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Types of Impaction
1. Academic Level (or Campus) Impaction

• A campus receives more eligible applicants at the first-time freshman or transfer 
student level than can accommodate. Thus, the campus itself is then called 
“impacted.”

2. Program Impaction
• A campus looks at each of its programs' capacity, and the number of students 

currently enrolled and determines how many more students the program can 
accommodate. When a program continually gets more eligible applicants than it can 
accommodate, the campus will ask for the program to be called "impacted."

3. Full Impaction
• A campus that is fully impacted on all levels and for all majors. Each individual 

program at a campus must then determine its capacity and how many new students it 
can accept. Examples of Fully Impacted campuses include Fullerton, SLO, and SDSU.



Local Area High Schools and Community Colleges
TransferFreshman



2022-23 Impaction Proposed Updates
Incorporating the Multifactor Admission (MFA) Model 

• For both Freshman and Transfer applicants
Creating more access through impaction

• Ethnic diversity
• Diverse academic experiences
• Enrolling students from beyond our local area
• Increase Associate Degree for Transfer (ADT) admits

Program Impaction
• Moving from supplemental course requirements to priority admission 

consideration
• Unimpacting programs that do not meet capacity
• Impacting programs that exceed capacity



Programs to Unimpact
Music – Music Industry Option

Physics
Fall 2020 - Freshmen Local Out of Local Fall 2020 - Transfers Local Out of Local

Admit and Deny Cut Offs (EI and GPA) 3150 3048 Admit and Deny Cut Offs (EI and GPA) 2.5 2.39

CSU Eligible Applicants 31 235 CSU Eligible Applicants 6 80

Admits 31 235 Admits 6 74

CSU Eligible Denied 0 0 CSU Eligible Denied 0 6

Fall 2020 - Freshmen Local Out of Local Fall 2020 - Transfers Local Out of Local

Admit and Deny Cut Offs (EI and GPA) 2968 2962 Admit and Deny Cut Offs (EI and GPA) 2.34 2.09

CSU Eligible Applicants 10 66 CSU Eligible Applicants 4 44

Admits 10 66 Admits 4 44

CSU Eligible Denied 0 0 CSU Eligible Denied 0 0

Only 1% of CSU eligible students were denied to Physics.

Zero CSU eligible students were denied to Music.



Programs to Unimpact

Biotechnology

Environmental Biology

Fall 2020 - Freshmen Local Out of Local Fall 2020 - Transfers Local Out of Local
Admit and Deny Cut Offs (EI and GPA) 2978 3352 Admit and Deny Cut Offs (EI and GPA) 2.63 2.45
CSU Eligible Applicants 40 448 CSU Eligible Applicants 6 21
Admits 40 448 Admits 6 15
CSU Eligible Denied 0 0 CSU Eligible Denied 0 6

Fall 2020 - Freshmen Local Out of Local Fall 2020 - Transfers Local Out of Local
Admit and Deny Cut Offs (EI and GPA) 3100 3004 Admit and Deny Cut Offs (EI and GPA) 2.54 2.56
CSU Eligible Applicants 31 235 CSU Eligible Applicants 3 44
Admits 31 235 Admits 2 33
CSU Eligible Denied 0 0 CSU Eligible Denied 1 11

No CSU eligible Freshman students were denied to either program.
Over 75% of the CSU eligible Transfer students were admitted to the programs.



Programs to Impact
Psychology

Sociology (Transfer Only)

Fall 2020 - Freshmen Local Out of Local Fall 2020 - Transfers Local Out of Local

Admit and Deny Cut Offs (EI and GPA) 2950 3870 Admit and Deny Cut Offs (EI and GPA) 2.00 3.50

CSU Eligible Applicants 368 1334 CSU Eligible Applicants 369 1179

Admits 368 436 Admits 369 115

CSU Eligible Denied 0 898 CSU Eligible Denied 0 1064

Fall 2020 - Freshmen Local Out of Local Fall 2020 - Transfers Local Out of Local

Admit and Deny Cut Offs (EI and GPA) 2950 2966 Admit and Deny Cut Offs (EI and GPA) 2.00 3.00

CSU Eligible Applicants 96 500 CSU Eligible Applicants 267 636

Admits 96 477 Admits 267 156

CSU Eligible Denied 0 23 CSU Eligible Denied 0 480

Nearly all CSU eligible out of local students are being denied to Psychology.
(90% of transfers & almost 70% of freshmen)

Over 75% of out of local CSU eligible Transfer students are being denied to Sociology.



Freshman, 
4,323, 51%

Transfer, 
4,215, 49%

NEW UNDERGRADUATE STUDENTS
FALL 2020

Top 10 Majors - All New Undergrads in Fall 2020
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Summary
• Unimpacting Music, Physics, Biotechnology, & Environmental Biology

• Capacity in all four majors to accommodate all CSU eligible undergraduate students 
(local and out of local).

• 100% of all freshmen are admissible for all four programs due to space.
• Nearly all transfers students are being admitted to these four programs and we expect to 

increase admits with the removal of required supplemental coursework.

• Impacting Psychology (FTF and UDT) and Sociology (UDT only) 
• Nearly all out of local undergraduate students are denied to Psychology (90% transfers 

and almost 70% freshmen).
• Over 75% of CSU eligible out of local transfers are denied to Sociology.
• Will improve ethnic and academic diversity of admitted students.
• Will increase Associate Degree for Transfer (ADT) admits through priority admission 

consideration.



Website Posting





Final Recommendations

• Proceed with Impacting Psychology (FTF & UDT) and Sociology (UDT)

• Proceed with Unimpacting Music

• Suspend Unimpacting Physics, Biotechnology, and Environmental 
Biology 

• Reassess once the programs can be more effectively measured based 
on our new Capacity Model which is currently in development
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