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Introduction
California’s Delta region supplies water to two-thirds of the

state but faces threats from aging levees, salinity intrusion,
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water reliability, the DCP raises environmental and equity

concerns for Delta ecosystems and communities.

» Research Question: What are the long-term effects of the
Delta Conveyance Project on ecological systems in the
Sacramento-San Joaquin Delta?

Methodology
This study used a qualitative approach to evaluate the

long-term environmental risks and planning alternatives to
the DCP.

Qualitative Design
» Stakeholder Interviews- Department of Water Resources,
Save the Delta Alliance, Business Owner

Walnut Grove

* Document Analysis- DCP Final EIR, DCP Environmental
Justice Community Survey, global conveyance projects

* Site Analysis- selected five locations along proposed DCP
Eastern Route to grade them against criteria: ecological
burden, geological stability, accessibility, seismic activity.
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Key Findings
Document analysis, interviews, and site visits identified long-term ecological

risks not adequately addressed in the DCP Final EIR. These include:
* Hypoxia, as seen in the Gulf of Mexico, linked to altered sediment and
nutrient flows

« Water salinization, threatening both farmland and aquatic species

» Sediment contamination, particularly near intake sites like Hood

 Stakeholders also expressed concern about unclear community benefits
and limited alternative analysis in the DCP process.

Locke

Policy Recommendations

No single alternative analyzed was sufficient enough on its own to be a

direct alternative to the DCP, suggesting that a layered approach

integrated into the DCP would be the most efficient and equitable.

* Nutrient Reduction Programs- Adopt upstream controls to prevent
hypoxia in the Delta; align with EPA and Gulf Hypoxia Task Force
models.
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i, -« Urban Water Recycling- Expand regional reuse systems to reduce Delta
// water dependency.

seien o | @yee Repair and Reinforcement- Invest in levee upgrades to protect
Delta communities; integrate into California’s Climate Adaptation
Strategy.
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Conclusions

 The DCP improves water supply but overlooks local environmental and equity
Impacts.

* Levee repairs and nutrient reduction offer more targeted, community-based
benefits.

 Alayered strategy that combines infrastructure, ecological protection, and
demand reduction is essential.

* Planning must prioritize both resilience and justice for Delta communities.
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