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A resource for alumni and friends of Cal Poly Pomona

Easing the Burden
Helping Students Avoid the Financial Pinch
By Jennifer Parsons

Political science senior aileen orlino wakes uP at 3:30 a.m. to work the early shift 
at Starbucks, so she can contribute to a household income that’s diminished since 
her dad was diagnosed with lung cancer. Then she heads off  to Cal Poly Pomona 
to manage a 16-unit class load that wouldn’t be possible without financial aid. 
Between classes, she attends Associated Students Inc. meetings — serving as vice 
president for the university’s student government — and for the past few years has 
participated in the Asian Pacific Islander Theater Group and the Multicultural Council. 
She returns to her home in Chino at 6 p.m., barely allowing herself  enough time to 

study, eat dinner and help take care of  her family before crawling into bed around midnight. 
“A lot of  my college experience is about making a sacrifice,” says the 22-year-old. “It’s a 

matter of  balancing work, family and studying. I’m not going to get As all of  the time, and catching 
up on sleep is something I try to do on the weekends.” 
  Through it all, Orlino relies on financial aid, grants, loans and scholarships, like the $1,800 she 
receives each quarter for serving on student government. 
  Orlino’s circumstances may come as a surprise to those who might think college life consists 
of  midnight food runs, dorm pranks and cramming for exams. While her extensive involvement in 
campus organizations is extraordinary, Orlino’s hectic schedule and financial responsibilities are 
not unusual for many Cal Poly Pomona students.  
  Many students, who are faced with ever-increasing school fees and financial struggles, are 

taking on several jobs and working harder to get by. In fact, 78 percent of  Cal Poly Pomona students work more than 15 hours 
per week off-campus, compared to the national average of  37 percent, according to a recent survey.* And more than 50 
percent of  Cal Poly Pomona students provide care for either parents, children or a spouse.

This heavy workload, coupled with the fact that students often carry a large class load to finish faster, leaves many students 
with little free time to become engaged in campus life. Surveys reveal that 57 percent of  Cal Poly Pomona students spend no 
time on co-curricular activities.

“We know that if  we can engage students in university life, we increase a number of  important success factors,” says 
Doug Freer, vice president for student affairs. “Students involved on campus are more likely to graduate, typically have a better 
sense of  community and overall, have a better college experience. If  we want students to become successful, we share the 
responsibility of  getting them connected to the campus.”

To ease the burden of  students and help them become more involved in campus life, Cal Poly Pomona is working to 
increase summer school opportunities, scholarships and the number of  on-campus jobs.

Focus

Michelle Buenrostro rings up a sale in the 
Campus Center Marketplace for Seth Lewcow. 
The Cal Poly Pomona Foundation is advertising 
many campus job openings.

Financing a Future
I was one of the lucky ones. When it came time 

for my siblings and me to go to college, my parents 
sacrificed by restructuring our family budget that — in 
combination with scholarships and work — allowed all 
five of us to complete our degrees without the burden of 
student loans. However, not all families have such an op-
tion. Over the years, there have been countless students 
whose academic dreams have relied on financial aid. 

While the California State University system 
remains the best bargain in higher education, paying 
for that education is still a daunting challenge for 
many. To support more Californians in their educational 
endeavors is the goal of Assembly Bill 2813, authored 
by Assemblyman Hector De La Torre (D-South Gate) 
and co-sponsored by the CSU and the California State 
Students Association. The current financial aid statute 
limits eligibility for many students, including those 
older than 24. Ultimately, this bill would allow for 
greater access to financial support for those most 
in need in the community colleges, the CSU and the 
University of California. Everybody wins. I hope that 
you will join us in this effort.

The result will be a better educated workforce. The state relies 
on the CSU and our partners in education to prepare the engineers, 
doctors, scientists, teachers, law enforcement officers and many 
others who drive the social and economic engine of California. 
Working for California is a charge our university takes very seriously.

For those of you who were as lucky as I was, think of where you 
might be today without your degree. It reinforces why it’s important 
to support those who also want to make a difference.

Thank you for allowing us to come into your home with 
PANORAMA. 

 
 

J. Michael Ortiz, Ph.D. • President

The BioTrek pond

In addition to working 
at a nearby Starbucks, 
political science 
senior Aileen Orlino 
also serves as vice 
president in student 
government.

(Continued on page 2)



	

Really Simple Stuff
Similar to popular Web sites with syndicated news, 

PolyCentric, the university’s electronic magazine, has added a 
feature that allows readers to create a customized RSS (Rich Site 
Summary) feed. 

The advantages of RSS are simple: It saves time and 
bandwidth. News from Cal Poly Pomona comes directly to your 
computer daily or any set interval. Most RSS feeds contain just 
links, headlines or brief synopses of new information only. This 
means a small amount of Web data can be sent to any device 
with the proper software — cell phone, pager or handheld 
computer — without a lengthy download process. 

