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COURSE OUTLINE 
 
 
I. Catalog Description 
 
 MU 388 Studio Electric Bass 
   
 A series of 10 specialized individual instruction lessons. Repertoire and technical studies 

as appropriate for electric bass. Jury examination at the end of each quarter. Total credit 
limited to those of chosen emphasis requirements. Prerequisite: successful completion of 
MU 181 or MU 171 requirements and passing entrance requirements for upper division 
studio. Course not available to nonmajors except by special audition. Permission to enroll 
by instructor only. Repeatable up to 6 units 

 
II. Required Background or Experience 
  
 Successful completion of MU 181  or MU 171 requirements and passing entrance 

requirements for upper division studio. 
 
III. Expected Outcomes 
 
 Student will:  

1. develop and improve skills in bass performance 
2. gain a working understanding of different techniques and styles. 
3. demonstrate increasing mastery of the instrument 

  
IV. Text and Readings 
  
 Materials used in this course will be drawn from recent popular and jazz music literature.  
 Songs, fake books, lead sheets, charts and recordings drawn from thousands of  
 performances will be chosen based upon the style and genre of music studied as well as 
 the students ability.  
 
V. Minimum Student Materials 
  
 Appropriate instrument and amplifier,  music manuscript paper, sheet music. 
 
VI. Minimum College Facilities 
 
 Studio for private instruction with access to drum set, marimba, vibraphone, Latin  
 percussion instruments. 



 
VII. Course Outline 
 
 Scales and modes commonly used in pop and jazz including and beyond major and minor. 
 Styles, typical bass lines, walking lines. 
 Improvisation. 
 Transcription of exemplary solos and walking lines 
 Preparing the recital 
  
  
VIII. Instructional Methods 
 

1. Students be given specific music to practice and learn. 
2. Students will perform for the instructor. 
3. The instructor will evaluate the student’s performance and make constructive 

suggestions on how to improve the techniques and performance. 
4. Student will work on improvement suggestions and return on a weekly basis for 

further evaluation and new work assignment. 
 
IX. Evaluation of Outcomes 
 
 Students will be evaluated on: 

1. their consistency of practice 
2. their technical improvement 
3. their performance improvement 
 

 Students will play for jury examination for evaluation at the end of the quarter. 35% of 
course grade is from jury grade. 


