A CRITICAL PLANNING ANALYSIS OF UNIVERSITY ACCESSIBILITY FOR STUDENT PARENTS

INTRODUCTION
Student parents™ face a unique set of

challenges that go far beyond the
classroom. From navigating unstable
childcare and housing to juggling work,
parenting, and academics, these
compounding barriers often lead to
delayed graduation or dropout rates.
Despite their resilience, student parents
remain largely invisible in campus &
policy conversations.

This capstone examines how urban
planning can play a critical role in
addressing the spatial and systemic
challenges that student parents
encounter while in pursuit of a degree

*Student parents: degree seeking students with at least one dependent
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METHODOLOGY

This project uses a mixed-methodology
approach rooted in urban planning,
higher education policy, and equity
analysis. Due to the researcher’s dual
role as a student parent, the
methodology is informed by lived
experience and a critical lens on
institutional design.
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Approve the rezoning of a parcel to allow for
mixed-use. Their collaborative goal was to
replace the former Lake Street Parking Garage
with a new 410-stall parking garage, a city-
owned intercity bus terminal, and 213 student
housing apartment units with a total of 717
beds in a 12-story mixed-use building. 100 of
those beds will be set aside as affordable for
qualifying students from the University of
Wisconsin-Madison campus

KEY FINKDINGS

e Student parents are systematically
underserve: student parents are overlooked
during campus planning.

o campus design needs to be retrofitted

e Childcare, housing, and time are
iInterconnected barriers: these challenges
compound one another, contributing to
iIncreased stress, academic delays, and
dropout risks.

e Policy can drive change: AB 3116 ana
CCAMPIS can help with the two-generation
Impact.

DORA HARVILLE SPRING 2025 ADVISOR: ALVARO HUERTA, PH. D.

I\
W/

CalPolyPomona

College of

Environmental Design

RECOMENDATIONS
Campus Design & Spatial Inclusion

e Designated play/study areas

e Lactation rooms, changing stations in all-gender
restrooms

e Way finding, stroller-friendly paths, and family parking

e Inclusive campus maps featuring parenting services
Childcare innovations
e Use grants such as CCAMPIS and partner with public ana
private agencies to provide affordable childcare
e co-located or pop-up childcare centers near college

clusters
e extended hours

Family Housing
e mixed-use developments w/intergrated services
e repurposing campus buildings for family housing
e alternate housing models such as modular and tiny
homes

Resource Hubs & Peer Networks

e Centralized, family-friendly physical & digital resource
hubs

e peer mentoring and support groups open to all parenting
students

CONCLUSION

Student parents represent a resilient yet overlooked
population in higher education. Their success is shaped not
only by systems surrounding them, but also the built
environment. By partnering with other agencies institutions
can create viable solutions to reducing key barriers for
student parents.