More importantly, RSS allows browsers to control their 
information. Categories, such as agriculture, athletics or science, 
tailor Cal Poly Pomona news based on college or interest. To 
link to the university’s RSS feed, visit http://polycentric.
csupomona.edu/ and click on the orange “XML” box.

The university has expanded its summer 2006 course offerings to include 245 classes not 
offered in previous summer quarters. Plus, a limited number of  five-week classes will be offered 
to better suit students’ hectic schedules. In previous years, the university only offered loans as 
financial aid during summer; however, this year, more than $500,000 in grants and $75,000 
in federal work-study funds were set aside for students who need the additional help to attend 
summer quarter. 

The overall amount of  financial aid awarded annually to students has increased by 33 
percent over the last five years, amounting to $76 million for this academic year through the 
grant, work and loan programs. 

“These aid programs will provide many Cal Poly Pomona students the opportunity to reduce 
their work hours and become actively involved in their education,” says Kathy Street, associate 
vice president of  enrollment services, who adds that 68 percent of  Cal Poly Pomona students 
currently receive financial aid.  

The university is also actively seeking to increase the number of  merit scholarships.
Various organizations across campus, including the Career Center, Associated Students 

Inc. and the Cal Poly Pomona Foundation are expanding on-campus jobs, paid internships and 
scholarships to allow students to offset college expenses. For the 2005-06 academic year, the 
university’s Career Center reported 570 student positions, up from 205 in 2004-05. In addition, 
the Career Center hosts six career fairs for on- and off-campus jobs, paid internships and post-
graduation careers. This spring, nearly 220 companies participated in the career fair, a 40 
percent increase over last year’s number of  participants. All of  these efforts are being made to 
allow students to gain practical work experience — often in a convenient and flexible on-campus 
environment — ultimately creating a seamless transition from college to “real world” careers.

Beyond Cal Poly Pomona, the California State University and the California State Students 
Association are working to propose changes in the current Cal Grant programs to ensure 
that the state financial aid program provides access to an affordable and high quality college 
education. The proposed legislation (AB 2813), authored by Assemblyman Hector De La Torre 
(D-South Gate), would double the number of  competitive Cal Grants to 45,000 students each 
year and increase the maximum age of  grant recipients from 24 to 27 to reflect the average 
age of  college students.

All of  this is welcome news to many students, including sociology junior Paulina Carreon, 
who works more than 25 hours a week at two separate off-campus jobs while juggling 16 units 
of  course work. She serves as publicity chair for ASI Bronco Events & Activities Team and is a 
student board member for the Association for College Unions International.

“It will make it easier for me to focus on my academics and dive into what college should be 
about — learning and getting involved in campus activities.”

To find out how to support student scholarships, visit www.give2cpp.com or call 
(909) 869-4997.

*During the Spring 2005 quarter, 850 Cal Poly Pomona undergraduate students responded to a Web-based 
survey administered by the National Survey of  Student Engagement (NSSE).

(Easing the burden continued from page 1)
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$2.1 Million Grant Earmarked for Library

The University Library received a $2.1 million Title V Hispanic-
Serving Institutions Grant from the U.S. Department of  Education, 
which comes as the library prepares for its upcoming renovation and 
addition. The five-year grant will be used to strengthen library-based 
learning through a multimedia library collection, improved learning 
technology and teaching information literacy.

“The library faces the challenges of  maintaining a relevant 
collection for a technology-heavy curriculum, meeting the information 
needs of  an ethnically diverse student body, and improving student 
learning skills necessary for a successful academic experience,” says 
University Library Dean Harold Schleifer. 

Cal Poly Pomona is an officially qualified Hispanic-Serving 
Institution, with at least a 25-percent Hispanic undergraduate student 
enrollment.

Some of  the library’s plans are to build a collection that 
supports the study of  Hispanic culture and perspectives; equip 
computer-based research centers for students and a video 
conference center for faculty development; implement an information 
literacy program; and establish an endowment fund.

The grant coincides with construction of  the University 
Library addition and renovation, a $58-million-plus capital project 
funded principally by Proposition 47, which passed in 2002. The 
construction began this winter and is anticipated to reach completion 
by spring 2008.
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Connections

A $58 million construction project to expand 
the University Library began this year.

University cashiers set up shop outside to handle 
crowds on the first day of spring quarter.

Animal science senior Peyvand Mirzadeh works 
at Dr. Butchko’s Veterinary Hospital in Riverside 
as well as on campus at the Biotrek Rainforest.
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Making Headlines

in conjunction with comcast cable, cal Poly Pomona Programs and Personalities are featured in 
monthly 5-minute interviews on the local edition of  the Comcast broadcast of  CNN Headline 
News. The interviews are recorded in Comcast’s Claremont studios and appear throughout 
Southern California. Shows have highlighted the university’s Hospitality Expo, Science Olympiad 
and engineering impact on the state. Comcast Cable is the country’s largest provider of  cable 
services. To see streaming video of shows, visit: http://video.csupomona.edu/
streaming/publicaffairs.html

For Your Bioinformation

thanks to a four-year $960,000 research grant from the national institutes of health, 
chemistry associate professor Dennis Livesay is exploring the balance between protein 
flexibility and stability. Improper protein folding is linked to a variety of  medical conditions, 
including cystic fibrosis, Alzheimers and even Mad Cow disease. 

