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     COURSE OUTLINE 
 
I. Catalogue Description 
 
 MU 367 Vocal Techniques for Secondary Education (2 units) 
 
 Study and student discussion of problems and solutions involved in developing the 
 adolescent voice, as well as developing and operating a vocal music program in 
 secondary schools.  2 lectures/problem solving. Prerequisite: permission of instructor 
 
II. Required Background or Experience 
 
 Permission of instructor. 
 
III. Expected Outcomes 
 
 The student will:  
 1. Evaluate and demonstrate correct vocal techniques  
 2. Recognize individual vocal technique problems and offer solutions  
 3. Conduct warm-up exercises and vocalises  
 4. Critique rehearsal technique and conduct rehearsals  
 5. Critique and evaluate vocal production in ensemble singing  
 6. Demonstrate skills to organize curriculum and administer successful secondary vocal 
 programs. 
 7. Evaluate and select appropriate secondary school choral literature 

8.  Research and compare choral teaching techniques;   identify  the relationship  to music 
content standards. 

 9.  Demonstrate knowledge of professional ethics. 
 10.  Gain skills for writing a resume and applying for the job. 
 
IV. Text and Readings 
 
 Gordon Lamb:  Choral Music Education  (Wm. C. Brown, 1981). 
 Kenneth Phillips: Directing the Choral Music Program (Oxford University Press, 2003) 
 Allen Young:  Choral Educator's Resource Handbook (Choral Resource Seminars, 1985). 
 Charles Heffernan:  Choral Music (Prentice-Hall, 1982). 
 Hylton, John B. Comprehensive Choral Music Education, Englewood Cliffs:  Prentice-
 Hall, 1995. 
 Lewis Gordon:  Choral Director's complete Handbook (Parker Publishing, 1977). 
 Patrice Madura Ward-Steinman: Becoming a Choral Music Teacher: A Field Experience 

(Routledge, 2009) 



 Selected readings from The Choral Journal and Music Educators National Conference 
 Journal. 
 
V. Minimum Student Materials 
 
 Textbook 
 
VI. Minimum College Facilities 
 
 Classroom with piano, conductor's stand, chairs, audiovisual equipment 
 
VII. Course Outline 

 
1. The Complete Music Teacher:  requirements and expectations for teaching music in 

the secondary school; skills required, preparation, etc.  
2. Scheduling, Curriculum, Recruitment   
3. Classification of voices and audition procedures. 
4. Student Behavior and Responsibilities,   Access and Accommodation for all students 
5. Making meaningful music; what makes good music;  how to teach interpretative and 

stylistic concepts.  
6. Singing and Teenage Voices.  Dealing with the voices in physical transition; the 

changing male voice, registers, etc. 
7. Motivating teenage students to create, gain musical skills, enjoy productivity.  etc. 
8. Achieving Correct Intonation.  Ear training devices and exercise for improving group 

intonation.  
9. Guidelines for Teaching Music.  General plan for achieving music teaching content 

standards; importance for developing and following such plans.     
10. The Rehearsal.  Planning and executing the choral ensemble rehearsal.  
11. Performances and Festivals.  Importance of, how to plan and prepare for, how many. 
12. Evaluation of Teaching.  Methods of evaluation;  evaluation tools, importance of peer 

evaluation and student evaluation. 
13. Professionalism and Program.  Values of taste and musical worth to be considered in 

programming; planning a "balanced" program; educating the audience. 
 

VIII. Instructional Methods 
  
  Presentation of principles and situations typical of secondary schools by instructor, 
 followed by: 
     a.  student discussion of possible problem solving techniques for each situation 
     b. Student observation of specific secondary school situations followed by written 
 reports, oral presentations to class, classroom discussion of problems and solutions. 
 
IX. Evaluation of Outcomes 
 
 1.  Written projects/papers  
 2.  Final notebook of lecture and textbook materials 



 3.  Regular attendance and participation in all classroom discussions and activities 
 


