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Dear John [Manley]:

You have asked for my comments on the qualifications of T. D. Lee. This is an easy assignment: I can say either that he is
the youngest of the absolutely top flight theoretical physicists in the world, or that he is the best theoretical physicist of his
age. He is extraordinarily imaginative, original, and productive. He has worked in fields as diverse as the theory of
turbulence, the statistical theory of phase transitions, the multiple production of mesons, the dynamics of strange particle
production, and the applications of group theory to the selection rules of subnuclear matter. His work is elegant, novel,
and lucid, though on occasion he has undertaken massive programs of computation when there was no other way to

derive the consequences of proposed physical laws.

He is a lucid expositor; even a brief look at his published papers will indicate that. He has collaborated widely, and with
men of different skill and talent and interest. He is, as far as I know, held in universal high regard, and, among those

with whom he is acquainted, with universal affection. In character, he is robust, simple, humorous, and gentle.

Very sincerely,

Robert Oppenheimer
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