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What we’re doing today!

• Explaining how you get your degree
A. Curriculum Sheet
B. General Education Synthesis
C. Political Science Major
D. Unrestricted Electives

• Tips on BroncoDirect & Registering

• Introducing you to the CPP Political Science Department

• Getting you started at Cal Poly Pomona!

• Registering for classes



Zoom Etiquette 

• Make sure your first and last name is visible as your screen name. You 
should also include your preferred pronouns

• Mute yourself when you aren’t talking

• Make sure your video is on

• Don’t use the Chat for unrelated discussion

• You should be the only one logged on to protect both your and others' 
privacy



Etiquette for a Successful Session

• I am going to throw a lot of information at you. It will be overwhelming. 
Take notes.

• Use the Chat to get clarification on items I am covering.

• Don’t be shy! This is one of the only times you will be in an advising 
session. This is your first time at Cal Poly Pomona, trust me, everyone 
should have questions!



Our College Blackboard Site

• Links to Curriculum Sheets 
and Roadmaps

• Advising Contact Information

• College-Specific Information

• Link to New Student 
Registration Guide

Make sure you have it pulled up 
to reference today – find 

Blackboard in your MyCPP portal



A. Political Science Curriculum Sheet

The curriculum sheets 

(also known as “pink 

sheets”) will tell you what 

courses you need to take 

to complete your degree.

The curriculum sheets are 

different for each major.



Classes & Units at Cal Poly Pomona
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A standard course at Cal Poly Pomona is 3 units.

To graduate, you must complete 120 units.

120 ÷ 3 = 40 courses to graduate

The 40 courses will fall in three categories:

General Education (GE) Political Science Unrestricted Electives

16 courses 19 courses 5 courses
48 units 57 units At least 15 units

GE is a campus-wide 

requirement intended for you to 

demonstrate general 

proficiency in five areas.

These major courses are 

intended for you to specialize 

in one subject area before you 

graduate.

Unrestricted electives can 

literally be any class.



Take 30 to Graduate on Time

Fall

• 15 units

Spring

• 15 units
Summer

• 0 units

Year

• 30 units

Fall

• 12 units

Spring

• 12 units
Summer

• 6 units

Year

• 30 units

Fall

• 12 units

Spring

• 15 units
Summer

• 3 units

Year

• 30 units

Standard Class Load

One Semester Reduced Load

Overall Reduced Load (No breaks)



B. Your General Education Curriculum
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The General Education Curriculum is found 

on the right side of the curriculum sheet.

GE is broken into five areas

Area A: English, Writing, Thinking

Area B: Math and Sciences

Area C: Arts and Humanities

Area D: Social Sciences

Area E: Lifelong Learning

Transfers need to finish the GE Synthesis 

Classes - B5, C3, and D4, at Cal Poly 

Pomona.



General Education Synthesis Courses

GE Area A

• English 
Language 
Communication 
and Critical 
Thinking (9 
units)

• 1. Oral 
Communication

• 2. Written 
Communication

• 3. Critical 
Thinking

GE Area B

• Scientific 
Inquiry and 
Quantitative 
Reasoning (12 
units)

• 1. Physical 
Sciences

• 2. Life Sciences

• 3. Lab Activity

• 4. Mathematics 
/Quantitative 
Reasoning

• 5. Science and 
Technology 
Synthesis (upper 
division)

GE Area C

• Arts and 
Humanities (12 
units)

• 1. Visual and 
Performing Arts

• 2. Literature, 
Modern 
Languages, 
Philosophy and 
Civilization

• 1 more course in 
C1 or C2

• 3. Arts and 
Humanities 
Synthesis (upper 
division)

GE Area D

• Social Sciences 
(12 units)

• 1. U.S. History 
American Ideals

• 2. U.S. 
Constitution and 
California 
Government

• 3. Social 
Sciences, 
Principles, 
Methodologies, 
Value Systems, 
and Ethics

• 4. Social Science 
Synthesis (upper 
division)

GE Area E

• Lifelong 
Learning and 
Self-
Development (3 
units)



C. Your Political Science Curriculum
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The Political Science Curriculum is found on 

the left side of the curriculum sheet.

Political Science is broken into three areas

Core or Lower Division Courses

Senior Capstone - Thesis or Internship

Upper-Division Courses

You should attempt to finish your core 

courses (except PLS 3055/A) before the end 

of your second year.



Political Science Core/Lower Division
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These are the introductory 

courses to the subfields of 

political science. 

The only course with a 

prerequisite is PLS 3055/A.

If you did not take these 

equivalents at community 

college, you should finish this 

list by the end of your first 

year.



Political Science Upper-Division
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You are required to complete EIGHT upper-

division classes in the political science 

major. 

You must complete them in three areas:

American Politics/Public Administration

International Relations/Comparative Politics

Public Law/Political Theory

These classes have NO pre-requisites.



