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SUBJECT:
Hazardous Substances – Minimization, Storage and Labeling

The Executive Vice Chancellor and Chief Financial Officer at the Chancellor’s Office originally issued this memorandum over ten years ago.  However, the recent Trustee’s Hazardous Materials Audit indicates that it is still very important to emphasize the need for minimization of hazardous waste that is generated and the importance of compliance with hazardous substances labeling and storage regulations.  Some minor editorial modifications have been made by Environmental Health & Safety.  Please share this information with the employees (Faculty, Staff and Student Workers, etc.,) in your department who handle hazardous substances.

Economics, liability and environmental concerns are three incentives to encourage each department to consider waste minimization.  By minimizing our hazardous waste production we compensate for increasing disposal costs, increasing land disposal restrictions and bans, savings in raw materials and reduce potential liability for environmental problems onsite and offsite as well as reduction in potential liability for employee and student safety.

The most desirable methods of waste minimization are source reduction.  While it may appear to acquire the best price by ordering in volume, often the cost for disposal exceeds the original savings.  Waste minimization can further be realized through efficient material management, when possible substitution of less hazardous materials, good laboratory procedures and the migration to micro techniques (i.e. microchemistry) when performing research or classroom laboratory experiments.

Specific requirements applicable to the storage of hazardous substances are (California Code of Regulations, Title 8, §5164):

a) Substances which, when mixed, react violently, or evolve toxic vapors or gases, or which in combination become hazardous by reason of toxicity, oxidizing power, flammability, explosibility, or other properties, shall be separated from each other in storage by distance, by partitions, or otherwise, so as to preclude accidental contact between them.  This includes the campus requirement that Flammable liquids shall be stored in flammable cabinets when not in use and always at the end of a work day.
b) Hazardous substances shall be stored in containers which are chemically inert to and appropriate for the type and quantity of the hazardous substance.

c) Containers of hazardous substances shall not be stored in such locations or manner as to result in damage to the container.  Containers shall not be stored where they are exposed to heat sufficient to rupture the containers or to cause leakage.  
d) Containers used to package a substance which gives off toxic asphyxiation, suffocation, or anesthetic fumes in hazardous amounts shall not be stored in locations where it could be reasonably anticipated that employees would be exposed.  This requirement shall not apply to small quantities of such materials kept in closed containers, or to tank cars or trucks.
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Along with utilizing the correct storage containers for hazardous substances, each department shall ensure that each container of hazardous substances in the workplace is labeled, tagged or marked with the following information.

a) Identification of the hazardous substance(s) contained therein

b) Appropriate hazards warnings; and

c) Name and address of manufacturer, importer or other responsible party.

Labeling of portable containers into which hazardous substances are transferred from labeled containers, and which are intended only for the immediate use of the employee who performs the transfer is not required.  However, Environmental Health & Safety recommends that you label all containers.

Each department shall insure that employees do not remove or deface existing labels on incoming containers of hazardous substances unless the container is immediately marked with the required information.

Each department shall ensure that labels or other forms of warnings are legible, in English, and prominently displayed on the container or readily available in the work area throughout each work shift.

All requirements and regulations for the storage and labeling of hazardous substances as defined in the California Code of Regulations, Title 8 §5164, §5191 and §5194(f) shall be followed.

Additionally, resources are available on the Environmental Health & Safety Web Page at http://www.cpp.edu/~ehs.  Some specific documents are as follows:

· Cal Poly Pomona’s Environmental Health & Safety’s MSDS Web Page at 
· " 
http://www.cpp.edu/~ehs/portals/chemical/sds.shtml

· 
Cal Poly Pomona’s Hazard Communication Manual on the Web at http://www.cpp.edu/~ehs/files/occupational/doc/HazcomManual.doc 
· Cal Poly Pomona’s Hazardous Waste Manual at http://www.cpp.edu/~ehs/files/environmental/HazWasteManual.doc 
· Cal poly Pomona’s Chemical Safety Plan for Laboratories at http://www.cpp.edu/~ehs/files/chemical/CSPLSOP.doc 
If you have any questions, please feel free to call me at extension 3695.
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