Livesay, who will share the grant with a colleague at the University of North Carolina, Charlotte, 
specializes in computational biology and bioinformatics, the use of techniques from applied physics, 
mathematics, informatics, statistics and computer science to solve biological problems.

“This grant will allow us to build a theoretical framework for deciphering these complex 
physical relationships that are so critical to protein function and disease,” says Livesay. 

 The grant will support research on developing the next generation of  the Distance 
Constraint Model (DCM), a unique biophysical modeling scheme that simultaneously calculates 
stability and flexibility metrics.

“The DCM is extremely computationally efficient and thus provides a means to quantify 
stability/flexibility relationships within thousands of  proteins,” explains Livesay, whose research 
was done in the university’s Center for Macromolecular Modeling and Material Design (CM3D), 
which he helped develop. 

CM3D centralizes a pair of interdisciplinary labs that bring chemists, physicists, engineers 
and computer scientists into one research center. By networking 44 personal computers, the 
professors created a networked computer cluster powerful enough to run millions of DCM 
calculations. This year, they received a $500,000 grant from the W.M. Keck Foundation to create 
a state-of-the-art experimental facility that will complement the existing computational facility. 

Maribell Perez is one of the nearly 50 
students creating the elaborate mosaic.

Sophomore Candice Brown is 
the first recipient of the Paul 
Anka Scholarship for Music.

Dennis Livesay (top left) uses the sophisticated equipment in the CM3D 
lab he and colleagues helped create. His study of protein flexibility and 
stability may contribute to cystic fibrosis and Alzheimers research. 
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Artistic rendering of the amphitheatre.

Mosaic in Motion
Using colored glass that is hand-cut, nearly 

50 art students have worked painstakingly since last 
fall on mosaic panels that will eventually be installed 
as an impressive amphitheatre in the Lyle Center for 
Regenerative Studies. 

The concept was created by art lecturer Joyce Hesselgrave, 
who sketched her design in pastel then digitally reconfigured it to an 
existing concrete amphitheatre. The swirls and designs depict a topographic 
map of the center.

 “The rhythmic lines and vortex of the drawing are meant to evoke 
the power of water, which sustainable resources rely heavily on,” says 
Hesselgrave. “In this way, we can make an aesthetic of the dynamics of the 
Lyle Center work.”

This form of installation is considered a new application of the traditional 
mosaic art form, which spread from Greek Asia Minor in the 2nd century B.C. to 
Italy where it was fully developed, especially in Pompeii and Rome. 

Installation is slated for this June. To view the students’ progress, 
visit www.csupomona.edu/~ibuenrostro/.

Anka Swings at University Fundraiser
It isn’t every day that a world-renowned celebrity 

performs at a university function and even more 
unlikely that he comes back for a second year. Founders’ 
Celebration 2006: Anka’s Back! featured an encore 
performance by Paul Anka that thrilled nearly 600 alumni 
and university supporters, as well as faculty and staff who 
attended the annual gala in March. 

More than $334,000 was raised, making the total 
since the inception of Founders’ Celebration in 1999 
approximately $1.8 million, going toward scholarships 
and academic programs. This year, President Ortiz 
announced the recipient of the inaugural Paul Anka 
Scholarship for Music, which was established in 2003. 
Anka presented the scholarship to music sophomore 
Candice Brown, who told guests that she aspires to write 
and perform with the same passion for music as Anka.



Visions
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A Question of Ethics
The Simple and Not-so-simple 
Meaning of Applied Ethics
By Laurie McLaughlin

the big ethical questions confront us often. they are on the cover of newsweek and time magazines, in newsPaPers and online 
— the ethics of  ending life, of  cloning, of  war, of  technology and privacy. 

Sometimes these issues hit closer to home, and life’s little questions morph into life’s big ethical dilemmas: When an 
executive needs to cut costs should she trim the company’s health plan or lay off  employees? If  a parent feels it’s important 
to support public institutions but isn’t happy with his child’s education at the local elementary, should he enroll his child in 
private school? Should a driver in the market for a new car buy the less expensive gas-burning vehicle or spring for the 
hybrid model?

“The one thing human beings cannot avoid is ethical questions,” says Michael Cholbi, assistant professor of  philosophy. 
Both Cal Poly Pomona’s philosophy department and its Institute of  Ethics & Public Policy help students understand the 
importance of  recognizing and analyzing ethical dilemmas they confront both personally and professionally. “I think of  it as 
developing their moral radar,” says Cholbi. “Ethics education allows students to develop a sense of  being tuned to the ethical 
concerns that permeate their day-to-day lives.” 

