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Policy:  Privately-owned animals on campus, including use in classroom studies
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Introduction

At Cal Poly Pomona (CPP), animals belonging to students, staff, and faculty are occasionally used in teaching situations on campus.  These privately-owned animals (aka client-owned) have included birds, reptiles, amphibians, rodents, rabbits, fish, cats, and dogs in courses ranging from general biology to animal health sciences.  The Animal Care and Use Committee (ACUC) retains oversight of the use of privately-owned animals in such situations because of the potential, among many possibilities, for injuries, scratches, bites, disease transmission, and allergic reactions when persons come into contact with them.  There is also the concern for the general welfare of animals while in use, which includes demonstrations and veterinary clinical examinations.  Further, this acceptance by the ACUC of the use of privately-owned animals on campus is recognized as an effort to minimize the overall numbers of animals used. 

Scope

This policy applies to privately-owned animals brought to campus for the purpose of teaching or demonstration, not for research (meaning investigation and/or testing).

This policy does not extend to privately-owned animals housed permanently on campus, for example, animals in an aquarium or terrarium in an office or horses being boarded.  Nor does it apply to animals used in typical farm or agricultural projects unless covered by an animal usage protocol.

This policy is not meant to contradict -- and it may be superseded by -- the CPP policy statement regarding animals on university premises as follows:  “University policy allows for animals who are not participating in any University activity to be on University premises as long as they remain outside University buildings, are accompanied by an individual, and are on a leash or confined to a kennel when not under the control of an individual.  No animals, except those owned by the University and being used for official University instructional purposes or guide dogs, are permitted inside University buildings without the prior written approval of the University. (1)”
 
Components of the policy

The use of privately-owned animals in a teaching application must be covered by an animal study protocol per the policies of the ACUC.  The animals do not belong to the University, but remain instead with the student, member of staff, lecturer, professor, or other private individual or client, during their use.  Ownership does not transfer to the University.  They are not ‘counted’ towards usage reports for AAALAC, International (4), or USDA.

Animals known to be afflicted by an infectious condition (i.e., fungal, bacterial, viral, or parasitic) cannot be used for teaching or demonstration.  An exception can be granted for animal health science (AHS) or veterinary technology (AVS) courses, in which the objective is to learn about such conditions and/or treat them, but this must be declared, appropriate personal protection techniques must be employed, and appropriate examination and treatment records must be kept.  No disease or debilitation can be induced in the animal.

Reasonable care must be taken to protect the animal from harm by other animals and persons and vice versa.  A memorandum of understanding, “Permission to have animals participate in a University activity,” is available (1) and must be completed between the owner and the instructor.  In cases, they are one and the same, signatures in an ACUC-approved protocol will serve the same purpose.

It is anticipated that the activities and practices performed with the animals will be those which pet owners would normally allow with their own animals.  The usage must be as described in the protocol (e.g., for demonstration or veterinary clinical procedures).  Any other use would be considered a research purpose and would then constitute the need for a research protocol to be submitted to the ACUC.

The animal's owner can remove his/her animal from an activity at any time.


Animals are not to be housed or kept on campus for periods longer than 12 hours without prior approval of the ACUC, campus veterinarian, or animal facilities’ manager.  Animals that stay on campus for periods longer than 12 hours need to be housed in an approved animal facility.  This use of an animal must be described in the ACUC protocol as well.

Students who are provided with animals (e.g., rodents, birds, fish) specifically to perform a class-related project, and who might later adopt the animal, must be aware of ACUC policies, be trained in the proper and humane care and use of those animals, and have knowledge of any potential hazards associated with handling the animals.


The ACUC is aware and acknowledges that individuals are recruited to bring their pets to campus, which will be patients for teaching and clinical procedures, in various AVS/AHS courses as part of the veterinary technology training program.  This program is sanctioned through the accreditation process, conducted by the American Veterinary Medical Association.  In accordance with the program, the owners must complete pertinent liability release, consent, and/or waiver forms (provided and retained by AVS/AHS instructors).  The content addresses consent and understanding on the part of the ‘client’ of the procedures to be performed such as anesthesia and surgery and their inherent risks.  Appropriate records must be maintained.
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