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    COURSE OUTLINE 
 
I. Catalogue Description 
 
 MU 321A  Musicianship  (1 unit) 
   

Drill and practice of sight-reading skills and rhythmic, melodic and harmonic dictation 
including computer assisted tutoring.  2 hours activity. Prerequisite: MU 122.  

 
II. Required Background or Experience 
 
 Music 223 or equivalent. 
 
III. Expected Outcomes 
 
 Students will improve their skills above a minimum standard in: 
 1.  Aural recognition and notation of rhythms, melodies and harmonies. 

2. Sight singing. 
3.  aural musicianship and aural analysis skills, including the ability to transcribe musical 
excerpts and to detect errors in musical performances.  
4.  analyze, identify and describe form, style and expressive elements in music with an 
understanding of compositional devices, harmonic progressions, and cadences. 
5.  understand and apply compositional techniques and textures. 
6.   progress towards reading and notating music at an advanced level, including full 
instrumental and choral scores, as well as towards an understanding of arranging music 
for voices and various acoustic or electronic instruments. 
7.  consider and apply techniques of orchestration and transposition, and address potential 
performance issues in musical scores, with a view towards conducting techniques. 
 

 
IV. Text and Readings 
 
 Ottman, Robert W. Music for Sight singing , 5th ed., Prentice Hall,  Englewood Cliffs,  
 NJ, 2001 
 Blombach, Ann K.,MacGamut, MacGamut Music Software, Inc. 
 
 
V. Minimum Student Materials 
 
 Text, computer software, music manuscript paper and pencil. 
 
VI. Minimum College Materials 
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 Classroom with piano, audiovisual equipment, computer lab. 
 
VII. Course Outline 
 
 I. Sight Singing and Melodic Dictation 
 
 1. Level 1: 4 Phrases, #4 (V/V) pitch content, I (non-adjacent arpeggios), dotted 8/16 
 simple  meter durations, 8/16/16/16/16 compound meter durations, major and minor 
 tonalities 
 2. Level 2: 4 phrases, #5  (V/vi) pitch content, I (non-adjacent arpeggios), dotted 8/16 
 simple meter durations, 8/16/16/16/16 compound meter durations, major tonality 

3. Level 3: 4 Phrases, b7  (V7/IV) pitch content, V (non-adjacent arpeggios), 16/dotted 
8th simple meter durations, 16/16/16/16/8 compound meter durations, major and minor 
tonalities 

 4. Level 4: 4 Phrases, #1 (V/ii) pitch content, V (non-adjacent arpeggios), 16/dotted 8th 
 simple meter durations, 16/16/16/16/8 compound meter durations, major tonality 
 5. Level 5: 4 Phrases, #2 (V/iii) pitch content, IV (non-adjacent arpeggios), 16/dotted 8th 
 simple  meter durations, 16/16/16/16/8 compound meter durations, major tonality 
 6. Level 6: 2 Phrases, b3  (borrowed i) pitch content, 16/8/16 simple meter durations, 
 16/8/8/16 compound meter durations, major tonality 
 7. Level 7: 2 Phrases, b6  (borrowed iv) pitch content, 16/8/16 simple meter durations, 
 16/8/8/16 compound meter durations, major tonality 
 8. Level 8: 2 Phrases, b7  (borrowed v) pitch content, 16/8/16 simple meter durations, 
 16/8/8/16 compound meter durations, major tonality 
  
 II. Harmonic Dictation  
 
 1. Level 1: Secondary Dominants (V7/V),  Chord Inversions (all), Number of chords 
 (10), Major and minor keys.  
 2. Level 2: Secondary Dominants (V7/vi),  Chord Inversions (all), Number of chords 
 (10), Major keys. 
 3. Level 3: Secondary Dominants (V7/IV),  Chord Inversions (all), Number of chords 
 (10), Major and minor keys. 
 4. Level 4: Secondary Dominants (V7/ii),  Chord Inversions (all), Number of chords 
 (10), Major keys. 
 5. Level 5: Secondary Dominants (V7/iii),  Chord Inversions (all), Number of chords 
 (10), Major keys. 
 6. Level 6: Secondary Dominants (V7/III),  Chord Inversions (root), Number of chords 
 (10), minor keys. 
 7. Level 7: Secondary Dominants (V7/VI),  Chord Inversions (root), Number of chords 
 (10), minor keys. 
 8. Level 8: Secondary Dominants (V7/VII),  Chord Inversions (root), Number of chords 
 (10), minor keys. 
  
VIII. Instructional Methods 
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1. Students sing music by sight-reading, student/teacher evaluation with suggestions for  
improvement. 

2. Students listen to performance of music and notate from their aural recognition. 
3. Repeated drill and practice of singing and aural recognition.   

 
IX. Evaluation  

1. Midterm and final tests.   
2. Attendance and participation.   
3. Evaluation of accuracy of sight singing performance and aural perception of dictated 

music. 
 


