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From Era to Era 
 
With the close of the 2024-2025 school year, the SEES program ends its 12-
year window under the leadership of SEES Director, Dr. Steve Alas. Since 
2013, Dr. Alas has led the program through many firsts and created new 
programming under the SEES umbrella. Dr. Alas created the BioTiER 

program and ran it from 
2013-2018, developed 
the NSF SPIRES 
program, which initiated 
in 2019 and will run 
through 2026, invented 
the STEMpire with its 
summer competitions 
and animated movie, and 
he built the summer 
Discovery Camps in 
2015, which continue to 
this day. He also led the 
CSU-LSAMP program 
at CPP and ran all the 

traditional functions of SEES. His passion for investing so much into the 
program came from having been a SEES student himself when Dr. Paul 
Hiemenz, SEES founder, was Director. Wanting to pay forward what his 
mentor did for him, Dr. Alas said, “If I can help half as many students as Dr. 
Hiemenz did, I’ll call it a successful career.” During his time, Dr. Alas tripled 
the membership of the SEES program and expanded it’s offerings. He gives 
much credit to his predecessor, Dr. Barbara Burke, who spent so much time 
setting him up for success the last year before her retirement. 
 Dr. Alas frequently comments on the love he has for his students, 
also saying, “My SEES & LSAMP students have been the highlight of my 
career.” He mentions the transition being bittersweet, but that 12 years of 
dedication at that level has left him fatigued and feeling that someone with 
more energy and new ideas is what SEES deserves in order to 
continue the high level of caliber it has been as a program. A new 
era begins with Dr. Janel Ortiz becoming the 4th Director in 
SEES history since 1987. She comes with a wealth of 
programmatic experience and Dr. Alas mentons he is excited to 
see what she will do with the program – “SEES is like a canvas 
that allows you to create amazing student programming to 
support those under its umbrella. With her science education 
background and experience, she’s going to do great.”  
 

Incoming SEES Director  
Dr. Janel Ortiz with Dr. Steve Alas. 
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Keep In Touch: It is always great to 
hear what our alums are up to. What’s 
new in your life? A new program 
acceptance to grad school, credential 
program, med/dent/vet/pharmacy 
school or other degree? Please reach 
out and let us know! 
Dr. Steve Alas: alas@cpp.edu 
Dr. Janel Ortiz: jortiz@cpp.edu 
Kristen Urias, Program Coordinator: 
kburias@cpp.edu 

 

SEES Directors: Dr. Paul Hiemenz (1987-1999), Dr. Barbara 
Burke (1999-2013)  and  Dr. Steve Alas (2013-2025). 



KAYAKING LUNCH PIÑATA 

Mentor & Mentee

An Afternoon at Bonelli Park 

SEES ANNUAL
PICNIC
A yearly tradition for the
SEES program as we
welcome incoming
freshmen with the
opportunity to bond with
their SEES mentor through a
day full of fun activities and
free food!

As the first SEES event of the
school year, mentors and mentees
were treated to a variety of
activities including kayaking,
soccer, volleyball, cycling, & more.
With enjoyment and excitement
radiating through the air,
attendees created memories to
last a lifetime. 



SEES PICNIC



Student Spotlights
Highlighting some of our many outstanding students

Julia Chaidez 
“I've always been drawn to STEM and felt inspired by
the endless possibilities within this field. Computer

science is an important part of nearly every industry
and has the potential to shape a better future.“

Computer Science | Mentor | LSAMP Scholar

Diego Ponce
“My long-term career goal is to become a

cardiothoracic surgeon. To get there I plan on
shadowing physicians, gaining medical experience as

a CMA, working as hard as I can for my education,
and persevering the best that I can.”

Biology | NSF Scholar

Ethan Chavarin

“I want to train the next generation of scientists, be an
activist for different organizations and communities,

explore the beauty of chemistry, and develop
impactful research.”

Chemistry (ACS) | Mentor | LSAMP Scholar

Lilliana Ceballos
“My long-term career goal is to become an

occupational therapist. I want to use my knowledge to
help people recover from their injuries and to regain

their movement. To achieve this, I plan to go to
graduate school.”

