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266th POPE Early Life

• Cardinal Bergoglio was born in Flores, Buenos Aires and is the 

eldest of five children. 

• Father was an Italian immigrant railway worker who was born 

in Italy. 

• He completed his education when he  attended technical 

secondary school and graduated with a chemical technician’s 

diploma then worked in a food laboratory for a while. 

• When he was 21, he suffered from life threatening 

pneumonia having 3 cysts and a part of his lung removed. 

Cardinal Bergoglio studied Chemistry before entering into the 

vocation of priesthood.

Pre-papal career

• He entered as novice into the Society of Jesus on 11th March 
1958.

• “dazzled by a girl at his uncle’s wedding that he could not pray 
for a week”

• On 13th December 1969-ordained into priesthood 

• He served as Master of novices before he became a theology 
professor. 

• 27th June 1992- ordained Auxiliary Bishop of Buenos Aires

• His motto- “because he saw him through the eyes of mercy 
and chose him”.

• 28th February 1998- ordained Metropolitan Archbishop of 
Buenos Aires- created new parishes and restructured the 
archdiocese administrative offices, led pro-life initiatives, and 
created a commission on divorces. 

Continued…
• Lived strongly by his motto- Maundy Thursday visited "a jail, a 

hospital, a home for the elderly or with poor people“ for the 

washing of the feet ritual.

• One year he washed the feet of newborn children and 

pregnant women. 

In his first Holy Thursday as pope, Francis continued this custom, 

visiting a jail in Rome where he washed the feet of twelve 

inmates aged 14 to 21, among them two women; the first 

woman was a Serbian Muslim, the second was an Italian 

Catholic.

• 21st February 2001- appointed Cardinal by Pope John Paul II-

given 5 main responsibilities-

Congregation for Divine Worship and the Discipline of the 

Sacraments, 

Congregation for the Clergy,

Congregation for Institutes of Consecrated Life and Societies of 

Apostolic Life, 

Pontifical Council for the Family and 

Commission for Latin America.

• Later that year, he replaced Cardinal Edward Egan as 

recording secretary in the Synod of Bishops. 

• In the 2005 papal conclave- Cardinal Bergoglio was a runner-

up to Pope Benedict XVI
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• On March 13, 2013 Cardinal Bergoglio was elected as Pope 

Francis

• His simplicity was shown from the start

During his first appearance, he wore a white cassock not the red 

ermine trimmed mozzetta that is worn by other Popes. 

Moreover, he wore the same iron pectoral cross that he had 

worn as Cardinal Archbishop of Buenos Aires, rather than the 

Gold One worn by his predecessors. 