The popular exploration of  ethics in society is a relatively new phenomenon, says David Adams, professor of  philosophy 
and director for the institute. “If  you go back to the first part of  the 20th century, many of  the professional philosophers 
who were writing about ethical topics were academics talking to themselves in the proverbial ivory tower. They were very 
concerned with thinking about what our terms and concepts mean — for example, what do we mean exactly by the terms 
‘good’ and ‘right’?

“Obviously, there was criticism that the discussion became very inwardly focused and nit-picking,” he says. “They were 
thinking about words rather than thinking about how the ways we use ethical terms connect with the larger world,” says Adams. 

All that changed with the turmoil of  the 1960s and ’70s. “It would be safe to say that until about 40 years ago, there 
was virtually no interest in concrete ethical questions within philosophy,” adds Cholbi. “A number of  events, including the 
Civil Rights Movement, the anti-war movement, the Roe abortion decision and feminism, changed this.” Collectively, we were 
staring the big ethical questions straight in the face. 

And we still are facing major issues: privacy and the information age, ethics of  sex and the family, morality and mental 
illness. These are among the several topics that have headlined the university’s annual ethics conference each spring for 
more than a decade. This year, students and scholars from diverse fields are exploring the issues of  “Drugged America,” 
the way in which society thinks about and interacts with drugs — from the politics of  medicinal marijuana to the marketing 
practices of  large pharmaceutical companies. 

Analyzing the ethics of  drugs and the drug culture requires information from all related disciplines. While the 
philosophy depar tment may still be the headquar ters, so to speak, of  pondering ethical questions, says Cholbi, the 
practice of  weighing all sides of  an issue is impor tant across disciplines, which is how Cal Poly Pomona approaches 
ethical instruction. “The study of  ethics finds its natural home in philosophy but is nourished by contributions from a 
wide array of  academic fields. A philosopher interested in end-of-life decisions risks looking foolish or trapped in that 
‘ivory tower’ if  she does not know enough about the medical facts and practices relevant to such decisions. A student 
interested in social justice cannot be ignorant of  economics, and a student interested in environmental protection 
issues must understand ecology.”

Ultimately, says Cholbi, “ethics is simply the careful reflection on difficult questions involving conflicts of  interest or 
competing desires.” And, he 
admits, sometimes it’s actually 
not always so simple.
 
For more information on 
the Institute of Ethics 
& Public Policy, contact 
Michael Cholbi at (909) 
869-3845 or mjcholbi@
csupomona.edu.
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Scholarly 
Snack
Award-winning Nutrition 
Bar Offers Tasty 
Non-gluten Option
By Araceli Esparza

In today’s fast-paced lifestyle, 
traditional cereal breakfasts have been 
replaced by handy bars in the form 
of packaged whole fruits and grains. 
Despite the convenience, some say there are not enough 
options for those with allergies — particularly to gluten.

Maria Botero Omary’s students have created an 
alternative for the celiac population, the nearly one in 133 
Americans who is intolerant to the protein that gives dough 
its elasticity. The five-member student team — whose majors 
include food science & technology and nutrition & food 
marketing, developed “Mega Bites,” a gluten-free health bar 
as part of Omary’s food product development class last fall.

“It’s a very real business exercise that was completed 
in 14 ½ weeks,” says graduate student Monica Benyamin. “It 
included everything from creating the product to developing 
its marketing strategy.”

The celiac-friendly snack was produced for the Southern 
California Institute of Food Technologists Product Development 
Competition in January, where the Cal Poly Pomona team won 
first place. They also qualified as one of six finalists among 23 
entries for the national competition sponsored by the Institute 
of Food Technologists this June in Florida.

 “In the celiac population, the absorption of nutrients 
is compromised,” says Omary, assistant professor of human 
nutrition & food science in the College of Agriculture. “From 
talking to several people with gluten allergies and sensitivities, 
we identified things they need, such as more fiber.”

Once the prototype was developed, the snack bar was 
called “Mega Bites” because “it’s packed with so many 
nutrients in each bite,” says Greg de la Cruz, a food science & 
technology senior.

The group’s biggest challenge was attaining a product 
that was indeed gluten-free, but Omary says the students “did 
not just go by what the manufacturers certified but also tested 
their prototypes continuously.”

“Most products that are gluten-free are dry, and this is 
moist and big on taste,” says Benyamin. 

Also as a component of the service-learning class, students shared aspects 
of product development with several high school students from the Pomona Youth 
Commission, which is part of the Community Wellness Partnership of Pomona.

Other Cal Poly Pomona students on the team include Hortensia Martinez, Imelda 
Ryona and Jamie Peguero. Cal Poly Pomona colleagues who contributed to “Mega 
Bites” include several faculty members, as well as graphic design students who 
helped with the packaging.

