
5th Grade
~Alternative Energy Research Assignment~

Materials and Time

· Internet access
· Computer

· 30 minutes – 1 hour of researching on the internet

State Standard
Earth and Human Activity 5-ESS3-1:  Obtain and combine information about ways that individual communities use science ideas to protect the Earth’s resources and environments

Objectives
· Have students use the internet to search and find information about communities and Earth’s resources

· Learn that there are different ways to protect the Earth; broaden knowledge of how to protect the resources

Anticipatory Set/ Linking to prior knowledge
· Know how to use the internet

· Know how to tell if a website or source is credible (NO Wikipedia)

Instructions
Hand out the activity below.  Explain to your students that when they get home they should complete it and bring in it in the next day.  Have them find 2-4 communities and the way they protect Earths resources.  After they have brought in their responses they will share what they found to the entire class so that the information can be available to all the students.
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How Do People Protect Earth?

The Earth is our home; it’s where we live with everyone we know and it gives us important resources to survive.  Everyone is doing their part to protect what Earth offers, and there are many different ways to do that.
You learned about some of these ways at BioTrek’s Mesozoic Garden.  The Ethnobotony garden also showed you how the Tongva communities in the past protected the Earth’s resources and environments.

You will use the internet to research websites and sources to find more communities, like local cities, that protect the Earth’s resources and environments nowadays.

Cite 2-4 communities, including at least 1 local community and 1 global community that protect the Earth’s resources and environments. Describe the scientific ideas they’ve created in a few sentences. 

Examples: Cal Poly has newly installed solar panels on some of the buildings and parking lots. Northern California is eliminating plastic bags.  Pasadena offers rebates for owning energy saving appliances in their homes and for planting shade trees, which conserve energy and thus ensures more energy for future generations.  


