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BACKGROUND:  The Department of Physics and Astronomy is proposing to offer a new 
emphasis in Astrophysics under the Bachelor of Science in Physics.  This emphasis is a 
response to strong student interest in astrophysics-related electives, internships, and 
research experiences over the past several years.  The revised semester program in physics 
offers sufficient flexibility for students to complete this emphasis within the requirements of 
the program. 
 
RESOURCES CONSULTED: 
Deans 
Associate Deans 
Department Chairs 
 
DISCUSSION: 
Before reaching the Academic Programs Committee, this program was reviewed by the 
Curriculum Committee in the College of Science, as well as the Dean of the College of 
Science and the Office of Academic Programs.  All concerns raised at those levels were 
addressed.  The Academic Programs Committee then conducted campus-wide 
consultation, as well as its own review of the program.  No concerns were raised. 
  
RECOMMENDATION: 

The Academic Programs Committee recommends approval of the new Astrophysics 
Emphasis for semesters.  
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