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UTOPIAN HOUSING TIMELINE

Ledoux’s Royal Saltworks 
was planned as an ideal 
city in which the director 
lives in the center where 
he can survey the 
workers living on the 
perimeter.

Ebenezer Howard’s 
book “Garden Cities of 
To-morrow” starts the 
garden city movement.

Tony Garnier’s Cité 
Industrielle was a 
socialist urban plan that 
relied on the goodness 
of man. It deliberately 
contains no government 
buildings, courts, jails, 
churches, etc.

Le Corbusier’s Ville 
Radieuse is a linear city 
based on the shape of 
the human body. His 
dream was to reunite 
man with a well-ordered 
environment.

Buckminster Fuller’s 
Dymaxion House was a 
response to the need for 
mass-produced, affordable, 
easily transportable, and 
environmentally ef�cient 
housing.

Moisei Ginzburg’s 
Narkom�n House in 
Moscow is an example 
of constructivist design 
with a social agenda. 
Constructivists believe 
that intentional design 
can highly effect 
inhabitant’s behavior.

The Metabolist movement 
in Japan and Archigram in 
London were designing 
highly extreme futuristic 
visions with “Marine City” 
(below) and “Plug-in City”.

Charle’s Fourier’s 
phalanstère was a 
self-contained utopian 
community modeled after 
military units. It was meant 
to challenge women’s roles 
within the home.

More’s book describes an 
ideal city with rowhouse 
dwellings. “The houses be 
of fair and gorgeous ... 
without any partition or 
separation.”

Leonardo da Vinci’s 
invention for an ideal city 
came about after Milan 
was hit by a major plague. 
He wanted to design a city 
that would be more 
united, had greater 
communication, services, 
and sanitation.

Reginald Johnson & 
Clarence Stein’s plan of 
Baldwin Hills Village, now 
the Village Green, consists of 
clusters of attached homes 
surrounding communal 
lawns or “greens”.

The idea of cohousing 
pioneered in Denmark 
and was coined by 
writer Bodil Graae in 
1967. The �rst Danish 
cohousing project was 
Sættedammen.

A common format for 
cohousing today is 
adaptive reuse of an old 
building. An example of 
this is Swan’s Market 
Cohousing in Oakland.

An American 
interpretation of the 
Danish cohousing 
model, communities 
like Muir Commons in 
Davis take on a very 
sustainable and 
ecological mission.

Jean Renaudie’s Jean 
Hachette Complex in 
France is a terraced 
collective living 
apartment building 
overgrown with plant 
life.
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