Thanks to the student team, there just might be a healthy snack bar for 
gluten-sensitive consumers on the run.

Philosophy professors David Adams and Michael Cholbi 
point to the unrest of the1960s, which sparked interest in 
concrete ethical questions within philosophy. 

Monica Benyamin, professor Maria 
Botero Omary, Imelda Ryona and Greg 
de la Cruz created the non-gluten “Mega 
Bites” for consumers with allergies.

Hortensia 
Martinez makes 
a batch in 
preparation for 
the national 
competition.



Professor Emeritus Mark von Wodtke helps 
community members plant oak seedlings in the 
lower Palmer Canyon of Claremont.

The Teacher-Scholar
Science Alumnus Returns to Mentor 
Students and Research Cancer
By Laurie McLaughlin

when alumnus steve alas received his bachelor’s in biological sciences in 1994, he was 
determined to one day return to his alma mater to teach and conduct cancer research, but he 
figured it would take many years to attain that goal. Not so. 

“I interviewed at other schools to be both a professor and a researcher, but my dream 
was to return to Cal Poly Pomona,” he says. “It’s not an easy balance to find in academia. 
Either there is a lot of  research and not teaching or vice versa. The Cal State system is a 
perfect balance of  both teaching and research, and Cal Poly Pomona was my crown jewel. I 
really wanted to come back.” 

Last September, Alas did indeed return to Cal Poly Pomona where he teaches in the 
College of  Science and also researches tumor biology thanks to a five-year $647,272 National 
Institutes of  Health Career Development Award from the NIH’s National Cancer Institute. 

The focus today in cancer research is not only in finding cures but also early detection 
and prevention. Alas’s research looks at newly discovered genes to determine how they behave 
when they mutate. 

“We want to see the impact of  these genes when they become mutated in people and how 
they influence a particular cell to lean towards a cancerous state,” he says. “If  we know which genes are 
responsible for the onset of  cancers, then people can be screened for mutations in those genes long before problems 
can occur.” 

By determining which genes are more likely to be cancerous, clinicians will know whether someone with a particular gene is 
predisposed to cancer, and that allows them to bring these people in more regularly for check-ups. 

New genes are discovered all the time, so this research is important to keep up with the industry’s proactive approach to 
heading off  the disease. “The other great thing about this grant is that it allows us to train our own students at Cal Poly Pomona to 
become scientists well-versed in this particular field of  expertise,” says the assistant professor, who works with three graduate and 
two undergraduate students in his biological sciences laboratory. 

“Currently, the students are cloning different genes and mimicking the mutations we find in patients. They then test these 
genes to see whether they are receptive or resistant to chemotherapy.”

During his years as a student at Cal Poly Pomona, Alas participated in a College of  Science program, Science Educational 
Enhancement Services (SEES), which takes special interest in promoting diversity among students majoring in the sciences. By 
advising, mentoring and exposing these students to quality research opportunities, the undergraduates are afforded hands-on 
experience and personalized instruction they may not otherwise be able to access. SEES students study across the scientific 
disciplines and go on to become physicians, nurses, veterinarians, dentists and, like Alas, researchers.

“For me, the SEES program was pivotal. It exposed us to research and allowed us to develop the tools we needed and the 
experience that made us all very attractive graduate school candidates,” says Alas, who went on to earn his Ph.D. in tumor biology and 
immunology at UCLA in 2000 and did his postdoctoral fellowship at the City of Hope National Cancer Center in Duarte. 

The research Alas and his students are engaged in is part of  a very large mission undertaken by researchers around the 
world to understand cancer. “Identifying these key genes is also important in order to find the reasons certain cancers run in 
families,” he says. “If  we identify the defective genes being passed on to subsequent generations, we’ll know which individuals within 
the population should be screened at an earlier age.”

For more information about Alas’s cancer research and the SEES program, visit www.csupomona.edu/~alas.
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Pet Project
Animal-Assisted Therapy Provides Comfort and Healing

By Jennifer Parsons

Animal health science student Alexandra Bodan remembers the day she brought 
her cockatiel, Mozzie, to visit a 70-year-old woman in a habilitation center. The elderly 
lady, who usually lies quietly in her bed, brightened at the sight of Mozzie. She cried 

as she told Bodan how much she missed her own pets. 
  “That was when I realized that animals have a great impact on 

society,” says Bodan, who hopes to become a veterinarian spe-
cializing in avian medicine. “Pet-assisted therapy really 
does better the lives of people who need help.”

Bodan is one of more than 40 students involved in 
assistant professor Michele Rash’s pet-assisted therapy 
program at Cal Poly Pomona. Once a month, these stu-
dents bring their pets — iguanas, cats, dogs, turtles, 
snakes, birds and rabbits — to interact with patients 
at El Encanto Healthcare and Habilitation Center in the 
City of Industry. During these visits, students aspiring 
to work in the veterinary field learn about the healing 
effects that pets can bring to patients.

