
What is Undergraduate Research? 

Conducting undergraduate research typically entails serving 

as a research assistant to a faculty member on an ongoing 

research project. Some students create their own research 

projects under the mentorship of a faculty member.  
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Project options: 

1 Participating in an existing faculty project. 

Many students begin by working under the direction of a 

faculty member as part of a research team. This type of 

project is particularly helpful for students to learn the ba-

sics of doing research, to build a strong foundation of 

basic knowledge in the field, and to investigate possible 

approaches to conducting independent research. 

2 Developing an independent research project.  

Undergraduate students can choose to dive right into 

their own independent project. This type of project might 

grow out of a student’s work as part of a professor’s re-

search team, or it might be in an area in which a student 

has particular expertise or experience. This can be chal-

lenging and invigorating. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Why Undergraduate Research? 

Participating in undergraduate research will allow you to 

gain insight into the process of research  in your field of 

study, You will have the opportunity to work closely with 

scholars who are experts in your interest area, gain 

hands-on experience, receive mentorship and build colle-

gial relationships. Undergraduate research will make you 

look at terms and techniques learned in the classroom in 

a whole new way. You will build a very impressive re-

sume and academic record, as well as gain contacts and 

references that you’ll need for admission to the graduate/

professional program of your choice, or for a professional 

position. Above all, you will learn about yourself, learn 

how to communicate your ideas at a professional level on 

what interests you.  

How Do I Start? 

Get started in research by making connections.  

1   Start by talking with faculty you know. Talk to 

current and past professors from courses you 

have done well in and have enjoyed. Even if the 

professor is not currently seeking an undergradu-

ate researcher, he or she may know of col-

leagues that are seeking research assistants 

within your discipline. 

2   Read the faculty profiles from your home de-

partment. Many faculty web pages list their 

research interests or some of the publications 

that the faculty member has authored.  It is a 

good idea to read some of these articles. 

3   Consult with an academic advisor from your 

department to inquire about faculty members 

currently conducting research in your discipline. 

4   Talk to other undergraduates who are cur-

rently conducting research. They can let you 

know how they got their foot in the door.  

5   Attend symposia and conferences (such as 

the Cal Poly Pomona Annual Student Research 

Conference in March) to learn what other stu-

dents have done, and faculty they worked with.  

6   Join OUR-CPP’s Mailing List  (cpp.edu/~our

-cpp) and Facebook page (ourcpp). You will re-

ceive updates on available research opportuni-

ties, workshops, seminars, conferences, and 

scholarships.  

 
A listing of CPP         
Research Programs and 
Deadlines is on the 
backside of this flyer. 

 

To learn more: 

Contact the Office of     

Undergraduate Research 

for more information: 

Building 9, Room 258 
909.869.5296 
our-cpp@cpp.edu 

cpp.edu/~our-cpp 

 

Three essential   
components to  
undergraduate  

research: 
 

1) STUDENT: has an attitude 
that reflects being open-
minded and excited about 
engaging in research. 

2) RESEARCH PROJECT: 
undergraduates can do re-
search within any discipline., 
depends on interests.  

3) FACULTY MENTOR : willing 
to devote time to helping to 
develop an undergraduate’s 
research skills by expanding 
his/her knowledge of the 
discipline. 

Additional Tips: 
 Always make a professional 

first impression, whether online 

or in person. 

 Go to an appointment with 

questions prepared. Show that 

you have done the legwork to 

find out about this research and 

that you are serious about get-

ting involved. 
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