Kinesiology | Mentor | LSAMP Scholar



Rosalie Williams
“My long-term goals are to go to graduate school and

earn a PhD in astronomy and astrophysics. In a
broader sense, my goals are to continue research

which has become a true and complete passion for
me.” Physics | SPIRES

Kenia Velasco
“I've always been fascinated by technology—its

revolutionary impact and deep connection to culture.
It wasn't until my junior year of high school that I
realized I could turn this passion into a career.”

Computer Science| Mentor | SPIRES

Sophia Ramirez

Biology | Mentor | LSAMP Scholar 

“I am passionate about building healthier
environments and increasing the accessibility of

greenspace for communities that have been
historically overlooked, so contributing to projects and

programs dedicated to those issues is my goal.”

Jonathan Rivas
“I envision applying my skills to places like NASA or JPL.

I hope that my experience in both theoretical and
experimental research has equipped me with the

adaptive tools to address complex research challenge.”

Physics | Mentor | SPIRES 

Damian Varela

Computer Science | Mentor | LSAMP Scholar 

“I’m a SEES Mentor, Scholar, and have been a
Discovery Camp counselor. With each of these

experiences, I have learned so much about myself and
who I want to be.”

Esbai Rabadan
“With this program, I gained more than resources. I

found mentorship, community, and the confidence to
see myself as a future professional. They gave me the
tools I didn’t know I was missing and connected me
with people who reminded me that I belong here”

Biology | Mentor | SPIRES



QUEEN MARY’S
NIGHT AT 

DARK HARBOR
NSF SPIRES & LSAMP RESEARCH
SCHOLARS SOCIAL

On Thursday, October 23rd, SPIRES and
LSAMP scholars gathered to immerse themselves
at one of SoCal’s most famous and festive
Halloween attractions, the historic and notorious,
Queen Mary’s Dark Harbor! 

Every fall, the ship and its harbor are decorated
into a Halloween spine-chilling festival full of
attractions such as haunted mazes, live
entertainment, and festive carnival games. Rooted
in the ship’s ghostly and sinister legends, the
haunted mazes are one of many enticing allures of
this spooky annual event held in Long Beach,
California. 

As part of the eerie and ghoulish fun, our students were able to explore the harbor surrounding
the Queen Mary and find their way through the festivals’ frightening labyrinths. Prior to arriving
at the ghostly harbor, our student scholars enjoyed a dinner of steaks, burgers, and other
delicious meals accompanied by Classic Rock anthems at the delightful Yard House restaurant. It
was a festive and fun break from STEM courses and projects for our NSF SPIRES and LSAMP
participants! 



 
 

 

On October 10, 2024, the SEES Mentors provided a night of cookie-making, popcorn popping 
and movie watching. The SEES Mentor-Mentee program goes back to the beginning of the 
program in the 1980s. Over the generations, the program has provided support to thousands of 
incoming first-time freshmen in the sciences. This year was no exception as 55 of our SEES 
students stepped up to be mentors and help new students navigate college life, the curriculum, 
difficult course material, college clubs, and SEES events. Many of them become close and 
continue their friendship beyond college and continue the journey of life as friends. We thank 
all the mentors over the 38 years of SEES history who ever spent time guiding those who came 
after them. Thank you for paying it forward!!! 

   

    

 



Christmas Party
SEES ANNUAL

Friday, December 6 2024

The SEES Christmas Party is a beloved annual
event celebrated since the establishment of
the SEES program in 1987 by its founder and
first director, Dr. Paul Hiemenz (1987-1999).
The night is always filled with festive
activities, joyful celebrations, and holiday
cheer.

A Night Full of Holiday Cheer!

This year, students, SEES alumni, and faculty
came together to enjoy a delicious meal of
lemon caper chicken, creamy mushroom
ravioli, fresh salads, and decadent desserts. 

The evening continued with attendees gathering around the venue's grand piano, where renditions of
classic Christmas songs blended with laughter and lively conversations, creating a picturesque, warm,
and joyful atmosphere. 

In addition to celebrating the holiday season, guests also took a moment to wish a happy birthday to
SEES Director, Dr. Steve Alas, whose birthday fell that same week.

