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Physics ‘Principle’ Wrong,
Mirror Reflection Not Tr

Experimenters
Demolish ‘Law’
After 30 Years

By Earl Ubell

Nine men and a woman shat-
tered one of the solid pillars of
sclence of physics yesterday.
y announced at Columbia
University that with two cxperi- §
ments they had destroyed one
of the most cherished ohysical
laws, one that had stood unmo=

lested for three decades.
Likened by one sclentist to
Einstein’s discovery of the the-
ory of relativity, the achleve
ment opens the way 10 a whole
new set of explanations of the
atom, the world and the cosmos.
‘The sclentists, in what was

physics in ten
years. left in tatters the so-
called “principle of parity,”
which had as high a standing
as the law of conservation of
mass and energy.

Landmark Demolished

Physiclsts had used this prine
ciple as A searchlight into the
tangled jungle of the atom. It
enabled them to manipulate
thelr equations with carefree
abandon o predict atomic be-
Bavior All the experiments had
jsupported it Luth. Now It is

gone.
The principle of parity told
|physicists what had been “ob-
vious to common sense” for &
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Li Zhengdao and Yang Zhenning were Given the Cold Shoulder

The Chinese won the Nobel Prize for the first time more than 60 years ago

HUA Xinmin, WANG Zuoyue

Abstract: When Tsung-Dao Lee and Chen Ning Yang shared the Nobel prize in
physics for their questioning of the law of parity conservation in 1957, they were
actually Chinese citizens, not yet American citizens, which made them the first
Chinese to ever win a Nobel. Many Chinese, however, have held the impression
that they were then already American citizens (though of Chinese descent). This
widespread misperception can be traced to the cold (low-key) official response to
the news of the prize by the Chinese government at the time. This paper examines
the Chinese official media reports first on the news of Lee and Yang’s scientific
breakthrough, and then on that of their Nobel prize. It highlights the following
factors in shaping such reporting: the tensions across the Taiwan Strait and between
China and the United States in the context of the Cold War; the launching of the
Soviet satellite Sputnik; and the failure to persuade Yang to return to China that
year. It also reveals the reason for the absence of any representative of the Chinese
government at the Nobel ceremony.

Keywords: Tsung-Dao Lee, Chen Ning Yang, law of parity conservation, Nobel

prize in physics, cold treatment
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