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Sharon Esquivel
This spring, current Art History senior Sharon Esquivel took the reins of  
the B.A. in Art History’s Instagram account. Here’s what Sharon has to  
say about her plans:

“�I want to incentivize the Art History and Visual Communication Design majors of 

the Art Department to learn more about topics related to art and its history. I plan 

on doing so by sharing resources such as podcasts and information regarding 

in-person and online exhibitions. I would also like to facilitate discussions and 

debates about various topics related to art history to foster engagement and deeper 

understanding of the subject matter. The Art History Collective page can be used to 

create a community that values learning and intellectual curiosity by encouraging 

members to share their own insights about art history.�”

So, don’t wait. Follow @arthistorycollectivecpp and join the conversation!
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Melissa Nini Reyes (Class of 2021)
After earning her B.A. in Art History from Cal Poly Pomona, Melissa Nini Reyes was 
accepted into the master’s program at the University of California, Riverside. There 
today, Melissa works under the wing of her faculty mentor, Dr. Kristoffer Neville, and 
specializes in Pre-Modern and Early Modern Art with an emphasis on French Gothic 
architecture and Baroque painting and sculpture. Lecture courses and seminars at 
UCR have exposed Melissa to a broad range of art historical methods, and she looks 
forward to tackling an M.A. thesis, beginning September 2023, that integrates what she 
has learned about art history, theory, and methodologies into a substantial independent 
research project. 

Recent travel abroad also informs her work. In the summer of 2022, Melissa visited 
Germany, France, and Spain. This invaluable experience brought her into direct contact 
with many artworks and examples of architecture in her field of study. In the summer of 
2023, she will return to Europe for essential firsthand observation of even more.

In the meantime, Melissa has been awarded a 2022-2023 UCR Gluck Classroom 
Fellowship. For this program, she created an art history lesson plan for presentation 
at various events and schools designed to benefit people of all ages. At UCR, she has 
also held the position of Reader and Teacher’s Assistant for courses in American Art 
and Renaissance Architecture. Both roles have helped her gain experience grading 
and teaching undergraduate students. After graduate school, Melissa plans to pursue a 
career in art history education and museums.  
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