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Modal filter
PLANTER BOXES 

FLEX POSTS
PAINT

Open streets
STREET MURAL (PAINT)

PLANTER BOXES

Parklet/Outdoor Dining
WOOD PLANKS

TABLES, CHAIRS, BENCHES

Bike Lane protection
JERSEY BARRIERS

PAINT

Curb extensions
PLANTER BOXES

FLEX POSTS
PAINT

This research and design study utilizes a qualitative 

approach through analyzing the policies and design of two case-study cities for 

tactical urbanism, observations of the Colorado 

Boulevard site. 

Case study analysis
• Jersey City, NJ: Chosen for its extensive 

use of tactical approaches to street safe-

ty and pedestrianization, and similar U.S. 

context.

• Barcelona, SP: Chosen for a differing ap-

proach to tactical design, and less similar 

planning approach.

Utilizing an analysis matrix for both design 

and policy based upon the variables of 

cost, effect on traffic, public opinion, ur-

ban form, and systemic change.

Observation
• Analyze current state of the site to help 

in finding which interventions are neces-

sary and where.

• Site visits conducted during a three-

week period in January, visiting at dif-

ferent times each week, and during the 

week and the weekend.

Data collected has been coded themati-

cally through the variables of  pedestrian/

cyclist traffic, 

usage of public space, and traffic speed.

Southern California cities focus most infrastructure spending on 

cars, with improvements to shared mobility and reallocating space 

limited to only the highest demand areas. Tactical urbanism offers 

an experimental approach to placemaking and street safety initia-

tives that lowers the cost and speeds up timelines. 

Pasadena particularly can benefit from the tactical approach, with 

many parts of the city already utilizing shared mobility, but few 

infrstructure improvements to address the demand. This study fo-

cuses on Colorado Boulevard near Pasadena City College (PCC), and 

area with high pedestrian and car traffic conflicting together, aiming 

to create a policy and design toolkit with potential wide applications.

Streetscape design: Components and layouts visualized

JERSEY CITY, NJ BARCELONA, SP

Traffic 

Impact

+ Increased active transportation usage

+ Helped to achieve vision zero

+  Traffic evaporation, car trips decreased

+  Increased active transportation usage

-  Superblocks majorly change traffic patterns

Systemic 

Change

+ Streamlined & Integrated Department of Infrastructure

+ Massive momentum for permanent improvements

+ Tactical urbanism integrated with long term planning

- No streamlined permanent infrastructure process

Urban 

Form

+ Tactical urbanism has vastly improved the urban form

- Much of the tactical interventions havent seen proper 

upkeep

+ Superblock concept is a massive urban form im-

provement

-Some promised long term projects havent came to 

fruititon

Cost

+ Far less-expensive to implement

- Upkeep has been minimal, not every intervention has 

been looked after the way it should

+ Cost continues to be an advantage to tactical urban-

ism even with better upkeep and quick replacements

Public 

Opinion

+ Jersey City has seen reduced opposition to active 

transport and space reallocation projects across the 

board

- The limited upkeep has harmed public opinion slightly

+ Most residents support tactical urbanist approaches

- As an early adopter of tactical urbanism, many resdi-

ents want the focus to be on permanent changes.

What policy actions can Pasadena take to succeed in 
tactical urbanism? How can successful tactical 
urbanist approaches offer a path towards improving 
cities?

POLICY RECOMMENDATIONS

Current view of street near Colorado Blvd/Bonnie Ave

Pedestrianized plaza, Jersey City 
Source: Street Plans

Integrate:
Successful planning processes work with other 

departments, or even combine necessary depart-

ments

• Pasadena should combine together Public 

Works with the parts of other departments that 

oversee public infrastructure improvements.

• Utilize off the shelf materials, and streamline 

projects that follow approved guidelines on tacti-

cal urbanism

Start tactically:
Experimenting with future design improvements 

offers residents a chance to visualize the final 

product.

• Quick initial implementation helps gauge public 

sentiment and get involvement in the design 

• Having  plans ready for permanent changes will 

also help to avoid the lack of maintenance that of-

ten occurs with tactical projects

Observations:
The PCC area has large amounts of foot traffic, 

transit users and cyclists but still has many conflict 

areas to address that there are currently no plans 

to work on.

Key conflict areas: Intersections of 

Colorado/Bonnie Ave and Colorado/Hill Ave

Buisiest times: Monday-Wednesday mornings

Quietest times: Most evenings, especially 

weekends.

Bold actions have a high payoff.

It might not work everywhere, but Barcelo-

na’s superblocks have resulted in a reduc-

tion in car trips and improvements to nearly 

every part of city life.

Tactical urbanism offers opportunity to 

improve planning systems.

Both Barcelona and Jersey City have seen 

their planning systems and timelines im-

prove drastically since implementing tacti-

cal approaches.

CONCLUSION

Pasadena has the opportunity to improve urban mobility and experience through tactical urbanist approaches.
The key advantages of tactical urbanism are cost, timeline, community engagement, and safety. Compared 
to other approaches, tactical urbanism goes further to address the urgency of interventions within our cities. 
Planning processes will need to adapt to meet the challenge, not only to adopt tactical approaches to design, 
but also to improve long-term infrastructure planning altogether. The two case study cities, Barcelona and 
Jersey City show that when addressing urgent probelms within the city, creative solutions will offer improve-
ments beyond what might be expected.




