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COURSE OUTLINE 

 

I. Catalog Description 

 

 MU 134 Voice Class (1) 

  

 Beginning and intermediate instruction in singing.  Basic techniques with emphasis on breath 

 techniques, tone production, diction, and song performances.  1 lecture.  May be repeated for a  

 total of 3 credits.  No previous experience required. 

 

II. Required Background 

 

 None. 

 

III. Expected Outcomes 

 

 Students will acquire an understanding of: 

1. basic techniques of vocal production  

2. proper breath support, resonance, diction, and tone production.   

 

Students will be able to perform simple songs. 

 

IV. Texts and Readings 

 

 Bunch, Meribeth and Cynthia Vaughn.  The Singing Book. New York:  W. W.  Norton & Company,   

  2004. , 

 Selected songs from a variety of sources of folk, popular, musical theater, and classical traditions.   

  

V.   Minimum Student Materials 

  

 Textbook, recording device (optional).  

 

VI.   Minimum College Facilities 

 

 A classroom with a piano and access to practice rooms. 

 

VII. Course Outline 

 

 1.  Preparation to sing including proper posture, throat relaxation exercises, and breath support. 

 2.  Phonation including the production of singing tone, resonance, correct attack and release of the 

 singing tone, volume, timbre, and the position of the larynx. 



 3.  Discussion of voice types and registration.  How to control the break. 

 4.  Articulation and diction with emphasis on vowel placement. 

 5.  Coordinating the vocal technique.  Dealing with tension, legato technique, extending pitch and 

 dynamic ranges, developing vibrato. 

 6.  Performance and expression.  Coping with nervousness, how to memorize, choosing the right song 

 for your voice. 

 

VIII.   Instructional Methods  

 

1. lectures and demonstrations  

2. assigned readings from the text.   

3. Students will be expected to perform solo songs throughout the quarter  

 

IX. Evaluation of Outcomes 

 

 Evaluation of periodic solo performances and final exam (performance).  

 

    

 

       

     


