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COURSE OUTLINE 

 

I. Catalog Description 

 

 MU 368L Musical Theater Production (1) 

  

Rehearsal and performance of a complete opera or musical.  May be repeated for a total 

of 6 credits. 3 hours laboratory.  Enrollment by audition. 

 

II. Required Background or Experience 

 

 Singing and acting proficiency as determined by an audition with the directors. 

   

III. Expected Outcomes 

 

 Students will gain or learn:  

1. an understanding of performance techniques necessary to for a successful production 

of a complete      

      opera or musical.   

2. stage experience in a large performance pace,  

3. the experience of working with a conductor and instrumental ensemble 

4. experience in working on complete acting and singing roles 

5. learn performance pacing 

 

They will achieve greater confidence as performers and be exposed to most aspects of 

music theater production.    

 

IV. Texts and Readings 

  

Materials will be selected from opera and musical repertory appropriate to the abilities 

and needs of the students involved in the production; cost and availability of music will 

also be a factor. Instructor will need access to the recordings (when possible) and 

background materials on the selected work.     

 

V.   Minimum Student Materials 

  

 Notebook and pencil for rehearsal notes. 

 

VI.   Minimum College Facilities 

 



Large rehearsal room (Recital Hall stage), piano for rehearsals, lights, stage equipment, 

sets, make-up. University theater or other space appropriate for the selected production. 

 

VII. Course Outline 

 

Show will be selected by musical and stage directors.  Auditions will be announced and 

scheduled usually at the end of the quarter prior to the production.  In some cases, the 

production will require more  than one quarter of preparation.  Rehearsals will be 

scheduled for leading roles, particular scenes, chorus scenes, etc., depending on the 

nature of the show.  Musical rehearsals and memorization of the score will be the first 

priority.  After the music is learned, the staging will begin.  In some cases, there may also 

be dance rehearsals required.   

 

The show is blocked by the stage director over the course of several weeks.  During the final 

week of production, several lengthy dress rehearsals will be required to integrate the technical 

aspects of the show with the performance aspects.  The show will normally be performed 3-8 

times depending on the cost, nature of the work, and the availability of the theater.  

 

VIII.   Instructional Methods  

  

Instruction consists of warm ups, musical rehearsals, and staging rehearsals.  The cast 

will meet during each class period for exercises in stage movement, improvisation, 

communication, and listening.  The musical director will assign materials to be learned 

and then practice with cast members and rehearsal accompanist the specific scene or 

segment of the opera of musical assigned for each rehearsal period.   

 

After most of the music is learned the stage director works on blocking, character 

development, character relationships, movement and interpretation of the roles.  Most 

students will work on technical crews to help produce the show.   

  

IX. Evaluation of Outcomes 

 

Grades are assigned based: 

1. on participation of the student in his/her rehearsals, 

2. progress accomplished in learning the music and staging 

3.  participation in the technical aspects of the show 

4.  the results of the  final production. 

 

 


