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Academic Issues 
 
Grade Point Averages 
 
We monitor student athlete GPA quarterly. As a group they consistently have a higher GPA than the 
student-body at large. For example, after the Spring quarter of 2009, the mean Cal Poly Pomona GPA 
calculated across all student-athletes was 2.98. By comparison, this same value when compared 
across all students at Cal Poly Pomona during the same quarter was 2.80 (IRAP). Additionally, 104 of 
202 student-athletes (51%) earned a 3.0 or better GPA for the quarter, and 37 (18%) were named to 
the Dean’s List. The table below shows, by team, the mean cumulative CPP GPA after each quarter 
of the last academic year (F08 GPA, W09 GPA, and S09 GPA). The same data are shown for all 
students (F08 GPA-All, W09 GPA- All, and S09 GPA-All). Finally, the plus signs and minus signs 
indicate whether the team’s mean GPA falls above (+) or below (-) the all-student GPA. 
 
 
 
Team 

F08 
GPA 

F08 
GPA 
-all 

+/-  W09 
GPA 

W09 
GPA 
-all 

+/-  S09 
GPA 

S09 
GPA 
-all 

+/- 

Women’s Tennis  3.26 2.80 +  3.29 2.80 +  3.29 2.80 + 
Women’s Volleyball  2.98 2.80 +  3.00 2.80 +  3.05 2.80 + 
Women’s Basketball  3.10 2.80 +  3.16 2.80 +  3.10 2.80 + 
Women’s Track  3.17 2.80 +  3.09 2.80 +  3.03 2.80 + 
Women’s Cross Country  3.08 2.80 +  3.08 2.80 +  3.10 2.80 + 
Women’s Soccer   3.00 2.80 +  2.91 2.80 +  2.85 2.80 + 
Men’s Soccer  2.81 2.80 +  2.81 2.80 +  2.77 2.80 - 
Men’s Track  2.94 2.80 +  2.91 2.80 +  2.87 2.80 + 
Men’s Tennis  2.93 2.80 +  2.94 2.80 +  2.95 2.80 + 
Men’s Cross Country  3.13 2.80 +  3.08 2.80 +  3.07 2.80 + 
Men’s Baseball  2.94 2.80 +  2.85 2.80 +  2.82 2.80 + 
Men’s Basketball  3.18 2.80 +  2.96 2.80 +  2.90 2.80 + 
 
Progress Toward Degree 
 
The NCAA requires student-athletes to achieve both a yearly average of 12 units per quarter 
(the 12-unit rule) and a minimum of 6 units each quarter (the 6-unit rule) toward their chosen 
degree. Results for the last three time-periods for each rule are: 
 

12-unit rule: 
 
- During 2008-2009, one athlete (.5%) did not complete an average of 12 units per quarter 
- During 2007-2008, two athletes (1%) did not complete an average of 12 units per quarter 
- During 2006-2007, two athletes (1%) did not complete an average of 12 units per quarter 
 
6-unit rule: 
 
- After the Fall quarter of 2009, five athletes (2%) failed to complete a minimum of 6 units 
- After the Spring quarter of 2009, one athlete (.5%) failed to complete a minimum of 6 units 
- After the Winter quarter of 2009, one athlete (.5%) failed to complete a minimum of 6 units 

 



NCAA Bylaw Violations 
 
The NCAA divides violations into two major categories. Secondary violations (relatively 
common) are inadvertent, providing only minimal advantage, with no significant extra benefit 
to student-athletes. Everything else is considered a major violation (relatively rare).  
 
Year Major violations Secondary violations 
2008-2009 0 11 
2007-2008 0 2 
2006-2007 0 0 
2005-2006 0 3 
 
Sports Issues  -  A summary of accomplishments by sport for the last academic year: 
 
Team Rank Notes 
Women’s Volleyball  7 2 athletes All-CCAA 
Women’s Basketball  2 2 athletes All-CCAA 
Women’s Cross Country  3 2 athletes All-CCAA 
Women’s Soccer   9 3 athletes All-CCAA, most team wins in 6 years 
Women’s Tennis 3 3 athletes All-CCAA 
Women’s Track 5 1 athlete All-American, 2 athletes competed at Nationals 
Men’s Soccer  6 2 athletes All-CCAA, most successful team in 10 years 
Men’s Cross Country  2 4 athletes All-CCAA 
Men’s Basketball  1 3 athletes All-CCAA, 08-09 National Championship Finalist 
Men’s Track 5 1 athlete All-American, 6 athletes competed at Nationals 
Men’s Baseball 3 3 athletes All-CCAA 
 
Miscellaneous Issues 
 
Classroom Absences 
 
Student-athletes are expected to be absent from classes only during officially-sanctioned 
travel days and times that allow them to compete, and are told to talk to their professors 
ahead of time and make up any missed work. Most faculty are supportive of class absences 
for travel purposes. However, this support occasionally becomes strained at the point 
student-athletes need it the most – when they have achieved a winning season in their sport 
that moves them into championship playoffs. For example, last year the men’s basketball 
team reached the playoffs and reported being more anxious about how their class absences 
would affect their grades than about their impending championship games.  
 
Priority Registration 
 
We continue to appreciate the help of the academic senate in considering the scheduling 
needs of student-athletes who are attempting to juggle course scheduling with times for 
practice and competition. Student-athletes are usually in a difficult position with regards to 
scheduling classes because they have at least two important needs that may conflict with one 
another: 1) the need to meet for team practices and competitions at specific times on specific 
days, and 2) the need to complete specific courses for eligibility purposes such that they 
meet both yearly and quarterly unit requirements (see Academic Issues above). 


