
storytelling, and questions misconceptions about Chi

nese "cruelty." In the chapter, "Girls of My Acquaint

ance," Lee acknowledges the gender oppression of 

women in China but challenges the stereotype of Chi

nese parents killing their baby girls. In discussing his 

experience in relation to the Chinese Educational Mis

sion, Lee questions Western imperialist practices in 

China and considers Yung Wing's project as a remedy 

for "the wrongs" committed by the so-called "Chris

tian" and "enlightened nations." In the last chapter, 

"First Experiences in America," Lee also describes 

his own experience in a train robbery and critiques 

the violence in the industrialized America. Though it 

is categorized as an autobiography, Lee's work focuses 

mostly on his memory of everyday practice of Chinese 

culture and society and his impression of the techno

logically oriented United States. 

Lee also wrote polemic essays explaining his faith 

and defending Chinese presence in the United States. 

His first essay, "Why I Arn Not a Heathen," was pub

lished in North American Review in September 1887, 

and served as a response to his fellow Chinese Ameri

can Wong Chin Foo's essay, "Why Arn I a Heathen?" 

carried in the April issue of the same journal. Lee 

answers Wong's concern by differentiating between 

religion and ethics and narrating his own spiritual jour

ney from a "heathen" to a Christian. He questions the 

hypocrisy of the British government in claiming to be 

a Christian nation but practicing gunboat policy in 

China. Lee concludes by reiterating his faith in "true 

Christianity" and embracing the values of cosmopoli

tanism. 

As anti-Chinese sentiment and legal exclusion of 

the Chinese escalated in the United States, Lee 

changed his modest tone in the previous essay and 

wrote a powerful argument in the essay, "The Chinese 

Must Stay," carried in the North American Review in 

April 1889. Resorting to the high ideals of the found

ing fathers of the Republic, Lee questions "this gener

ation of Americans in their treatment of other races" 

and condemns the laws passed against the Chinese 

and the anti-Chinese platform adopted by both politi

cal parties on the West Coast. With statistics, exam

ples, and logical reasoning, Lee challenges all 11 

charges against the Chinese and dismisses them one 

by one as contradictory, speculative, and malicious. 

Lee, Yuan Tseh I 777 

After Lee worked at odd jobs for decades and 

served as the editor of the American Banker from 

1918 to 1927, Lee lost his job with humiliation and 

finally decided to leave for China. Although China 

had been under siege of the Japanese Imperial Army 

during the 1930s, Lee could not find decent work and 

suffered from poverty. His last cotTespondence with 

the United States was in 1938, when he was allegedly 

killed by the Japanese bombing of Canton. 

Yuan Shu 

See also Chinese Americans 
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Lee, Yuan Tseh (1936-) 

Yuan Tseh Lee is a prominent Taiwan-born scientist 

who spent much of his scientific career in the United 

States, including conducting the research that won 

him a share of the 1986 Nobel Prize in Chemistry. He 

returned to the island in 1994 where he has played an 

active role in its science and education policy and in 

its politics. 

Yuan Tseh Lee (Li Yuanzhe in pinyin) was born 

on November 19, 1936, in Hsinchu (Xinzhu) in 

Taiwan. His father Lee Tze-fan (Li Zefan) was an artist 

and educator, and his mother Ts'ai Pei (Cai Pei) 

directed a kindergarten. At the time Taiwan was under 

Japanese occupation, so Lee grew up speaking 

Japanese and went to a Japanese school until the end 

of World War II in 1945 when the island returned to 

Chinese rule. After some initial difficulties, Lee 

adjusted to going to a Chinese school and learned to 

speak Chinese. Soon he became an avid reader of 
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books and magazines (both Chinese and Japanese), 

wh ich greatly expanded his hori zon and turned him 

into a young ideal ist and even a socialist. Lee excelled 

in  both academics and sports (basebal l  and table ten

n i s ), but it was a b iography of Marie Curie that led 

him to decide to pursue a career in science. 