Political Science Upper-Division
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Two courses from 

American 

Politics/Public 

Administration

Two courses from 

International 

Relations/

Comparative 

Politics

Two courses 

from Public 

Law/Political 

Theory

“Wild card” box: you are 

not required to take any 
classes here

Two additional 

courses from 

anywhere on 

this sheet.

These classes are not necessarily offered every semester. 



Political Science Senior Capstone
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Every student must complete a senior project. This is a 

two-semester sequence that ONLY begins in the fall 

semester.  Enroll in one of these in Fall 2021. 



D. Unrestricted Electives
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Remember, you need 120 units to graduate.

After taking the required GE and political science courses, you will still be short 

the required 120 units to graduate. 

Unrestricted electives are any classes at the university that you want to take, 

merely to fulfill the unit count. They can be more upper-division political science 

courses, but they can be Theater classes, Kinesiology classes, food classes…

Some of your community college courses will count as unrestricted electives. You 

will have at least 15 units of unrestricted electives. 



Tips on BroncoDirect & 
Registering
How to monitor your academic progress and navigate registration
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Transfer Credit Report

• BroncoDirect Student Center –
Academics section dropdown menu

• Where you can see a record of your 
transfer coursework and how it fulfills 
CPP requirements

Degree Progress Report

• BroncoDirect Student Center –
Academics section dropdown menu

• Where you can see which 
requirements for your degree that 
you’ve satisfied and which 
requirements you have left to 
complete

Transfer Credit Report



Transcripts and Transfer Credit 

• Admissions is still processing transcripts -- your record may not be fully up 
to date

• If you think you already received credit for a course, let your orientation 
advisor know

• If you are enrolled in a summer course, be sure to send CPP your final 
transcripts as soon as you have final grades

• You can meet with an advisor in the fall to work on any paperwork 
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Admissions Office Hold 

• If you have this hold in your Student 
Center: 

• Admissions needs to verify your Written 
Communication and 
Mathematics/Quantitative Reasoning 
coursework (GE Areas A2 and B4) 

• After our presentation and advising, visit 
the e-Student Services Zoom link to 
meet with an Admissions staff member

• If you have unofficial transcripts handy, 
have them ready  

20



Synchronous vs. Asynchronous classes
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Asynchronous

These classes DO NOT 
have assigned meeting 
times. But you will have 

scheduled deadlines. 

Synchronous

These classes will meet in 
real time, usually on Zoom. 

Click here to learn 
more about the class 

details!



Course Details
Instruction Mode

• Fully Asynchronous: Course is 
instructed via online learning 
resources

• Fully Synchronous: Course is 
instructed via live broadcast, 
web chat room, streaming or 
other remote teaching styles in 
“real-time” at specific days and 
times

• Enrollment Requirements & 
Class Attributes

• Prerequisites/Corequisites
• GE Designation 

• Class Availability

• Find more information on 
searching for classes in the 
New Student Registration 
Guide

22



Waitlists
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Class is full, but 

waitlist is open

Class is open 

and has room

If you really need a 

course, do not be 

hesitant to add on the 

waitlist. Email the 

professor to ask the 

likelihood of being added 

to the course.

Click the individual section 
number to find out how many 

people are on the waitlist!



BroncoDirect Class Search Tips
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Tip #1: Because of 
waitlists, it is sometimes 

useful to toggle this 
option off and search for 
both waitlisted and open 

classes.

Tip #2: You can search for 
the available GEs in any 

given semester using the 
”Course Attribute” search.



What should you register for today?

Register for 15 units including:

Political 
Science 

1011

(E)

Finish 
introductory 
core PLS 
courses

Begin GE 
synthesis 
courses

Start taking 
upper-

division PLS 
courses



Political Science 1011
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This is NOT an Introduction to American Government course that you may have 
taken for AP credit. This is an introduction to the major, the professors, the students, 

central concepts, and career paths related to political science. 

This is a required course for the major and also counts as GE Area E. This will be a 
fun class that includes Zoom meetings, online readings and videos, group work, and 

written assignments. You will also get to know many other students in the major. 

PLS 1011-04

Section 04

For 2020-2021, you have only one option as a transfer student:

M 2:30-3:45pm



How to use permission numbers?
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•Once you receive a permission number, use the Class Search to find the course. Make sure 

to uncheck "Show Open Classes Only." Enter the number in the “Permission Nbr” box.

• If you have a permission number to override the waitlist, do not select the Wait list if 

class is full box -- this will deactivate the number.

•If the permission number is successful, the course will be added to your Shopping Cart.



Political Science Roadmap
The roadmap is a 

suggested plan, 

examples of classes that 

you could take, during 

your two years as a 

political science transfer 

at Cal Poly Pomona.

You can deviate from the 

roadmap, but use it to 

see what classes you’ll 

take in future semesters.



Univeristy Advisors

In the College of Letters, Arts, and Social Sciences, you can contact the 
CLASS Student Success Center at class-advising@cpp.edu . 