It was truly an unforgettable evening! 



Christmas Party



Hosted by Alumni Affairs &
SEES Director Dr. Alas, our
annual Dining with Broncos
event provides students the
opportunity to network and
socialize with CPP alumni. The
non-academic environment also
serves as the perfect setting to
build new relationship,
potentially as mentor & mentee.

DINING WITH 
BRONCOS

February 16, 2025



Snow Day
SEES

As winter comes to an end, SEES
mentors and research scholars got to

enjoy a beautiful, sunny snow day!
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SEES-McNair
Mixer
M c N a i r ,  S P I R E S ,  a n d
L S A M P  S c h o l a r s  S o c i a l

One of the key objectives of the NSF SPIRES

and NSF CSU-LSAMP fellowship programs is to

prepare students for success in their

respective STEM fields after graduation.

Whether they immediately enter the workforce,

attend graduate school, or explore additional

avenues. These programs facilitate this mission

by providing professional development

workshops, financial support, and opportunities

to work with faculty on scientific research

projects. As a result, our student scholars are

not only equipped with hands-on experience in

their fields but also develop the necessary

skills needed to navigate professional settings

confidently. 

The SEES-McNair Mixer certainly exemplified

these goals! On Friday, January 31st, scholars

from our SEES fellowship research programs

and Cal Poly Pomona’s McNair Scholars

Program came together to participate in a

professional networking mixer, where

students were able to connect and learn

about one another’s research projects,

involvements on campus, and their future

career aspirations - all the while eating

delicious treats! 



SEES & McNair



CSU LSAMP MIXER

GATHERING ALL LSAMP SCHOLARS!

PARTICIPATING UNIVERSITIES:

March 15, 2025

Cal Poly Pomona
CSU Fullerton
CSU Long Beach
CSU Los Angeles
CSU Dominguez Hills
CSU Northridge

This event served as a networking opportunity
for LSAMP Scholars from participating Cal State
Universities. The scholars were introduced to new
connections outside their current program with
possibilities of new friendships, opportunities, or
learning experiences.





2025 SEES Award Winners 
 
 

 
-XOLD�&KDLGH]��+LHPHQ]�$ZDUG� 

 
-XOLD�WUDFHV�KHU�MRXUQH\�LQWR�FRPSXWHU�VFLHQFH��
EHJLQQLQJ� ZLWK� D� PLGGOH� VFKRRO� H[HUFLVH� WKDW�
UHYHDOHG� D� WDOHQW� IRU� ORJLFDO� WKLQNLQJ��
(QFRXUDJHG� E\� D� 67(0�IRFXVHG� XSEULQJLQJ��
-XOLD�HPEUDFHG�FKDOOHQJHV²VXFK�DV�EHLQJ�WKH�
RQO\� JLUO� LQ� KHU� KLJK� VFKRRO� FRPSXWHU� VFLHQFH�
FODVV²DQG� GHYHORSHG� D� SDVVLRQ� IRU� FUHDWLQJ�
LQFOXVLYH��VXSSRUWLYH�HQYLURQPHQWV�LQ�67(0��$W�
&DO� 3RO\� 3RPRQD�� VKH� KDV� KRQHG� KHU� VNLOOV�
WKURXJK�UROHV�DV�D�'LVFRYHU\�&DPS�FRXQVHORU��
WHDP� OHDG� IRU� WKH (FKRHV� RI� $UW SURMHFW� ZLWK�
VKH&RGHV��DQG�DQ� LQWHUQ�DW�6DOHVIRUFH��ZKHUH�
VKH� FRQWULEXWHG� WR� D� SODWIRUP� DGGUHVVLQJ� IRRG�
ZDVWH��$V� D� ��\HDU� /6$03� UHVHDUFK� VFKRODU��
VKH�H[SORUHG�UHVHDUFK�LQ�F\EHUVHFXULW\��IRFXVLQJ�
RQ� ,R7� YXOQHUDELOLWLHV� DQG� PDFKLQH� OHDUQLQJ�
DSSOLFDWLRQV�� 7KURXJK� DFDGHPLF� H[FHOOHQFH��
PHQWRUVKLS� UROHV� LQ� 6((6�� DQG� FRPPXQLW\�
HQJDJHPHQW�� VKH� GHPRQVWUDWHV� D� GHHS�
FRPPLWPHQW� WR�XVLQJ� WHFKQRORJ\� IRU�JRRG�DQG�
HPSRZHULQJ�RWKHUV��³,�KDYH�PHW�VR�PDQ\�RI�P\�
FORVHVW�IULHQGV�WKURXJK�WKH�SURJUDP�DQG�'U��$ODV�
KDV� EHHQ� D� YDOXDEOH� PHQWRU� LQ� P\� OLIH�´� VKH�
VD\V�� -XOLD� VWDWHV� WKDW� ZLQQLQJ� WKH� +LHPHQ]�
DZDUG� ZRXOG� KHOS� KHU� FRQWLQXH� DGYDQFLQJ� LQ�
F\EHUVHFXULW\� ZKLOH� JLYLQJ� EDFN� WR� WKH� 6((6�
FRPPXQLW\�WKDW�VXSSRUWHG�KHU�JURZWK� 