Lee entered the elite Taiwan University in 1 955 to 

study chemical engineering, but changed to chemistry 

a year later because he was attracted in part by the 

devotion of some of its facu lty. Upon the recommen

dations of an upper c l as sman ,  C. T. Chang (Zhang 

Zhaoding), he spent much time and energy on physics 

as a foundation for the understanding of most chemical 

phenomena, which even tual ly led him to special ize in 

physical chemistry. Following his graduation in 1 959, 

he enrol led in the graduate program in  chemi stry at 

Tsinghua Un i vers i ty in Hsinchu where he obtained 

his MS with a thesis on the studies of natural radioiso

topes present in a mineral called Hukutolite. Afterward 

he  s tayed at Ts inghua as a research as s i stan t con

ducting research on the determination of the structure 

of a substance called tricyclopentadienyl samarium 

us ing x-rays .  Throughout thi s period, Lee learned to 

make instruments and set up soph i sticated experiments 

under primitive conditions that would serve him well 

later in his career. 

In 1 962, Lee entered the University of Cal iforn ia, 

Berkeley , to pursue a PhD in chemistry . There he was 

interested in the research on chemica l  reactions by 

Dudley Hershbach, one of his chemistry professors , 

but Hershbach soon moved to Harvard . Lee ended up 

work ing with Bruce Mahan, whose style of providing 

l i ttle gu idance but max imum freedom benefited Lee 

in the long run as it forced and encouraged him to find 

solutions to scientific problems on his own. After suc

cess fu l l y  comp le t i ng  an experi men t on reac t i on s  

between excited and  ground-state alkali atoms, Lee 

received his PhD in 1 965 and stayed in Mahan ' s  lab 

as a pos tdoc. Th i s  gave Lee the opportunity to carry 

out stud ies on ion- molecule  reactions  by shooting  

crossed beams of molecules (ions) at each other and 

using detectors to examine their reactions, a field that 

was pioneered by Hershbach. 

In February 1 967 , thi s  interest in molecular beam 

react ions led Lee to take up a second postdoc w i th 

Hershbach at Harvard. At the time, one of the major 

l im i tat ions of Hershbach ' s crossed molecu lar beam 

apparatus was that it could work only with alkali mol

ecules . Within a year, however, Lee, with the support 

of a team of graduate students and technicians, suc

cessful ly  designed and constructed a machine capable 

of can·ying out such experiments with nonalkali mole

c u l e s ,  wh ich  opened the  era of un i versal crossed 

molecular beam experimentation that was fundamental 

to understanding exactly what happened during chemi

cal reactions. Hershbach marveled at Lee' s talent and 

skil ls , cal l ing him "the Mozart of physical chemistry ." 

He also commented that Lee could make such a com

pl icated machine and make it work because he had 

"ti ve thousand years of cultural heri tage" beh ind him. 

In 1 968, Lee was hired as an assistant professor at 

the Univers i ty of Chicago where he continued and 

expanded h i s  earl ier successes with new generations of 

crossed molecular beams apparati that revolutionized 

the field. In quick succession he was promoted to associ

ate professor in 1 97 1  and full professor in 1973. But in 

1 974 he returned to Berkeley as both a professor of 

chemistry and a principal investigator at the Lawrence 

Berkeley National Laboratory that the uni versi ty ran 

under contract with the federal government .  He al so 

naturalized as a U.S. citizen that same year. 

At Berkeley, Lee continued to lead research in h i s  

field with the construction of several molecular beams 

apparati specia l ly  des igned to examine react ion 

dynamics ,  photochemica l  processes, and molecu lar 

spectroscopy . His lab attracted students and scientists 

from all over the world and in turn produced many 

future leaders in  the fie l d .  Honors a l so poured i n  

during thi s  period : h e  was elected a member o f  the 

U . S .  Nat ional Academy of  Sc iences in 1 979 ,  a 

member of Academia S in i ca, the highest scholar ly 

acclaim in  Taiwan, several honorary professorships 

from un ivers i ties in  mainland China, the Ernest 0. 

Lawrence Award from the U.S. Department of Energy 

in 1 98 1 ,  the ational Medal of Science in early 1 986, 

and later that same year, the Nobel Prize in Chemistry, 

which he shared with Hershbach and Canadian chem

ist John C. Polanyi "for their contribut ions concern ing 

the dynamic s  of chemica l  elementary processes . "  

As he gained prominence, Lee became increasingly 

act i ve  in publ i c  po l i cy  both on and o ff campus ,  

including serving as cocha i r  of the chance l lo r ' s 



Asian-American Affairs Committee at Berke ley and as 

a member of the Secretary of Energy Advi sory Board. 

