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     COURSE OUTLINE 
 
I. Catalogue Description 
 
 MU 353A  Symphonic Wind Ensemble (1) 
 
 Rehearsal and performance of symphonic wind literature by composers from around the 
 world. 2 hours activity. May be repeated for a total of 12 credits. Enrollment by audition. 
 
II. Required Background or Experience 
 
 Prior training on a band instrument necessary. 
 
III. Expected Outcomes 
 
 The student will:  
            1. rehearse a broad selection of repertoire by composers from around the world of both  

         genders, from all style periods 
     2. expand their knowledge of the repertoire on an experiential level 
     3. Improve development of breathing technique, tone production, diction.  
     4. Improve development of self-confidence and poise through public performance.    
     5. Improve development of musicianship skills such as pitch accuracy and sight reading. 

 
IV. Text and Readings  
 
 There is an immense library of works, inclusive of most of the well known composers,  
 available for performance. Inasmuch as this is a performance class, there are generally no 
 auxiliary readings, except on occasion as the situation warrants. 
 
V. Minimum Student Materials 
 
 A musical instrument appropriate to the ensemble. 
 
VI. Minimum College Facilities 
 
 A rehearsal room large enough for the ensemble with adequate sound insulation. 
 
VII. Course Outline 
 



1. reading sessions devoted to familiarizing the ensemble with a modest amount of 
repertoire.  

2. narrowing of focus to a few select pieces for performance at quarter end.  
3.   improving all aspects of performance as well as providing students with additional 
knowledge about the works being performed, i.e., historical period, stylistic 
characteristics, form, etc. 

 
 
VIII. Instructional Methods 
 
 Rehearsal and lecture modes will be used. 
 
IX. Evaluation of Outcomes 
 
 Grades are awarded on the basis:  

1. of regular attendance 
2. accuracy of performance of parts 
3. improvement during the quarter. 

 
Normally, a formal public concert of approximately 45 minutes will be given near the 
end of quarter, normally during the 9th or 10th week of the quarter,. It takes the place of a 
final exam. In the event that a public performance is not scheduled, the class will meet 
during the assigned final exam time for an informal performance/presentation of its 
accomplishments..  