 
.HQLD�9HODVFR��+LHPHQ]�$ZDUG� 

 
.HQLD�FDQ�UHIOHFW�RQ�KHU� MRXUQH\�IURP�LVRODWLRQ�
WR� HPSRZHUPHQW� WKURXJK� FRPPXQLW\� DQG�
PHQWRUVKLS�� $V� D� ILUVW�JHQHUDWLRQ� FROOHJH�
VWXGHQW�� VKH� LQLWLDOO\� VWUXJJOHG� ZLWK� ORQHOLQHVV�
DQG�D� UHOXFWDQFH� WR� VHHN�KHOS�� GHVSLWH� MRLQLQJ�
WKH�6((6� SURJUDP��+HU� WUDQVIRUPDWLRQ� EHJDQ�
ZKHQ� VKH� EHFDPH� D� 6((6� 'LVFRYHU\� FDPS�
FRXQVHORU�� ZKHUH� VKH� IRXQG� IULHQGVKLS��
EHORQJLQJ�� DQG� D� SDVVLRQ� IRU� LQVSLULQJ� \RXQJ�
VWXGHQWV� LQ� 67(0�� 6KH� VD\V�� ³,� KDYH� KHOSHG�
HQFRXUDJH�\RXQJ�VWXGHQWV� WR�H[SORUH�VFLHQFH��
DQG�,�KDYH�ORYHG�HYHU\�PRPHQW�RI�LW�´�7KURXJK�
6((6��VKH�EXLOW�ODVWLQJ�UHODWLRQVKLSV��GHYHORSHG�
FRQILGHQFH�� DQG� EHFDPH� D� GHGLFDWHG� PHQWRU��
GHWHUPLQHG�WR�VXSSRUW�RWKHUV�WKH�ZD\�VKH�RQFH�
QHHGHG��6KH�VWDWHV��³1RZ��HYHU\�WLPH�,�VWHS�LQWR�
WKH�6((6�URRP��,�DP�UHPLQGHG�RI�KRZ�PXFK�WKLV�
FRPPXQLW\� PHDQV� WR� PH�´� +HU� LQYROYHPHQW�
H[WHQGV� WR� EHLQJ� DQ� 16)� 63,5(6� VFKRODU��
ZKHUH�VKH�UHVHDUFKHV�DFFHVVLEOH�XVHU�LQWHUIDFH�
GHVLJQ��DQG�VKH&RGHV��ZKHUH�VKH�ZLOO�VHUYH�DV�
,QWHUQDO�9LFH�3UHVLGHQW�RUJDQL]LQJ�PDMRU�HYHQWV�
WR� HPSRZHU� ZRPHQ� LQ� WHFKQRORJ\�� $FDGHPLF�
VXFFHVV�� OHDGHUVKLS� UROHV�� DQG� FRPPXQLW\�
HQJDJHPHQW�KDYH�VKDSHG�KHU�LQWR�D�FRQILGHQW��
SXUSRVH�GULYHQ�VWXGHQW�ZKR�GHHSO\�YDOXHV� WKH�
VXSSRUW�DQG�VHQVH�RI�EHORQJLQJ�6((6�JDYH�KHU�

