ears of a movie producer, a director and a financier.

The executives wanted to know how Generation Y would promote two of
their films and Guerrero, along with 29 other students in Marketing the
Movies class, offered valuable suggestions.  

Read more.      

ALUMNI NEWS

Dallas Businessman Donates $1 Million



Alumnus and former Cal Poly Pomona lecturer J. Douglas Ramsey ('82, finance,
real estate and law) has pledged $1 million to the College of Business
Administration in an effort to dramatically transform learn-by-doing
opportunities for finance students.  

Ramsey's donation will create the Dr. J. Douglas Ramsey Financial Markets
Room in the new CBA building complex when it opens in 2012. The room will
be equipped with hardware and software used by financial analysts and
portfolio managers. The remainder of the gift will create the college's first
student-managed investment fund, providing a unique opportunity for finance

students to oversee a portfolio using real money.

"Cal Poly Pomona gave me the skills to be successful, so there was never any question in my mind that I was
going to give back," says Ramsey who was named the College of Business Administration Distinguished
Alumnus in 1996. "I'm glad this gift will help future generations of students."  

Read more. 

 Alumnus Provides Scholarships for Distinguished Students 

Retired business executive D. Scott Mercer ('76, accounting) will provide two
fully-funded scholarships to business majors beginning fall 2011.

The pledge will cover tuition and fees for two College of Business
Administration students every year they are at Cal Poly Pomona provided
they take a full-course load and maintain at least a 3.0 grade point average. 

Read more. 

FACULTY SPOTLIGHT

A chance conversation between Associate Professor Olukemi "Kemi" Sawyerr of
the College of Business Administration and Associate Professor Winny Dong of the
College of Engineering has created one of the most collaborative projects on
campus. Poly Presents is both a class and a company that enables students to
introduce a new product into the marketplace. The class has successfully sold
viscoplastic fluid snow globes and antibacterial paint by relying on Cal Poly
Pomona's greatest strengths: innovative technology and talented students.

Professor Sawyerr spoke with CBA's Public Affairs Officer Marisa Demers to talk
about Poly Presents.



What is Poly Presents? 

Sawyerr: Poly Presents is a startup company run by Cal Poly Pomona business and engineering majors. The
students take a new technology through product development and full commercialization. It's unique in that
most engineering entrepreneurship programs across the nation typically only go as far as the planning stage.
Students do not get the opportunity to implement their plan. In Poly Presents, the students have to execute
the plan they have developed.

Read more. 

STUDENT SPOTLIGHT 
Rayzel Rosales is a recent graduate from the Technology and Operations
Management (TOM) Department who was active in the Association of
Technology and Operations Management Students (ATOMS) and served
as president of the Council of Supply Chain Management Professionals
(CSCMP). The Long Beach native is now an inventory planner for MagTek
Inc. 

Rosales met with CBA's Public Affairs Officer Marisa Demers just weeks
before graduation and explained how her education and involvement in
extracurricular activities positioned her for success in the job market. 

What has been your favorite learn by doing experience?

Rosales: I would have to say our clubs. We organize industry tours where
we all carpool and go visit a warehouse or distribution center. Derrick Ong has done a great job arranging all
these tours. He arranged for tours with Coca-Cola and Golden State Foods, which distributes food for large
companies like McDonald's. 

These tours greatly complement our coursework. In class, you have a book and you read it, you memorize it
and you do a few logistical routing problems. You think, "OK, I get it." But then you go to the warehouse or
distribution center and you get to talk to someone who has been in it for 30 years and that person can give
you new insight. You can talk about a conveyance or cross docking in a book but they don't make sense unless
you go see it yourself.  

Read more. 

Faculty in the News 

"Our students incur lower tuition costs, assume smaller loan balances and earn higher salaries. The demand
for our students reflects the quality of the programs and the qualifications of the faculty." --Finance Professor
Majed Muhtaseb in an Inland Valley Daily Bulletin article on the high salaries of Cal Poly Pomona graduates.    

"The innocent spouse rule is probably one of the most litigated statutes in the history of the tax code."    --
Accounting Professor David L. Rice in a Wall Street Journal article on a popular tax code loophole.   

"Security, especially in today's world, is kind of an after-thought. Good web surfing habits are just as important



as good driving habits." -- Computer Information Systems  Adjunct Professor Brandon Brown in the Inland
Valley Daily Bulletin on the proliferation of Web sniffing.   
 
"No bank or reputable company will ask you to send user names or passwords." -- Computer Information
Systems Professor Dan Manson in The (San Bernardino) Sun on the major security breach affecting millions of
Sony PlayStation customers. 
 
"I have not seen any solid studies that indicate that the cited gain in productivity are both real and large." --
Computer Information Systems Professor Ralph Westfall in PC Today on the productivity of telecommuting
workers. 
 
"I think people are just cooking less. That's a trend Stater Bros. and other markets have to look out for." --
Management Professor Stanley Abraham in The (San Bernardino) Sun in an article about how Stater Bros. has
managed to stay in business for 75 years.  
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