F ina l ly ,  i n  1 994, attracted by the prospect of 

democratic reforms in Taiwan and prope l led by an 

attachment to h is birthplace, Lee dec ided to take early 

reti rement from Berkeley and return to Ta iwan to 

become the president of Academia Sinica (he gave up 

h i s U.S .  c i tizenship to do so). In h i s  new posit ion he 

devoted h imse l f  to s trengthen ing the academy' s 

research efforts by both increasing its budgets and 

recrui t ing other sci e n t i s ts who had ,  l i ke h im ,  gone 

abroad, especial ly to the United States, from Taiwan. 

Be lieving that sc ientists and inte l lectuals shou ld exer

cise thei r social respons ib i l i ties, Lee al so became cen 

tra l l y  invo lved in  educat iona l  reforms,  cross-strait 

(Taiwan-main land China) relations , and other social 

and public affairs in Taiwan. 

Most significantly and controversially, Lee lent h i s  

cons iderab le prest ige in support of the eventua l ly suc

cessfu l  cand i dacy of Chen S huib i an, leader of the 

opposition Democratic Progressive Patty, in Taiwan ' s  

2000 presidential election. He ju stified h i s  move as  a 

step in encouraging democratic reform in  Taiwan ,  but 

his crit ics felt that by doing so he comprom ised the tra

ditional ly nonpo litical statu s of Academia S in ica (he 

later expressed h i s di sappoin tment i n  Chen, who was 

ind icted for corruption after leaving office in 2008) .  

Lee offered to resign his presidency of the academy 

but his resignation was not accepted, and he continued 

in that position unti l 2006, when he became a research 

fe l l ow i n  the academy ' s In s t i tute of Atomic  and 

Mo lecu lar Sc i ences that he and C .  T .  Chang had 

helped found in the early 1 990s . In  2008 ,  he was 

e lected pres ident of the International Counci l for Sci

ence and began his term in 20 1 1 .  

Zuoyue Wang 

See also Taiwanese Americans 
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Leong, Russell  ( 1 950-) 

Russel l  Leong i s  the editor of Amerasia Journal, a 

leading interd i scip linary journal in the field of As ian 

American studies,  as we l l as an adjunct professor in 

the Depa1tments of English and Asian American Stud

ies at the University of Californ ia, Los Angeles . He is 

also a poet and author who se works have won the 

PEN Joseph ine  M i les A ward in  L i terature and the 

American Book Award. 

Leong was born in San Franc isco ' s Chinatown 

distr ic t i n  1 950 . He was an earl y parti c ipan t  i n  San 

Franc isco' s Kearny Street Workshop, a nonprofit, 

po lit ica lly act ive arti sts '  co l lective ded icated to pro

duc ing Asian American art . In 1 972,  he recei ved h i s  

bachelor' s degree from San Franc isco State Univer

sity. Leong went on to spend the next two years study

i n g  in the Departmen t of Ch i ne se Language s and 

Literature at the ational Taiwan University . In 1 990, 

Leong completed a master' s degree in fine arts from 

UCLA ' s School of Theater, Fi lm, and Te l evision .  

Leong' s work has been cr i t ical l y  praised for its 

discussion of Chinese American identity, migration, 

and diaspora . It has a l so addres sed top ics  inc luding 

gay and bisexual identity, AIDS, and rel igion and spir

i tua l ity .  In 1 993 , Leong publi shed The Country of 

Dreams and Dust, a col lect ion of  poems , to wide

spread acc la im .  I t  wou ld eventua l ly win the PE 

Jo sephine M i les  Literary Award as  an example of 

excel lence in  multicu ltural l i terature. 

In 200 1 , Phoenix Eyes and Other Stories, a book 

of sh01t stories penned by Leong ,  was honored as one 

of 1 5  American Book Award w inners . The book con

tained I 4 stories written over 30  years , several of 

which had been antho logized in co llections inc luding 

A iiieeeee! An  Anthology of Asian American Writers, 

edited by Frank Chin, and Charlie Chan is Dead: An 

Anthology of Contemporary Asian American. Fiction , 
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