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Meaning of the Degree Cal Poly Pomona Anthropology 

This section is about the structure 
of the degree, its components and 
its expectations. 

Our major attracts a wide variety of interests, goals, and plans on 
the part of students.  It accommodates the pre-professional 
anthropologists who attend graduate school, the applied 
anthropologists who enter the many employment positions 
outside the academy, and the liberal arts students who are 
looking for a broad-based major that will strengthen their 
participation in the general opportunity structure.  The two 
options, in General Anthropology and Cultural Resource 
Management (CRM), assist students in aligning themselves with 
these different kinds of career objectives, without confining them.  
Majors tend to be high-performing academically, and emerge 
from the university with strong writing, analytical, quantitative, 
and research skills.  The program emphasizes critical thinking, 
the traditional holistic approach of anthropology, qualitative and 
quantitative research, a global/international awareness of public 
affairs and issues in the 21st century, community engagement, and 
a basic knowledge of both the scientific and humanistic 
dimensions of the four sub-fields of the discipline.  
 
Our anthropology program distinguishes itself from most with a 
BS rather than the usual BA degree. It features a balanced four 
field curriculum with an applied focus, an international and 
project-based pedagogy, a hands-on learning approach (high 
impact practices), and faculty recognized as excellent teacher-
scholars.  Both freshman and community college transfer 
students entering the program are interested in and enthusiastic 
about the career paths and advanced study opportunities.  They 
enter the program with various levels of skills and preparations, 
but the driving vision of the combination of a) the core sequence 
for all, b) core sequences specific to the options, and c) variety of 
elective support courses chosen with students’ advisors helps 
them succeed in the program, whatever their background.  
Numerous advising workshops offered by the department help 
produce a common foundation and opportunities to specialize.   
 
The mission and goals of our program mesh well with those of 
both the university and CLASS.  As a polytechnic university the 
over-arching mission of Cal Poly Pomona is to advance learning 
and knowledge by linking theory and practice in all disciplines, as 
well as prepare students for lifelong learning, leadership, and 
careers in a changing multicultural world. The Anthropology 
Program embodies this identity; our field already has one foot in 
the sciences and the other in the humanities, and both hands on 
community, lab, field, internship, and other applied and technical 
experiences.  For more details about the department mission, visit 
our website www.cpp.edu/class/ga.  
 
 
 
 

 
Describe the generic degree and what 
makes your degree at CPP distinct. 
 
Describe how the degree aligns with 
the university vision, values, and 
outcomes. 
 
Describe your entering students’ 
abilities and your graduates’ 
culminating skills. 
 
Describe the curricular and co-
curricular components that you have 
put into place to achieve your 
expectations. 
 

http://www.cpp.edu/class/ga


Quality of the Degree Cal Poly Pomona Anthropology 
This section is about the alignment 
of the degree program with the 
expectations. 

The major offers a traditional four-field anthropology curriculum, 
with an applied focus.  We achieve this through a variety of high-
impact practices, such as field trips, community-based research, 
in-class interactive analysis, laboratory training, on-line and 
hybrid classes, field training courses along with theoretical and 
discourse-based pedagogy.  The students read and write 
extensively, carry out individual and team research projects, and 
are encouraged to engage in any of the following types of 
opportunities: field schools, study abroad, internships, research 
with a professor, and community work or research.  Both options 
require students to gain a regional expertise (or more than one), 
along with a comprehensive, comparative global context for the 
understanding of particular cultures and issues.  The student 
organization for anthropology majors emphasizes volunteerism 
and application of the knowledge they gain in school. 
 
Students completing the program are expected to obtain a broad 
foundation in the four fields of anthropology (cultural, biological, 
linguistic, and archaeology) while developing skills in scientific 
methodology (SLO1); using holistic perspectives (SLO2); 
demonstrating knowledge of and sensitivity to cultural and 
environmental values (SLO3); applying abstract models (SLO4); 
and identifying and utilizing themes found in the social science 
disciplines, especially anthropology.  More detailed SLOs are 
listed at (https://www.cpp.edu/~class/geography-
anthropology/docs/ANT_SLO.pdf.  We employ a sequential 
structure of introductory courses in the four sub-fields followed 
by parallel upper division courses that enable mastery of each 
area. Key parts of the curriculum that ensure students are able to 
master these SLOs include research designs, collection of 
anthropological data in the field, laboratory analyses, and courses 
focused on both theory and method. 

 
Describe (don’t just list) your learning 
outcomes, the levels that you have set 
for graduates, and how they align with 
your expectations. 
 
Describe how the curricular and co-
curricular components of the program 
help students to meet the 
expectations and learning outcomes. 
 

Integrity of the Degree Cal Poly Pomona Anthropology 
This section is about the assurance 
that the degree is meeting the 
expectations. 

Student success in achieving program SLOs are tracked and 
measured by various assessment tools.  Competency levels of 
transfer students and sophomores entering the junior level are 
assessed by their performances in key courses/assignments.  
Seniors are required to develop a digital academic portfolio 
organized by SLOs for the Senior Colloquium.  They also write a 
reflective essay asking them to assess their academic 
performance and to characterize the major program, and another 
one laying out their career plans and ways of achieving their 
goals.  Both qualitative and quantitative senior surveys are 
conducted every year.  GWT test data, assessment meetings 
involving faculty and students, alumni survey, and external 
review in the program review process all contribute data to 
assess the quality of the program. These data are reviewed by 
department faculty during periodic program assessment retreats 
as well as annual compilation of an assessment report to evaluate 
students’ achievement levels and to identify areas needing 
improvement.  
 

 
Describe the assessment that you 
have put into place to measure 
whether the curricular and co-
curricular components are meeting 
their purposes. 
 
Describe the assessment that you 
have put into place to measure to 
what extent the program is achieving 
its expectations and learning 
outcomes at the desired levels. 
 

https://www.cpp.edu/~class/geography-anthropology/docs/ANT_SLO.pdf
https://www.cpp.edu/~class/geography-anthropology/docs/ANT_SLO.pdf


Describe the feedback that you collect, 
internally and externally, to support 
your assessment. 
 

Our students do well.  The majority of them consistently meet the 
SLOs as evidenced by the portfolios, their performances in key 
courses/assignments, and reflected in the other data and 
indicators.  This claim is also supported by the fact that our 
students are accepted into highly competitive internships, field 
schools, master and Ph.D. graduate programs, and offered jobs in 
various government agencies, non-profit organizations, and 
private companies.  Our graduates can be found around the globe, 
in education, development, research, government and non-
governmental organizations, business. 
 
For more Anthropology assessment visit 
https://www.cpp.edu/~class/geography-

anthropology/about/anthropology-learning-outcomes.shtml   
 
 

https://www.cpp.edu/~class/geography-anthropology/about/anthropology-learning-outcomes.shtml
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