 
 



2025 SEES Award Winners 
 
 

 
'DPLDQ�9DUHOD��%XUNH�$ZDUG� 

 
'DPLDQ¶V� VWRU\� ZDONV� XV� WKURXJK� D� VWXGHQW�
IDFLQJ� LVRODWLRQ�DQG�GLVDSSRLQWPHQW�GXULQJ� WKH�
SDQGHPLF�DQG�WKH�FROOHJH�DSSOLFDWLRQ�SURFHVV��
$IWHU�DFFLGHQWDOO\�HQUROOLQJ�DW�&DO�3RO\�3RPRQD�
KH�LQLWLDOO\�IHOW�GLUHFWLRQOHVV�DQG��DW�WLPHV��DORQH��
+RZHYHU�� D� FKDQFH� HQFRXQWHU� ZLWK� WKH� 6((6�
SURJUDP�GXULQJ�RULHQWDWLRQ�JDYH�KLP�D�VHQVH�RI�
EHORQJLQJ��$OWKRXJK� KH� LQLWLDOO\� GULIWHG� WKURXJK�
KLV�IUHVKPDQ�\HDU��D�UHQHZHG�FRPPLWPHQW�LQ�KLV�
VHFRQG�\HDU�WR�HQJDJH�ZLWK�6((6�WUDQVIRUPHG�
KLV� FROOHJH� H[SHULHQFH�� +H� VD\V�� ³7KLV� WLPH�� ,�
GHFLGHG� WR�JR�DOO� LQ�� ,� ORQJHG� IRU� WKDW�VHQVH�RI�
FRPPXQLW\� WKDW� PDGH� XS� PXFK� RI� P\� OLIH�� ,�
EHJDQ�PDNLQJ�WKH�FRQVFLRXV�HIIRUW� WR�VKRZ�XS�
PRUH�DQG�EH�PRUH�LQYROYHG�´�7KURXJK�SURJUDPV�
OLNH� 16)� 63,5(6�� 'LVFRYHU\� &DPSV�� DQG�
EHFRPLQJ�D�6((6�PHQWRU�� KH� UHEXLOW� D� VWURQJ�
VHQVH�RI�FRPPXQLW\��IRXQG�MR\�LQ�WHDFKLQJ�DQG�
UHVHDUFK�� DQG� UHJDLQHG� FRQILGHQFH� LQ� KLPVHOI��
63,5(6� DOORZHG� KLP� WR� FRQQHFW� ZLWK� RWKHU�
UHVHDUFK� VFKRODUV�� KDV� KHOSHG� KLP� EXLOG�
YDOXDEOH�SURIHVVLRQDO�VNLOOV�E\�ZRUNLQJ�ZLWK�D�&6�
SURIHVVRU��DQG�DOORZHG�KLP�WR�JURZ��1RZ��KH�QRW�
RQO\�IHHOV�DW�KRPH�DW�&DO�3RO\�3RPRQD��EXW�DOVR�
WDNHV�SULGH� LQ�KHOSLQJ�FUHDWH� WKH� LQFOXVLYH�DQG�
VXSSRUWLYH�FRPPXQLW\�WKDW�KHOSHG�VKDSH�KLP� 
 

