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PRESENTATION OBJECTIVES 
ØAcademic Placement

ØAcademic Preparation

ØCSU Initiatives & Sponsored Professional 
Development Opportunities
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ACADEMIC PLACEMENT 
& PREPARATION

The CSU has transformed academic placement and 
preparation in an effort to provide first-time freshman the 

opportunity and support needed to be successful at the CSU. 
For English and Math  
college-level courses

(GE written communication &
math/quantitative reasoning courses)

”
”

Not Yet 
Ready

”
”

Not 
Readyor

Your Pathway To College Readiness

ACT   American College Testing 
AP   Advanced Placement
CAASPP   California Assessment of Student 

Performance and Progress
EAP   Early Assessment Program  

NOT EXEMPT  
Required to participate in the  

CSU Early Start Program
(Unless you meet other  

Early Start Program exemptions)  
Go to: www.csusuccess.org/earlystart/early-start-faq

Below are the multiple ways to become CSU college ready  

For English and Math  
college-level courses

(GE written communication &
math/quantitative reasoning courses)

Conditionally
Ready

”
”

CAASPP EAP: Standard Met (Level 3)
English:

ACT: 19-21, New SAT: 510-540, Old SAT: 460-490
Math:

ACT: 20-22, New SAT: 520-560, Old SAT: 490-540

Must pass senior year-long course with a grade 
of “C−” or better in order to be exempt from 
participating in the CSU Early Start Program

YES NO

COMPLETE 
an approved  

senior year-long  
math course:

All courses with a prerequisite 
of Algebra II or Integrated Math 

III, including: Trigonometry, Math 
Analysis, Pre-Calculus, or Calculus,

AP Calculus AB or BC,
AP Physics or AP Statistics

COMPLETE 
an approved  

senior year-long  
English course:
ERWC, AP or IB, or 
Weighted Honors 

English

Updated SAT Information 
In March 2016, the College Board began administering a new SAT.  
The new SAT scores are different than the old SAT scores. The CSU 
will accept both old and new SAT scores for students graduating 
from high school in 2020 and prior.

EXEMPT 
from the CSU Early Start Program

May enroll directly in college-level, 
baccalaureate credit bearing courses upon 

admission to the CSU

For English and Math  
college-level courses

(GE written communication &
math/quantitative reasoning courses)

” ”Ready

CAASPP EAP: Standard Exceeded (Level 4)  
English:

 ACT: 22 and above  
New SAT: 550 and above
Old SAT: 500 and above
AP Language/Literature 

Composition: 3 and above
Math:  

ACT: 23 and above  
New SAT: 570 and above 
Old SAT: 550 and above 

AP Calculus or AP Statistics 
Exam: 3 and above

CAASPP EAP:  
Standard Nearly Met (Level 2) 

or Not Met (Level 1) 
English:

ACT: 18 or below, New SAT: 500 or below,  
Old SAT: 450 or below

Math:
ACT: 19 or below, New SAT: 510 or below,  

Old SAT: 480 or below

GE   General Education
ERWC  Expository Reading and Writing Course
IB   International Baccalaureate
SAT   Scholastic Aptitude Test
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”
”
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Readyor
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Standardized Test  
CAASPP/EAP, 

ACT, SAT, AP, IB, 
and CLEP

High School Grade 
Point Average 

(GPA)

High School and 
College 

Coursework

High School Math
Grade Point 

Average (GPA)

Based on “a-g” self-reported coursework on Cal State Apply.

10-11 grade GPA. 9-11 grade GPA.



5

The HIGHEST
achieved measure will 
automatically*
be used to determine 
placement in
GE A2 English/WC and 
GE B4 Math/QR courses.

*Based on received official test scores or self-reported information.



COMPREHENSIVE
overview of how 

multiple measures   
determine placement.

CSU Publication
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MULTIPLE MEASURE
ENGLISH APPROVED COURSES

CSU 
ERWC

AP 
English

IB 
English

Honors 
English

Course must be taken in the 12th grade, as a year-long 
course, and passed with a C- grade or better. 

All majors.
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APPROVED MATH YEAR-LONG 
COURSE

Year-long 12th grade course must be completed with a 
C- grade or better each semester. 

Non STEM/ 
Undeclared.

Any advanced mathematics 
course beyond algebra II or 

integrated math III.
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CATEGORY I

Fulfilled the GE 
area A2 or B4 
requirement

CATEGORY IV

Supported GE area A2 
or B4 course or the first 
term of an applicable 

stretch course

CATEGORY III

Supported GE area 
A2 or B4 

requirement* 

CATEGORY II

GE area A2 or B4 
requirement*

MULTIPLE MEASURES WILL DETERMINE PLACEMENT

Fulfilled 
Requirement

Fulfilled 
Requirement

Fulfilled 
Requirement

Enroll in
GE Course

Fulfilled 
Requirement

Enroll in 
Supported 
GE Course

Fulfilled 
Requirement

ESP Required 
Enroll in 

Supported GE 
Course

At Cal Poly Pomona, DSP and ALEKS will be used for certain students.
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ACADEMIC PREPARATION



SMARTER BALANCED 
RESULTS at a Glance
1. Go to https://caaspp.cde.ca.gov/

2. Click left box “Smarter Balanced Summative Assessments”

3. Select Year 
ØSelect 2018-2019

4. Search
ØType name of School, District, County
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https://caaspp.cde.ca.gov/
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2018-19 State of California Test Results at a Glance
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SMARTER BALANCED TESTING 2020
PARTICIPATING IS AS EASY AS 

1

2

3

Circle It

Post It

Share It
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CSU INITIATIVES & 
PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT 

OPPORTUNITIES



CSU Quantitative Reasoning Proposal

15
SCAN TO LEARN MORE

The CSU is investigating a proposal to add one year of quantitative reasoning 
coursework to the "a-g" subject admission requirements, raising the 
requirements from 15 years of comprehensive college preparatory coursework 
to 16 years for the entering first-time freshman class of 2027.



Quantitative Reasoning Working Proposal
Preliminary Recommendations
• Retain existing 3 years of area  “c – mathematics” requirement including Algebra I, 

Geometry and Algebra II (or equivalent integrated pathway) 

• Add an additional year of “g – college preparatory elective” that could be fulfilled by a 
course from “c – mathematics”, “d – laboratory science”, or a quantitative reasoning 
course from the “g – college preparatory elective”

• Advise strongly, though not required, students to take the additional quantitative 
reasoning course during senior year of high school 

16
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• First class that needs to 
meet the new requirements

• Rising 6th graders in 
summer 2020 would need 
to meet the requirement

• Note: This does not affect 
transfer students

Freshman Class 2027
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• Designed as an Alternative Pathway to 
advanced mathematics courses in partnership 
with K-12 and in come cases CCC collaboratives

• Emphasizes a more profound understanding of 
mathematical practices

• Strengthens and deepens the understanding of 
key algebra concepts

• Post Algebra II “c” courses (Mathematics)
• More information: http://cmrci.csu-eppsp.org/

CSU Bridge Courses:
Funded by CDE CMRCI

http://cmrci.csu-eppsp.org/
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CPP MRWC COHORT

www.cpp.edu/mrwc
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EXPOSITORY READING & WRITING COURSE 
(ERWC)

2020-21 Updates 
§ 12th grade curriculum transition to ERWC 3.0

§ 11th grade new curriculum available for course 
adoption



Cal State Apply application drop-down selections 
are based on UC a-g Course List for corresponding 
academic year (2020-2021). 

A-G CMP Course 
Updates for 2020-21

February 1 to 
September 15, 2020 

COURSE MANAGEMENT PORTAL