Rash began pet-assisted therapy as an externship 
class in animal health science. In addition to students 
applying their technical skills in a clinical setting, it 
provides a service-learning aspect that demonstrates 
the human-animal bond.

“For students interested in the veterinary field, 
understanding the human-animal bond is crucial to 
their success. They learn compassion, and it’s an amaz-
ing form of therapy,” says Rash, who explains how the 
program also teaches students to give back to the com-
munity. “They walk out feeling better about themselves 
and realizing community service is an important aspect 
of their lives.”

Now in its second year, the class has gained so 
much popularity that, in addition to those enrolled, 
nearly 15 students, friends and family members volun-
teer their time each month to participate.

Pets represent unconditional love and acceptance 
for many people. For years, scientists and health care 
professionals have used pet-therapy to improve physi-
cal and emotional health. Visits such as these provide 
friendship and can be a welcome distraction from pain, 
depression or loneliness. 

“We love this program, and we really look forward 
to the visits,” says Maria Samaniego, El Encanto’s 
assistant activity director. “The residents are always 
asking me when the students and their pets are coming 
back. It brings smiles to their faces, and it helps with 
the recovery process as well.”

To find out more about the pet-assisted therapy 
class, contact Rash at (909) 869-2219.

Serena Quesada shares her cat, 
Cougar, with El Encanto resident 

Asencion Hernandez.

Alumnus Steve Alas researches tumor 
biology and helps undergraduate 
students like senior Juliet Davis gain 
experience in important cancer research.
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Under the Malibu Sun
Husband and Wife Alumni Team Renew     
Historic Getty Villa Gardens
By Laurie McLaughlin

When visitors reach the entrance to the newly reopened Getty Villa museum 
in Malibu, they can’t help but feel as if they are entering an ancient Italian 
estate, a reaction that is unmistakable — and completely intentional. 

“We arranged a matrix of Italian meadow grasses beneath an alley of 
olive trees, so it feels like an old Italian villa entryway — very simple and 
organized,” says Matt Randolph, who worked on the renewed gardens and 
landscaping at the Getty Villa. 

Randolph was the construction administrator working with the Getty Villa’s 
landscape architect, Denis Kurutz, when the renovation of the villa was in the 
early construction stages. Kurutz had designed the gardens when the original 
villa was built in the 1970s and was asked to renovate the grounds as new 
construction of the site began eight years ago. “Denis passed away in 2003, 
and with the support of his family and the Getty, our studio, kornrandolph, 
completed the design and installation of his work,” says Randolph. 

Randolph’s wife, Amy Korn, joined him and together they formed 
kornrandolph Landscape Architects and picked up where Kurutz left off. Both 
Randolph and Korn received their bachelor’s in landscape architecture from Cal 
Poly Pomona in 1996. “We had to make interpretations of Denis’ design,” says 
Randolph. Korn worked to fill in the holes, and she “was able to speak to the 
level of design that Denis was capable of doing.”

The Getty Villa is the grand, whimsical vision of J. Paul Getty, the late oil 
magnate, and is modeled after a first-century Roman country house, the Villa 
dei Papiri, which was buried in the eruption of Mt. Vesuvius in A.D. 79. “It was 
an interesting challenge staying true to a palette of all Mediterranean plants 
that would have been commonly used in the Roman Era,” says Randolph of the 
gardens’ renovation. “There are more than 300 different types of plants used 
throughout the site.” 

Before the villa re-opened to the public earlier this year, the husband and 
wife team worked with gardeners to not only reinvigorate the original Kurutz’ 
Romanesque gardens and landscaping, but they also realized the late designer’s 
plan for a property perimeter of native-California plants. “We planted milkweed, 
which is where monarch butterflies lay their eggs, and sure enough, these 
butterflies are everywhere,” he says. 

On this extensive (64 acres) and 
highly complex site, a grove of olive trees 
stands atop the 250-seat auditorium. A 
meadow of grasses and flowers rolls off 
the top of the new parking structure. And, 
as Randolph enthusiastically describes, 
visitors are in for a pleasant surprise as 
they walk on the path to the museum 
from the subterranean parking structure: 
“It feels as if you’re wandering along 
a hillside in Italy. Overlooking the herb 
garden, you follow densely foliated trees 
through which you get small glimpses 
of the J. Paul Getty Museum. Then you 
come around the corner, and boom — the 
Roman amphitheater and plaza are in 
front of you. It’s really spectacular.”

Achievers
Order on the Court
Violet Palmer is just a “Regular” Referee in the NBA
By Paul Helms

cal Poly Pomona alumna violet Palmer has her sights set on the same goal as kobe bryant,       
Shaquille O’Neal and LeBron James.

Like those superstars, the lone female referee in the National Basketball Association wants to 
participate in the NBA playoffs.

