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     COURSE OUTLINE 
 
I. Catalogue Description 
 
 MU 301 Structure of Music: Advanced Music Theory (3) 
 
 Study of chromatic harmony including Augmented 6th chords and chromatic modulation;  
 evolution and re-ordering of musical elements in the 20th Century including expanded 
 use of rhythm and meters, free tonality, atonality, bi-tonality, symmetry, multi-layered 
 techniques, minimalist techniques. 3 hours lecture/problem solving. Prerequisite: MU 122 
 
II. Required Background or Experience 
 
 MU 122 
 
III. Expected Outcomes 
 
 Students will learn how to recognize, write, and perform:  

1. Chromatic harmony including Augmented 6th chords and chromatic modulation 
2. Evolution and re-ordering of musical elements in the 20th Century including: 

a.) expanded use of rhythm and meters 
b.) free tonality, atonality, bi-tonality 
c.) symmetry 
d.) multi-layered techniques 
e.) ultra-rationalism 
f.) minimalist techniques 

3.  and will further develop written music theory and analysis.  
   4.  be further able to analyze, identify and describe form, style and expressive elements 
in music with an understanding of compositional devices, harmonic progressions, and 
cadences. 

5.  as well as to understand and apply compositional techniques and textures, and be 
able to harmonize melodies and create melodic and rhythmic compositions. 
   6.   and progress towards reading and notating music at an advanced level, including 
full instrumental and choral scores, as well as towards an understanding of arranging 
music for voices and various acoustic or electronic instruments. 

7.  and will consider and apply techniques of orchestration and transposition, and 
address potential performance issues in musical scores, with a view towards conducting 
techniques. 
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IV. Text and Readings 
 
 Bach, J.S, 371 Four-Part Chorales, Vol. 1,  
 Burkhart, Charles Anthology for Musical Analysis, 6th Edition, Schirmer: 2007.    
 Kostka, Stefan & Dorothy Payne Tonal Harmony, 6th Edition, McGraw-Hill: 2008.  
 Kostka, Stefan & Dorothy Payne Workboook for Tonal Harmony, 6th Edition, McGraw-
 Hill: 2008. 
 
V. Minimum Student Materials 
  
 Music manuscript paper and pencil. 
  
VI. Minimum College Facilities 
 
 Classroom for lecture/problem solving sessions. 
 
VII. Course Outline 
 
 1. Chords in minor keys:  i, ii, ii dim., III, III+, iv, IV, v, V, bVI, vi dim., bVII, vii dim. 
     Typically used inversions. 
 2. Secondary dominant functioning chords in minor keys. Typically used inversions. 
 3. Chord progressions and chord prolongations. 
 4. Chord progressions found in music of the romantic period, jazz, functional and non-                        
     functional rock styles and other related styles.  
 5. Modulations to the super-tonic and mediant keys. 
 6. Music using chords from both major and minor keys. 
 7. Chromatic modulations and modulations to chromatic keys. 
 
VIII. Instructional Methods 
 
 1.Lectures 

2.Discussions 
3.Listening and analysis. 

 4.Students will complete assignments involving written homework and computer assisted                 
 drill and practice. 
 5.Students will complete exams involving writing music 
 
IX. Evaluation of Outcomes 
 
 Students will be evaluated on: 

1. Their completion of computer assignments. 
 2. Their completion of written musical assignments. 
 3. Their completed mid-term and final tests. 
 


