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COURSE OUTLINE 
 
I. Catalog Description 
 
 MU 333 Voice Fundamentals (2) 
 

Fundamental techniques of singing for music majors and minors who plan to teach music 
in the public schools K-12.  Methods of tone production, breathing, diction, selection of 
repertoire, and song interpretations.  2 lecture presentation/problem-solving.  
Prerequisite:  MU 120-122 

 
II. Required Background or Experience 
 
 MU 120-122 
 
III. Expected Outcomes 
 
 Students will be able to: 

1.  describe and demonstrate rudimentary vocal technique, especially in the areas of 
resonance, breath support, and pitch;   
2.  have a basic understanding of the parts of the vocal instrument and breathing 
apparatus, the child and adolescent voice, and vocal hygiene;  

 3.  select, learn, memorize, and perform vocal repertoire.     
 
IV. Texts and Readings 
 

Appleman, Ralph.  The Science of Vocal Pedagogy: Theory and Application.  
Bloomington:  Indiana University Press, 1986. ISBN-10: 0253203783 

Brown, Oren L.  Discover Your Voice.  Clifton Park, NJ:  Thomson Delmar Learning, 
1996. ISBN-10: 156593704X 

Dayme, Meribeth & Cynthia Vaughn.  The Singing Book. 2nd Edition. New York:  W. W. 
Norton & Company, 2008. ISBN-10: 0393182819 

McCoy, Scott. Your Voice:  An Inside View. Multimedia Voice Science and Pedagogy.  
Princeton:  Inside View Press, 2004.  ISBN:  0-9755307-2-0   

Miller, Richard. Securing Baritone, Bass-Baritone and Bass Voices.  New York:  Oxford 
Uni. Press, 2008. ISBN-10: 0195322657 

Miller, Richard.  The Structure of Singing: System and Art of Vocal Technique. New 
York:  Schirmer Books, 1986. ISBN-10: 0534255353 

Miller, Richard.  Training Soprano Voices.  New York:  Oxford Uni. Press, 2000.  ISBN-
10: 0195130189 

Miller, Richard.  Training Tenor Voices.  New York:  Schirmer Books, 1993. ISBN-10: 
0028713974  



Ware, Clifton.  Basics of Vocal Pedagogy.  Boston:  McGraw Hill, 1998. ISBN-10: 
0070682895 

 
Selected songs from a variety of sources of folk, popular, musical theater, and classical 
traditions.   
Selected readings in the NATS (National Association of Teachers of Singing) Journal, 
1980-current. 

 Selected readings in the Journal of Research in Singing, 1980-current. 
Selected audio recordings, videos, and internet resources demonstrating various vocal 
styles. 

 
V.   Minimum Student Materials 
  
 Required textbooks, listening facilities, practice facilities.  
 
VI.   Minimum College Facilities 
 

A classroom with a piano and access to practice rooms; audio-visual equipment, internet 
access. 

 
VII. Course Outline 
 

1.  Preparation to sing including proper posture, throat relaxation exercises, how to 
practice, preliminary song preparation. 

 2. Breath support and breath control; the fuel for singing; the physiology of breathing. 
3.  Phonation including the production of singing tone, correct attack and release of the 
singing tone, volume, timbre, and the position of the larynx. 
4.  Resonation; the physiology of resonance; how vocal resonators function; controlling 
resonance.  
5.  Discussion of voice types and registration. Classification of voices.  How to control 
the break.  What voice am I? 
6.  Articulation and diction with emphasis on vowel placement.  Singing words; the 
physiology of  articulation; an introduction to the international phonetic alphabet; vowels; 
consonants. 
7.  Coordinating the vocal technique. The high school voice; the junior high voice; the 
child's voice.   Dealing with tension, legato technique, extending pitch and dynamic 
ranges, developing vibrato. 
8.  Interpretation; performance and expression.  Coping with nervousness, how to 
memorize, choosing the right song for your voice.   

 9.  Continuation; further study; choosing a teacher or coach; maintaining your voice. 
 
VIII.   Instructional Methods  
 

1.  Instruction will consist of lectures and demonstrations by instructor and assigned 
readings from the text.   
2.  In consultation with the instructor, each student will select, prepare, and perform a 
minimum of three songs in two languages.  Songs of all genres are welcomed and 
encouraged.   



3.  Students will research articles in a selected or assigned Journal of Singing edition with 
focus on vocal technique and/or care of the voice.  Students will share their findings in 
oral presentations. 
4. Students will keep a Performance Journal that contains observations of class 
performances, a self-evaluation of their own vocal progress, class notes, and final exam 
peer evaluations. 
5.  Students will be expected to attend at least two performance of a vocal nature during 
the quarter.  The instructor will announce upcoming events throughout the quarter.  The 
performance may be an opera, musical theater, choral program (with soloists), vocal 
recital, or other vocal concert.  A two page typed review of the concert must be included 
in the journal.     

 
IX. Evaluation of Outcomes 
 
 1.  Written quizzes.  

2.  Quality of song performances throughout the quarter. 
 3.  Quality of Performance Journal and Concert Reports. 
 4.  Attendance. 
 5.  Final exam:  peer evaluations and personal performances. 
 