 
(VEDL�5DEDGDQ��$QGHUVHQ�$ZDUG� 

 
(VEDL� KDV� EHHQ� RSHQ� DERXW� VKDULQJ� WKH�
WUDQVIRUPDWLYH� MRXUQH\� RI� D� ILUVW�JHQHUDWLRQ�
FROOHJH� VWXGHQW�ZKR�GLVFRYHUHG� WKH� GLIIHUHQFH�
EHWZHHQ� HTXDOLW\� DQG� HTXLW\� WKURXJK� SHUVRQDO�
H[SHULHQFH�� /DFNLQJ� DFDGHPLF� JXLGDQFH� DW�
KRPH�� VKH� IRXQG� FULWLFDO� VXSSRUW� WKURXJK� WKH�
6((6� SURJUDP� DW� &DO� 3RO\� 3RPRQD�� 6((6�
SURYLGHG� KHU� ZLWK� PHQWRUVKLS�� UHVHDUFK�
RSSRUWXQLWLHV�� DQG� D� VWURQJ� FRPPXQLW\� WKDW�
KHOSHG� KHU� RYHUFRPH� VHOI�GRXEW� DQG� GHYHORS�
WKH� FRQILGHQFH� WR� VXFFHHG�� +HU� SHUVRQDO� OLIH�
DOVR� VKDSHG� KHU� DVSLUDWLRQV�� ZLWQHVVLQJ� KHU�
IDWKHU
V�VWUXJJOHV�ZLWK�PHQWDO�LOOQHVV��DGGLFWLRQ��
DQG�UHFRYHU\�LQVSLUHG�KHU�WR�SXUVXH�D�FDUHHU�DV�
D�3K\VLFLDQ�$VVLVWDQW��0RWLYDWHG�E\�KHU�IDPLO\
V�
VDFULILFHV� DQG� KHU� SDVVLRQ� IRU� HTXLW\� LQ�
KHDOWKFDUH�� VKH� KRSHV� WR� VHUYH� XQGHUVHUYHG�
FRPPXQLWLHV� DQG�EUHDN�JHQHUDWLRQDO� F\FOHV� RI�
PHGLFDO�PLVWUXVW��7KURXJK�DFDGHPLF�JURZWK�DQG�
SHUVRQDO�UHVLOLHQFH��VKH�KDV�FRPH�WR�EHOLHYH�LQ�
KHU� DELOLW\� WR� RYHUFRPH� EDUULHUV� DQG� PDNH�
PHDQLQJIXO� FKDQJH�� 6KH� VKDUHV�� ³&RPSDULQJ�
P\VHOI� WR� WKH� IUHVKPDQ� YHUVLRQ� RI� PH�� WR� WKH�
VHQLRU�VWDQGLQJ�WRGD\��,�FDQ�FRQILGHQWO\�VD\�WKDW�
,�KDYH�JURZQ�LQWR�D�YHUVLRQ�WKDW�WUXO\�EHOLHYHV�LQ�
EHLQJ�DEOH�WR�DFFRPSOLVK�DQ\WKLQJ�,�SXW�P\�PLQG�
DQG�KHDUW�LQWR

 



FRIDAY, APRIL. 18, 2025

Spring Awards Ceremony & Reception
S E E S  &  L S A M P

On Friday, April 18  at Cal Poly
Pomona’s Kellogg House, our SEES
Scholarship awardees and LSAMP
PROUD STEM Scholars were
commemorated for their hard work and
accomplishments through this year’s
Annual SEES and LSAMP Dinner and
Awards Reception. 

th

It was an eventful evening filled with
moments of celebration, excitement,
sorrow, and praise for our awardees and
program leaders. After 12 years of
serving as the SEES and LSAMP
program director, Dr. Steve Alas shared
his final public appearance as the SEES
director with fellow adored alumni, CPP
professors and staff, as well as the
future SEES director, Dr. Janel Ortiz. 

Truly a night that will never be
forgotten for all who have contributed
and seen the program grow and
flourish. 



Kenia Velasco Damian Varela Esbai Rabadan

Sophia Ramirez Philip Nicoll Shawn Chen Mina Thorensen

Award Winners

Julia Chaidez

Paul C. Hiemenz Award Paul C. Hiemenz Award Barbara A. Burke Award Dora N. Andersen Award

LSAMP PROUD Award LSAMP PROUD Award LSAMP PROUD Award LSAMP PROUD Award





SYMPOSIUM
College of Science 

SEES SPIRES and LSAMP Research Scholars presented their research at the College of
Science Symposium on Friday, April 25  . It was a proud moment for professors and program
leaders of the College of Science to see their students present their success and hard work. 

th
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Commencement
As the academic year concludes, the graduating class of 2025 crosses the stage to receive their
degrees in the disciplines of the College of Science. We extend our heartfelt congratulations to our
SEES students, whose contributions as mentors, camp counselors, research scholars, and more, have
left a meaningful impact on our community. We are confident that you will continue to succeed and
inspire in your future endeavors. Congratulations to the Class of 2025. 