 “Absolutely my goal is to officiate in the playoffs,” Palmer says. “I was one of  three alternates 
last year. I was on-site at five games, so if  any referee would have gotten hurt, I’d have been on the 
floor. I hope this year they’ll put me on the floor.”

Now in her ninth year in the NBA, Palmer is one of  62 referees who typically officiates between 
11 and 13 games per month at venues all across the country. The postseason referees are selected 
by the NBA’s director of  officials and the league’s senior vice-president for basketball operations. The 
top 33 plus three alternates will be selected for the first round of  the playoffs based on performance, 
determined by a rating and rankings process during the season, and experience.

The fact that Palmer has developed into one of  the top NBA officials should surprise no one. 
She was coached at Cal Poly Pomona by the late Darlene May, who in 1984 became the first female 
to officiate in a women’s basketball game at the Olympics. Palmer competed for four years at Cal Poly 
Pomona and was on the Broncos’ national championship teams in 1985 and 1986.

“I tell people all the time that my college days were fantastic. It was so much fun being around 
such good people. Coach May put a lot of  demands on us, but it didn’t bother us because we knew all 
about her work ethic,” Palmer says. “You knew what was expected of  you when you went to Cal Poly 
Pomona. We worked hard, but we also had fun . . .  and we won.”

While at Cal Poly Pomona, Palmer was the recreation director and also took an officiating course. 
After graduating with a bachelor’s in recreation administration in 1988, she dabbled in coaching but 
quickly decided that being an official might be her way to stay involved with the sport. She had done 
some officiating while working for the city of  Placentia.

“I was a grad assistant for a year and coached at the high school level, but I found out that 
coaching just wasn’t for me,” she says. “I went to Coach May and told her I wanted to be an official, 
and she thought it was a great idea. I knew immediately that this is where I was meant to be.”

She quickly became one of  the 
top Division I women’s basketball 
officials and worked in five consecutive 
Final Fours.

Then came the moment that 
changed her life. She received a call 
from Dr. Aaron Wade asking her if  
she’d be interested in joining the NBA’s 
development program. Her name had 
been given to him by Booker Turner, a 
longtime official.

“At first I thought it was a joke, 
but he convinced me it wasn’t,” says 
Palmer. “I hadn’t really thought about 
it before, but it was a new challenge, 
and I’m the type of  person who loves 
challenges.”

After three years in the 
development program, Palmer was 
one of  two females hired by the NBA 
in 1997. The other, Dee Kanter, was 
let go by the NBA in 2002. Palmer 
says the raised eyebrows and quizzical 
looks about seeing a woman officiating 
a professional men’s sport have long 
since subsided.

“The nice thing is that after nine 
years all that stuff  is gone, and now I’m 
just a regular referee,” she says.

Just a regular referee, she hopes, 
who will be officiating on the floor at the 
2006 NBA playoffs.

Alumna Violet Palmer, sharing a word with 
Clippers forward and guard Corey Maggette, 
is one of 62 referees who officiates nearly a 
dozen NBA games a month.

“It feels as if you’re wandering along a hillside in Italy,” says 
Matt Randolph of the Getty Villa Gardens that he and wife Amy 
Korn helped design and install.
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To find out what’s happening at 
Cal Poly Pomona, visit

http://polycentric.csupomona.edu

Adler-Moore’s Research Recognized for 
Innovative Drug Delivery
Professor of biological sciences Jill Adler-Moore was elected a Fellow 
by the American Association for the Advancement of Science (AAAS) 
for developing innovative liposomal formulations for the delivery of  
antifungal drugs. Her patents and research benefit patients with 
compromised immune systems. AAAS is the world’s largest general 
scientific society and publisher of the journal Science. 

Hodges Performs at Image Awards
Jame’l Hodges, coordinator of  Greek life and education, performed 
a step routine with undergrads and other alumni in the Alpha Phi 
Alpha chapter as the opening act of  the NAACP Image Awards, 
which aired on FOX. The Alpha Phi Alpha fraternity recognized its 100th anniversary. 

Ortiz Serves on No Child Left Behind Commission
President J. Michael Ortiz was named to an independent, bipartisan commission to evaluate 
the No Child Left Behind Act. He is one of  13 national education and business leaders on the 
commission, whose first public hearing was held on the Cal Poly Pomona campus in April. He was 
also appointed to the California Student Aid Commission as the CSU representative.

Alumna Poole a Rising Legal Star
Heather Poole ’97, philosophy, one of  the university’s 2006 Distinguished Alumni, was also 
selected as a 2005 Super Lawyer: Rising Star by Law & Politics Magazine for immigration law 

excellence. The Rising Star designation is awarded annually to only 2.5 
percent of  Southern California lawyers.

