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Advisor Bulletin
Impacting Student Learning through Advising

December 2015

Dear Advisor, 

As Fall Quarter comes to an end, it is important to take a break from the fast pace of
 the quarter system, take a minute to de-stress, and come back refreshed for a busy
 Winter Quarter. The Provost's recent Semester Conversion Advising Forum
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 facilitated fruitful conversations among the colleges as we prepare to advise
 students before and during conversion. This is just the first step in many that will
 focus on strengthening our advising practices across campus. During the winter
 quarter, we will take a day to appreciate all advisors on campus on January 29,
 2016 with special guest speaker Charlie Nutt, Executive Director of the National
 Academic Advising Association (NACADA). Take a look below for more information
 about the event and other updates on advising.
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Semester Conversion Advising Forum Re-cap

The Semester Conversion Advising Forum hosted by the Provost was held Friday



 November 20, 2015. The event was designed to bring together college advising
 teams to prepare the colleges for developing a process to make sure each student
 has an Individual Academic Plan (IAP) before the conversion takes place. The new
 advising tool (PeopleSoft Planner) was presented at the forum and colleges were
 given the opportunity to hear multiple presentations on advising models and
 determine ways to incorporate the tool to assist students with completing their IAPs
 for the purpose of Semester Conversion.    

If you were not able to attend, a recording of the event is located here. The
 PowerPoint for the event is located on the Semester Conversion website. During
 the forum, paricipants had an opportunity to post questions about the PeopleSoft
 Planner. We are currently working with the consultants to answer all of the
 questions and will be providing answers within the coming week. As always, your
 feedback is encouraged as we plan to move forward with the implementation of
 PeopleSoft Planner in the coming months.

GradesFirst is Here!

We are happy to announce GradesFirst, an intuitive e-advising software, is now
 available for you to use. Many of the CSUs are using this tool to enhance campus
 advising practices. With GradesFirst you can:

Keep advising notes (both private and shared) for each one of your students.
Set up office hours or appointment times while syncing to your outlook
 calendar
Develop customizable alerts to send out to your students to warn them or
 congratulate them on academic performance.

For more information on how to use these different features, please take a look on
 the advising website.
 
Log on to GradesFirst to get started!
 
Two trainings will also be hosted to assist you in learning about this new system:
        December 3, 11-12pm, Bldg 98 Classroom side, 4th floor Room 35
        December 4, 1-2pm, Bldg 98 Classroom side, 4th floor Room 35
            **Please Register**
 
We will continue to host trainings throughout January for those that cannot
 make the December training dates.
 
If you have any questions, please direct them to Selyna Beverly. We look forward to
 receiving your feedback on this exciting new tool for advising.

Advising Survey
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In collaboration with IRAR, a survey measuring students' perceptions of advising
 was sent to a sample population of students that included all year levels and all
 colleges on November 16. The purpose of the survey was the following:

To determine the student's understanding of what academic advising is on
 campus
To determine who students identify as an advisor
To determine student's awareness of his or her faculty or college staff advisor
To determine what ways a student utilizes his or her advisor

The survey will remain open until the conclusion of the current quarter. The results
 of the survey will be shared to further create conversation on strengthening our
 advising practices as a campus community. The Advising Taskforce will also be
 using the information to further develop common university advising outcomes that
 can help inform advising practices within the college.

Save the Date! 

Advisor Corner: Advisor Resiliency and Self-Care



As Advisors, it is easy to get caught up in the high
 stress of supporting students, particularly students
 that affect you emotionally. It is important to care
 about your personal well-being (physical,
 emotional, and spiritual). To avoid burn-out, there
 are steps you can take to master resiliency and
 self-care. Take a look at Chris Huebner's article
 about coping mechanisms to prevent Advisor
 Burnout. Taking care of ourselves is important in
 order to effectively support our students.

Upcoming Professional Development Opportunities

One more chance to view the very interesting NACADA Webinar: Academic
 Advising for High Achieving Students: Strategies that Foster Resilience
Student Support and Equity Programs is sponsoring this November webinar. The
 presenters will use the work of Brene Brown, Martin Seligman, Carol Dweck, and
 William Sedlacek to ask advisors how often we meet with students who share deep
 concerns or struggles during an advising appointment.  Have you ever wondered
 how, as academic advisors, we can help them navigate these trying times, take
 ownership over what they can change, and reframe the way they look at what they
 cannot change?
 
December 3, 2015
1pm-2:30pm
Library Special Events Room (4th floor)
Please RSVP if you have not done so.
 
Identifying and Supporting Students in Distress
Academic Programs is partnering with Counseling Services to host a workshop on
 how to work with students of various levels of distress. The workshop will include
 interactive case studies to provide you with the tools and resources to better
 support this population of students.
 
December 4, 2015
10:30am-12pm
Bldg 163 Rm 1020
Please Register
 
Communicating Effectively in Academic Advising: It's not just WHAT we say,
 but HOW and WHEN we say it (NACADA Webinar)
In this webinar, insights will be shared on important aspects of communication that
 are essential to quality academic advising. The panelists will consider how
 nonverbal communication influences advisor-advisee interactions, contributing to
 the quality of their relationship.  The team will discuss how advisors can
 demonstrate care to their students by becoming aware of how to communicate with
 advisees.  They will provide practical tips for implementing effective communication
 techniques and strategies.
 
December 10, 2015
11-12:30pm
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Library Special Events Room (4th floor)
Please Register 

We hope you have a wonderful and restful break and are prepared to enter next
 quarter in full swing!

Happy Holidays!
 
Selyna Perez Beverly
University Academic Advising Coordinator
Academic Programs, T7-19 
(909) 869-2271 
spbeverly@cpp.edu
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