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 COURSE OUTLINE 
 
  I. Catalog Description 
 
 MU 358A Latin American Ensemble (1) 
 
 Study and performance of music from Latin American countries.  2 hours activity.  May be 
 repeated for 6 credits. Enrollment by audition. 

 
II. Required Background or Experience 
 
  Proficiency on an instrument and/or vocally.   
 
III. Expected Outcomes 
 

1. demonstrate familiarity with samples of repertoire which are composed in Latin America 
countries  

2. perform  various styles of Latin American music in an improvised manner:  
 a. according to the tradition of the music 
 b. according to an instrumentation that may vary with the musical tradition 
3. demonstrate the ability to accurately execute, articulate blend and balance each musical 

part within a section and the larger ensemble 
4. For vocalists: sing in a foreign language  
5. utilize as a resource the information presented in performance preparation in an educational 

setting (elementary and secondary schools) and professional application 
 
 IV. Text and Readings 
 
 No text is required. The University and/or instructor will provide music. 
 
  V. Minimum University Facilities 
 

Large instrumental rehearsal hall, with piano, music stands and chairs, and related musical 
equipment.  A room to house a library of Latin American music. 

 
 VI. Minimum Student Materials 
 
 Students will provide their own instrument and related equipment in most cases. 
 



VII.  Course Outline 
 

1. Improvisation according to the musical tradition by 
a) Chords 
b) Scales 
c) Rhythmic figures 
d) Melodic and fill lines 
e) Solo approach 

1) Vocal 
2) Instrumental 
3) Both vocal and instrumental 

 
2. Rehearsal and performance of: 
 

a) Musica Nortena 
b) Cumbia 
c) Rumba 
d) Samba 
e) And other styles indigenous to the Latin American countries, both popular and in 

classical traditions 
 

VIII.  Instructional Methods 
  

1. Rehearsal Activity 
2. Sectionals 
3. Demonstration 

a.) by instructor 
b.) by recording 

4. Recording and critiquing performances 
5. Concert presentations 

 
  IX. Evaluation of Outcomes 
 
    Students will be evaluated on the quality of their work. 
 There is to be a performance during the assigned final exam time for the class. 
 Alternatively, a public concert of 45 minutes may be scheduled at an appropriate time 
 during the quarter. 
 
 