Congratulations! 





 
 

 
6XQ�6HWV�RQ�&68�/6$03 

 
$IWHU�PRUH�WKDQ����\HDUV�RI�VXSSRUWLQJ�VWXGHQWV�DFURVV�WKH�&68�V\VWHP��WKH�&68�/6$03�SURJUDP�
FHDVHG�WR�H[LVW�RQ�0D\����������7KH�1DWLRQDO�6FLHQFH�)RXQGDWLRQ��16)��FDOOHG�IRU�WKH�SURJUDP¶V�
WHUPLQDWLRQ��HQGLQJ�GR]HQV�RI�DOOLDQFHV�DFURVV�WKH�FRXQWU\��7KH�16)�VWDWHG�WKDW�LW�KDG�HVWDEOLVKHG�
QHZ�SULRULWLHV�DQG�WKDW�WKH�SURJUDP�QR�ORQJHU�DOLJQHG�ZLWK�WKRVH�SULRULWLHV��,W�ZDV�D�VDG�HYHQW�LQ�WKH�
KLVWRU\�RI�WKH�&68��1R�ZDUQLQJ�FDPH��RQO\�DQ�HPDLO�DQQRXQFHPHQW�WKDW�WKH�SURJUDP�RIILFLDOO\�QR�
ORQJHU� H[LVWHG��&68�/6$03� OHDYHV�EHKLQG�D� ULFK� OHJDF\�RI� VWXGHQW� DFKLHYHPHQW��7KH�SURJUDP�
HOHYDWHG�DOPRVW����WKRXVDQG�67(0�VWXGHQWV�ZKR�ZHQW�RQ�WR�JUDGXDWH�FROOHJH�DW�KLJKHU�UDWHV�WKDQ�
QRQ�/6$03�VWXGHQWV�DQG�ZKR�VDZ�DOPRVW�����RI� LWV�VWXGHQWV�JR�RQ�WR�DWWDLQ�0DVWHUV�DQG�3K'�
GHJUHHV�� 7KH� SURJUDP� ZLOO� EH� WHUULEO\� PLVVHG�� EXW� 6((6� ZLOO� FRQWLQXH� WR� IXQG� VWXGHQWV� WR� GR�
UHVHDUFK�� WR� SURYLGH� SURIHVVLRQDO� GHYHORSPHQW� ZRUNVKRSV�� DLG� VWXGHQWV� WR� GHVLUH� WR� SUHVHQW� DW�
FRQIHUHQFHV��DVVLVW�ZLWK�JUDG�VFKRRO�DSSOLFDWLRQV��DQG�JXLGH�WKRVH�ZKR�SXUVXH�JUDGXDWH�HGXFDWLRQ� 
 

 



 
��WK�$QQLYHUVDU\�RI�
'LVFRYHU\�&DPS 

 
7KH������'LVFRYHU\�&DPSV�PDUNHG�WKH�WHQWK�DQQLYHUVDU\�RI�WKH�'LVFRYHU\�&DPSV¶�LQFHSWLRQ��6LQFH�
WKH�EHJLQQLQJ�RI�WKH�FDPSV�LQ������ZKHQ�����FDPSHUV�DWWHQGHG�WKH�FDPSV��WKH�SURJUDP�KDV�JURZQ�WR�
KRVWLQJ������FDPSHUV�HDFK�VXPPHU��7KH�LQDXJXUDO�\HDU�RIIHUHG�6FLHQFH��&RPSXWHU�DQG�+RUVH�FDPSV��
7RGD\�� WKH� 'LVFRYHU\� &DPSV� DUH� FRPSULVHG� RI� 6FLHQFH�� &RPSXWHU�� +RUVH�� 5RERWLFV�� ,PDJLQDWLRQ��
(QWUHSUHQHXUVKLS� DQG� )DVKLRQ� 7HFK� FDPSV�� 7KH� IRXQGDWLRQ� RI� WKH� SURJUDP� LV� WKH� DPD]LQJ� FDPS�
FRXQVHORUV�ZKR�GHGLFDWH� WKHPVHOYHV�DOO�VXPPHU� WR� ����HQJDJH�FDPSHUV� LQ� WKH�67($0�ILHOGV�DW�DQ�
HDUO\�DJH�DQG�GHYHORS�ERWK�MR\�DQG�FXULRVLW\�ZLWKLQ�OLIH��SK\VLFDO��	�VRFLDO�VFLHQFHV��DQG�LQ�WHFKQRORJ\��
����SURYLGH�FDPSHUV�ZLWK�DQ� LQFOXVLYH�HQYLURQPHQW�ZKHUH� WKH\�FDQ� IRVWHU�SRVLWLYH� UHODWLRQVKLSV�� ����
LQFUHDVH� FDPSHU� VHOI�HVWHHP� DQG� FRQILGHQFH� LQ� VRFLDO� VHWWLQJV�� DQG� ���� SURPRWH� FUHDWLYLW\� DQG�
WHDPZRUN�LQ�JURXS�VHWWLQJV� 
 

