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Introduction

California’s High-Speed Rail (CAHSR) program is the largest transportation infrastructure investment in the

Methodology

Approach: Qualitative, semi-structured interviews
state’s history and is expected to reshape mobility, land use, and economic development. As the system
expands beyond major metropolitan hubs, it enters exurban communities characterized by low-density,
auto-oriented development, constrained transit, and limited planning capacity. Palmdale, a planned Additional City Topic: Implementation
CAHSR station city in northern Los Angeles County, represents this context and serves as the study area for

this project.

Exurban communities are less prepared to capture the economic and social benefits of high-speed rail .
compared to larger metropolitan cities. Existing state planning guidelines are broad and may not fully Comparatlve Framework
address the unique conditions of these communities, creating gaps between statewide objectives and local
implementation capacity. While prior research has focused on major metropolitan regions, less attention

has been given to how high-speed rail impacts exurban cities.

Pomona

Participants: City of Palmdale staff and community members
Interview Topics: Awareness, Development, Transportation, and Equity

College of Environmental Design
Urban and Regional Planning

Format: 15-30 minute interviews conducted in-person, by Zoom, or by phone

project is understood, experienced, and planned by City and community participants.

Analysis: Responses were organized into a comparative matrix to identify shared themes and gaps

Responses were organized into a comparative matrix to identify similarities and gaps in how the CAHSR
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Expand Community-Centered

®

Leverage Economic Benefits to Improve Transit Connectivity &

Outreach Build Public Support Access Risks
e Conduct recurring in-person e Highlight jobs and mobility in * Increase AVTA and Metrolink e Conduct displacement risk
engagement outreach service frequency and coverage assessment
e Partner with community-based * Prioritize local hiring and * Improve safety on key corridors * Integrate affordable housing .
organizations workforce development (Ave Q, Palmdale Blvd) strategies
* Provide updates in multiple formats e Support small businesses in station e Explore tenant protections
(bilingual, digital, in-person) planning * Provide transparent impact

information

Plan for Equity & Displacement

Strengthen Local Advocacy &

Coordination

e Advocate for CAHSR technical

support

Push for place-specific engagement

e Expand outreach to rural

communities
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