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Emergency Eyewash and Shower Equipment




The Executive Vice Chancellor and Chief Financial Officer at the Chancellor’s Office originally issued this memorandum over ten years ago.  However, the recent Trustee’s Hazardous Materials Audit indicates that it is still very important to emphasize the CSU policy of full compliance with the applicable regulations/requirements for emergency eyewash and shower equipment as contained in California Code of Regulations, Title 8, §5162.  Some minor editorial modifications have been made by Environmental Health & Safety.  Please share this information with the employees (Faculty, Staff and Student Workers, etc.,) in your department who handle hazardous substances on a regular basis.

Federal and state laws and regulations require employers to provide employees (faculty and staff) with emergency eyewash and shower equipment at all work areas where, during routine operations or foreseeable emergencies, the eyes of an employee may come into contact with a substance which can cause corrosion, severe irritation or permanent tissue damage or which is toxic by absorption (California Code of Regulations, Title 8, §5162).

Water hoses, sink faucets or showers are not acceptable eyewash facilities.  Personal eyewash units or drench hoses which meet the requirement of ANSI Z358.1-1981, §6 or 8, may support plumbed or self-contained units but shall not be used in lieu of them.

An emergency shower which meets the requirements of ANSI Z358.1-1981, §4 or 9, shall be provided at all work areas where, during routine operations or foreseeable emergencies, areas of the body may come into contact with a substance which is corrosive or severely irritating to the skin or which is toxic by skin absorption.

Emergency eyewash facilities and deluge showers shall be in accessible locations that require no more than 10 seconds for the injured person to reach.  Plumbed and self-contained eyewash and shower equipment shall supply potable water at the flow rates and time durations specified in ANSI Z358.1-1981.  Plumbed eyewash and shower equipment shall be activated at least monthly to flush the line and to verify proper operation.  This test shall be documented.

All requirements and regulations for emergency eyewash and shower equipment as defined in the California Code of Regulations, Title 8, §5162 and ANSI Z358.1-1981 shall be followed.  Non-compliance with this regulation is not a risk to be assumed by any campus or department.
If you have any questions, feel free to call me at extension 3695.
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