 



Student Accomplishments 
 

Acceptances into Graduate/Professional 
Schools 
 
• Ethan Barnett: Master of Mathematics, 

Claremont Graduate University 
• Ethan Chavarin: PhD in Chemistry at 

the University of Minnesota 
• Brianna Fernandez: Master of Oral 

Health Program, USC 
• Berenice Fregoso: Doctor of Pharmacy, 

Western U 
• Mark Haddad (LSAMP): Master of 

Computer Science at UT Austin 
• Addison Hebbert: PhD in Microbiology, 

UC Riverside 
• Dominick Hernandez: Master of 

Criminalistics, Cal State LA 
• Mora Labisi: PhD in Computer Science, 

Northwestern 
• Gaby Lopez: PhD in Chemistry at Penn 

State University 
• Lizette Martinez (LSAMP): PhD program 

at the University of Minnesota 
• George Mariscal: Joint Doctoral 

Program at San Diego State/UC San 
Diego 

• Alison Munoz: Master in Nursing, 
Western U 

• Jazmin Oropeza: Master of Chemistry at 
Cal Poly Pomona 

• Robert Parsons: Master of Computer 
Science, Georgia Tech 

• Stephanie Tovar: Credential program at 
Cal Poly Pomona 

• Rachelle Rivera: Criminalistics MS 
program at Cal State LA 

• Juan Rodriguez: Credential Program at 
Cal Poly Pomona 

• Brandon Valadez: Medical School, 
Western U 

• Crystal Vera: Credential program at 
California State University, Northridge 

• Julia Zazueta: Medical School, UC 
Riverside 

Acceptances into summer programs 
 

• Sarah Abdeen (LSAMP): REU at UC 
San Diego 

• Berthy Aroche: Stars REU Program 
at CPP 

• Julia Chaidez: SalesForce Internship 
• Marissa Chavira: REU at Montana 

State University 
• Shawn Chen (LSAMP): University of 

Michigan Summer Research 
Opportunity Program (SROP) 

• Joshua Estrada: Lutron Electronics 
summer internship 

• Randy Hernandez: REU at 
University of Michigan 

• Miriam Khalil: REU in bioengineering 
at UC San Diego  

• Brandon Koehn: REU at USC 
Wrigley Institute for Environment and 
Sustainability 

• James Mendez: Yale Biomed Amgen 
Scholar 

• Philip Nicoll: Summer research 
program at CPP 

• Chau Nguyen (LSAMP): Summer 
research program at CPP 

• Matthew Polino: REU at USC 
Jumpstart Program 

• Sophia Ramirez: Center for Diverse 
Leadership Fellowship program at 
UCLA 

• Marco Rios: Capital One 
Cybersecurity Internship, McLean, 
VA 

• Jan Rebolledo Jimenez: Microsoft 
Explore internship, Redmond, WA 

• Gabriel Robles: Barclays Software 
Engineering internship, Whippany, 
NJ 

• Daniel Risser: REU at the Savanna 
River Environmental Sciences Field 
Station 

• Alyssa Tran (LSAMP): Supply Chain 
Summer Internship, Frito-Lay 