You will be assigned a faculty advisor in the department. Your faculty 
advisor will be found on the Student Center on BroncoDirect.

https://www.cpp.edu/studentsuccess lists all advising locations

https://www.cpp.edu/studentsuccess


Department Information
Political Science

30



Cal Poly Pomona Political Science

31

Welcome to 

Cal Poly 

Pomona!

Think of the political science 

department as your home away 

from home!



Political Science Faculty
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These faculty teach the courses in the department, but we also serve as advisors. 



The “Main Office”
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Administrative 
Coordinator

If you ever have a 
question, Ms. Alm is 

the main 
administrator for 
political science 

students and faculty.

Kim Alm

kmalm@cpp.edu
Building 94, Room 303

mailto:kmalm@cpp.edu


Clubs and Organizations
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Mock Trial
A competitive team based on 

trial lawyering, courtroom 

procedure, and litigation.

Tryouts: September 7-11, 2020

www.cppmocktrial.com

Instagram: @cppmocktrial

Political Science Club
Helps with majors, advising, 

and programming. 

Zoom meetings will be once a 

week, Thursdays. 
Instagram: @cpp.political.science

Facebook: @CPPPLS

Model UN
A competitive team that travels 

to New York City every spring 

semester.

Interviews held in October

Instagram: @broncosnmun

http://www.cppmocktrial.com/


Being online…
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How do you think you have 

to prepare differently now 

that we will be doing online 

distance learning?



Go to virtual office hours…
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Every faculty member will have dedicated office hours each week 

where they are available. They are listed on the department 

webpage. If you are falling behind in a class, office hours can be 

essential.

One of these faculty members will be your faculty program 

advisor. When we get back to face-to-face, you will be required to 

meet with your program advisor once a year.



Check your CPP email regularly
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You should check your CPP 

email at least twice a week 

but probably once a day.

You can download the Microsoft Outlook app on PC, Macs, but also 

both ioS and Android mobile phones.



Check Blackboard regularly

38

During fall semester, all 

classes will be held on 

Blackboard.

Some classes will just begin on Blackboard on Thursday, August 20 

without an official email or announcement. Get into the habit of 

checking Blackboard regularly. 



Check your progress regularly
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Check your Degree 

Progress Reports 

every semester.

The Degree Progress Report tracks the completion of your GE, 

political science, and unrestricted electives. You want to turn all the 

red indicator lights      into green lights       .

Yellow indicator lights mean that you are enrolled in the class for the 
current semester, but the DPR counts those units toward completion. 

The DPR is found in 
this dropdown menu.



Take charge of your learning
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Professors will expect 

that you are organized 

on Day 1. 

Organization is one of the main elements of success. Get a planner, 

start a to-do list, keep a regular schedule. Be organized and know 

what is expected of you.



After Virtual Advising 
How to contact us…

41



After Virtual Advising

Department Chair 
mag@cpp.edu

• Summer Office Hours: TuTh 10:00am-12:00pm

• Please e-mail at any point in the summer for 
any questions or concerns

• For CLASS Student Success Center advisor 
drop-in hours, please refer to Blackboard 

• For updates, please keep tabs on your CPP 
email and Billy Chat text messages 
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Prof. Mario Guerrero

mailto:mag@cpp.edu


Faculty Advisors
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Prof. Laureen Hom

ldhom@cpp.edu

Prof. Elli Menounou

emenounou@cpp.edu

mailto:ldhom@cpp.edu
mailto:menounou@cpp.edu


CLASS Student Success Advisors

44

Apart from faculty advisors in the department, CLASS has professional 

advisors who can help you and know our major very well. They will be 

holding Zoom office hours throughout the summer.

https://www.cpp.edu/class/student-success-center/
Email: class-advising@cpp.edu

https://www.cpp.edu/class/student-success-center/
mailto:class-advising@cpp.edu


After today…

• Your BroncoDirect Registration Appointment will last for a week.

• Virtual Engagements with Orientation Services continues
tomorrow, meet other new students!

• Add/drop begins again on Monday, August 10. 

• First day of class is on Thursday, August 20. 

Please email us if you have questions about anything! Faculty advisors and 
CLASS Student Success Center advisors are here to help!

45



Fall 2020 Registration 
• Breakout Rooms for Small Group Advising 

• You will be placed in rooms of 4-5 people, ask each other for help.
• Only one person can share their screen at a time. 

• If you need help from an advisor or student assistant, click the “Ask for Help”
button. Someone will drop by your room to assist you. 

• E-Student Services: Registration Troubleshooting, AP Score, Transcript 
and Financial Aid Questions

• Hours Today: 9 a.m. to noon and 1:30 to 4:30 p.m.
• Zoom Link: https://cpp.zoom.us/my/estudentservices

• For questions after today: contact the Bronco Advising Center
• Hours: Monday to Friday, 8 a.m. to 5 p.m.
• Email: bac@cpp.edu
• Phone: (909) 869-4600
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https://cpp.zoom.us/my/estudentservices
mailto:bac@cpp.edu


Fall 2020 Registration 

Please do not leave Virtual Advising until 
you have shown your fall schedule to 

myself or Dr. Hom. 