Brelles-Marino and Young Named Faculty 
Fellows at Lyle Center
Assistant professors Graciela Brelles-Marino, biological sciences, and Terence 
Young, geography & anthropology, have been named Faculty Fellows for 
2005-06 by the John T. Lyle Center for Regenerative Studies. Brelles-Marino 
is studying biological nitrogen fixation in plants, and Young is preparing a 
monograph on American camping in terms of regeneration and sustainability.

Willson Recognized for Transit-
Oriented Study
Richard Willson, professor of  urban & regional planning, was recognized 
for his study of  transit-oriented development along the Gold Line corridor. 
He received the Outstanding Planning Award for Leadership and Service/

Academic by the California Chapter of  the American Planning Association. 

Award-winning Student Video Warns of Phishing
Three CIS seniors, Kevin Atef, Johnson Chau and Michael Wong, won the gold award and a $1,000 
cash prize in a contest sponsored by a national cyber security alliance. Their video production of  
“Bob, You’ve Been Phished,” a spoof  of  a popular “Enzyte” commercial, will be used in campus 
security awareness campaigns nationwide.
 

Hanna Named CELA Fellow
Dean of the College of Environmental Design, Karen Hanna was elected as a Fellow of CELA, the 
Council of  Educators in Landscape Architecture.  This is the inaugural year of the program and only 
15 Fellows were chosen.

Evans Advocate of the Year Among CSU Students 
Associated Students Inc. senator Kenny Evans received the California State Student Association 
(CSSA) 2005-06 Student Advocate of  the Year award. He was selected from among 46 board 
members across the CSU for his dedication and involvement with the CSSA.  

All-America Honors Awarded to Francis, Anderson 
and Batres
Outside hitter Kellie Francis and middle blocker Allison Anderson, seniors on the Bronco women’s 
volleyball team, were named to the Division II All-America teams. Senior Mark Batres earned All-
America honors for a third straight year by finishing in 10th place in the NCAA Division II Cross 
Country championships.

Janet Harms’ Chorale at Sydney Opera House
Music lecturer Janet Harms was featured in Inland Empire Magazine as one of  the 
top five women to watch. The chorale she founded, Windsong Southland Chorale, has 
performed at Carnegie Hall annually for the past five years. This summer, the chorale 
will perform at the Sydney Opera House in Australia.

Freer Named VP of Student Affairs
Doug Freer was promoted to vice president for student affairs, beginning this July 1. 
This position oversees activities for Cal Poly Pomona’s nearly 20,000 students.

Reese Explores Prison Riots
Associate professor of  political science Renford Reese discussed 
the California prison riots on KCET’s “Life & Times” in March. As 

the author of  Prison Race, Reese lectures regularly to inmates in California 
correctional facilities to educate men on the brink of  re-entering society.

Murai Head of Strawberry Commission
Agricultural business alumnus Mark Murai was named president of  the 
California Strawberry Commission. He was also featured in the Orange 
County Register in February. 

Ibrahim Acknowledged by Engineering Society
Professor of  electrical & computer engineering Elhami Ibrahim received the 
distinguished Jake Groenewegen Award from the Los Angeles Section of  
the Instrument, Systems and Automation Society for outstanding service, 
leadership and contributions.

Hoffman on International Union Board
Jeffrey Hoffman, associate director for marketing and 
programs for Associated Students Inc. (ASI), was elected 
to a two-year term on the Association of College Unions 
International board of trustees last December. 

Native American Activist Teters is 
La Bounty Chair
Charlene Teters has been chosen as the Hugh O. La 
Bounty Chair of  Interdisciplinary Applied Knowledge. As 
an artist, activist and lecturer, Teters explores racial and 
social injustices endured by Native American Indians. The 
chair was established to bring distinguished scholars 
and recognized professionals to campus for a year. In 
2003, Teters was nominated as one of  “10 Who Made a 
Difference” in New Mexico.
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Interested in making contact and getting involved with Cal Poly Pomona? 
H E R E  A R E  A  F E W  F R E Q U E N T L Y  C A L L E D  N U M B E R S :

Office of  Public Affairs
3801 W. Temple Ave.
Pomona, CA 91768
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Applying to the University – (909) 869-3210
To receive an application or find out about enrollment procedures

Extended University – (909) 869-2288
To learn more about career enrichment opportunities

Employment Hotline – (909) 869-2100
To check out job openings at the university

University Advancement – (909) 869-4997
To make a gift to the university in support of  student scholarships and needs

Alumni Affairs – (909) 869-2963
To join the Alumni Association and receive university publications

Public Affairs – (909) 869-3342
To find answers to any other questions you may have

|www.csupomona.edu| 
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PAID
Cal Poly Pomona

Did you know that Cal Poly Pomona 
student fees account for only 21% 

of university funding?

 66% comes from state appropriations
13% comes from external resources*

Our role is to generate external resources to 
help students succeed at Cal Poly Pomona.

Division of University Advancement

(909) 869-4997
www.give2cpp.com

*This includes contracts & grants, fundraising contributions & gifts, investment & endowment income.
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