
Academic Scheduling Resources Meeting 
Minutes 

January 19, 2011 
 
Attendees: 
Dora Anderson, Diahann Capen,  Vanessa Franco, Julie Froid, Evelyn Garcia, Cidni 
Griffith, Jan Jette, Nita Johnson, Rose Kukla, Richard Leonard, Ashley Ly, Georgina 
Manzanares, Ericka Olguin, Ruth Partlow, Lita Patel, Allen Pearlman, Cori Spencer, 
Martha Yanamura 
 
Agenda:  

1. Acalog Catalog Software Demonstration 
 
1. Acalog Catalog Software Demonstration     A. Ly   
           
 A. Ly explained that today’s demonstration will be done by Digital Architecture who is 
the leading contender for the new university online catalog software, Acalog. The current 
online catalog is a PDF file that isn’t user-friendly on the front and back end.  
 
The goal of the demonstration was to show the interactive ability of the software to 
schedulers and how they could advise students based on the various catalog features. The 
audio and video demonstration was recorded and will be made available to those who 
were not in attendance for viewing on a secure site.  
 
Digital Architecture is located in Florida and has many years experience with Acalog 
which is built for academic catalog management. There are about 1,000 catalogs 
published and somewhere between 4,000 and 5,000 people logging into the academic 
catalog site updating their institution’s catalog. Acalog is web-focused and consists of 
two websites, the publisher which is connected to the gateway or e-catalog and the 
institutional website.  
 
E-Catalog/Gateway – The catalog software consists of seamless website integration, a 
powerful catalog-specific search engine, social network integration, a mobile device 
enabled feature, personalization and path to admissions, and rich media integration. The 
institution decides whether they want to turn on all of the available features in the Acalog 
software. Digital Architecture has looked at studies that date back to 2003 which show 
institutions moving away completely from print catalogs to online catalogs. There has 
been a push back from academic advisors due to the format of an online catalog which is 
why a print friendly option was added to every page in the Acalog software.  
 
Acalog has the ability to re-organize information by degree type, alphabetically, and 
numerically. There are tools that associate rich media with a course, or program, or 
department, or college so that it doesn’t require the user to click on rich media to get the 
information. You can expand a list of courses and view the description of each instead of 
individually clicking on each course to view the information. 
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University websites are designed differently to meet their needs, but most of them have a 
navigation area on the homepage. Cal Poly Pomona’s navigation bar is at the top of the 
homepage and to the right side of the page. Acalog can support the design and look of the 
university’s website so that there is no interruption in format or design. The University of 
Tennessee, Knoxville uses the Acalog software and chose to replicate the design of their 
university web page. CSU Stanislaus took a slightly different approach and created a 
landing page to present archived PDF versions of old catalogs and their new catalog, 
once the user clicks on the current catalog’s undergraduate/graduate section, it uses the 
Acalog software to pull up that information.  
 
The portfolio feature allows you to add pages, sections, and edit titles. Once you create a 
portfolio, you can log in and out using any computer and access your personalized 
information. The Portfolio is a configurable term that can be changed to ‘My Catalog’ or 
‘My Backpack’ or any other name that the institution chooses to use; the wording can be 
customized throughout the catalog to meet the university’s needs.  
 
One of the powerful features of Acalog is that if a change is made in one location, it will 
change it throughout the catalog instantly. Acalog allows you to link to rich media 
outside of the system without making changes to the academic content. You can add a 
course syllabus to a course description and add other content at the course, department, or 
school level. Acalog also allows the user to do a complete catalog search or it can break it 
down by specific sections. 
 
Advanced features that will soon be made available in Acalog include a highlight of 
every word that is being searched and changing the mobile application so that it has the 
interface and same content as the online catalog. Any change that is made on the 
administrative side will update the gateway and mobile application.  
 
Permalinks – courses that have listed prerequisites have links that provide you detailed 
information about the listed prerequisites.  
 
Acalog has the ability to link to the university’s scheduling system. Chattanooga State 
has a nice implementation of it.  They use a dynamic link that takes the user to the 
scheduling system for a course.  
 
A. Ly announced that the coming catalog for 2011-12 will still be a PDF version but it is 
anticipated that the new online catalog will be up for 2012-13. Acalog is a top contender; 
it ties everything together regardless of what computer you’re using since it’s done 
through a web browser. It also cuts down on a lot of work because if you add information 
once to the database it updates it everywhere else in the catalog. Who will be updating 
the catalog? The curriculum process will stay with Academic Programs. Provisions can 
be set up for specific people so that if a course description should change, a department 
could submit their change online and a notification would be sent to A. Ly so that if she 
approves the change she would only need to hit an approve button rather than re-typing 
or copying the new course description. There are other CSU campuses working with 
Acalog; it is hoped that most CSUs will use a common database such as Acalog.  
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Submitted by: 
Georgina Manzanares 
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