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    COURSE OUTLINE 

 

I. Catalogue Description 

 

 MU 261  Diction for Singers (2 units) 

  

 Study of International Phonetic Alphabet, pronunciation of languages most often needed 

to  perform great song and operatic literature.  Exercises in Italian, French, German, and 

 English diction.  Performance of songs or arias in these languages.  2 hours 

 lecture/presentation/problem-solving. 

  

II. Required Background or Experience 

 

 Adequate vocal and musical background to perform art songs or operatic arias of modest 

 difficulty. 

  

III. Expected Outcomes 

 

 1. Mastery of the International Phonetic Alphabet.   

 2. Ability to quickly and easily pronounce the languages in which one must sing 

 3. Acquire an understanding of the unique problems each language poses to good vocal 

 production and textual intelligibility. 

 

IV. Text and Readings 

 

 Eva Coloni.  Singers' Italian. 1970. 

Richard Cox. The Singers' Manual of German and French Diction. 1981. 

 Geoffrey G. Forward, Elisabeth Howard.  American Diction for Singers 1990, rev. 2000 

Madeleine Marshall.  The Singers' Manual of English Diction. 1953. 

John Morarity. Diction . 1975. 

 

V. Minimum Student Materials 

 

 Texts and notebook(s).  Any required music will be provided 

 

VI. Minimum College Facilities 

  

 Classroom with piano, audio and audiovisual equipment, blackboard. IPA software 

 



VII. Course Outline 

 

Detailed study of the pronunciation of the languages most often used in singing, 

including French, Italian, German, and English, utilizing the International Phonetic 

Alphabet as a  basic tool for mastering and communicating the word sounds for each 

language. 

 

 1.  Mastery of the International Phonetic Alphabet 

a) Memorization of all the basic sounds and their equivalent symbols.   

b) Practice of the use of the IPA in analyzing foreign words and in pronouncing 

them.   

c) Use of the IPA first with English to familiarize the student with its function, then 

each foreign language studied with its unique sounds and symbols. 

 

 2.  Each foreign language will be pursued separately, with approximately 3 weeks  

        allotted to each.   

a) The student will first analyze and "symbolize" a song text to become acquainted 

with the sounds of the language (as the language is presented).   

b) The song will be written in IPA symbols and the "symbolized" version 

       submitted for evaluation.   

c) After the written symbols are corrected, graded, and returned, the students will 

prepare the song for performance.   

d) The performance will culminate each language segment, and the performance and 

a written exam will be evaluated by the instructor.  A comprehensive final, 

 written exam will be given at the completion of the course. 

  

VIII. Instructional Methods 

  

Lectures, discussions, and demonstrations of problems in diction by the instructor.  

Preparation and performance of song literature in each language by students for 

evaluation. 

 

IX. Evaluation  

 

1. written exam covering each language  

2. comprehensive final written exam    

3. Singing evaluations at the end of each language  

 

  

 


